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As reported last year the Society has signed license agreements with three 
internationally well-known commercial database providers, i.e. JSTOR, EBSCO, and 
RMIT Publishing, to include the Journal of RASHKB in their databases. All things 
proceeded well, volume 52 (2012) to volume 54 (2014) of the Journal already went 
online in Fall of 2014 in the databases of EBSCO and RMIT Publishing. Full run of 
the Journal, volume 1 (1961) to volume 54 (2014), have just been released in JSTOR 
database in March 2015. With this new distribution exposure and more presence on 
the web, the Journal will get more recognition in the academic world.  
 
While we market the latest issues of the Journal of RASHKB in electronic mode by 
commercial vendors, the Society continues to collaborate with the University of Hong 
Kong Libraries to provide free online access to the back issues of the Journal via the 
Hong Kong Journals Online (HKJO) database. In 2014, more than 23,000 articles of 
the Journal were viewed online by the general public via the HKJO. The Journal 
keeps scoring high hit rate in the HKJO database. 
 
Reading in the Internet presents many advantages and library seems not to be a 
bustling place anymore, yet 300 items were circulated from the RAS Library 
Collection in the past year. A matter of fact, usage of the library collection has 
remained fairly constant over the past few years. As reported by the Hong Kong 
Central Library, the usage of our library collection for the reporting year is as follows: 
 
 Library Usage      2013/2014 2014/2015 
 No. of reference enquiries       199    188  
 No. of books consulted         263    300   
 No. of borrowers          79     71   
 No. of books loaned out         127     95 
 
In terms of inventory, as of end of February 2015, the library collection has increased 
to 8,025 volumes, a total of 104 new books and periodicals have been added to the 
collection through exchange and donations. Since we did not have bulk donation of 
books last year, only a small increase in inventory seems reasonable.  
 
The RAS library collection is continuously well taken care of by the Hong Kong 
Central Library, the Hon. Librarian would like to take this opportunity to express our 
sincere thanks to the Hong Kong Central Library team for providing very professional 



and attentive service to the RAS members. 
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