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It gives me great pleasure in wishing all members of the RASHKB and 
members of the Friends of the RASHKB best wishes for the Spring 
Festival and for the coming Year of the Goat. Whether you spent your 
holiday in Hong Kong or overseas, I hope it was a joyful time. I was 
fortunate to spend some time in Portugal recently visiting Lisbon and the 
Algarve. In addition to meeting old friends from Hong Kong, I also spent 
time visiting some of the historical sites connected with Portugal’s 
‘Golden Age of Discovery’, such as the Monastery of St Jeronimo and 
the Tower of St Vicente at Belem. Lisbon is also home to a wonderful 
institution called the Gremio Literario, which was founded in 1846 and 
is housed in a former palace in the elegant Chiado district. Its finely decorated and furnished rooms 
would certainly make an ideal setting for RASHKB talks and it boasts a wonderful library. Lisbon 
might be a little too far for us to visit but Macau certainly isn’t and I hope that in the coming year we 
will be able to engage in a visit to this former Portuguese enclave. 
 
Our events programme, so far this year, has been determined by two major holidays. Nevertheless, 
the much anticipated talk by Prof Robert Bickers, from Bristol University, and the talk by writer-
journalist Philip Bowring were both well attended and well received. I received a very appreciative 
email from Prof Bickers who obviously enjoyed his visit to Hong Kong and our Branch. I certainly 
hope that he will consider making a return visit in the not too distant future. 
 
2015 marks some notable anniversaries, including one by a certain local bank you may have heard of 
with branches in Hong Kong and Shanghai? It also marks the seventieth anniversary of the ending of 
the Pacific War. I hope that this event might lead to some special talks. If members are aware of any 
special anniversaries please let the Activities Committee know. One event that deserves a special 
mention is the recent visit to the Chinese University Art Gallery and campus, which was arranged by 
our Hon Treasurer, Mrs Connie Carmichael. This visit arose from a suggestion that members who 
have a special connection with a particular area, district or island might wish to organise a visit to 
their location. The idea is an interesting one and suggestions and offers for other visits are welcome.  
 
March will be a busy month and the programme is looking quite full with three talks and one local 
visit. Subjects for the talks range from North Korea to the administration of San On County, which 
included Hong Kong under Chinese imperial rule. This latter topic is the subject of a new book being 
written by RASHKB past president Dr Pat Hase. The third talk will be by an overseas speaker Mr 
Andrew Hicks and deals with the ‘Friends Ambulance Unit – China Convoy’. The talk will focus on 
events between 1945 and 1951 and is based on a very well-illustrated book which is about to be 
published and which I hope will be available for purchase at the event. I think this promises to be a 
rather special event and the speaker will be coming to Hong Kong from Yunnan Province where he 
will be retracing the route of the Burma Road and other locations connected with the FAU. Further 
details of the book will be made available when known. To round off the March events we shall be 
visiting Western District and will be taken on a guided tour of the former Tai Ping Shan area that was 
severely affected during the plague epidemic in 1894. I would like to thank Dr Helen Tinsley for her 
time and effort in arranging this visit which, I am sure, will be of considerable interest to all 
members. 
 
Suggestions for talks continue to be received from members and these are considered by the ActCom. 
Where possible if you can include the name of a potential speaker that is of considerable assistance. 
An example of this member contribution is the suggestion received from John Leighton, which has 
resulted in the invitation to Andrew Hicks to speak. Once again, I would like to remind members that 
your Branch is run almost entirely by volunteers for the benefit of its members. I think what we 
achieve is remarkable but involves time and effort; can you spare time to help? If so please let me 
know. 
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I do hope that by now all members who pay their annual subscriptions by cheque have done so and 
for those who pay by standing order that you have checked that the amount debited is for the current 
category of subscription. Having to chase members for outstanding subscriptions is very time 
consuming. You can help by quickly checking to see that your subscription has been paid. * 
 
I am sure that over the last few days many of you have been giving out Laisee or ‘Red Packets’ to 
family members, friends and to those deserving of special recognition for past services over the 
previous year. As you know during 2014, we have been conducting a special appeal with the aim of 
raising additional funds for the Sir Lindsey and Lady Ride Trust Fund. This accounts for the 
appearance of a transparent donation box at various events. I am pleased to say that we have raised 
HK$2,600. The Ride Fund carries out some particularly good work in providing financial assistance 
for works on Hong Kong, which for various reasons may not be commercially viable if given to a 
publisher. The Hong Kong University Press under the title Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Study 
Series publishes the books sponsored by the Fund. The cost of producing a new title is approximately 
$25,000. As you can see our 2014, Appeal has not quite made enough to support one title. May I ask 
all members of the Branch to consider one special Laisee to support this worthwhile cause? A 
donation form is enclosed in this Newsletter for your convenience. Please complete this form and 
send it with your cheque to the Hon Treasurer at the RASHKB GPO box. 
 
I hope that the year ahead will be another good one for the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch 
and that you, the members, will derive pleasure and interest from it. I very much look forward to 
seeing as many of you as possible at our forthcoming events and please remember our AGM will take 
place on FRIDAY 24 APRIL 2015. 

 
Michael Broom 
President 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* A renewal form is included at the back of this issue  
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LECTURE 
 

‘Life in North Korea- for North Koreans and for expatriates 
working there’ 

Friday • 6 March 2015 
 
North Korea (DPRK) is a country often written about in international media and news items, but 
accurate information and a good understanding of its people and culture can be difficult to find. 
 
The focus of this talk, with recent insights, is on life in North Korea from the perspective of ordinary 
North Koreans and for expatriates working there, as well as some important facts and figures about 
the country. 
 
This is a chance to learn something about the housing, education and health systems in DPRK as well 
as, importantly, how food is provided through the public distribution system and also recently 
markets. We will hear how these systems shape the daily lives and aspirations of local people, both in 
the cities and countryside of DPRK. We will also learn how the local communication and travel 
systems, arts and culture impact upon lives, be it working, learning or socializing. Some emerging 
trends can be found - with an increase in the use of colour, and rising confidence of local people - 
fashionable high heels and umbrellas with sparkles are much appreciated. 
 
Life for the few foreigners who reside in North Korea will also be reviewed. Most are either part of 
the diplomatic community working in embassies and consulates, or are involved in aid projects. 
 
The talk is based on the speaker’s five years of work experience in Pyongyang heading the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (2006-2011), as well as recent visits in support of various 
aid projects. The impact of isolation and international sanctions on development potential and 
constructive engagement will be touched upon. 
 
The speaker  
 
From 1978-2006 Katharina Zellweger was based in Hong Kong, working for the Catholic agency, 
Caritas. As a senior aid manager with many years of field experience, she has played a key role in 
pioneering Caritas involvement initiatives in China and North Korea. During the 1990’s she was 
deeply involved in the channeling of effective food aid into North Korea.  
 

She is currently a Visiting 
Fellow at the Center for 
International Security and 
Cooperation at Stanford 
University, USA. Prior to 
that she was the Pantech 
Fellow in Korean Studies 
at the Walter H. 
Shorenstein Asia - Pacific 
Research Centre, in 
residence at Stanford 
University from 
November 2011 to August 
2013. She is a frequent 
presenter on the topic of 
the situation of the North 
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Korean people to audiences in the USA and elsewhere, with contributions and participation in 
workshops, seminars and conferences about humanitarian as well as security issues on the Korean 
Peninsula - with particular reference to North Korea. 
 
She received the South Korean Bishop Tji Hak-soon Justice and Peace Award in 2005, and the Dame 
of St Gregory the Great from the Vatican for her work in North Korea. She has a Master’s degree in 
International Administration. 
 
At the invitation of the Korean Society of New York, she has also organized an ongoing and 
travelling exhibition of her collection of North Korean socialist posters. 
 
 
Speaker:  Kathi Zellweger 
Date/Time: 6 March, 2015 / 6:30 for 7.00 pm lecture 
Venue:  Centre for Visual Arts, 7A Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels 
Admission: Members $75; Non-Members / Guests $125.  
Booking: Please email in advance to fulttins@netvigator.com to reserve your place, and pay 

at the door.  
 
 

****** 
 
 

LECTURE 
 

Forgotten Heroes: The Magistrates of San On 
Friday • 13 March 2015 

 
In Imperial times, China was divided into some 1,100 Counties, each of which was administered by a 
Magistrate. For the vast majority of the Chinese people, the only facets of the Chinese Imperial state 
which they would ever come across would be the Magistrate of the County in which they lived, and 
the local military commander. The Magistrate, as the head of the County administration, was central 
to the development of the County. The Imperial authorities expected the men they appointed as 
Magistrates to be Confucian Superior Men, that is, men living in accordance with the Confucian 
ideals of selfless public-spirited service, closeness to the people, personal gravity and dignity, 
combined with great intelligence perfected by a rigorous education, all coupled with lifelong 
dedication to the good of the people. Unfortunately, for a thousand years, stories abound of 
Magistrates who were self-centred, interested only in what they could get out of their position, 
dominated entirely by lust and greed. Most people take it as a truism, in fact, that all Imperial County 
Magistrates were unworthy, corrupt, and ‘on the make’. 
 
Surprisingly, given the absolute centrality of the Magistrates in the history of their Counties, nothing 
has been done to study them at the local level, to see what they were like as men, what they did, or 
failed to do, for their Counties, and what their Counties thought of them. Studies of the Magistrates 
which have been made are based on nationwide surveys, and are dominated by extreme cases. 
 
San On, the County in which the Hong Kong area lay before the coming of the British, was a typical, 
remote, rural County. Evidence survives, in the 1688 County Gazetteer to allow a study to be 
undertaken of the Magistrates of San On in the late Ming and early Qing. This shows that the bulk of 
them were conscientious and hard-working officials, and many were Confucian Superior Men in the 
full sense. 
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This talk will discuss this evidence, and show what these Magistrates did, and what they tried, but 
failed to do, and how the County community viewed them and their endeavours. It will also suggest 
why, unfairly, the Magistrates are so universally classed as corrupt and unworthy. 
 
About the author 

 
Dr Patrick Hase came to Hong Kong in 1972, to work as a Government 
officer, after studying for his Doctorate at Cambridge University (on c7-8 
Ecclesiastical History in England).  He joined the Royal Asiatic Society 
Hong Kong Branch in 1974 (Council Member from 1982, as Editor of the 
Journal) and began studying the local New Territories village history and 
culture in a small way, which slowly grew.  He has published a large 
number of articles in these fields, almost all of them in the Journal. He 
edited the Society’s books on Yaumatei (In the Heart of the Metropolis: 
Yaumatei and its People) and the New Territories (Beyond the Metropolis: 
Villages in Hong Kong) and has written two volumes in the Society’s Hong 
Kong Studies Service among other books, The Six-Day War of 1899: Hong 

Kong in the Age of Imperialism, (subsequently also published in Chinese translation) and Custom, 
Land, and Livelihood in Rural South China: The Traditional land Law of Hong Kong’s New 
Territories, 1759-1950. 

 
He was President of the Society for four years, up to 2005, and is an Honorary Fellow of the Society. 
He is also a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London (F.S.A), and an Honorary Adviser (Local 
History) to the Leisure and Cultural Services Department of the Government of Hong Kong, to the 
Zhongying Street Historical Museum, Sha Tau Kok and to the People’s Government of the 
Municipality of Kaiping, Guangdong. 
 
He is married with four children.  
 
Speaker:       Patrick Hase 
Date/Time:   Friday 13 March 2015 / 6:30 for 7.00 pm lecture  
Venue: Centre for Visual Arts, 7A Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels 
Admission: Members $75; Non-members / Guests $125 
Booking: Please email in advance to president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk to reserve your 

place, and pay at the door. 
 

 
****** 

 
LECTURE 

 
A TRUE FRIEND TO CHINA 

' Jack Jones - The Lost Writings of a Heroic Nobody' 
The Friends Ambulance Unit 'China Convoy', 1945-1951 

Friday • 27 March 2015 
 
 

Newly published by Earnshaw Books under the above title, Andrew Hicks will present the story of his 
book on the work of the FAU 'China Convoy' in the late nineteen forties. The book is a 400 page 
edited collection of the contemporary writings in China of Jack Jones, who was the FAU's Chungking-
based Transport Director, and includes over 500 photo images. 
 

mailto:president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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Jack was an obsessive writer and with a bottle always to 
hand  he tirelessly beat the keys of his battered typewriter in 
the heat and humidity of the FAU's Chungking transport 
depot.  Published in the FAU's regular newsletter for a tiny 
audience of staff scattered across China, his articles were 
lost and forgotten until Andrew recently rediscovered them 
in the Quaker archives in London. They tell engagingly of 
the FAU's gargantuan struggles to distribute medical 
supplies across vast distances over washed out roads, using 
battered trucks that broke down daily, facing the assaults of 
extreme heat and cold, of marauding soldiers, bandits and 
obstructive bureaucrats. Jack, with Lord Hugh, the son of the 
Duke of Bedford on board, drove his truck over the edge, 
falling sixty feet into a ravine. He was captured by bandits and beaten with the flat of a sword and he 
nearly died of typhus; improbable tales but all true and powerfully told by Jack in the book. Somehow 
the China Convoy succeeded in supplying struggling hospitals against all the odds, saving many lives, 
as they weathered the arrival in Chungking of the communist regime, though not for very long.   
 
The book also presents Jack's many remarkable friends, both foreign and Chinese. Geoffrey Bonsall of 
RAS renown had his first experience of China with Jack's transport unit. Peter Mason was only 
eighteen when he arrived in Hong Kong before being flown in to Chungking. Bob and Dorothy 
Reuman worked at the North Point Relief Camp before being cleared to fly to Chungking just two 
days before the night sky was lit up by the communist assault on the city. 
Jack was finally ejected from China by the new regime, going down the Yangtse gorges to Hankow 
and in June 1951 ultimately arriving by train at Lowu in rags and straw sandals.  Jack himself never 
returned to live in England but settled in Thailand from where in 1956 as, 'Jack Reynolds' he published 
in New York and London a best-selling novel called, ‘A Woman of Bangkok’. His plot closely 
anticipated Richard Mason's, 'The World of Suzie Wong'  by just one year, being about a similar though 
darker affair with a lady of the night. 
 
Andrew's book and his lecture therefore tell of a feudal China in its death throes, of Jack's personal 
story of a positive contribution to the Chinese people that toted neither guns, drugs nor bibles and of 
this recent discovery of a rare source of contemporary writings from that era. The talk will be fully 
illustrated with photos of the time, including colour shots of Hong Kong in 1951. 
 
About the author 

Andrew Hicks lectured in Law at the University of Hong Kong from 1976 
to 1983. Prior to that he had practiced as a Solicitor in Lincolns' Inn 
Fields, London, before escaping to lecture at a university in northern 
Nigeria. In Hong Kong he started fund raising for the Hong Kong Oxfam 
Group and was regularly visited by Bernard Llewellyn, Oxfam's overseas 
director, a project that later became Oxfam Hong Kong. His next stop was 
five years at the National University of Singapore, then returning to the 
UK to a position at the University of Exeter. On taking early retirement he 
settled in Thailand and, thus inspired, wrote a couple of books with a 
much better story line than commercial law. There he became interested in 
the all but forgotten author, 'Jack Reynolds', and discovered that Jack had 
been a close friend of Bernard Llewellyn, both of them serving in China 
with the Friends Ambulance Unit.  

 
Thus began his fascination with Jack Jones and the FAU. More than five years of research has now 
brought his book to publication and to a three week trip exploring Yunnan province and the wilds of 



Future Activities 
 

Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch      Page 9 
 

the Burma Road. Arriving from Kunming, a stop-over in Hong Kong en route to London now gives 
him the opportunity to present this lecture to the Royal Asiatic Society. (Enquiries about the book can 
be made to arhicks56@hotmail.com.) 
 

 
                     

 
 

 
 
Speaker:       Andrew Hicks 
Date/Time:   Friday 27 March 2015 / 6:30 for 7.00 pm lecture  
Venue: The Helena May (Garden Room), 35 Garden Road, Central 
Admission: Members $75; Non-members / Guests $125 
Booking: Please email in advance to president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk to reserve your 

place, and pay at the door. 

Burma Road – 24 Bends Mountain Pass 

Chinese & Expat Staff 

FAU Chungking depot & garage 

FAU Convoy at Qujing Garage 
waiting to leave for Henan 

mailto:arhicks56@hotmail.com
mailto:president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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LOCAL VISIT 
 

‘The History of Plague in Hong Kong’ 
Saturday • 28 March, 2015 

 
‘In observation and experiment, chance favours only the prepared mind - Louis Pasteur ’ 

 
In 1894 a plague epidemic came to Hong Kong from China. One of the most severely affected areas 
was the Chinese community in and around Tai Ping Shan district in Western District, where living 
conditions were poor, overcrowded and devoid of proper sanitation. Within a couple of months, May-
July 1894, there were > 2400 deaths, spreading fear and panic amongst the wider Hong Kong 
community, as well as creating much concern within the Hong Kong Colonial authorities. The disease 
was overwhelming the available medical facilities, death was rapid and there was no effective 
treatment. The threat to Hong Kong’s economic well-being was well recognized as shipping lines 
world-wide started looking for alternative Far Eastern ports. On a global level, this was the beginning 
of the 3rd pandemic of this feared disease.  
 
2014 was the 120th anniversary of the plague outbreak in Hong Kong. The community’s response to 
this challenge, the work of the authorities, the role of hospitals and isolation facilities were diverse. 
The history of how the bacteria which causes plague was isolated and identified, and attempts made to 
control the epidemic, make a fascinating story. The colonial medical authorities sought help from 
celebrated Japanese microbiologist Professor Kitasato (famed for his work on tuberculosis and his 
recent discovery of tetanus bacillus ) and his team. They arrived in Hong Kong in June 1894. Dr 
Alexander Yersin, a lone French researcher from the Pasteur Institute, arrived a few days later from 
Vietnam where he had been based. It is he who isolated the plague bacteria, which is named Yersina 
Pestis in his honour, and whose bust is mounted in the garden of the Museum, commemorating a 
scientific first in Hong Kong. 

                                                      
 
To commemorate the anniversary in 2014, experts linked to the Hong Kong Museum of Medical 
Sciences at No 2 Caine Lane researched the background, set up an exhibition and created a walking 
trail to visit some of the key sites associated with the outbreak. The RAS is fortunate that Dr C P Ho, 
who supported this research, has kindly agreed to lead a visit – starting at the Hong Kong Museum of 
Medical Sciences to hear about the history of the plague in Hong Kong, followed by a walk around 
various important sites in and around Tai Ping Shan, which were associated with the epidemic. 
 
 

HK Museum of Medical Sciences       

Alexander Yersin    
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Programme:  
Speaker/Tour Leader: Dr C P Ho. 
2.30-3.30pm Introduction - a brief overview and tour of the museum. 
3.30-4.30pm Walking tour of significant sites within Tai Ping Shan. 
 (Comfortable walking shoes are recommended). 
 
Date/Time: Saturday, 28 March 2015 - 2.30pm-4.30pm (Registration from 2.15pm). 
Venue: The Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences, 2 Caine Lane, Mid-levels. 
Booking: To book your place(s), please contact Coordinator Dr Helen Tinsley at 

fulttins@netvigator.com  As numbers are restricted, book early to avoid 
disappointment. 

Cost: $100 for members, $150 for non-members/guests. Payment details will be 
advised. 

 
****** 

 
55th Annual General Meeting  

 
The Hong Kong Club - Friday • 24 April, 2015 

 
Please make a note in your diaries that the 55th Annual General Meeting will be held in the Hong 
Kong Club on Friday, 24 April.   
 
The format of the evening has been changed this year and the Notice of Meeting and full details 
will be sent out to members by email flyer in the near future. 
 

 
****** 

LECTURE 
 

City of Darkness Revisited 
Wednesday • 10 June, 2015 

 
For nearly 50 years, the extraordinary community of Kowloon Walled City cut a dark presence in the 
heart of Hong Kong, rarely mentioned by most Hong Kong residents and forever seen as a place 
dominated by vice and crime. Yet even with this reputation, without legislation and with little regard 
for basic services, planning regulations or building standards, the City not only survived, it positively 
thrived. 
 
How could such a place exist in a modern metropolis without administrative oversight, ‘triply 
neglected – to use a Hong Kong term – by the British, Chinese and Hong Kong governments? Who 
would choose to live or work there, and why? 
 
This talk aims to answer these questions, explaining how the City came about in the immediate 
aftermath of the Second World War by exploring its earlier history and the politics that informed every 
aspect of its subsequent growth (architectural and social), the myths that surrounded it, the sensitivities 
that defined its final clearance and how it remains a potent force in popular culture today, both in Hong 
Kong and worldwide. 
 
About the Author 
Ian Lambot trained as an architect and worked briefly for the Richard Rogers Partnership before 
arriving in Hong Kong in February 1979, where he lived for the next 18 years. After stints running an 

mailto:fulttins@netvigator.com
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architectural model-making studio and working with Foster and Partners – on the early stages of the 
Hong Kong Bank project – he set up Watermark Publications, publishing in the years since numerous 
books on architecture, design and engineering, including four volumes on the work of Norman Foster 
and, of course, City of Darkness; Life in Kowloon Walled City. He now lives in the UK where he 
continues to design and publish books. 
 
Speaker: Ian Lambot 
Date/Time:   Friday 13 March 2015 / 6:30 for 7.00 pm lecture.  
Venue: Centre for Visual Arts, 7A Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels. 
Booking and admission details will be in the May Newsletter. 
 

****** 
 

RAS HKB Regional tour: The Silk Road - Part 1. 
11 September – 20 September (9 nights/10 days) 

 

       

This tour concentrates on the first part of the Silk Road, extending from Xian, via Tianshui and 
Lanzhou to Dunhuang and returning from Xian. We will spend around three days in Xian, visiting the 
major sites including the terracotta warriors, the Forest of Steles, the Shaanxi Provincial Museum, the 
City Walls and the Wild Goose Pagoda, originally built in 652AD. At Tianshui we shall visit the 
amazing Maijishan cliff and grottos, the ancient Fuxi Temple and other sites nearby. At Lanzhou, the 
capital of Gansu Province, we visit the Gansu Provincial Museum and take a ferry to visit the Bingling 
Si grotto and “1,000 Buddha” temple. Dunhuang is famed for its UNESCO recognized Mogao Caves, 
the Crescent Moon Spring and the Singing Sands Mountains which will be included in the itinerary. 
 
The tour will involve quite a bit of walking and steps to see inside the caves and some long coach 
journeys to cover the necessary distances between the remote sites. It is hoped this may be the first of 
two visits to the Silk Road with the more westerly parts (Turfan, Urumqi etc.) visited on another 
occasion. 
  
There is a fine exhibition concerning the Dunhuang caves currently showing at the HK Heritage 
Museum until 16 March. Whether or not you are able to join the tour this exhibition is well worth a 
visit.  
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https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLdSbJleBUv3EA8dVNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTIzYjVjbmtwBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiMGVhMWFiYTIzMmFkZTY3ZjJkYzExYWEyNjIwYjFlNARncG9zAzMwBGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p%3Dmaijishan%26n%3D60%26ei%3DUTF-8%26fr%3Dyfp-t-302%26fr2%3Dsa-gp-uk.images.search.yahoo.com%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D30&w=500&h=333&imgurl=farm4.static.flickr.com/3468/3708822038_8e09652394.jpg&rurl=http://lfd08.blogspot.com/2009_08_01_archive.html&size=198.2KB&name=%3cb%3emaijishan%3c/b%3e&p=maijishan&oid=b0ea1aba232ade67f2dc11aa2620b1e4&fr2=sa-gp-uk.images.search.yahoo.com&fr=yfp-t-302&tt=%3cb%3emaijishan%3c/b%3e&b=0&ni=96&no=30&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11h08lhli&sigb=14ep6li4l&sigi=11mlhf0h1&sigt=10g0ubdv2&sign=10g0ubdv2&.crumb=nY8MH4zUyAO&fr=yfp-t-302&fr2=sa-gp-uk.images.search.yahoo.com
https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLdSbJleBUv3EA8dVNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTIzYjVjbmtwBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiMGVhMWFiYTIzMmFkZTY3ZjJkYzExYWEyNjIwYjFlNARncG9zAzMwBGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p%3Dmaijishan%26n%3D60%26ei%3DUTF-8%26fr%3Dyfp-t-302%26fr2%3Dsa-gp-uk.images.search.yahoo.com%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D30&w=500&h=333&imgurl=farm4.static.flickr.com/3468/3708822038_8e09652394.jpg&rurl=http://lfd08.blogspot.com/2009_08_01_archive.html&size=198.2KB&name=%3cb%3emaijishan%3c/b%3e&p=maijishan&oid=b0ea1aba232ade67f2dc11aa2620b1e4&fr2=sa-gp-uk.images.search.yahoo.com&fr=yfp-t-302&tt=%3cb%3emaijishan%3c/b%3e&b=0&ni=96&no=30&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11h08lhli&sigb=14ep6li4l&sigi=11mlhf0h1&sigt=10g0ubdv2&sign=10g0ubdv2&.crumb=nY8MH4zUyAO&fr=yfp-t-302&fr2=sa-gp-uk.images.search.yahoo.com
http://www.travelchinaguide.com/picture/gansu/tianshui/maiji_mountain/
https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KI9kJGl.BUO3MAiMNNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTIybzYzaXZmBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANhZjZhMTM1NWNhNjExZjY0M2UyMTkyZjg0NTg0NGIzZQRncG9zAzEEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p%3Dmagoa%2Bcaves%26n%3D60%26ei%3DUTF-8%26fr%3Dyfp-t-302%26fr2%3Dsa-gp-uk.images.search.yahoo.com%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D1&w=1360&h=1020&imgurl=upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a1/Mogao_Caves.jpg&rurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Mogao_Caves.jpg&size=388.5KB&name=File:%3cb%3eMogao%3c/b%3e+%3cb%3eCaves%3c/b%3e.jpg&p=mogao+caves&oid=af6a1355ca611f643e2192f845844b3e&fr2=sa-gp-uk.images.search.yahoo.com&fr=yfp-t-302&rw=mogao+caves&tt=File:%3cb%3eMogao%3c/b%3e+%3cb%3eCaves%3c/b%3e.jpg&b=0&ni=128&no=1&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11hgjv3ks&sigb=14fa0lkkg&sigi=11rf2flmv&sigt=112nobhoj&sign=112nobhoj&.crumb=nY8MH4zUyAO&fr=yfp-t-302&fr2=sa-gp-uk.images.search.yahoo.com
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RAS HKB Overseas Tour: Central Vietnam: Danang, Hoi An, Hue. 
4 December to 7 December (4 days/3 nights) 

We shall fly directly to Da Nang in Central Vietnam where we will visit the Danang Museum. This 
houses a collection of stone sculptures from the Hindu Cham civilization, which occupied Central 
Vietnam in the first millennium through to the 14th century AD. We take a short drive to the China 
Beach, Marble Mountain and on to the ancient town and historic Cham port of Hoi An, now a 
UNESCO World Heritage site. It controlled the strategic spice trade with Indonesia. Hoi An was a 
major international port in the 16th and 17th centuries - and the Dutch and Portuguese influences are 
still discernible and are exemplified in its fascinating museum. We have a day excursion over the 
spectacular Haivan Pass to Hue, the Imperial city of the Nguyen dynasty from 1802 to 1945, to visit 
the palaces and take a boat on the Perfume River. This will be a more relaxing tour spanning over a 
long weekend. We intend to stay all 3 nights in a resort hotel.  
 

               

               

 
Further details will be posted in subsequent Newsletters and by e-mail to Members, or you may 
contact rockydang@yahoo.com to register your interest and for more details. 
 
 
 

 
 

Any member who would be willing to write a review of an RAS activity for the Newsletter should 
please contact Mr Michael Broom, Hon Activities Co-ordinator, either by email on 

president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk or by telephone on 2719 4958 
 
 

 

https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLdmXMkeBUd1EAFkhNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTIyNmcxYzJsBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM3MmI5OTBjMmRkZTEyNTgzYzZmZWY2ZjFiODBjN2JjZQRncG9zAzYEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop%3Dimage%26va%3Dda%2Bnang%2Bcham%2Bmuseum%26fr%3Dyfp-t-302%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D6&w=600&h=399&imgurl=www.indochinatravelnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/da-nang-cham-museum.jpg&rurl=http://www.indochinatravelnews.com/category/vietnam-discovery/culture/&size=92.5KB&name=%3cb%3eda-nang-cham-museum%3c/b%3e&p=da+nang+cham+museum&oid=72b990c2dde12583c6fef6f1b80c7bce&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-302&tt=%3cb%3eda-nang-cham-museum%3c/b%3e&b=0&ni=21&no=6&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=126sts8sn&sigb=13l9cocmt&sigi=12etcnv1q&sigt=10q929o14&sign=10q929o14&.crumb=nY8MH4zUyAO&fr=yfp-t-302
https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrSbmDtkuBUil4AAFVLBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBsOXB2YTRjBHNlYwNzYwRjb2xvA2dxMQR2dGlkAw--?p=china+beach+vietnam&back=https://uk.search.yahoo.com/search?p%3Dchina%2Bbeach%2Bvietnam%26fr%3Dyfp-t-302%26ei%3DUTF-8&w=415&h=332&imgurl=www.destination360.com/asia/vietnam/images/s/china-beach.jpg&size=29KB&name=china-beach.jpg&rcurl=http://www.destination360.com/asia/vietnam/china-beach&rurl=http://www.destination360.com/asia/vietnam/china-beach&type=&no=6&tt=110&oid=6c687a89645a8ce310f45ae0fddd9423&tit=China+Beach+Vietnam&sigr=11mhuf7t5&sigi=11s66lchp&sign=10fpkkk1r&sigt=103raln70&sigb=12er3ktom&fr=yfp-t-302
https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0SO819HlOBURd0A7yRLBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBsOXB2YTRjBHNlYwNzYwRjb2xvA2dxMQR2dGlkAw--?p=hue+imperial+palace&back=https://uk.search.yahoo.com/search?p%3Dhue%2Bimperial%2Bpalace%26fr%3Dyfp-t-302%26ei%3DUTF-8&w=500&h=333&imgurl=farm4.staticflickr.com/3287/3114016337_4005f6d5c9_z.jpg?zz%3D1&size=144KB&name=3114016337_4005f6d5c9_z.jpg&rcurl=http://www.flickr.com/photos/mattvo/3114016337/&rurl=http://www.flickr.com/photos/mattvo/3114016337/&type=&no=1&tt=110&oid=97fa446d92bdacd6149cec8aae53b38b&tit=3114016337_4005f6d5c9_z.jpg?zz%3D1&sigr=11fu7dpqe&sigi=11sjojfju&sign=10r1qngja&sigt=103raln70&sigb=12eobvcn9&fr=yfp-t-302
https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLdmUvk.BUKkcA1PZNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTIybjF2cTBnBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM2MWMzOTUzZjAwOWU4YjgzNGE5YjAwZjQzZTA1ODNhZARncG9zAzEEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop%3Dimage%26va%3Dhoi%2Ban%2Bvietnam%26fr%3Dyfp-t-302%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D1&w=1600&h=1200&imgurl=1.bp.blogspot.com/-h2BGmeeDQ3M/TjA9rC8FqlI/AAAAAAAABOo/8kVLkHJiL24/s1600/Hoi_An_Vietnam.JPG&rurl=http://en.vietnamitasenmadrid.com/2011/07/hoian.html&size=223.0KB&name=%3cb%3eHoi+An,+Vietnam%3c/b%3e&p=hoi+an+vietnam&oid=61c3953f009e8b834a9b00f43e0583ad&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-302&tt=%3cb%3eHoi+An,+Vietnam%3c/b%3e&b=0&ni=96&no=1&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11kjule04&sigb=13g7mjm0u&sigi=12rncsgtg&sigt=10mo4edpn&sign=10mo4edpn&.crumb=nY8MH4zUyAO&fr=yfp-t-302
mailto:rockydang@yahoo.com
mailto:president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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Getting Stuck in For Shanghai 
Putting the Kibosh on the Kaiser from the Bund: 

The British at Shanghai and the Great War 
Wednesday • 14 January 2015 

written by Peter Hunt 
 
With a talk based on his book of the same name, published by Penguin China, 
Professor Bickers took a full-house audience back 100 years from a cold January in 
Hong Kong in 2015 to the warm summer of 1914 in Shanghai, to describe how the 
British there reacted, as a colonial community beyond the bounds of the Empire, to 
the Great War, and the physical, cultural and economic conflict that they engaged 
in. 
 
To set the scene Professor Bickers emphasized the very close social and economic 
relationships between the approximately 4,500 British, and 960 German inhabitants 
of the International Settlement and the French Concession in Shanghai before 
1914. The Shanghai Municipal Council always included at least one German, 
usually as Vice-Chair, and on the social side the nationalities intermarried, 
cordially rubbed shoulders at the Shanghai Race Club and at their clubs, and in 1898 the British had 
freely provided a site on the Bund for the Germans to erect a monument to the shipwreck of their gunboat 
SMS Iltis. Economically there were many Anglo-German joint ventures, not least  of which was the 
founding of the Tsingtao brewery which,  a century later, can still be relied upon to provide liquid relief 
from the pressures of life in the Orient. The coming of war in August 1914 did not immediately destroy 
this amicable relationship, partly because everyone expected the war to be over by Christmas, whence 
things would return to business as normal; and also because they were also afraid of the Chinese and 
Japanese exploiting the divisive effects of the family quarrel in Europe to the detriment of European 
influence in Shanghai. 
  
The talk followed two threads: the story of the British men who left Shanghai to fight the Kaiser; and 
what happened in Shanghai as it became clear that the war would not be over by Christmas. On the 
military front 110 volunteers left Shanghai in December 1914 with a crowd of 7,000 seeing them off 
from the Bund. They were policemen, civil servants, businessmen, bankers and even drapers from the 
city’s plush department stores, and on arrival in England joined either their old reserve regiments or the 
freshly raised volunteer battalions of Kitchener’s New Army. Forty of the volunteers joined the Yorkshire 
Regiment where at least six were commissioned and many others quickly became NCOs, although 
Eurasians were refused commissions. The Yorkshires were first  thrown into the horrors of the Western 
Front at the Battle of Loos in September 1915 and Shanghai men went on to fight on the Western Front, 
Gallipoli and in the Balkans, with 16 of the original 110 paying the ultimate price. 
 
Back in Shanghai it took time for the cosy relationship between the British and German communities to 
break down, with the British Consul General Sir Everard Fraser having to push his compatriots hard to 
sacrifice their personal  economic interests as he tried to break German economic and political influence 
in Shanghai and China. Attitudes hardened as the war became more and more bitter, but it still took until 
the sinking of the RMS Lusitania in May 1915 for Germans to be banned from British clubs, and 
eventually even the Tsingtao brewery company was broken up as anti-German economic warfare began 
to bite. Whilst the men were sacrificing their profits and their beverages on the altar of total war, the 
ladies of Shanghai were “knitting for victory” and the British Woman’s Work Association produced 
250,000 care packages for the men at the front. The Chinese government declared war on the Central 
Powers in August 1917 and it seemed like Britain had won the economic war in China. But, as Professor 
Bickers pointed out, the removal of the coterie of anglophile, “old boy,” neo-colonialist, German 
businessmen in Shanghai and their post-war replacement by modern entrepreneurs who took the trouble 
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to learn the Chinese language and engage with their Chinese customers, was one of the best things that 
ever happened to German business in China. 
 
To “bookend” his talk Professor Bickers used the exotic-to-parochial tale of Earnest Fearn, a Shanghai 
man who left Asia to fight the Kaiser and ended up as a newsagent in the Westbury-Upon-Trym suburb 
of Bristol, and much of the lecture focussed on the human aspects of this footnote to the history of the 
Great War. With a complete grasp of his topic, a light and clearly flowing style, and a wealth of 
anecdotes Professor Bickers kept his audience enthralled as he took them to a world 100 years away but 
still geographically and culturally close to Hong Kong. 

 
 

****** 
 
 

Free Trade’s First Missionary – Sir John Bowring 
Wednesday 28 January 2015 

written by Robert Nield 
 
A nearly full theatre at the Visual Arts Centre heard long-time Hong Kong resident Philip Bowring talk 
about his kinsman Sir John, colonial Hong Kong’s fourth governor. The speaker was particularly well 
qualified: he is Sir John’s first cousin, four times removed; he is an experienced and skilful journalist and 
writer; and he has just written a book about the man, published last year by Hong Kong University Press. 
 
Those of us who assumed that Hong Kong’s governors all came from the same colonial service mould 
were in for a surprise. Bowring was 62 when he took up his post here in 1854, having already 
experienced a multi-faceted career. It was those earlier years on which the speaker focused his 
presentation. 
 
Bowring, the son of an Exeter wool merchant, at an early age became fascinated with the ships that called 
at the town’s docks. He studied the trading activities and the various nationalities involved, learning to 
speak French, German, Spanish, Dutch and Portuguese. Another major influence on the young man’s life 
was his family’s anti-establishment tendencies; Bowring’s grandfather supported the Americans’ struggle 
for independence, and was hung in effigy outside Exeter Cathedral for his troubles. The American 
revolution, and the almost simultaneous French and industrial revolutions, fostered a strong movement of 
radicalism in the Western world. Bowring was destined to play his part. 
 
His interest in trade and his gift for languages saw him distributing supplies to the British army fighting 
the French in the Peninsular War (1807–14). Indeed, Britain’s victory over Napoleon’s forces in Spain 
was largely attributable to superior logistics. Post-war, Bowring developed his own trading business, 
based in Spain and France. This did not make him rich, but enabled him to further his fascination with 
languages. He translated Spanish and other poetry into English, producing in 1821 the first ever English 
translation of Russian poetry. 
 
Bowring also harboured political ambitions. His free-trade radicalism brought him to the attention of 
Jeremy Bentham, one of England’s leading thinkers of the day. Together they produced pamphlets and a 
quarterly review, propagating their ideas. What money Bowring had he lost in a venture supporting 
Greece in its efforts to be independent of Turkey. Another business initiative was an ironworks in South 
Wales. Here Bowring strived to improve the conditions of his workers, providing houses, schools and 
other facilities. But a financial crisis left him again penniless. All that remained were his writing and 
linguistic skills, the continuing support of Bentham, and his boundless energy. 
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Promoting himself as an expert in public accounts, he produced semi-official reports on the government 
finances of France and the Netherlands, and was then asked to direct his attention to Britain. His activities 
and enthusiasm for reduced international trade tariffs did not make him universally popular, but did bring 
him to the attention of Lord Palmerston, at various times Britain’s Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary. 
Using this influential connection, Bowring managed to gain appointment as consul in Canton in 1848. He 
travelled extensively to the other Treaty Ports, and encouraged Britain to support the Qing in defeating 
the Taiping rebels, a band he refused to see as proper Christians. He also tried hard to suppress the 
notorious coolie trade, another quest that made him unpopular with the China Coast foreign merchants. 
 
When he heard of Hong Kong governor Sir Samuel Bonham’s 
retirement, Bowring persuaded London to appoint him as 
successor. Hong Kong should have benefitted from such an 
experienced and multi-talented man as its governor. But 
Bowring’s continuing radicalism (he promoted Chinese education 
and involvement in the colony’s administration), and the enemies 
he had made in the foreign mercantile community meant he found 
it increasingly difficult to do his job. Moreover, he was 
“supported” by a dreadful collection of corrupt and inept officials. 
The Chinese community in Hong Kong were sad to see him go in 
1859, but the British were delighted. 
 
While in Hong Kong, Bowring was President of our Society, just 
before it went into a century-long coma in 1859. He was also 
responsible for the formation of the Botanical Gardens, a short 
walk from the talk’s venue. If this brief review has in any way 
whetted your appetite, go and buy the book! 
 
 
 
 
 

****** 
 
 
 
 

Advertising 
 
In an effort to defray newsletter costs, we are accepting ads that would be of interest to RAS members 
and related to the objects of the Society. Would you like to advertise a business or a service you can 
provide, or do you know someone who might be interested? Our rates are very reasonable: 
 

Full Page HK$1,150 2/3 Page HK$850 

1/2 Page HK$725 1/3 Page HK$450 

Classified First 10 words HK$70, each additional word HK$2.50 

For booking advertising space, please email membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 
 

mailto:info@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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OCS HK Masterclass: Fresh Perspectives on Silk Road Buddhist 
Art with Dr Yin Hwang 

Saturday • 7 March 2015 10.15 am to 12.00 noon 
 

The Oriental Ceramic Society of Hong Kong is hosting an exciting series on the ancient Silk Road 
town of Dunhuang. You are invited to join the first masterclass in the series ‘Silk Road Buddhist Art’ 
with Dr Yin Hwang. This session is held in conjunction with the exhibition ‘Dunhuang: Untold Tales, 
Untold Riches’ at the Hong Kong Heritage Museum in Shatin. 
 
Venue:  Hong Kong Heritage Museum, 1 Man Lam Road, Shatin. 
Time: 10.15 am – 12.00 noon 
Cost:  HK$300, including guided visit and readings. 
Go to the following link for more details of the event and to register:  
https://www.eventbrite.hk/e/ocs-hk-masterclass-fresh-perspectives-on-silk-road-buddhist-art-
with-dr-yin-hwang-tickets-
15794034382?ref=enivtefor001&invite=NzU4NTA2NS9pbmZvQHJveWFsYXNpYXRpY3NvY
2lldHkub3JnLmhrLzE%3D&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=invit
eformalv2&ref=enivtefor001&utm_term=yes 

 
****** 

 
EXHIBITION 

 
Treasures from Tsarskoye Selo, Residence of the Russian Monarchs 

Special Exhibition Gallery, Hong Kong Museum of History 
Open until Monday • 16 March 

 
Tsarskoye Selo means ‘Tsar’s Village’ and the spacious, well-populated complex was the residence 
of the Russian Tsars, or monarchs. 
 
Featuring over 200 exquisite items on loan from the Tsarskoye Selo State Museum-Preserve of 
Russia, including paintings, costumes, procelain, weapons and works of art, this exhibition 
introduces the history and culture of Russia under the Romanov dynasty from the early 18th to early 
20 century. The exhibition aims to give visitors a greater insight into the splendour of Russian court 
life and into the broader political and cultural developments in Russia’s history that Tsarskoye Selo 
has borne witness to. 
 
For information on entrance fees and opening hours please go to: 
http://www.lcsd.gov.hk/ce/Museum/History/en_US/web/mh/exhibition/current.html 

 
****** 

 
EXHIBITION 

 
Silent Poetry: Chinese Contemporary Ink 

University Museum and Art Gallery, The University of Hong Kong 
Open until Tuesday • 17March 

 
‘Silent Poetry’ showcases Chinese ink paintings as if they are beautiful poems which contain no 
words and sound. Unlike so much of the mass produced popular artworks today, these Chinese 
contemporary ink paintings differ from their traditional counterparts in terms of form, styles and their 
techniques. 

https://www.eventbrite.hk/e/ocs-hk-masterclass-fresh-perspectives-on-silk-road-buddhist-art-with-dr-yin-hwang-tickets-15794034382?ref=enivtefor001&invite=NzU4NTA2NS9pbmZvQHJveWFsYXNpYXRpY3NvY2lldHkub3JnLmhrLzE%3D&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&ref=enivtefor001&utm_term=yes
https://www.eventbrite.hk/e/ocs-hk-masterclass-fresh-perspectives-on-silk-road-buddhist-art-with-dr-yin-hwang-tickets-15794034382?ref=enivtefor001&invite=NzU4NTA2NS9pbmZvQHJveWFsYXNpYXRpY3NvY2lldHkub3JnLmhrLzE%3D&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&ref=enivtefor001&utm_term=yes
https://www.eventbrite.hk/e/ocs-hk-masterclass-fresh-perspectives-on-silk-road-buddhist-art-with-dr-yin-hwang-tickets-15794034382?ref=enivtefor001&invite=NzU4NTA2NS9pbmZvQHJveWFsYXNpYXRpY3NvY2lldHkub3JnLmhrLzE%3D&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&ref=enivtefor001&utm_term=yes
https://www.eventbrite.hk/e/ocs-hk-masterclass-fresh-perspectives-on-silk-road-buddhist-art-with-dr-yin-hwang-tickets-15794034382?ref=enivtefor001&invite=NzU4NTA2NS9pbmZvQHJveWFsYXNpYXRpY3NvY2lldHkub3JnLmhrLzE%3D&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&ref=enivtefor001&utm_term=yes
https://www.eventbrite.hk/e/ocs-hk-masterclass-fresh-perspectives-on-silk-road-buddhist-art-with-dr-yin-hwang-tickets-15794034382?ref=enivtefor001&invite=NzU4NTA2NS9pbmZvQHJveWFsYXNpYXRpY3NvY2lldHkub3JnLmhrLzE%3D&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&ref=enivtefor001&utm_term=yes
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Contemporary ink challenges some concepts of traditional Chinese paintings and some of them apply 
unconventional mediums, materials and tools to change traditional painting practices and break the 
constraint while preserving their profound values at the same time. 
 
For details of the Exhibition go to: 
http://www.lcsd.gov.hk/ce/Museum/History/en_US/web/mh/exhibition/current.html 
 

 
****** 

 
 

The Friends of the Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch 
 

This is a group of mostly ex-members of the Royal Asiatic Society in Hong Kong, now living in the 
U.K., who meet together for regular lectures in London as well as an annual Chinese New Year lunch 
in Chinatown and a weekend away during the summer, always with a Chinese theme. 
 
Membership is open to anyone with a history of and interest in Hong Kong. Lectures are held on 
Saturday afternoons at the headquarters of the Royal Asiatic Society in Euston and are always 
preceded by a Chinese or Asian lunch at a nearby restaurant.  Recent summer trips have been to 
Cambridge, Oxford, Durham, Aberdeen and Liverpool.   
 
The annual subscription is £15/£25 per year (single/joint) – to join please contact Bernadette 
Mackenzie Ross at mbmross2@yahoo.co.uk or telephone 01494 874604. 

 
 

****** 
 

RAS Publications – St John’s Cathedral Shop 
 

 
Arrangements have been made with St John’s Cathedral 
Bookshop for copies of RAS Journals Vols. 50 – 54 and the 
book Hong Kong Going, Gone to be sold through the shop.  
It is hoped Members will actively support this facility, and 
encourage others to purchase Society publications from the 
Bookshop.     

     

 
 

****** 
 
 

The Proverse Prize (International Competition) for Unpublished Non-
Fiction, Fiction, or Poery is now open for entry. 

 
Full information is on the Proverse Publishing website, http://www.proversepublishing.com. 
 
Do consider whether you yourself would like to enter. Please feel free to pass on the information to  
those you know to whom it might be of interest. 

 
 

mailto:mbmross2@yahoo.co.uk


Publications Order Form 
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Journals Price HK$ Qty Order 
Vols. 1 – 48 $50.00 each ___ _____ 
Vols. 49 – 54 $200.00 each ___ _____ 

 
Books 
Hong Kong Going and Gone $120.00 ___ _____ 
A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street $300.00 ___ _____ 
 
P&P within HK Overseas (surface/registered) 
A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street $55.00 $130.00  _____ 
Full set of Journals $260.00 price on request _____ 
All other volumes (per volume) $25.00 $65.00  _____ 

       
 
          TOTAL      HK$ _________  
 
 
 
Please send the order & cheque, payable to Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch, to 
RASHKB, GPO Box 3864, Hong Kong. We accept US$ or GBP cheques at exchange 
rates of US$1=HK$7 / GBP1=HK$12, but please also add US$14 / GBP8 to cover the 
bank charges incurred in clearing each cheque. 
 

 
 

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY HONG KONG STUDIES SERIES 
 
Ancestral Images $260.00 ………. 
Cantonese Society in HK and Singapore $260.00 ………. 
Custom, Land and Livelihood in Rural South China $260.00 ………. 
The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (hardback) $190.00 ………. 
The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (paperback) $120.00 ………. 
Early China Coast Meteorology $220.00 ………. 
East River Column: Hong Kong Guerrillas in the Second World War and After (hardback) $190.00 ………. 
East River Column (paperback) $140.00 ………. 
East River Column (Chinese edition) $110.00 ………. 
Escape from Hong Kong (hardback) $220.00 ………. 
Escape from Hong Kong (paperback) $150.00 ………. 
Forgotten Souls $320.00 ………. 
Governors, Politics and the Colonial Office $220.00 ………. 
Hong Kong Internment, 1942-1945 (paperback) $130.00 ………. 
The Lone Flag: Memoir of the British Consul in Macau during World War II $240.00 ………. 
Portugal, China & Macau Negotiations $210.00 ………. 
Public Success, Private sorrow: The Life & Times of Charles Henry Brewitt Taylor $190.00 ………. 
Reluctant Heroes: Rickshaw Pullers in Hong Kong and Canton, 1874-1954 $190.00 ………. 
Resist to the End: Hong Kong, 1941-1945 $190.00 ………. 
Scottish Mandarin $220.00 ………. 
Six-Day War of 1899: Hong Kong in the Age of Imperialism (hardback) $190.00 ………. 
Six-Day War of 1899 (paperback) $150.00 ………. 
Southern District Officer Reports $210.00 ………. 
Watching over Hong Kong: Private Policing 1841-1941 (paperback) $150.00 ………. 
P&P:   within Hong Kong  -  $25;    Overseas (surface)  -  $65 
 
For RAS HKB Study Series orders, please send your order with cheque, payable to The University of Hong 
Kong, to Hong Kong University Press, The University of Hong Kong Pokfulam, Hong Kong. 



Contact Details 
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Council Members Contact Details 
 

Position Name Phone Fax E-mail 

President Mr Michael Broom 2719 4974 2719 4958 president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Vice-President Dr Gillian Bickley 2259 3456   2688 0546  g.bickley@proversepublishing.com 

Immediate Past 
President  

Mr Christopher Young 6388 5155   clbyoung@gmail.com 

Past President Mr Robert Nield  2540 0722   2335 5470  hiflyer@netvigator.com 

Past President Dr Dan Waters 2858 1858   2576 6472  benefit@netvigator.com 

Past President  Dr Patrick Hase 2658 6529   2658 5400  phhase@hku.hk 

Hon. Secretary Mr David McKellar 2843 2493   2103 5996  mckellar@graduate.hku.hk 

Hon. Treasurer Ms Connie Carmichael 2994 2488    treasurer@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Hon. Librarian Ms Edith Chan 2241 5624   2857 2048  librarian@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Hon. Editor Dr Stephen Davies 3917 5034  stephen.davies79@gmail.com 

Hon. Activities 
Coordinator 

Mr Michael Broom 2719 4974 2719 4958 stgeorge_hk.yahoo.co.uk 

Hon. Archivist Ms Stacy Gould   2859 7953   2517 8647  sbgould@hkucc.hku.hk 

Council Member Ms Davina Lee 9196 5934  dioramaprojects@gmail.com 

Council Member Ms Moody Tang 2813 2322   2813 8033  website@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Council Member Dr Helen Tinsley 9034 2241  fulttins@netvigator.com 

Council Member Mr Maurice J Chan 2877 1833 2596 0845 emailmjc@netvigator.com 

Council Member Mr Donald Gasper 2858 6601  d_gasper@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

 
Other Useful Contacts / Links 

Position Name   E-mail 

Administrator 

(Part-time) 

Miss Liz Hamerton 6590 7523  membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

 
web address:  www.royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 
facebook:  http://www.facebook.com/RoyalAsiaticSocietyHongKongBranch 
twitter: RASHK 1959 

mailto:hiflyer@netvigator.com
mailto:hiflyer@netvigator.com
mailto:info@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
http://www.royalasiaticsociety.org.hk/


Membership Renewal Form 
 
 

Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch                                                                                                             Page 21 
 

 
 

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY HONG KONG BRANCH 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2015 
 
 
Name/s …………………………………………………………………………………..……………… 
 
Address
 ……………………………………………………………………………………...................... 
 
 
 ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
 ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Tel Home …………………………  Tel Office ……………………… Mobile ……………………… 
 
Email ………………………………………………………………………………………………..…. 
 
 
Single HK$700                       Joint    HK$1,000                                Overseas HK$420 
 
 
Life       HK$9,800                  Joint Life    HK$13,000                           Student*  HK$50 
 
*Full-time students only – please attach a copy of valid student ID 

Cheques should be made out to ‘Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch’. Overseas members 
may pay by US/UK cheque at an exchange rate of : US$1=HK$7 / GBP1=HK$12 but please also 
add US$14 / GBP8 to cover the bank charges incurred in clearing each cheque. US or GB 
cheques should therefore be made out for a total of US$74 or GBP43. 
 
If you would like to pay by Direct Debit, a form can be downloaded from the Membership Section of 
the Society’s website: www.royalasiaticsociety.org.hk  [Please leave the Debtor’s Reference blank]   
 
Signed ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Date ………………………………………… 
 
Please return to: The Administrator  
 Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch 
 G P O Box 3864 
 Hong Kong

http://www.royalasiaticsociety.org.hk/


President’s Appeal 2014-15 
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ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY HONG KONG BRANCH 
 

PRESIDENT’S APPEAL 2014-15 
 
 

Donation Form 
 
 

 
I wish to donate the sum of HK$ to the above appeal. 
 
Please find enclosed my cheque no.:  
 
 
Name:  
 
 
Membership No.:  
 
 
Signature:  
 
 
 
Cheques should be made out to:  Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch    
 
and sent, together with this form to:  The Treasurer  
 Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch 
 GPO Box 3864 
 Hong Kong 
 
 
 
I would like a receipt please           ( please tick if required) sent to me at: 
 
 
 


