





Future Activities

later that was changed to F14EHE because 51 and FRI% are pronounced the same in Cantonese, and BR3% is a
container or drum used for holding human waste. This was therefore considered not elegant. There are many
instances where the Chinese name for a street is not the same as the Chinese name historically adopted by early
government officials or other figures.

Mr Gillis Heller lives in Hong Kong but Seattle, Washington is his homeland. His father is a third generation
American, German-British and his mother was Hong Kong Chinese. Visits from his "exotic" relatives from Hong
Kong and, even more dramatic, some long visits peaked his interest in Hong Kong. He is a long-time resident of
Hong Kong, a lawyer for a public company, with a keen interest in Hong Kong history. Mr Andrew Yanne is his
mother’s younger brother.

Speaker: Mr Gillis Heller

Date/Time: Friday, 10 September 2010, 6.30 pm

Venue: City Hall High Block 8, Central

Booking:  There is no cost for this talk and no booking is required

* * * K X

LECTURE
Macau Fortifications
Visual Arts Centre « Friday 17 September

Established by the Portuguese as the first European enclave in China, Macau has seen
spectacular battles with the Dutch who coveted it, the pirates who ruled the seas and
the Chinese who wanted it back. It also witnessed the Japanese wars of the mid-
twentieth century and the turmoil of the Cultural Revolution, yet through it all it
managed to survive and now, back under Chinese sovereignty, to prosper. Mr Richard
Garrett will speak to us about Macau’s past conflicts and the measures the Portuguese
took to provide for the territory’s safety. These measures included the original border
wall constructed by the Chinese and the 17th century forts and walls built in response
to the attack by the Dutch.

Later, after the first Opium War more forts were built to counter any possible attack by
the Chinese. Their response was an attack named the Battle of Passaledo, which like
the Dutch attack was repulsed through a combination of daring men and good fortune.

In the 20th century works were undertaken to modernise the defences and new breech-loading guns were mounted
to guard against attacks from the sea. Fortunately these were not tested. During the Japanese War Portugal
remained neutral and Macau was a safe haven for many refugees. The ships that helped guard the territory and
Macau’s air forces are not forgotten and are also described.

Mr Richard J. Garrett is a specialist in antiqgue weapons. He has written numerous articles on the subject for
magazines and journals throughout the world. Mr Garrett graduated from Trinity College, Cambridge, and was a
Director of an international firm of consulting engineers in England and Hong Kong. He is a member of the Arms
and Armour Society, the Society for Army Historical Research, and the Ordnance Society. He is an Honorary
Research Fellow, Centre of Asian Studies, University of Hong Kong.

Speaker:  Mr Richard Garrett

Date/Time: Friday, 17 September 2010, 6.30 pm

Venue: Visual Arts Centre, 7A Kennedy Road, Central

Booking: Please send booking form shown on page 11 to Mrs Katherine Fenton at Flat E 28/F, 1 Island Place,
51 Tanner Road, North Point, Hong Kong

* *x *k Kk X
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Future Activities

ANNIVERSARY DINNER
Senior Officers’ Mess, Police Headquarters
Arsenal Street, Wan Chai
Saturday 9 October

This year the Hong Kong Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society celebrates the 50th anniversary of its reconstitution.
We are extremely proud of our many achievements in the last half century, and we intend to celebrate them in
suitable style.

We are organising a very special dinner for members and guests on Saturday 9 October. The venue will be the
Senior Officers’ Mess, Police Headquarters, Arsenal Street, Wan Chai, and we are particularly delighted to
announce Lord Wilson of Tillyorn has accepted our invitation to be our Guest of Honour and speaker. Lord Wilson,
as Sir David Wilson, was the Governor of Hong Kong during the extremely challenging period from 1987 to 1992.
He was also, during that time, our Patron. Since leaving his post as Governor, Lord Wilson has maintained close
contact with Hong Kong and has visited the territory frequently.

The dinner will be a formal event (black tie and dinner jacket for the gentlemen, and something suitably gorgeous
for the ladies — alternatively ladies and gentlemen may wear their National Dress, if they have one) and will
include some special features in recognition of Lord Wilson’s Scottish lineage. There will be one or two other
anniversary activities around the same time of the year, but the Anniversary Dinner will be the main event to
celebrate our proud history and success over the past fifty years.

The cost will be $500 for members of the Society, and $600 for guests. To register, the form shown below should
be sent with your cheque to Mrs Katherine Fenton. Please note that we require a deposit of $100 per person when
registering for the dinner. This is to enable us to gauge numbers as early as possible. The deposit will be fully
refundable should you have to cancel any time before 9 September. As mentioned, there is a dress code in order to
maximise the sense of occasion. Please be aware of this when making your booking.

ANNIVERSARY DINNER
Senior Officers’ Mess, Police Headquarters
Arsenal Street, Wan Chai
Saturday 9 October

Please reserve places for members at $500 each and places for guests at $600 each.

At this time, a deposit of $100 per person is needed. The balance of payment can be sent at a later date in
September.

I enclose my cheque for $ payable to “Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch”.

Please send cheque with this form to:
Katherine Fenton
Flat E, 28/F, 1 Island Place, 51 Tanner Road, North Point, Hong Kong (Telephone: 9331 2641)

* k% *x
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Future Activities

PROPOSED TRIP TO KAIPING (HOI PING)

The Immediate Past President of the Society, Dr Patrick H. Hase, will lead a trip to Kaiping in November 2010.
This will be similar, but not identical, to the trip arranged six years ago. Kaiping is well-known for its 1,880 great
defensive towers, or Diaolou, mostly built in the 1920s, many magnificently decorated. It is expected that the trip
will take in all four sites which were recently declared World Heritage Sites, together with Chikan (Chek Ham)
Town, and several villages. A number of Diaolou not usually open to the public will be opened for the party.
Departure will be at 5.30 p.m. on Thursday evening, November 4th, with return by the late evening (about 8.00
p.m.) on Sunday November 7th. Cost (including coach fare to and from Kaiping, three nights at the 5 Star Pan
Tower Hotel, transport and all entry fees within Kaiping, and all food within Kaiping) is expected to be about
$1,750 for Members, and $2,000 for guests and spouses not themselves Members, with a single-supplement of
$450 for a non-sharing room for three nights. Please look for further details and the Application Form in the
September Newsletter.

Please note that Kaiping is a centre for the eating of dog meat. While no-one will be asked to eat dog-meat, we will
not be able to avoid using restaurants which sell this foodstuff, since almost all Kaiping restaurants do. This will
mean entering restaurants which may have cages of dogs awaiting slaughter by their entrances. If this will offend
your sensibilities, then you should consider not attending this trip.

* kX Kk *x

OTHER FUTURE ACTIVITIES PLANNED

Friday 15 October Lecture by Dr Peter Wesley-Smith Planes stranded at Kai Tak Airport
Wednesday 20 October Lecture by Christine Loh History of the CCP in Hong Kong
Friday 12 November Lecture by Esme Parish 19th Century Chinese Export Silver
Friday 26 November Lecture by Dr Frank Dikotter Mao’s Great Leap Forward

Recent Activities

LECTURE
“The Self-Comb Ladies of Shunde”
The Helena May * Thursday 20 May
Reported by Valery Garrett

Professor Frances Wong was born in 1923 in Hong Kong and educated at Diocesan Girls School. In 1949, in
response to the Communist call to build a New China, she and her husband, both teachers, moved to mainland
China and, in the following 37 years, experienced all the political movements of that period. She wrote two books
on her trials and tribulations encountered in China, the latest being China Bound and Unbound, just published by
HKUP. Professor Wong lives in Guangzhou and is now a retired professor of English literature at the Jinan
University.

Unfortunately Professor Wong was indisposed at the time of her talk, but Dr Patricia Chiu nobly stepped in at the
last minute. She delivered Professor Wong’s fascinating talk about her personal relationships with “the Self-Comb
Ladies,” also known as “the Vowed Virgins” of Shunde in Guangdong province. These young girls, who, during a
ceremony of combing their hair eight times, vowed never to marry, and usually found work as domestic servants.
Many in Hong Kong will remember these ‘black and white” amahs of the 1960s and 70s.

By focusing on this unique group of Chinese women fighting for emancipation and independence by vowing life-
long chastity, the talk told of their contribution to society in the fields of economy and culture in the Pearl River
Delta Area. The Self-comb Ladies were one of the earliest groups of women in China staunchly fighting for their
independence and freedom in a male-dominated feudal society, thus deserving our respect and admiration.

* * *k Kk X
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Recent Activities

LECTURE
Flower Boats of the Pearl River Delta: Voices from the Past
City Hall « Friday 11 June
Reported by Colin Davidson

Professor Paul Van Dyke began his lecture by describing how his curiosity regarding Flower Boats was first
aroused by the discovery of a letter in the archives of Russell and Co., an American company in Canton active
during the China Trade. This was from eleven owners of Flower Boats moored close to Russell’s premises in
Canton, who were appealing against their possible relocation. The Flower boats subsequently proved to be a
fascinating study. They were a very significant part of life in the Pearl River Delta for over 150 years, yet little
evidence exists in official records. The best descriptions are found in foreign journals, and remaining evidence of
their very distinctive appearance can be seen in the many contemporary prints and photographs which illustrate
these craft.

At the height of the Canton Trade there would have been as many as 4,500 foreign sailors in Whampoa, for up to 3
or 4 months. No foreign women were allowed past Bocca Tigris, so the Flower Boats responded to considerable
demand. The nightly routine was for the Flower Boats to move downriver from Lob Lob Creek, where they moored
during the day, to the foreign boats anchored off Canton, returning to the Creek in the morning. A separate group of
Flower Boats, moored close to Canton, serviced Chinese sailors and merchants. These were strictly forbidden to
foreigners. With up to 60 junks in port, home to over 6,000 sailors, as well as all the associated officials, merchants
and administrators, there was much demand for these boats, as centres of pleasure and entertainment.

Many of the Flower Boats were highly ornate and very beautiful craft. The interiors could be lavish and extremely
impressive. Any manner of services could be provided in the most luxurious of surroundings, in response to the
diverse demands of customers. Food of all descriptions was provided by separate floating kitchens, which would
moor at the rear of the Flower Boats. Besides the obvious pleasures, the boats became the focus of exchanges and
trade, and considerable sums were spent on entertainment. The reputation of the Pearl River Flower Boats spread
far and wide, through the crews of the many foreign ships which visited the Delta.

Large numbers of people depended on the Flower Boats for their income. In addition to the 5 or 6 prostitutes on
each boat, there were boatmen, servants, waiters, musicians and other staff, depending on the services offered.
Many families were associated with the boats, and it was common for girls born into the business to be trained in
the required skills from a very early age.

By the late 19th Century the Flower Boat trade had become the focus of international criticism. Prostitutes in Hong
Kong, Singapore and as far afield as San Francisco were found to have learned their trade in the Flower Boats and
concern was raised that many of the girls were very young, at only 12-13 years old. The influence of the trade was
so widespread because it had been in operation for over a hundred years and was therefore very refined.

By 1910, the remaining Flower Boats had moved out from close to the shore of Canton to the centre of the river.
The last evidence of their existence is a National Geographic photograph of 1934, although they may have survived
for a short while after this. Now, there is no trace of this once very colourful trade, although Professor Van Dyke
wondered if the brightly lit highly decorated pleasure boats which now ply the Canton River are modern successors
to the Flower Boats of the past?

Professor Van Dyke’s lecture was much appreciated and by general agreement of members of the audience,

included one of the best power point presentations seen for a long time. The hope was expressed that the subject
would be the basis for a book, to be published in the not too distant future.

*k kK *x
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Of General Interest

She Did It!
Moody Tang walked the wall and raised funds for the RAS

RAS member Moody Tang completed her walk of the length of Hadrian’s Wall. Her effort in June to raise funds
during our 50th anniversary year is much appreciated. And thanks to your generous support, $20,000 has been
pledged. Your donations, made payable to: Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch can be sent to our GPO Box
3864, Hong Kong. Taking time off from her day job as an Assistant Curator at the Hong Kong Maritime Museum,
Moody spent nearly 5 days trekking 135 km (84 miles) from Wallsend to Bowness-on-Solway. She deserved that
well earned rest at the pub at the end of it all.

It is not too late to show your support for Moody’s effort. Even if you were unable to pledge before, you can still
send your donation. Please send a note via postal service or e-mail to membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk. As
the RAS is registered as a charity, all donations over $100 are tax deductible.

Went up to the Hotbank Crags, the most beautiful part of the whole trail Spent 4.5 days to finish the walk. Time for a cold pint and a Haggis pie!

* *x * Xk X

Laying of Wreath at Memorial Service on VJ Day

The RASHKB has been invited by Major Ronald Taylor (Rtr), on behalf of The Royal Hong Kong Regiment (The
Volunteers) Association, to lay a wreath on Sunday 15 August.

The wreath will be laid, jointly, by President Robert Nield and Veteran Dan Waters. The ceremony will commence

at 11 am and will last about 20 minutes. It will take place near the Shrine of Remembrance in the garden of the City
Hall and will commemorate the Dead, of all nationalities, creeds and customs, in World War Two.

* kx *k Kk Xx
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Of General Interest

The China Coast: Trade and the First Treaty Ports
by Robert Nield
Reviewed by Shiona Airlie

The treaty ports of China have been the subject of so many books over the years that old China hands might think
there is nothing new to say about them. Almost as soon as they were established in 1842, they became the subject
of articles, travelogues and general histories, as the eleven pages of bibliography contained in this one testify. The
names of Canton and Shanghai are familiar to everyone, whether they know about China or not, and so it comes as
a welcome surprise that this book not only heralds the first appearance of the subject for several decades, but that it
contributes something new and refreshing to the topic.

This is a beautifully produced volume filled with some wonderful illustrations. But it is so much more. The author
starts traditionally enough, with a brief historical summary of the emergence of western trade with China and the
creation of the five treaty ports. Portuguese, English, and Dutch trade all have their own chapters before the book
moves to its main purpose: an account of the development and trading history of Amoy, Canton, Foochow, Ningpo
and Shanghai. Hong Kong gets a chapter, too, as does Macao in the section dealing with the Portuguese.

Several aspects set this book apart from others that have covered the subject. Before he took up the honourable
profession of writing, the author was an accountant, and his intuitive understanding of accounts and balances, trade
and money, bring a most refreshing point of view to what might otherwise be a tired old subject. He understands
commerce in a way few traditional historians do, and this combined with an easy written style makes compulsive
reading. Bald facts and figures are transfigured into fascinating stories. It is not easy to make the Opium Wars
sound interesting, but this author does. For anyone who has never been quite sure exactly why the opium trade
developed, then this book explains it quite splendidly. Having struggled in the past with some very serious books
dealing with this trade, it is a delight to come across a book that explains the whole tea, silk, silver, opium cycle so
lucidly.

It is written by someone who has a real passion for trade, and as it is accompanied by a gently dry wit, the result is
extremely readable. General readers will love its easy style. Mr Nield remarks that the Boxers’ belief in their
immunity to bullets and swords ‘turned out to be overly optimistic’. Later, with similar candour, he notes that
1930s Foochow, with a population of half a million inhabitants, was bound to prosper commercially, for *a group of
people that size in China will always generate business.” But China specialists will also find much to enjoy here. As
each port's past trade and history is discussed, the author brings the story into the present day with descriptions of
what can be found there now. The ports are brought alive, and the reports of their rise, and in some instances
decline and fall, shed some new light on western trade in China.

The author chose to use the names the ports were known by when they were treaty ports. Some may frown at the
lack of Pinyin romanisation, though it is given after each old name in the text. As one who was asked, not so long
ago, how far Beijing was from Peking, | think he made the correct decision. General readers do not necessarily
know, even today, that Canton is now Guangzhou, or Amoy Xiamen, and it is nice to see that acknowledged.

If there are any criticisms to make about an otherwise excellent production, it is the author’s use of bullet points in
the chapters about the ports. These lists of companies halt the flow of his writing, and | can only assume it was
done to save space. Similarly, it would have been nicer to see some larger illustrations, as the author has done a
remarkable job tracking down so many, but | fear that wish would have put the price up tenfold. That apart, this
fills a very useful gap in our knowledge of China, and if you only read one book about these ports, this is the one to
have.

The China Coast: Trade and the First Treaty Ports by Robert Nield, Catalpa Series, Joint Publishing (HK) Co. Ltd.
ISBN: 978-962-04-2987-3
Price: HK$198

Shiona Airlie is a biographer and historian who has lectured and written about China for more than twenty years.

* Kk kK x
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Of General Interest

Proposed relocation of the Maritime Museum
from Stanley to Pier 8 in Central

The Maritime Museum is an independent public museum which opened in September 2005 in Murray House,
Stanley. Funded by a charitable trust, the museum tells the story of Hong Kong’s maritime heritage, present and
future. It is proposed for the Maritime Museum to be co-located in Pier 8 with the Star Ferry. This will make the
piers a ‘two-in-one’ destination as people can ride the Star Ferry and enjoy a maritime resource centre with 14
galleries covering different maritime themes. Pier 8 in Central will make it easier for residents and visitors to enjoy
the Maritime Museum, and the Central Waterfront will become a more interesting destination. For more
information please contact Willy Kwong at willy@designinghongkong.com (6231 1133) or Eva Tam at
eva@designinghongkong.com.

* * *k Kk X

A memorial to 13 Chinese Labour Corps members

A memorial to 13 Chinese Labour Corps members, who were killed by a German bomb, will be dedicated later this
year at a site near Poperinge. There will be a plinth, for the statue of the CLC labourer, which is now being carved
in China and will be shipped from there. The unknown labourer depicted is from a photograph which was used on
the posters for the recent Conference about the CLC held at Boulogne and Ypres. This can be seen on the website,
www.clc-eu.net, under ‘In de Media’ article of 28 May. He is the Labourer on the left side of the pair. For anyone
who may be interested, see the website www.clc-eu.net under *media’ for photos and commentaries for the opening
ceremony of the Exhibition at the In Flanders Fields Museum,Ypres.

* *x * Kk X

“A Seller of ‘Sing-Songs”

In his article, “A Seller of ‘Sing-Songs”, on the foreign trade conducted in Guangzhou and Macau in the first half
of the nineteenth century, J.M. Braga rhetorically asked if the activities of the London merchant John Henry Cox
had “contributed not a little to the spread of those notions of free trade which took hold of the consciousness of an
industrialized Britain and, in course of time, to an awakening of the East”. Since Braga’s pioneering article was
published by the University of Hong Kong in 1964, a spate of publications has appeared, discussing not only the
goods, but also the art that was produced for export to the West. Following Carl Crossman’s 1970s writings on the
decorative arts of the China trade, art collections and art exhibitions of significant cultural value have mushroomed
in China, Europe and the U.S., as well as in Hong Kong and Macau. They attest to the importance of an era that has
had such a dramatic impact on the world that we know today.

An MRI International Workshop 2011, “China Trade" Merchants and Artists (1760-1860): New Historical and
Cultural Perspectives will be held in Macau on March 2, 2011. You are invited to submit papers which discuss
historical, economic and artistic developments that took place from approximately the 1760s to the 1860s in
Guangzhou, Macau and Hong Kong. Additional information can be found at workshop2011@riccimac.org.

* *x *k Kk X
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Of General Interest

NOTE CARDS

Photographs from A Sense of Place, RAS trips to Bhutan, covers from RAS Hong Kong Study Series books, and
butterflies from the book An Epitome of the Natural History of China are depicted on note cards. The set of 8 cards,
blank on the inside for your personal notes, is available at the price of $40 per set. The proceeds from the sales will
go to benefit The Sir Lindsay and Lady Ride Memorial Fund. Please send requests to
membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk or call 2813 7500.

* * * K X

Librar_y News

DONATIONS
The following items have recently been received as donations to the RAS library:
From Dan Waters
T A R 10087 = South China research resource station newsletter. 7 © 2 53 iff 42 @ 1% [ 72 ZORH=S,

2009 4 5 56 H]]

From Institute of Ethnology, Academia Sinica
WEBA, 220, AR g/ e =C . — ot 2 AT rhgeifF g8 RS ST, BEIE] 98 [2009]

From Anonymous
Fung, Cornelia Lichauco. Beneath the Banyan Tree: My Family Chronicles. Hong Kong: CBL Fung, 2009

BB, 7/ CHE T8 AT B FE, 1644-1911. SN @ &M A B HE ik, 2009

Hirg - A B0k R FATL 7 = A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street. 7 2 3E & FR i 45
hindfE, mINIRGE. B L SR (B A RRAE], 2010
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Booking Forms

LECTURE
The China Coast: Trade and the First Treaty Ports
Visual Arts Centre « Friday 27 August
Please reserve places for members at $50 each and places for guests at $70 each.

I enclose my cheque for $ payable to “Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch”.

Name(s) of Member(s): (please Print) .......cccecvveveieiecieiece e Membership NO.: .....ccoovviiiieiee,
N E TR TeT () oL TN T € ) SR
Telephone: (daytime)........ccoocvvveierereneeee e (BVENING) c.viieeieeiee e
MODIIE: oo Email: (please print) .......cccevveveveieeicece e

Please send cheque with this form to:
Mrs May Holdsworth
27/F, 46 Baguio Villas, 550 Victoria Road, Hong Kong

LECTURE
Macau Fortifications
Visual Arts Centre * Friday 17 September

Please reserve places for members at $50 each and places for guests at $70 each.

I enclose my cheque for $ payable to “Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch”.

Name(s) of Member(s): (please Print) .......ccceevveveieieciieiece e Membership NO.: ...ccooviviiiciee,
N E TR Lo ) 0L UL € SR
Telephone: (daytime)........c.ccceevevieveiiiicicece e (BVENING) c.veieceeeeeeee e
MODITE: e Email: (please print) .......cccevveevenveieeese e

Please send cheque with this form to:
Katherine Fenton
Flat E, 28/F, 1 Island Place, 51 Tanner Road, North Point, Hong Kong (Telephone: 9331 2641)
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