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Correction to April newsletter

In our April newsletter, page 2, penultimate line, Mr. Robert McKellar should read Mr. David McKellar.
Apologies to David for the error.

Dr. Betty Wei Peh T’i, a Council Member and Qing historian, gave an interesting and highly amusing talk to
the Society on 23 April 2004 at the City Hall. The subject of the talk was Chengde, the summer capital of
the Qing Emperors Kangxi (r 1662-1722) and Qianlong (r 1736-1795), and the title was “Messengers from
God and Mammon: Jesuit Missionaries and Lord Macartney at Chengde during the 17" and 18" Centuries”.

Dr. Wei used overhead transparencies to illustrate her talk, showing some of the famous 36 vistas built by
Kangxi. An important part of the capital was the huge hunting ground, and Dr. Wei explained that three
circles of soldiers were used to gather animals for the hunt, small game like deer and rabbits. Kangxi cleverly
kept some of the Mongol princes in Chengde to hunt and enjoy themselves, rather than threatening the
Manchu rule. Pointing out that nothing is really new, she mentioned that today we may have Sars, but then
the danger was smallpox; Mongol princes who had had smallpox were invited to Beijing, but those who
hadn’t stayed in Chengde. The Jesuits were especially important in contributing maps of China, which were
designed in Chengde, and printed in Paris, interesting even Louis XIV. In the 18" Century, Lord McCartney
visited Chengde in his failed attempt to open China to British trade and diplomatic relations. Unfortunately
time ran out before questions could be asked — a reason for another talk in the future?



On Saturday, 24™ April, 30 members enjoyed a guided tour of the wonderful Treasures of the Chengde
Summer Palace Exhibition at the Hong Kong Museum of History. Many of the beautiful artifacts had not
been shown in Hong Kong before and included some exquisite Tibetan Buddhist images from the Eight
Outlying Temples and items from the daily life of the Qing Emperors at Chengde. One particularly
interesting item was a gilt bronze manual calculator, which was given to the Emperor by Jesuit missionaries.

A full house greeted Dr. Patrick Conner’s talk on 27" April 2004, entitled “Expat and Export — the
relationship between George Chinnery and Lamqua”. Currently a director of the Martyn Gregory Gallery,
London, and a specialist on the work of George Chinnery, Dr. Conner was in Hong Kong for an exhibition
and sale of Chinnery’s works. It was fortunate he was able to find time to speak to the Society.

Dr. Conner traced Chinnery’s life in Asia, going first to India and then to the China Coast in 1825. A
Chinnery family legend says that Lamqua was a houseboy with a family Chinnery lodged with in Macau and
was taught by him, but Dr. Conner said it was more likely that Lamqua was already an established artist
before Chinnery arrived in Macau. There is no record of Chinnery ever teaching anyone after his arrival on
the China coast. Lamqua probably just copied Chinnery’s style. He charged less than Chinnery for his
portraits and painted much more than Chinnery, many of his paintings ending up in North America where
they can be seen today at the Peabody Essex Museum outside Boston. A letter dated 1827 shows there was a
commercial relationship between Chinnery and Lamqua in Canton, but it is questionable if there was a social
relationship. A spirited question session concluded a most pleasant and fascinating lecture.

Those who attended the talk and slide show given by Dr. Brian Shaw and Professor Anthony Hedley on 14"
May 2004, were greeted by a wonderful display of enlargements of photographs taken by Professor Hedley in
Bhutan during the 2003 Society visit. These photographs were on display around three sides of the lecture
room at the City Hall. Later, Professor Hedley showed slides of many of these photographs and talked about
them, after first giving an introduction about the cameras and lenses he used.

Dr. Brian Shaw, who was the leader of the Society’s first visit to Bhutan in the 1970s and again in February
2002 and 2003, and has visited Bhutan more than 30 times in the intervening period, entitled his talk,
“Bhutan: a ‘just in time” polity”. Dr. Shaw explained his title, coming from a common technique in Bhutan of
postponing many important decisions until the last minute, so that all factors, both positive and negative, can
be taken into consideration and thereby serve the best interests of the state. Dr. Shaw then discussed some of
the many problems facing Bhutan, situated as it is between two great powers, China and India. Though there
are some unresolved issues over two sectors on the northern and western border with China and even a few
small areas in the south and east in dispute with India, caused in part by re-alignment of river courses, Dr.
Shaw felt these can be accommodated in time. Overall, he judged that policy-makers during the past four
decades have strengthened the sovereign status of the kingdom and, by generally effective use of external aid,
have laid the basis for a significant improvement in education and health standards of the population. This is a
good basis for survival in the face of future challenges.

On Sat June 5" 15 RAS members met at the Center on Queen’s Road, Central, for an Architectural Tour led
by Mr. Raymond Fung Wing-kee. A senior government architect, who grew up on Hollywood Road, Mr.
Fung enthusiastically described the area before the Center was built. Many members remembered the old
narrow streets, selling fabrics, eggs, and traditional Chinese medicines.

Next stop was Lyndhurst Terrace, near to a one-time ‘red light’ district with brothels frequented by
Europeans. The site of the first Catholic Cathedral was pointed out at the junction of Wellington Street and
Pottinger Street. When it became too small for the congregation, the Cathedral moved to its present site on
Caine Road.

President, Pat Hase then pointed out the place on Hollywood Road where a stream had run down from the
Peak, bringing the only source of fresh water for this part of the island. This had attracted squatters in 1841,
who then polluted the water, until the government moved them to Tai Ping Shan. The area became known as
‘jung wan’ in Chinese or ‘middle bazaar’ and Central is known by this name today.
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A visit to the Central Police station followed, built in the 1860s, and still surviving (the present back and side
blocks, today painted white). The front block was added, built in the neo classical style in 1919. Old Bailey
Street, which runs down the side of the site, is named after its counterpart in London. The red brick
Magistracy on Arbuthnot Road was built in 1914,

We continued on to the Fringe Club and the Foreign Correspondents Club, housed in what had been Dairy
Farm premises. Member Patricia Lim recalled the time when it was a delicatessen and dairy, and fresh milk
was brought here on trolleys from the dairy farm in Pokfulam. The Bishop’s House opposite is the oldest
European house still surviving, built around 1842, and above it is St. Paul’s Church and college, which was
built shortly after, and is a Chinese language Anglican church.

Ice House Street took its name from the building used to store ice, brought by ship from the Arctic in the
1840s, before it was produced in Hong Kong in the Dairy Farm complex. Further along Ice House Street is
Zetland Street where the present electricity sub station stands on the site of the first Masonic Hall. The street
is named after the Duke of Zetland, Grand Master at the time the first Lodge was established in the early
1840s. The four gas lamps on the steps at the top of Duddell Street are still working, the gas provided free by
Towngas Company. Hong Kong was the first city in Asia to have gas lighting, followed by electricity, put in
about 1901.

Then onto the French Mission House, which had also been the Russian Embassy, and a residence of a Hong
Kong Bank director, before being taken over in 1949 by the government. Since 1997 it has been home to the
Court of Final Appeal. We ended the tour at St John’s Cathedral, built in three stages from 1847 to 1880s, and
looked over to the skyline dominated by the Bank of China and the Hong Kong Bank. Mr. Fung told us a
sight line was imposed by the height of the two buildings, with the understanding that nothing in between
should be built higher. Nevertheless, the Cheung Kong building is six storeys higher.
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FUTURE ACTIVITIES
Friday, 25" June City Hall Lecture We Were Soldiers Once, and Young
Saturday, 26" June Local Visit Ships in the South China Seas, 1570-1890
Friday, 6™ August City Hall Lecture From Macao and “Matto Moro” to

Kowloon and Beyond

Saturday, 28" August  Local Visit Chinese Jade and Gold: Gems of
Antiquities Collections in Hong Kong

1% to 5" April, 2005  Overseas Visit Sabah: The Land Below the Wind
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City Hall Lecture Friday, 25" June
We Were Soldiers Once, and Young

Speaker: Dr. Dan Waters

Time: 6:15 p.m.

Venue: Extension Activities Room, 8/F, City Hall High Block, Central

Cost: The lecture is free and open to the public.
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Booking: No booking is required.

Dan Waters was 19 in 1939, when World War Two broke out, after which Britons soon came to accept that
Sir Winston Churchill had nothing to offer but ‘blood, toil, tears and sweat.” After taking the ‘King’s
Shilling,” completing basic army training and experiencing a white Christmas ‘under canvas’ in England, Dan
saw action in North Africa and Italy with the Eighth Army. Again, as ‘Winnie’ eloquently phrased it, “When
the War is over it will be enough to say, “I marched and fought with the Desert Army””’. Arguably, it was the
most famous British Field Army of World War Two.

One is usually reluctant to talk about one’s ‘own war.” One can be accused of jingoism, glorifying war and
bragging. But RAS Council members can be very persuasive. Nevertheless Dan does warn anyone who is a
bit squeamish that his story has to be told ‘as it was.” After all, war is war.

His lecture will consist largely of personal experiences and anecdotes, some of which would not have been
too dissimilar whether soldiers were in slit trenches being stonked in the Desert or in Hong Kong on Mount
Butler when the Japanese were attacking. Again soldiers everywhere have ‘rituals.” In the Desert a favourite
was having a ‘chinwag’ around a ‘Benghazi’ fire, brewing tea. ‘When in doubt, brew up!” was always the
maxim. But as war-time soldiers, creature comforts were woefully lacking. In ‘Dan’s war,” an unbalanced
diet spawned desert sores on arms and legs.

After hostilities ended in North Africa there followed the invasion of Italy, including the Salerno and Anzio
Beachheads, where it was touch and go under appalling conditions, together with ‘Anzio Annie’ to keep
soldiers company. The latter was a giant German gun mounted on rails. While it was exhilarating to be shot at
without success, some had premonitions of death. War spawned new words.

Sometimes it seemed hostilities would go on forever, but the end came in 1945 and Dan was demobilised in
1946 after spending over four years overseas on active service. He did not sleep in a bed for three years and
for most of the time did not have a proper bath. His discharge papers read: ‘Has rendered excellent service
both in and out of action ... good at sports and games, particularly rugby football.” Many soldiers cheated
death several times and added further ‘dimensions’ to their lives. A dripping tap still brings back memories of
the Desert. Dan still wonders whether Sergeant ‘Knocker’ White ever achieved his burning ambition of
marching a squad of men from Land’s End to John o’Groats.

Dr. Dan Waters was born in 1920, in Norwich (UK), city of pubs and churches. During World War Two he
was Mentioned in Dispatches and wounded three times. After demobilisation, with German shrapnel still in
his body, he returned to the family building business and went *back to school.” With the Far East beckoning
he set sail for Hong Kong within a decade of the end of the War. He joined the Government Education
Department. He is at present Immediate Past President and an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society
Hong Kong Branch. He has written widely on Hong Kong history as well as on Chinese culture and customs.
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Local Visit Saturday, 26™ June

Ships in the South China Seas, 1570 — 1890

Jonathan Wattis, of Wattis Fine Art in Hollywood Road, will give members and their guests a guided tour of
his new exhibition, "Boats of the South China Sea c. 1826 - 1839, drawn by Admiral Francois-Edmond Paris".
The gallery tour will also feature a talk on early maps and pictures relating to the Pearl River Delta, China and
South East Asia from ¢.1570 - 1890. Instead of slides, real antique maps and pictures will be used to illustrate
the tour.

Wattis Fine Art has established a reputation as Hong Kong's leading art gallery specializing in antique maps,
prints, photographs, paintings and travel books relating to Hong Kong and East Asia. Jonathan Wattis, who
joined Christie's in London in 1977, has drawn on his wide experience of the international art market to
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collect these antiques and holds regular exhibitions focusing on the fascinating historical development of this
area.

Participants: This visit is limited to 20 participants, members and guests of members only.
Meeting time and place: 2:30 p.m. sharp at Wattis Fine Art, 20 Hollywood Road, 2/F, Central.
(The building is actually round the corner in Old Bailey Street). Tel: 2524 5302.

Cost: $30 for members, $50 for guests of members.

Booking: A booking form is at the end of this newsletter. Please return it not later than 21 June.
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City Hall Lecture Friday, 6™ August

From Macao and “Matto Moro” to Kowloon and Beyond
The evolution and dispersal of the Hong Kong Portuguese community

For almost four generations the Hong Kong Portuguese community was the most significant non-British, non-
Chinese, locally-domiciled community and, in many respects, they can be considered urban Hong Kong’s
first truly “local” community. Yet today their influence, role and importance within Hong Kong society are
largely forgotten, and the remnants of the community have either assimilated into the Chinese or “expatriate”
communities, or been scattered throughout the world by emigration.

In this lecture Jason Wordie will trace this fascinating community’s evolution and development from its first
beginnings in Macao through to the 1960s and explore the numerous traces that they have left behind on
various areas of Hong Kong.

Jason Wordie is a local historian and writer, a Council Member of the Hong Kong Branch of the Royal
Asiatic Society and an Honorary Research Associate at the Centre of Asian Studies, Hong Kong University.
He is a graduate of the University of Hong Kong, and worked for several years as a civilian teacher with the
Brigade of Gurkhas, based at Sek Kong in the New Territories.

He is the author, with Ko Tim Keung, of Ruins of War: A Guide to Hong Kong’s Battlefields and Wartime
Sites, published by Joint Publishing Co. (H.K.) Ltd. in 1996. He subsequently prepared for publication Sir
Lindsay and Lady Ride’s illustrated history of Macao, The Voices of Macao Stones, published by Hong Kong
University Press in July 1999. Streets: Exploring Hong Kong Island, a ramble around lesser-known corners
of Hong Kong Island, was published by Hong Kong University Press in April 2002. Streets:Exploring
Kowloon will - hopefully - be published sometime in 2005.

In addition to writing newspaper articles on local history subjects and conducting walking tours to sites of
historical interest in Hong Kong and Macao, he has been gathering material for a history of Hong Kong’s local
Portuguese community, and has conducted extensive research into the little-known Hong Kong Volunteer
Defence Corps Nursing Detachment; both will be the subject of books in due course. He has just completed an
extensive biography of former Hutchison International taipan Sir Douglas Clague.

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS>SS>>>>>
Local Visit Saturday, 28" August
Chinese Jade and Gold: Gems of Antiquities Collections in Hong Kong
A magpnificent collection of more than 240 pieces of gold jewellery, some over 3000 years old, is on display

at the Hong Kong Museum of Art, on long-term loan from four local private collectors. A collection of this
rarity and age is exceptional, and the Museum is privileged to be able to show it to the general public.
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The collection forms part of the current Five Elements series of exhibitions, begun in 2001, put on by the
Museum to cover Metal, Wood, Water, Fire and Earth. Assistant Curator, Rose Lee Wing-chong, together
with Council Member Valery Garrett, will guide RAS members around the collection, which will also include
a visit to the 250 exhibits in the Jade collection in the adjoining gallery.

Participants: This visit is limited to 20 participants, members only.

Meeting time and place: 2:30 p.m. sharp in the Chinese Antiquities Gallery Il at the Hong Kong Museum of
Art, Salisbury Road, Tsimshatsui.

Cost: $30, to include admission to the museum.

Booking: A booking form is at the end of this newsletter. Please return it not later than 21* August.

DSOSSDS5SD555S555SD553D553555355SSD5S3D5S3D5SS35S3O5S3O553355355353353533>>

2005 Visit to Sabah: The Land Below the Wind

The Society is planning to organize a trip to Sabah, East Malaysia, from 1% to 5" April 2005, Friday to
Tuesday. 5™ April is the Ching Ming public holiday. The trip is expected to include a stay in Kota Kinabalu,
(at the Shangri-la Tanjung Aru), a side trip to Kudat and a train ride from Beaufort to Tenom. The group will
be accompanied by Council Member Dr. Peter Halliday, and by the Reverend Hans Lutz, who will arrange
most of the land itinerary.

Because we will be travelling over a public holiday period, the airline, Dragonair, requires an early deposit of

$600 in September. This will be refunded only if there is a waiting list. More details and an application form
will be given in the August newsletter — this is just a preliminary announcement for you to consider.

SSSSDEES55555555SSSSSSDDDSS5555555SSSSSSSDSDSSS555555SSSS333DDS5555555>>

RAS BUSINESS

Message from Hong Kong University Libraries - Hong Kong Journals Online (HKJO)

http://sunzil.lib.hku.hk/hkjo/

The University of Hong Kong Libraries is pleased to present a new database. Hong Kong Journals Online
(HKJO) is a full-text image database providing access to selected academic and professional journals, in
English and Chinese, published in Hong Kong. Titles included in this database cover a wide range of
disciplines including law, medicine, education and public administration. HKU Libraries has developed this
database to facilitate information retrieval and to preserve some of its rich journal collection online. Issues
included in this database vary from journal to journal with the earliest going back to 1872. At this first
release, more than 170,000 images from over 40 titles are accessible. We expect to include more titles in the
future. New issues of included titles will also be added upon receipt. Scholars doing research on Hong Kong
will find this a valuable resource.

HKJO can be accessed at the above URL, or from the Libraries web page, http://lib.hku.hk, and choosing
'HKUL Digital Initiatives'.

The Journal of the Hong Kong Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society is one of the journals in this online
collection.



Recent Publications

We are delighted to announce the very recent publication of Serving Hong Kong: The Hong Kong
Volunteers, published by the Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defence, to mark the 150" anniversary of the
founding of this esteemed organisation. Several present and past RASHKB Council members have been
involved in the writing and editing of this book, including Past President Dr. James Hayes, Dr. Solomon Bard,
Dr. Dan Waters, Tim Ko and Josephine Wong. Dr. Solomon Bard was Hon. Colonel of the Regiment in
1990. Sir David Ford wrote the Forward to the book and RAS Council Member Dr. Joseph Ting and
Chairman of the Volunteers Association, Mr. Ron Taylor, wrote the Prefaces.

The history of the Royal Hong Kong Regiment (The Volunteers) forms an important chapter of our past.
Founded in 1854 when the city was in its infancy and disbanded in 1995, by which time Hong Kong had
become a metropolis in this part of the world, the Hong Kong Volunteers have not only witnessed the
phenomenal changes that have taken place in Hong Kong in the last 150 years, but have contributed
significantly to its stability and growth prior to its disbandment.

The glorious past of the Hong Kong Volunteers now forms an integral part of a Permanent Exhibition on
the history of coastal defence at the Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defence, which is located where the
Volunteers fought heroically against the invading Japanese and sacrificed their lives in December 1941.

RAS Council Member and Immediate Past President Dr. Dan Waters voluntarily edited all the text and gave
invaluable advice and RAS Council Member Tim Ko’s enthusiasm and expert guidance enabled the
publication of the book. The book is illustrated with around 500 photographs, covering most of the century
and a half of the history of the Volunteers. This nicely produced book is available from the Hong Kong
Museum of History bookshop and is very good value at HK$160.00.

Long-time RASHKB member Sir David Akers-Jones new book Feeling the Stones: Reminiscences by David
Akers-Jones has recently been published by the Hong Kong University Press. In the Foreward, the Rt. Hon
Lord Wilson of Tillyorn writes “From his first arrival in Hong Kong in 1957, David Akers-Jones made it his
business to understand and get to know the people of Hong Kong, their culture, their history and their
ambitions. That deep understanding pervades this excellent, informative and fascinating book”. The book is
published in two versions, English and Chinese, and is available at a special discounted price for RASHKB
members from HKUP (see enclosed leaflet for members who receive this newsletter by mail — Email
recipients contact HKUP on 2550 2703 or Email hkupress@hku.hk or go to http://www.hkupress.org.)

Parsee cemetery in Canton

As a follow-up to the very successful visit to the Parsee Cemetery at Whampoa a few months ago, and to the
recent visit to the Parsee Cemetery and Prayer-Hall in Hong Kong, the Society has been assisting the Parsee
Community in Hong Kong in their attempts to get the Parsee Cemetery at Whampoa restored and opened to
the public. On March 8th, the President of the Society, Dr. Patrick Hase, accompanied Mr. Jal Shroff, the
President of the Parsee Community, and several other Parsee Trustees, on a visit to Canton. The Parsee
cemetery and Picnic House at Whampoa were visited. Members will be glad to know that the cemetery has
been made a Historical Monument, and given legal protection. A notice-board to this effect has been placed at
the foot of the hill on which the cemetery stands. Regular cutting of the undergrowth has rendered the path up
the hill much easier to negotiate than in the past! The party also had dinner with the Secretary-General of the
Guangzhou Committee of Antiquities and Monuments (M. Chen Yuhuan, who is also the Deputy Director of
the Canton Cultural Affairs Bureau), who expressed the eagerness of the Canton authorities to have the
cemetery restored. She will ensure that the necessary background research is undertaken, and hopes to have a
plan for the restoration finalised soon.

The Society will keep this project in view, and continue to give what assistance it can to this worthwhile
project.
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RASHKB visit to Tawang, Arunachal Pradesh

14 members made this interesting but somewhat strenuous journey in mid-January 2004, with the aim of
attending the annual Torgya festival and propitiation ceremonies at the famed Tawang Gompa in western
Arunachal Pradesh (formerly "North East Frontier Agency" or NEFA), India. This is one of the two major
annual celebrations at this gompa (the other is held in the autumn).

For the third year in a row, group bookings made with a Bangkok-based airline were annoyingly and
unceremoniously dumped at short notice. The main party of nine came to Kolkata early, with an overnight in
Dhaka; the second group of five reached in time for a few hours' sleep. All joined a mid-morning flight to
Guwahati and met up with the guides and the sturdy bus, which were with us throughout. After a late lunch,
we drove along the Brahmaputra to our overnight halt (with cultural show) at Hotel Luit in Tezpur. The next
day, after briefly visiting the Tipi Orchid Sanctuary, we had our Restricted Area Permits checked at
Bhalukpong Checkpost and proceeded uphill to Bomdila. All along the road from Bhalukpong to Tawang and
beyond, it was striking to see innumerable small and larger "In Memoriam™ and "In loving memory" plaques
to honour both the valour of officers and jawans fallen during the Sino-Indian war of 1962, and the losses
incurred by the Border Roads Organisation in building and maintaining the highway over these hills.

After overnighting in Bomdila, we took advantage of an opportunity window in the road-widening blasting to
slip through the pass down to Dirang for another overnight (at Hotel Pema Ling, the best hotel during this
trip). The following day, a steep switchback climb with cloudy views brought us to a welcome teastop before
Sela Pass (13,700 ft), then downhill - with stops to pay our respects at austere and dignified war memorials -
to Jang for hot lunch. We reached Tawang town "at the far edge of dusk", and stayed four nights at the
venerable Hotel Buddha (the best in town).

It snowed during this first night, and happily thereafter the weather remained fine. As the monks had delayed
the start of the ceremonies by a day, we took the chance to travel southwest towards the Bhutan border to
make a full-day visit to Zhemithang and pay respects to the famous Gorsam eye-chorten (on the pilgrim's
"chorten path™) which is being nicely re-furbished under the direction of the Rinpoche of the "Upper
Monastery" in Bomdila (which we also visited).

During the further days at Tawang we observed the monk dances and ceremonies (notably the bringing out,
blessing, and consignment to the fires of the sacrificial torma), inspected the prayer hall and adjacent
museum, checked out the handicrafts centre, paid our respects at the splendid and dignified Tawang War
Memorial, and attended the wang at the gompa. It was interesting to note that the dances and musical
accompaniment were more austere (some suggested more authentic to the original tradition) than those in
Bhutan, and the enthusiasm of the Monpa at the wang was almost without constraint at times.

Returning through a fine but bitterly cold Sela Pass, the group reached Dirang as light was fading. Many
shops in town were closed for a public holiday, but we fortunately made the acquaintance of Dr Mohan
Bhattacharya, Director of the National Research Centre on Yak under the ICAR (Indian
Council of Agricultural Research). With his staff, he received us nicely, provided coffee, and gave more than
an hour of his time to explain the background to his work. It was a pleasure to sign the visitor's book and to
ensure that the Society's library would receive future copies of the Centre's Newsletter. Accommodation
problems at Dirang were resolved, and on the next morning we variously walked or were driven down to a
new gompa, and then took some time to explore the water-driven grain mills of lower Dirang village and its
old dzong (sadly in need of repair). We had no time to visit the black-necked crane winter nesting sites.

Then uphill again to Bomdila, re-visiting the Handicraft Centre, and downhill to the Sherdukpen village of
Rupa and another fine gompa. Lunch was at the Circuit House, where at least one local lady greeted us with
the traditional extended tongue (also seen in Ladakh and parts of Tibet) and terrific smile. It was dark when
we reached Bhalukpong, and quite late when we got to Tezpur for a final dinner. We left early the next
morning via a "short-cut” to Guwahati airport, which we reached just as our flight was boarding.
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This was a splendid introduction to the Tibetan cultural area of Tawang and West Kameng districts of
Arunachal Pradesh, which deserves closer attention. However, although facilities were adequate - even
unexpectedly so in places - for our well-travelled group, there were a few rough edges (notably in
accommodation arrangements). The infrastructure for medium-sized groups is not yet strongly in place (ours
was one of the largest foreign groups to visit). This may change quickly as the Centre and the State
authorities move to rapidly increase foreign visits to this region. Tawang certainly deserves a further visit.

(The above article, written by Dr. Brian Shaw, will be reprinted in a future volume of the RASHKB Journal,
with photographs.)

Interesting Characters
Following on from the article in our April newsletter, we have received the following note from Dan Waters:

‘If you trace through history, so many interesting characters have resided in Hong Kong over the years. My
good friend Phillip Bruce (RASHKB April 2004 Newsletter, P.19) is quite right, the late Chief Inspector Les
Guyatt was one of them. He retired three times. The first time was as a Sergeant Major in the British Army.
The second was after service with the Palestine Police, and the third time was from the Hong Kong Police. As
Phillip says, Les cut a fine figure with his famous waxed moustache, his many tattoos and his sergeant major
voice. It was enough to strike terror into the heart of any young recruit.

Up until 1961, every able-bodied British male in Hong Kong had to serve in a voluntary organisation, it was
compulsory. | enrolled as a Special Constable — a ‘weekend policeman.” The first time | met Les Guyatt was
at the 1955 summer training Camp at Brick Hill, near Aberdeen. As Phillip says, he could ‘quiver with
indignation.” The first time | saw this was after a few of us came back one night from a party and we hoisted
Les’s bicycle up the flagpole! Next morning when he discovered it, at first there was hell to pay. But after a
while he calmed down and managed, so it seemed, to see the funny side. Certainly the Colony would have
been the poorer without characters like Les Guyatt. | stand to be corrected, yet when he died, nothing was
written about his life as far as | am aware. There should have been a piece in the SCMP.’
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Friends of the RAS Hong Kong Branch in UK

For those members returning to live in the U.K., the Friends organise lectures and visits on a regular basis
throughout the U.K. Any Hong Kong members visiting the U.K. are very welcome to attend any of their
functions. On 19" May, 2004 the Friends held a joint lecture with the Royal Society for Asian Affairs, which
over 70 people attended. RASHKB Life member Keith Stevens gave an excellent lecture entitled “Sino-
British Training of Chinese KMT Guerillas (1941-1945): a token operation in wartime China”. More joint
lectures are planned for the future. They held their AGM on 5™ June, after which they enjoyed a talk by
Michael Gillam on Samuel Cornell Plant, First Senior River Inspector on the Upper Yangtse. Michael
Gillam is a descendant of Captain Plant, on whom there was a short article in Volume 41 of our Journal. For
enquiries about the Friends, please contact Rosemary Lee at rosemary.lee@talk21.com or telephone 01491
873276.

For any members visiting the UK this summer, the following exhibitions may be of interest. In association
with the British Museum, the British Library is holding an exhibition entitled ‘The Silk Road: Trade, Travel,
War and Faith” until 5™ September. At the Pitt Rivers Museum in Oxford, ‘Seeing Lhasa: Depictions of the
Tibetan Capital 1936-1947° is on until November 2004. Rare photographs and albums, early film and
previously unseen paintings reveal British perceptions of Tibet prior to the Cultural Revolution. For
information call 01865 270927.

DSOSSDS55DD555S555SD553D555553555S3D553D553D5SSD55335S33553D533553335335>5>
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Correction

In the February newsletter, on page 5, under Asian Vernacular Architecture, a link was given to the series
homepage, which seems to have duplicated itself. The correct link is:-

http://www.newpaltz.edu/~knappr/SH-MMAVA/

Members may also be interested in Prof. Knapp’s general website, dealing with Chinese and Asian
architecture:-

http://www.newpaltz.edu/~knappr/

Professor Knapp welcomes manuscripts dealing with vernacular architecture in Hong Kong for the new
series of books entitled Spatial Habitus: Making and Meaning in Asia’s Vernacular Architecture.

SOSDSSSSSSSSSSSSSDSDSDSDSDSSSS555SSSSSDDSDDSSSSSSSSSS5S5D333S5DSS555>5>5>>

OF INTEREST TO MEMBERS

History of The Helena May

For those of you not familiar with The Helena May, it is the lovely old colonial building gracing Garden
Road, almost opposite the American Consulate. Helena, wife of Governor Henry May, was the driving force
behind the formation of the Helena May Institute, whose purpose was to provide safe accommodation for
single women working in Hong Kong at that time. With charitable donations from Mr. (later Sir) Ellis
Kadoorie and Ho Kom Tong, amongst others, and a grant of the site in Garden Road from the Government,
the Helena May Institute opened its doors in 1916. In preparation for its 90™ anniversary in 2006, current
members of the Helena May have formed a History Group, and hope to publish a small book on the history of
Helena May and the institute that she founded in 1916. All the records prior to 1946 were destroyed during
WWII, and we are searching for information about Helena May, her life before she came to Hong Kong, the
founding of the institute and its early days, the ladies who stayed there, their backgrounds and occupations,
social functions that were held there, etc. etc. If any RAS members know any ladies who either stayed there,
or who lived in Hong Kong in the early years of the institute and may have attended functions there, please
could they pass their contact details to Mary Painter, at the RAS email address or telephone 2813 7500.
Many thanks.

Friends of Hoi Ha

RAS members David and Nicola Newbery recently helped set up Friends of Hoi Ha, an environmental
pressure group. RAS members may like to support them in their endeavours to protect Hoi Ha Wan Marine
Park, either by joining FOHH or by passing on information about them to interested friends. Keep a look out
in the SCMP where they are often quoted on marine park issues. They have appeared before LegCo’s
Environmental Panel and are currently working on their third paper for presentation to them. They have
recently produced their first newsletter, with photographs showing the stunning beauty of the bay. This and a
membership application form can be found on their website: www.friendsofhoiha.net.
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Royal Over-Seas League

RAS members are cordially invited to book for the farewell lunchtime talk by the outgoing Canadian Consul-
General, Mr. Anthony F. Burger, in which he will review political and economic matters in Hong Kong. This
is being organised by the Royal Over-Seas League, at the China Club, 14/F, on July 7", from 12:15 p.m. Cost
HK$350, including drinks.

ROSL NEXT, the younger members' sub-group of the ROSL, is having an evening gathering at the new
residence of the new British Consul-General, on 16th July. Younger readers are welcome to book for that.
Send your e/mail address to secretary@rosl.org.hk, asking to be added to ROSL's mailing list for these
functions.

Hong Kong Memories: Selected Historical Pictures of the 19" Century
Special Exhibition Gallery (2), 3/F, Hong Kong Museum of Art

The Hong Kong Museum of Art houses a precious collection of historical pictures depicting the scenery and
life styles of the people in Hong Kong, Macau, Guangzhou and other trading ports on the China coast. Those
valuable works of art were made by artists of both Chinese and Western origins and have now been esteemed
as historical as well as aesthetic treasures. A display of about 60 oil paintings, watercolours and prints are
selected to illustrate the picturesque scenes in Hong Kong from the opening of the port to the late 19" century.
Gone are the modest fishing villages, the colonial architecture and the junks that once filled the Victoria
Harbour. It is only through the scenes preserved in these pictures that the past can be reconstructed.
Distinctive export goods including silverware, porcelain, lacquer ware and Canton enamel are also displayed
in the Gallery. The exhibition opens on 18" June.

Exhibitions at the Hong Kong University Museum and Art Gallery
The Central Business District: historical perspectives
9 June- 30 August 2004

This exhibition is jointly presented by the University Museum and Art Gallery, HKU, and the University’s
Centre of Urban Planning and Environmental Management (CUPEM).

Featuring mainly historical photographs, this exhibition will show the extraordinary rise of the Central
Business District from the 1840s to the present-day. Hong Kong’s Central district was established as the
centre of administrative and mercantile life in Hong Kong, a function that it continues to perform to this day.
As the importance of Hong Kong as an entrep6t grew, so did its population, increasing pressure on Central’s
most precious resource: land. By tracing the history of Central, this exhibition shows that reclamation, notably
the Praya Reclamation Scheme of 1890-1904, was the most effective solution to this problem. It also
encouraged the continual re-development of a single plot of land with successive generations of buildings.
Central continues to soar, its growth reflecting that of Hong Kong and her people. The exhibition will also
include a number of maps, models and historical paintings to elucidate this theme.

The Museum opening hours are Monday to Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.; Sundays 1:30 to 5:30 p.m. The
Museum is closed on public holidays. Admission is free. All are welcome.

Please visit the Museum website www.hku.hk/hkumag or call 2241-5512 for further information.
The Hong Kong Gardening Society

A friendly group that shares a love of gardening, whether it is with pots on a balcony, houseplants or a
garden. They don’t all have ‘green thumbs’ but they share tips and advice from a monthly newsletter and
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coffee mornings and arrange visits to gardens and places of horticultural interest. For information Email
membership@gardeninghongkong.com or call 2719 4870 or go to www.gardeninghongkong.com.

Publications Order Form
| am a member of the Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch

I would like to order . . . .. copies of In the Heart of the Metropolis: Yaumatei and Its People
at the special members’ price of HK$275.00 plus HK$40.00 postage per volume.

I would like to order . . . .. copies of Beyond the Metropolis: Villages in Hong Kong
at the special members’ price of HK$320.00 plus HK$40.00 postage per volume.

I would like to order . . . .. two-volume sets of the above books at HK$575.00 plus HK$70.00 postage.

RAS Journals

Vols 1-23 $100 each
Vols 24-28 $150 each
Vols 29-41 $200 each
Index to Vols 1-10 $ 50 each
Index to Vols 11-20 $ 50 each
Set of Journals in print, 1-41, including indexes $5,650per set
Hong Kong, Going and Gone $120.00
Some Traditional Chinese Ideas and Conceptions in Hong Kong Social Life Today $ 70.00
The Changing Face of Hong Kong (Symposium) $ 75.00
The Vegetation of Hong Kong — Structure & Change (Symposium) 1970 $100.00
The Fauna of Hong Kong (Symposium) 1976 $100.00
Hong Kong : The Interaction of Traditions & Life in the Towns 1972 $ 75.00
The New Territories and Its Future (Symposium) 1982 $ 75.00
Index to Sessional Papers $100.00
Aspects of Social Organisation in the New Territories (Symposium) 1964 $ 75.00

( ) copies of Journal VVolumes .

( ) Others (please specify) . . . .

P & P within Hong Kong HK$20.00 per volume (except Yaumatei & Villages books - $40
each)
HK$250.00 per full set of Journals

P & P Overseas (surface mail) HK$50.00 per volume (except Yaumatei & Villages books -

$125 each)
| attach my cheque for HKS............... to include postage, payable to the Royal Asiatic Society, Hong
Kong Branch. We accept GBP or US$ cheques at exchange rates of US$1=HK$7 / GBP1 = HK$10.
NAME. ..ot AAAresS......oeeiiiei
Daytime Tel.........cooeevviveennnnn, FaX. oo, E-Mail.........cooooveiii,
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Please return this form, together with your payment, to RASHKB, GPO BOX 3864, Hong Kong.
Cheques should be made payable to Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch.
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