
Hon. Editor’s Report for 2014-2015 
 
At the end of my first year as Hon. Editor, faced with the requirement to write a 
report on the year from the perspective of the Society’s Journal, I was somewhat 
surprised to find I had no model to follow. Hitherto reports from the Hon. Editor 
would seem to have either been deemed unfit for publication, or to have never 
existed. It seems this is a first. 
 
The main tasks facing the journal in producing our 54th volume for the year 2014 
were two.  
 
The principal need was to continue the successful campaign of my predecessor, 
Dr. Alain le Pichon, to control costs. The best means to achieve this, whilst 
maintaining intellectual quality, was to bring down the total number of pages by 
enforcing the guidelines on length. With the support of the Editorial Committee, 
especially the journal’s Copy Editors, Colin and Jenny Day, and after some robust 
exchanges with authors, we succeeded well enough to have produced Vol. 54 for 
26% less than Vol.53 with contents that were well-received.  
 
The second task was to try to bring the date of publication closer to the volume’s 
issue year. Thanks to the efficiency of Peter Cheng and his staff at Corporate 
Press and the swift proof reading work of the Editorial Committee, we managed 
with two weeks to spare. Vol. 54 was sent out to members on Friday, 12th 
December, 2014. 
 
We are now hard at work on Vol. 55 whilst continuing to control costs. We hope 
to publish by the end of October this year, thereby bringing the year’s issue more 
firmly within its implicit schedule.  We are also, if slowly, beginning to plan for 
the future, working on strategies that will ensure the Journal’s continuing 
relevance to the intellectual life of the fast changing Hong Kong SAR and raise its 
profile in the world of scholarly journals. 
 
The Hon. Editor is merely the conductor of the band. I am ever grateful for the 
help generously offered by my predecessor, Dr Alain Le Pichon, whether from 
Hong Kong, the USA or la belle douce France. But most of all I am indebted to the 
support and help of my Editorial Committee colleagues, Dr. Cecilia Chu, Dr. Colin 
Day, Dr. Kwong Chi Man, Mr. Eric Mok, Dr. Christopher Munn, Dr. Robert 
Peckham and our Hon. President, Mr. Michael Broom, who attends the 
Committee ex officio.  Without them and their networks of colleagues and 
acquaintance content would be hard to find and quality hard to sustain. 
 
Stephen Davies, 
Hon. Editor. 


