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On 1st October, RAS Council Member Jason Wordie took over as Hon. Activities Co-ordinator from Janet 
Lee Scott, who stepped down in June this year.  We would like to take this opportunity of thanking Janet for 
all her hard work in organizing such a varied and interesting programme of lectures and visits during her 
tenure and to welcome Jason as our new Co-ordinator of Activities.

On Friday September 24th a full house of members and guests enjoyed a fascinating talk at City Hall, by 
internationally known collector of Chinese arts, Mr Humphrey Hui. On this occasion Mr Hui spoke of his 
great grandfather, Xu Yinngui, a first rank official in the Qing dynasty during the 19thC. This senior 
mandarin held many high ranking positions in the Chinese government, including being co-signatory, along 
with Claude Macdonald and Li Hongzhang, to the Extension of the Peking Convention, granting the lease of 
the New Territories to Britain in 1898.

Xu Yinggui was born in Guangzhou in 1832, the grandson of a government official, and a salt merchant who 
hailed from Suzhou.  Xu was an exceptionally clever boy who passed the imperial civil service examinations 
at the young age of 15, becoming a graduate of the highest examinations by the age of 18, and a member of 
the prestigious Hanlin Academy in Beijing a year later. 

Subsequently he held many high-ranking positions, including Minister of Works, Minister of Rites, and 
Grand Minister of the Office of Foreign Affairs. After signing the New Territories lease in Beijing, he was 
appointed Governor General of Fujian and Zhejiang provinces. In 1902 he established the island of Gulangyu, 
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opposite the port of Xiamen, as an international settlement. He retired in 1903 and passed away the same year
in Guangzhou.

Mr Hui’s presentation was well illustrated with copies of his grandfather’s faultless examination paper, 
ancestral portraits of Xu Yinggui and his principal wife (he also had another seven wives), examples of his 
dragon robe and surcoat, photos of the stele in Beijing with Xu’s name engraved upon it, and many other 
items, all of which brought history alive, and made for a memorable talk.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
  

FUTURE ACTIVITIES

Friday, 29th October Lecture Women at Work: Women Brothel Keepers in
19th Century Hong Kong

Saturday, 6th November Local Visit Guided tour of Central Police Station

Friday, 12th November                Lecture Reminiscences of a Volunteer Medical 
Officer in the Sham Shui Po
Prisoner-of-War Camp

26th – 28th November South China Visit Warlord-Era Kwangtung

Friday, 3rd December Lecture All the way with Ray: Fifty years of 
Uncle Ray Cordeiro’s music

Saturday, 4th December Local Visit Hong Kong Memories: Selected Historical
Pictures of the 19th Century

Friday, 10th December              Lecture/drinks                The Silk Road: Trade, Travel, War and
                                                     Faith

Friday, 14th January, 2005          Lecture                            Walking in Japan

Friday, 28th January              Lecture                            Hidden Treasures Found in the Shadows
                                                      of Lion Rock: James Legge’s Startling

                                                                                             Discoveries about Chinese History, 
                                                                                             Religions and Philosophies

April 23rd – May 1st              Overseas Visit                 Sabah: The Land Below the Wind

                              
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

City Hall Lecture                         Friday, 29th October 

Women at Work: Women Brothel Keepers in 19th Century Hong Kong 

Speaker: Dr. Elizabeth Sinn
Time: * 6:30 p.m.
Venue: * Hong Kong Central Library, Activity Room 1, G/F
Cost: The lecture is free and open to the public.
Booking: No booking is required.
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* Please note time and venue.  Tin Hau MTR station, exit B, or Causeway Bay station, exit F.

Prostitution, as is well known, was prevalent in 19th century Hong Kong.  Much less attention has been paid 
to the phenomenon of brothel keeping; the fact that brothel keepers in 19th century Hong Kong were all 
women, makes the subject even more absorbing.  This talk will describe brothel keeping as a form of 
business, and discuss how it gave Chinese women who were astute, enterprising and energetic a rare 
opportunity to develop their skills and attain economic success.  In a broader context, the talk will throw light 
on the social and economic possibilities and constraints the new colony presented to men and women in South 
China and beyond.

Dr. Elizabeth Sinn is Vice-President of the RASHKB.  She is Deputy Director of the Centre of Asian Studies 
and a Senior Lecturer/Associate Professor at the University of Hong Kong.  Her book, Power and Charity: 
The Early History of the Tung Wah Hospital, Hong Kong (Hong Kong: Oxford University Press, 1989) has 
recently been republished, with a new preface, as Power and Charity: The Chinese Merchant Elite in 
Colonial Hong Kong (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 2003).  

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Local Visit      Saturday, 6th November

Central Police Station, Hollywood Road

Participants:  This visit is limited to 30 participants, members only.
Meeting time and place: 1:00 pm sharp, at the entrance to the Police Station on Hollywood Road, at the top 
of the slope.  
Cost: $150, to include lunch.
Booking:  A booking form is at the end of this newsletter. Please return it not later than 25th October.  

Plans for the preservation and future use of Victoria Prison and Central Police Station have been in the news 
recently, along with Kom Tong Hall in the Mid-Levels and King Yin Lei mansion on Stubbs Road. Victoria 
Prison was built in 1841 and Central Police Station in 1864. Other buildings were added to the complex in 
1910 and 1925. In mid-December the Hong Kong Police will hand over the buildings and site to the 
Government for redevelopment.  At present some debate is taking place as to who will be granted the future
use of the site. In 1999, Swire Properties released a survey calling for a retail and entertainment complex. In 
July this year, five local families, led by the Hotungs, proposed a charitable foundation with a $500 million 
endowment to undertake renovation work and turn the buildings into an arts complex.  The Society has been 
fortunate enough to arrange a lunch (a simple Chinese meal) in Central Police Station followed by a tour of 
the site led by Superintendent Henry Ho Ming-sun, who has given numerous talks in the past about the 
history of the station.  

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

City Hall Lecture                     Friday, 12th November 

Reminiscences of a Volunteer Medical Officer in the Sham Shui Po Prisoner-of-War Camp

Speaker: Dr. Solomon Bard
Time: * 6:30 p.m.
Venue: * Lecture Hall, 2/F, Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defence, 175 Tung Hei Road,

Shau Kei Wan, Hong Kong
Cost: The lecture is free and open to the public. 
Booking: No booking is required.

* Please note time and venue.
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Dr. Solomon Bard, an Honorary Fellow of the Society and a noted historian and archeologist, will talk to the 
Society again, this time about his experience in the Sham Shui Po Prisoner-of-War Camp following the fall of 
Hong Kong in 1941.

Dr. Bard joined the Field Ambulance of the Hong Kong Volunteer Defence Corps in 1939 and was 
commissioned a year later.  As a medical officer in the Corps, Dr. Bard was mobilized upon the outbreak of 
war and participated in the subsequent battle in which the Corps played a memorable but costly part.  Along 
with other fellow Volunteers and Regular comrades, Dr. Bard was later interned at Sham Shui Po Prisoner-of-
War Camp for just over three and a half years of imprisonment.  In the talk, Dr. Bard will recall his 
experience in the Camp.

After the war, Dr. Bard joined the reconstituted Royal Hong Kong Defence Force and later served as 
Honorary Colonel of the Royal Hong Kong Regiment (The Volunteers) between 1982 and 1984.

Limited car parking is available.  If you need to park there, please contact Rebecca Cheung on 2569 1347 or 
Email to rnycheung@lcsd.gov.hk with your car registration number, at least a week beforehand.  For those 
who can go by public transport, Tim Ko will meet you outside the Statute Square exit of Central MTR station 
at 5:45 p.m. and take you to the museum.  For those wishing to go directly there by MTR, the nearest MTR 
station is Hang Fa Chuen. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Visit to South China         Friday, 26th – Sunday 28th November

Visit to Warlord-Era Kwangtung

Hoiping (Kaiping), north-west of Macau, had huge numbers of Overseas Chinese. In the 1920s, many of these
Overseas Chinese invested large sums back in their home villages. This was during the Warlord Era, when 
banditry was rife and local security poor, and so much of this investment was put into Guntowers (Diaolou) to 
protect the villages. Each village wanted a Diaolou that was bigger, better, and more fully decorated than their 
neighbours, and this competition led to huge numbers of such Diaolou being built. Even though many have 
since been destroyed, there are still over 1,800 Dialou built in this period in this area. Most were built in 
mixed Chinese-Western styles, with turrets, cupolas, decorative brackets, colonades, arches, and so on. At the 
same period, many rich returned Overseas Chinese built residential villas, with walled gardens, residential 
blocks, and one or more Diaolou, in the area, and the local market towns were rebuilt in the same period with 
high-quality shophouses with western-influenced decoration.

A visit to see these fascinating Warlord-era buildings has been arranged, to be led by our President, Dr Patrick 
Hase. The price is $1,800 for Members, and $2,100 for Non-Members, plus $350 Single Supplement. Those 
going on the trip should meet at the Canton Road ground-floor entrance to the China Ferry Terminal in 
Tsimshatsui, at 7.45 a.m. at the latest, on Friday 26th November, and so to Kong Mun (Jiangmen) by Ferry. 
On Friday afternoon the party will visit the superbly preserved market town of Chek Ham (Chikan), with its 
streets of shophouses and protective Diaolou (evening free). The party will stay at the high quality 5 Star Ever 
Joint Hotel. On Saturday 27th, the party will go to Tsz Lik (Jili) Village, to see the 14 Diaolou there, and then, 
in the afternoon the superb Lap Yuen (Liyuan) Residential Estate (a 1920s Villa and Garden complex). In the 
evening there will be a high-quality Tour Dinner. On Sunday 28th, the party will visit the Shui Shek Lau 
(Ruishilou) Diaolou at Hin Kong (Xiangiang), the largest and possibly the finest surviving Diaolou in the 
area. After lunch, return by Ferry, arriving back at Tsimshatsui at 19:10 p.m. An expert on the Hoiping 
Diaolou will accompany the party, as will officers of the Hoiping Watchtower Museum.

This will be a most interesting and exciting tour. Those interested should book a place by filling out the form 
at the end of this Newsletter. The tour is open to Members and Non-Members travelling as the guests of 
Members, on a first-come-first-served basis. For further details, please contact Dr Pat Hase at 9134-4237 or 
2658-6529.
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Lecture/Dinner                       Friday, 3rd December

All the Way with Ray: Fifty Years of Uncle Ray Cordeiro’s Music

Speaker: Mr. Ray Cordeiro 
Time: * 6:15 p.m.
Venue: * Lecture Theatre WLB 204, Wing Lung Bank Building, Hong Kong Baptist University, 

Renfrew Road Campus, Kowloon Tong.  (This is the new campus, opposite what was 
Osborne Barracks).  

Cost: The lecture is free and open to the public.
Booking: No booking is required.

This talk is jointly sponsored by the Department of Music and Fine Arts and the Department of Sociology  at 
the Hong Kong Baptist University, and the Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch.

Ray Cordeiro has truly earned the sobriquet of Hong Kong’s “Godfather of Pop Music”.  Born in Hong Kong 
in 1924, “Uncle Ray” commenced his broadcasting career at the age of 25 as a scriptwriter with the 
Rediffusion television service and, shortly afterwards, started hosting his own version of ‘Top of the Pops’.  
He joined Radio Television Hong Kong in 1970, taking the helm of the late-night pop music programme, 
which he continues to host to this day.  One wonders how many years, literally, of sleep he has lost in all that 
time!  All the Way with Ray has become a RTHK signature offering and propelled Ray into The Guinness 
Book of World Records as ‘The World’s Most Durable DJ’.  His many musical accomplishments also include 
the award of the MBE.  At the age of 80, he is still on the airwaves and going strong.

In his lecture, Uncle Ray will share with us his memories of his 55-year career together with insights into the 
highs and lows of the broadcasting industry in Hong Kong in that period.  During his on-air soirees, Ray has 
hosted and interviewed literally hundreds of the world’s greatest pop stars and entertainers and he will recount 
some of the more memorable exchanges.  Lastly, an evening with Uncle Ray would not be complete without 
those ‘golden oldies’, a selection of which Ray will use to populate his presentation.

Limited parking is available.  If you need to park there, please advise your car registration no. to Janet Lee 
Scott, tel. 3411 7132 or Email to jlscott@hkbu.edu.hk.    Otherwise, it is a five-minute walk from Kowloon 
Tong MTR/KCR station or Lok Fu MTR station, where taxis are plentiful.  A self-paying dinner is available 
after the lecture, starting at 8 p.m.  Dinner reservations must be made in advance; please contact Janet Lee 
Scott at the above email address a week in advance, if you wish to attend.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Local Visit      Saturday, 4th December

Hong Kong Memories: Selected Historical Pictures of the 19th Century

The Hong Kong Museum of Art houses a precious collection of historical pictures depicting the scenery and 
life styles of Hong Kong, Macau, Guangzhou and other trading ports on the China coast.  Some sixty oil 
paintings, watercolours and prints have been selected for this exhibition.  Distinctive export goods including 
silverware, porcelain, lacquerware and Canton enamel are also displayed.  Assistant Curator Rose Lee Wing-
chong will guide members around the exhibit.

Participants: This visit is limited to 20 participants, Members Only.
Time and Place: 2:30 p.m. sharp inside the entrance to the Art Museum, Salisbury Road, Tsimshatsui.
Cost: HK$50, to include admission to the Museum.
Booking: A booking form is at the end of this newsletter.  Please return it not later than 27th

November.
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Lecture and drinks        Friday, 10th December

The Silk Road: Trade, Travel, War and Faith with Dr. Susan Whitfield

In conjunction with the University of Hong Kong Museum Society, we are delighted to welcome Dr. Susan 
Whitworth, a world expert on the Silk Road, to talk to us about the wonderful exhibition she curated at the 
British Library this summer.

The Silk Road is often presented as a link between continents of civilisation – the west and the east.  
Narratives abound of the Silk Road: myths both ancient and medieval, historical annals, religious narratives, 
and tales of conquerors, monks, merchants and diplomats.    Dr. Susan Whitfield recently curated an 
exhibition: The Silk Road - Trade, Travel, War and Faith at the British Library.  The exhibition covers the 
period when pre-modern China was most receptive to outside influences – the first millennium A.D.  The 
exhibition shows a wide range of beautiful, striking, original paintings and artifacts. They all contribute to the 
telling of the stories of the Silk Road – lives touched by religious movement, war and its toll on life; lives 
dictated by the mundane – how to pay off debts, shame at getting drunk, how to stop mice eating the stock of 
grain.   Based on ancient religious and everyday arts, manuscripts, letters, sales contracts, even humble 
utensils and tools, Susan will illustrate in this lecture lives in the oasis communities from Sogdiana to 
Dunhuang.

The Silk Road: Trade, Travel, War and Faith was the most successful exhibition ever held at the British 
Library, with 155,000 visitors, over 1,200 a day for four months. The exhibition was a chance to display 
rarely-seen material, most of which has never before been brought together. It offered the visitor a journey 
through some of the many kingdoms and cultures of the eastern Silk Road - Sogdian Samarkand, Khotan, 
Kroraina, Tibetan Miran, Chinese Dunhuang and Uighur Gaochang. Yet the 400 items on display are a tiny 
proportion of the tens of thousands of artefacts found over the past century in this region and now in libraries 
and museums worldwide. The exhibition was part of a longer-term scholarly and educational initiative, both 
to conserve this material and to make it better known worldwide.

Dr. Susan Whitfield has been working on the Stein and Dunhuang materials held in the British Library and 
institutions worldwide for over a decade and she is founder and director of the International Dunhuang 
Project.  She publishes and lectures widely throughout Europe, America and Asia.  Her book “Life along the 
Silk Road” (John Murray and University of California) is used as a course book in several North American 
universities.  

Venue:  The Garden Room, The Helena May, Garden Road, Central.
Time: Drinks 6:30 – 7 p.m.  Lecture 7 – 8.30 p.m.
Cost: $180 for members, $230 non members, which includes drinks and canapés.  This event is open to 
Members, Members’ Guests and Others.
Booking: A booking form is at the end of this newsletter.  Please return it to arrive not later than 1st

December.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Proposed Visit to Sabah: April 23rd - May 1st, 2005

Expression of Interest

The Society is considering an eight-day trip to Sabah in late April next year. The trip will be led by Rev. Hans 
Lutz, who has many decades of direct experience with Sabah. As well as visiting Kota Kinabalu, it will visit 
parts of Sabah not usually visited by tourists. The tour itinerary will thus include a stop to visit a Pujau 
community (ex Sea Gypsies), a day on a Kampong (Sabahnese village) at Kudat in the far north, a visit to the 
Orang-Utan Sanctuary, a trip to Sandakan in the east, staying the night in a wildlife sanctuary outside the
town, but including also a visit to the town, and a train trip to the Tenom Gorges. At the moment the cost of 
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the tour is unknown, but it will be very competitive. The tour will also include, it is hoped, a dinner with the 
Councillors of the Sabah Society. 

At this stage, the Society wishes to know how many people would be interested in coming on this trip 
(Members and non-Members travelling as guests of Members), so that we can see if likely numbers are such 
that the trip is viable, and finalise details. All we want is a rough idea of likely numbers: if we don’t get 16 
takers we would have to cancel the whole idea, which would be a pity, as this is likely to be a very fascinating 
and interesting visit! Anyone interested, please fill out the form later in this Newsletter. Filling out the form 
is entirely without commitment at this stage. Please see the next Newsletter for more details: at that date we 
will be asking you for a commitment and a cheque, if those expressing an interest now are sufficiently 
numerous for us to go ahead.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

RAS BUSINESS

Farewell from the Assistant Secretary

Sadly, this will be my last newsletter, as my husband Allan and I are leaving Hong Kong in January next year, 
to return to the U.K. to live, after nearly 30 years in Hong Kong.  I have thoroughly enjoyed both the job and 
my membership of the RAS, from which I have acquired what I know will be a life-long interest in the history 
and culture of Asia.  It has been a privilege to meet so many interesting and knowledgeable (and nice!) 
people, and membership of the RAS has enriched our life in Hong Kong in so many ways.  We now look 
forward to joining the Friends in the U.K.  I would like you to welcome Jenny Day, an RAS member, who 
will be the new Assistant Secretary from lst November.  

We Were Soldiers Once, and Young

Dan Waters writes - Leading on from my lecture, We were Soldiers Once and Young, delivered in June 2004 
at the City Hall, readers may be interested in the experiences in battle of other present or past RASHKB 
members, all of whom I have had the privilege of knowing, some as close friends.

Some of you will remember Dr James Hayes, past President RASHKB, who spoke to the RAS in December 
1998 about his experiences in the Korean War in 1953. He has since written on the subject.

Dr Solomon Bard, Hon Fellow RASHKB, has written about his experiences including in the chapter, “Mount 
Davis and Sham Shui Po: A Medical Officer with the Volunteers,” in the book Dispersal and Renewal: Hong 
Kong During the War Years (1998), HKU Press. 

Brian Wilson wrote of his time with the Irish Guards in France in 1944 when he lost a lower leg to a German 
shell. His book, The Ever Open Eye, was published in 1998. Brian served as an Administrative Officer in HK 
for many years.

Banzai You Bastards! was written by the well known Hongkonger Jack Edwards and records his time during 
the Second World War fighting in Singapore as well as his years in prison camp in Japan.

A founder member of the RASHKB, in 1960, Professor Edmund Blundon wrote beautiful prose. He is listed 
in Chambers Biographical Dictonary as poet and critic. In 1928 he published Undertones of War which was
considered a classic and Chambers dictionary says it is “perhaps his best” book. He writes of his time in 
France in World War One in the Trenches. In peace time a gentle person, yet he was awarded a Military Cross 
in the war. In the 1950s and 1960s he was head of the English Department at HKU. 
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Tai Yam Neung

Does any member have any information please about the Hoklo Goddess Tai Yam Neung (Supreme Shade 
Woman or Wife). Her one day festival is held on the 15th day of the Eighth Moon in George Lane, off 
Staunton Street, in Sheung Wan. I am told she can also be found on Tsing Yi and in Tsz Wan Shan. Anyone 
know where?  I assume George Street was named after Mr George? Who was he?  Any information would be 
gratefully received.

Dan Waters 

RASHKB Volunteers 

RAS Council Member Bob Horsnell is now producing a comprehensive monthly newsletter on Volunteers 
activities.  If you would like a copy, please contact Mary Painter on 2813 7500 and you will be sent one.  If 
you think you may be interested in joining the Volunteers, please contact Bob on 2721 2015 or email 
argyho@netvigator.com for information.  The Friends of Heritage are still looking for recruits (see April 
newsletter).  For information call Ada Yau of the Antiquities & Monuments Office on 2721 1193.

University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong Collection

Scholars engaged in Hong Kong and China studies may be interested in The Hung On-To Memorial Library
which is located in the Special Collections of the University of Hong Kong. This Collection contains 
comprehensive and unique materials relating to Hong Kong including books, pamphlets, periodicals, 
newspaper clippings, audiovisual materials and CD-ROMs dealing with almost every aspect of Hong Kong 
history and life.

Materials of the Hung On-To Memorial Library must be used in the Special Collections area and may not be 
borrowed. To facilitate efficient information access, some of the Hong Kong related materials have been 
digitized and are available through the HKUL Digital Initiatives on the University Libraries' homepage 
(http://www.lib.hku.hk/).

Interested users may contact Ms Iris Chan, Special Collections Librarian at email: irischan@hkucc.hku.hk

Hong Kong Museum of History Exhibition

The Hong Kong Museum of History will hold a special exhibition called Hunting and Rituals – Treasures 
from the Ancient Dian Kingdom of Yunnan from 10th November 2004 – 21st February 2005.  

The ancient Dian Kingdom was established in the Dianchi area of Yunnan and reached its peak of 
development from the Warring States Period to the Western Han Dynasty. Apart from a very short narrative 
in Shiji ('Record of Historians'), written in about 100 BC by the Han historian, Sima Qian, we know very 
little about the Dian people.  However, the surveys and excavations of the Dian burial sites conducted in 1955 
and afterwards have led to a series of important discoveries, including the gold seal of the Dian king.  This 
has enabled the reconstruction of the archaeological past of the Dian culture. So far more than 30 sites of the 
Dian Kingdom have been excavated.

Three sites, namely Shizhanishan, Lijiashan and Yangfutou, are the largest in scale and have the greatest 
number of cultural remains discovered. Bronze objects such as cowrie containers and other artifacts decorated 
with human and animal figurines are the most spectacular masterpieces of the Dian culture.  This exhibition 
will lead the visitors to explore the mysterious culture of the Dian Kingdom and further enhance their 
understanding of the material culture, everyday life, military and religious activities, and arts and crafts of the 
Dian people.

For more information and visual images, please visit the Museum website at: http://hk.history.museum
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The Jiao Festival of Ha Tsuen in Yuen Long

The Jiao Festival of Ha Tsuen in Yuen Long will take place in November.  The major rituals will take place 
on 20 Nov 2004 (Sat) starting from 7am all the way to midnight. According to the Taoist priests' 
recommendation, those born in the year of Rooster aged 12, 24, 36, 48 and so forth are regarded as "not 
suitable" to attend the ritual that day (as shown in the notice supplied by the villager). Relevant articles on the 
subject can be found in the following RAS Journals and publications:-

Vol 26: "Observations at the Jiu Festival at Shek O and Tai Long Wan”, Vol 29.  "The Dangs of Kam Tin and 
their Jiu Festival", Vol 30.  "Studies on HK Jiao Festivals (with a list of academic works on the subject), 
Chapter 3 "Village Festivals" by Patrick Hase from Beyond the Metropolis: Villages in Hong Kong.

For more information, contact Josephine Wong at jolkwong@lcsd.gov.hk or tel 2724 9034.

Friends of the RAS Hong Kong Branch in UK

For those members returning to live in the U.K., the Friends organise lectures and visits on a regular basis 
throughout the U.K.  Any Hong Kong members visiting the U.K. are very welcome to attend any of their 
functions.  On Saturday 6th November, Mary Turnbull will give a lecture at SOAS, Russell Square, London, 
entitled Personal Reflections on Colonial Administration and Academia: Malaya, Singapore and Hong Kong.  
Mary, a long time member of the RASHKB, retired from Hong Kong in 1988 as Professor and Head of the 
History Department at Hong Kong University.  In the 1950s, she was an Administrative Officer in the 
Malayan Civil Service in Kuala Lumpur, during the Emergency and leading up to Independence.  The Friends 
will hold their annual Chinese New Year lunch on Saturday 12th February.  For enquiries, please contact 
Rosemary Lee at rosemary.lee@talk21.com or telephone 01491 873276.

The following exhibitions may be of interest to members visiting London:-  

The Victoria & Albert Museum are holding an exhibition entitled Encounters: The meeting of Asia and 
Europe 1500-1800.  For information call 020 7942 2211 or go to www.vam.ac.uk/encounters.  

Museum in Docklands is holding a gallery tour on Far Eastern Trade on 2nd December at 2 p.m.; also a 
Thames Tea Trail on 14th November at 1 p.m.  For information tel. 0870 444 3857 or go to
www.museumindocklands.org.uk.  

The Brunei Gallery at SOAS, Russell Square, London are holding an exhibition on Asian Medicine and 
Wellbeing from 13th October to 12th December.  Tel: 020 7499 2215.  

The Royal Society for Asian Affairs Archive Catalogue can be accessed from www.rsaa.org.uk.

Susanna Hoe has recently published a book entitled Madeira: Women, history, books and places.  Published 
by Holo Books, Oxford.  Paperback.  

The Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland

The Society, at 60 Queen’s Gardens, London W2 3AF, has a busy lecture programme which may interest 
members visiting London. For further information Email info@royalasiaticsociety.org or go to 
www.royalasiaticsociety.org.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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OF INTEREST TO MEMBERS

Department of Anthropology, Chinese University of Hong Kong

Friday Seminars Programme for Autumn 2004

October 29th.  Chief Curator of the Hong Kong Museum of History and RAS Council Member Dr. Joseph 
Ting will talk on Museums in Hong Kong: Past and Present.

November 5th.  Prof. Jing Jun, Dept. of Sociology, Tsinghua University, Beijing will talk on The Downside of 
China’s Fast Development: The Case of Public Health.

November 12th.  Dr. Tracey Lu, Dept. of Anthropology, CUHK, will talk on Cultural Heritage Management 
in Mainland China.

November 26th.  Dr. Lynne Nakano, Dept. of Japanese Studies, CUHK, will talk on Single Women in Tokyo 
and Hong Kong.

All seminars take place at 12:30 – 2 p.m. in room 401, Humanities Building, New Asia College, CUHK.  
Welcome to bring your own lunchbox to eat during the talk.

The Jewish Historical Society of Hong Kong

Dr. Maisie Meyer, author of the book From the Rivers of Babylon to the Whangpoo: A Century of Sephardi 
Jewish Life in Shanghai, will give a lecture on her book on Sunday 24th October at 7:30 p.m. at the Jewish 
Community Centre, 70 Robinson Road, Mid Levels.  Enquiries to 2801 5440.

The Textile Society of Hong Kong

The TSHK will be holding their Annual Bazaar at the Fringe Club on Saturday, 6th November from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.  Full details from Dorothy Berry 2867 2819 or Email to dsilkstone@cr.gov.hk.

Heritage Conservation: Opportunities and Challenges

A conference on the above subject, jointly organized by the Hong Kong Institute of Architects, The Hong 
Kong Institution of Engineers (Building Division & Structural Division) and the Hong Kong Institute of 
Surveyors, will take place on Saturday 23rd October, from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm at the JW Marriott Hotel.  For 
information please call Ms. Katherine Chow at 2372 0480 or email kat@creativegp.com.  

Christina Noble Children’s Foundation

A sponsored family Halloween Walk on Saturday 30th October on Lantau Island, meeting at the Discovery 
Bay Ferry Pier on Lantau at 12 noon.  Sponsorship forms are available from 2832 2186.  Money raised will 
go to help street children in Mongolia.

RAS member Mark Bayuk has very kindly sent the following information which may interest members:-

U.S. State Department Office of the Historian

If given the name of a historical Foreign Service Officer, the U.S. State Department will respond with 
information on the career postings of the officer and his date and place of birth and other biographical data. I 
have contacted them when I have old books with inscriptions by persons that appeared to be attached to the 
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U.S. Consulate General in Hong Kong or the American Legation in Peking, both in the early 1900's. The 
Office of the Historian consults a Foreign Service Officer Register and provides postings and date and place 
of birth or death.  Go to http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/c4293.htm.

U.S. Marine Corps History Center

The Marine Corps History Center is the better historical site for China Marine related questions, but it is 
not email accessible. In the 1920's and 1930's one quarter of the entire Marine Corps manpower was stationed 
in China at any one time. So there is a lot of China history associated with the U.S. Marines. If one is trying to 
find out about a so-called China Marine or a unit stationed in China during that time, he or the unit was most 
likely to have been in Shanghai or Peking. The history center can answer such questions. I think Marine 
historical documents are actually more accessible then those of any of the other U.S. military services.  A 
web access site is: http://hqinet001.hqmc.usmc.mil/HD/Home_Page.htm.


