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President’s Message 
 
The past two months have been both interesting and busy for the Society. On a 
personal note, I was able to get away in early November for a week-long trip to Sri 
Lanka, a country I last visited in 1979. On this occasion my itinerary included 
Colombo, Kandy the ancient capital of the Kandyan Kings, and Nuwara Eliya, 
famous for its tea plantations. On my last full day in Colombo, before returning to 
Hong Kong, I was pleased to be able to pay a courtesy call on Dr Hema 
Goonatilake, President of the Royal Asiatic Society Sri Lanka (RASSL). The visit 
was all the more enjoyable as several members of the RASSL Council had also 
made time to join us. The RAS in Sri Lanka differs in one major aspect from Hong 
Kong in that they have their own premises, which are shared with a government department. Nevertheless 
the premises are large and include function rooms, exhibition space and a library containing several 
thousand antique books, many dating from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and earlier. The 
building is located on an avenue next to The National Museum and adjacent to Viharamahadevi Park 
(formerly Victoria Park).           
                                                                                                                                   
Returning to Hong Kong, I represented the Society at the annual Remembrance Sunday ceremony and laid 
our wreath at the Cenotaph in Central. This year was particularly significant as it marked the seventy-fifth 
anniversary of the Battle for Hong Kong, which was fought in December 1941. It was pleasing to see 
several members of the Society attending this annual event. The event, which seems to grown in numbers 
year by year, is still marked with solemnity and pageantry as befits the occasion. As in previous years the 
talk, scheduled for December, had special reference to Hong Kong’s wartime experience. RASHK member 
and military historian, Dr Kwong Chi-man delivered a fascinating and well-illustrated talk entitled ‘The 
Mirage of Hong Kong Fortress’. On Sunday, 4 December the Canadian Consulate General held their 
annual ceremony at Little Sai Wan War Cemetery to commemorate the sacrifice made by Canadian troops 
who died or were taken prisoner during the defence of Hong Kong. More pageantry was in evidence with 
the attendance of a contingent of pipes and drums from the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, who together 
with the Hong Kong Police played at the ceremony. I also had the pleasure of meeting Mrs Victoria 
Wallace, the Director General of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, which manages the Sai 
Wan cemetery and others in Hong Kong and throughout the world. Also present were several Canadian 
veterans and members of the Chinese Canadian Military Museum Society who were visiting Hong Kong 
especially for the ceremony.  Among their number was Mr Tommy Cheong, aged 92, yrs, a veteran of 
Force 136, who had fought behind Japanese lines in Burma as a member of the Special Operations 
Executive. 
 
How quickly twelve months pass! I hope you will agree they have been good ones for our Society? 
Looking back over the past year we have had approximately 24 events, including talks (13), overseas visits 
(1), local visits (7) and miscellaneous activities (3). In most months the Activities Committee, chaired by 
Dr Helen Tinsley, organized an average of two talks and a visit. This offered you, the members, a wide 
choice of subjects to select from. Our speakers came from diverse backgrounds and included both local and 
overseas scholars and researchers as well as journalists and writers. The Committee welcomes suggestions 
from members concerning speakers and talks so please feel free to make your suggestions, especially if you 
know someone who is involved in research or writing a book. Another strong point in our branch is that we 
are able to organize visits to China and other countries in our region. We are very fortunate to have among 
our members Mr Rocky Dang and Mr Peter Stuckey, who devote a considerable amount of time organizing 
our RAS visits. Rocky and Peter are meticulous in their organization and I think it is true to say the level of 
satisfaction members feel with the trips they arrange cannot be bettered. If you haven’t been on one of 
these trips why not treat yourself in 2017? In September a RASHK group went to Shanxi Province which 
was blessed with fine weather and a fascinating itinerary. I am indebted to Dr Pat Hase for his ‘must read’ 
event review, published in the November 2016 RAS newsletter. For 2017, plans are already underway for  
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an early April visit to Guizhou Province in South-west China. In addition to seeing some of China’s 
spectacular natural scenery the trip will aim to examine the cultures of some of China’s ethnic minorities. I 
hope to see as many members as possible join this event. I recognize that for many members finding the 
time for trips to China and the region can be difficult, especially with family and job commitments. For this 
reason the Activities Committee has tried to focus more attention on what may be called cross-boundary 
visits. These are essentially visits to destinations in Guangdong Province but could include Macau and the 
Pearl River Delta (PRD). As part of our continuing program the next visit in this series will be to Kaiping, 
famous for its iconic fortified tower houses (diaolou). The visit has been arranged to allow for an extended 
visit to Jiangmen and Xinhui. At the last count, some twenty-five members had signed up for this visit. I 
won’t reveal any more details of what is in store for 2017 but I would like to urge all members to consider 
supporting the Society and joining future visits and talks. 
 
As already noted the Year of the Rooster will soon arrive. Financially this is a crucial time for the Society, 
as it is the time when annual subscriptions are collected. A modest increase in subscriptions was voted at 
the April 2016 AGM and this will take effect in this month. Our annual budget depends very much on 
subscription revenue. I note with some concern that over the past year our numbers have fallen which is 
worrisome to Council. The reasons for the drop in numbers are varied and sad to say we have lost several 
stalwarts over the year. Some have passed away, while others have left Hong Kong or failed to renew their 
membership.  Every member of the Society can help with regard to this problem, pay your annual dues 
promptly and check your standing order or direct debit (fees increase in January 2017. Encourage friends 
and acquaintances to join or attend RAS events.  
 
Earlier, I mentioned the role played by Council and the Activities Committee and some of the individuals 
who are members of these groups. I would also like to mention the work carried by the Editorial Board 
under the chairmanship of Dr Stephen Davies, which is responsible for the publication of the RAS Journal 
and the Ride Fund Trustees under the Chairmanship of Mr John Strickland. As we begin a new year I 
would like to acknowledge the hard work of all these individuals and on behalf of our membership thank 
you all for your time and efforts. But there is much more that we need to do, and I think 2017 will present 
us with new challenges. I have already mentioned my concern over membership and what you the 
members can do to help. Another major problem we face is that of office accommodation for the 
Administrator. For the past six years we have had the good fortune to have an office space in a modern 
building near Aberdeen. Unfortunately, the owner of the property now wishes to sell the office which 
means that we will lose our facility and the very low rent that goes with it. The problem therefore is, 
Council needs to identify a new office location at a reasonable rent. If any member has any office 
accommodation available, or knows of a small facility, please contact me or any member of Council. 
 
I would like to end this message by wishing all members of the Society a very happy and prosperous New 
Year of the Rooster. 
 
KUNG HEI FAT CHOY, 
Michael Broom 
President 
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SOCIAL EVENT 
 

Members’ Curry Tiffin Lunch 
 

 
 
Our first Members’ Luncheon for 2017 will take place on Friday, 13 January 2017. Lunch will once again 
be the popular curry tiffin at Zetland Hall. The buffet offers a variety of choices in North Indian style but 
for those who prefer it, a salad bar is available as an alternative. 
 
The cost of the lunch includes a pre-lunch drink (wine, beer or soft drinks). Drinks consumed during lunch 
will be on member's own account. 
 
 Hopefully we shall be joined by members of the London based 'Friends of the RASHK'. 
 
Programme 
Co-ordinator:Mr. Michael Broom 
Date:  Friday, 13 January 2017 
Time:  12:00 noon Pre-lunch drinks / 12:30 pm Lunch in banqueting hall  
Venue: Banquet Hall, Zetland Hall, 1 Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels (next to Kennedy Road Peak 

Tram stop opposite Union Church) 
Cost: $180 per head 
Booking: Please email membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk to book your place. Please note 

this event is limited in numbers, deadline for bookings Monday, 9 January 2017 
 
 

****** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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LECTURE 
 

A History of the Hong Kong Club 
 
The first traders landed on Hong Kong island officially in 1841. 
Within five years, they had built an imposing Club, mostly just 
called The Club - it was the only one - but formally named The 
Hongkong Club. As a self-described home to what mattered in Hong 
Kong — trade, defence, British rule —its history in many ways fits 
all those cliches people have. Yes the founding men came from 
Jardines, Dents and other leading trading houses such as Turner & 
Co. Yes, it was all about men, white men, and one needed to be a 
‘gentleman’ as defined by the mores of the time. 
 
However, the Club’s history has thrown up many surprises, showing certain personalities or attitudes 
which buck that cliche, and suggesting our notions of early colonialism are often too simple. Some 
characters were quite outrageous, some were genuinely concerned about and committed to Hong Kong’s 
richly diverse community, yet others were quite average middle class men in suits. Contrary to some 
versions of history, those men did not preside over a Hong Kong community that was only Chinese; many 
did not preside, and the community was Eurasian, Malay, Filipino, Parsee, Armenia, Jew, and many very 
different kinds of Chinese. Definitions of Britishness have evolved, as have those of the non-British. Not 
until a century after the Club opened were members of what the Club leaders called the Local Community 
allowed to join. Not until 1996, were women able to join as full members in their own right. 
 
This Club, as with most institutions in Hong Kong, lacked any pre-war records. Discovering its rich past 
was like opening a Cold Case File and involved a lot of archival research and lateral thinking. The process 
and its result shows just how much is still to be discovered about Hong Kong’s past, and about what it is to 
be a Hong Konger. 
 
The Speaker 
 

Vaudine England has worked for many years in journalism in Hong Kong and across 
South East Asia, for various newspapers, the BBC, and the Far Eastern Economic 
Review. She now concentrates on in-depth research and writing of Hong Kong 
history, and its links to South East Asia. Her first book was The Quest of Noel 
Croucher, Hong Kong’s Quiet Philanthropist, published by Hong Kong University 
Press in 1998. Since then she has engaged in several institutional histories and is a 
Research Associate at the University of Bristol's Hong Kong History Project. 
 

 
Programme 
Speaker: Vaudine England 
Date:  Friday, 20 January 2017 
Time:  Reception open 6:30 pm, talk starts 7:00 pm 
Venue: Centre for Visual Arts (CVA), 7A, Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels 
Admission: RAS Members $100; Non-Members / Guests $150 
Booking: Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve your 

place and pay at the door 
****** 
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MUSEUM VISIT 
 

From Son of Heaven to Commoner 
Puyi, The Last Emperor of China 

 

 
Puyi in 1934 

 (Photo Source: Wikipedia) 
 
2016 marked the 110th anniversary of Puyi's birth. It also marked the 105th anniversary of the 1911 
Revolution, a watershed in the history of modern China, which brought an end to the imperial rule of the 
Qing dynasty and saw the birth of the Republic of China. Aisin - Gioro Puyi was almost three years old in 
1908 when he began his reign as the Xuantong Emperor. He was the tenth and last emperor of the Qing 
dynasty which had ruled China since 1644. 
 
The 1911 Revolution overthrew the Qing dynasty and the following year the Dowager Empress Longyu 
issued an Edict of Abdication. Thereafter Puyi was allowed to retain his title and to live in the Forbidden 
City. However a coup in 1924 lead by warlord Feng Yu-xiang resulted in the expulsion of the former 
emperor. Puyi moved to Tianjin where he lived for seven years before collaborating with the Japanese who 
installed him as the head of the puppet state of Manchukuo. 
 
After the Second World War Puyi was regarded as a war criminal and was held captive by the Russians. 
He was subsequently returned to China and detained at the Fushun War Criminals Management Centre. 
 
A special exhibition is currently being held at the Museum of Coastal Defence, Shau Kei Wan, Hong Kong 
which will end on 13.02.2017. The Society has arranged a curator guided tour of the exhibition which is 
expected to last approximately one hour in duration. Members may also wish to note that the exhibition 
includes two 50-minute long archive documentaries which are shown throughout the day. 
 
Programme 
Co-ordinator:Mr. Michael Broom 
Date:  Saturday, 21 January 2017 
Time: 10:30 am – 11:30 am (Please assemble at the ground floor entrance adjacent to the car 

park at 10:15am) 
Venue: Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defence, 175 Tung Hei Rd, Shau Kei Wan, Hong Kong 

(Nearest MTR - Shau Kei Wan MTR Station) 
Admission: $50 will be collected at the venue 
Booking: Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve your 

place. (The visit is restricted to 20 pax.)  
****** 
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LOCAL VISIT 
 

Visit to the Ohel Leah Synagogue 
 

  
 
The programme for this Sunday morning visit, is to meet up outside the Synagogue, No. 70 Robinson 
Road, Mid-Levels at 10 am and meet our principal guide for the visit. He will give us an escorted tour of 
the historic building, explaining the architecture of this Grade 1 historic building, as well as its rich history. 
Inside the building, we will then meet one of the Elders who will explain some of the valuable artefacts 
(including the old toras) and other ceremonial fittings and be given an introduction to some of the religious 
ceremonies that are held there. 
 
There will then be an opportunity to join our guides and sample some traditional Jewish snacks in the 
adjoining clubhouse, and then disperse around 12.30 pm. 
 
If you would like to attend what promises to be a fascinating and rare opportunity to be shown around this 
wonderful old building, kindly first confirm with Mr. Bill Greaves, details below: 
 
Programme 
Coordinator:   Mr. Bill Greaves 
Date:    Sunday, 12 February 2017 
Time:    10:00 a.m. (Please assemble outside the Synagogue) 
Venue:   Ohel Leah Synagogue, 70 Robinson Road, Mid-Levels, Hong Kong 
Admission (incl. snacks): RAS Members $120; Non-Members / Guests $170 
Booking: Please email Bill Greaves <heritage@netvigator.com> in advance to 

reserve your place. And when confirmed, please then send cheque to: 
Hon. Treasurer, RASHK, GPO Box 3864, Central, Hong Kong 
(The visit is restricted to 25 pax) 

 
****** 

 
 
 

mailto:heritage@netvigator.com
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LOCAL VISIT 
 

Visit to the Kowloon Mosque 
 

Details to be announced. 
 
Programme 
Coordinator: Ms. Anna Kwong 
Date:  Sat, 4 March 2017 
Time:  AM 
Venue: Kowloon Mosque, 105 Nathan Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon 
 

****** 
 

LECTURE 
 

Islands & Villages in Rural Hong Kong:  
Southern District Officer Reports 

 

 
 
The talk is based on the reports written about the rural areas of Hong Kong in the 1910-30 and 1950-60 
periods by District Officers responsible for the Southern Administrative District. 
 
The District Officers, all “Cadet Officers” (now called “Administrative Officers”) were members of the 
small group that constituted the core of the governing system in the then British Colony, regularly moving 
between different jobs so as to gain experience and to be able to see the big picture when making decisions.  
 
It is assumed that the primary interest of the audience will be the description of the villages and life in 
them. At the same time, the material gives a fascinating insight into how colonial civil servants viewed 
their jobs and discharged their responsibilities in the first half of the twentieth century. 
 
Southern District was somewhat of a misnomer, comprising most of the islands of Hong Kong plus Tseung 
Kwan O, the Clearwater Bay Peninsula and the southern part of the Sai Kung Peninsula. In the period  
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covered by the reports, there were few roads in Southern District. Access was thus either by boat or on 
foot. 
 
Eric Hamilton who besides his career in the Hong Kong Civil Service between 1911-1945, wrote to the 
newspapers on cricket and anything whimsical which took his fancy, under the pseudonym of “R. Abbit”. 
Walter Schofield (1888-1968) obtained an MA degree from Liverpool and Oxford Universities. 
Throughout his career, he pursued what was no doubt his first love, the geology and archeology of Hong 
Kong. SH Peplow, Land Bailiff Southern District’s contribution is extracts from his book “Hong Kong, 
About and Around”. Paul Tsui came from a humble background but acquired a degree from the University 
of Hong Kong before the second World War. During the war he served with the British Army Aid Group 
around Huizhou in Guangdong Province. After the war he was the first Chinese to be appointed as a Cadet 
Office in the British Colonial Administration. Austin Coates spent eight years in the Hong Kong 
Administrative Service. His books on South East Asia are well known and popular. In his 32-year career 
with the Hong Kong Government, half of it spent at one time or another in the New Territories District 
Administration, James Hayes consistently demonstrated a passion for the rural areas of Hong Kong, the 
culture of its Chinese inhabitants, and the recent history of the Colony.   
 
The Speaker 

 
John Strickland has lived in Hong Kong for most of the past 50 years. Whilst his home 
has always been on Hong Kong Island, he has throughout maintained weekend escape 
houses in remote villages as bases to explore country parks. He is Chairman of the 
Trustees of The Sir Lindsay and Lady Ride Memorial Fund which subsidises the 
publication of books in the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Studies Series. He 
assembled and extensively edited the material that comprises Southern District Officer 
Reports to make it a coherent whole. 

 
Programme 
Speaker:  Mr. John Strickland, GBS JP 
Date:  Saturday, 4 March 2017 
Time:  Reception desk opens 6:30 pm; talk starts 7:00 pm 
Venue: Centre for Visual Arts (CVA), 7A, Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels 
Admission: RAS Members $100; Non-Members / Guests $150 
Booking: Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve your 

place and pay at the door 
 

****** 
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CHINA VISIT 
 

Guizhou Trip 1-7 April 2017 
 

 
 

Huang Guo Shu Waterfalls & Zhijin Cave 
 
Our next trip in the series of annual in-depth visits to the Provinces of China is to Guizhou Province. The 
capital, Guiyang is around 900 kms to the North West of Hong Kong and we shall fly there from 
Shenzhen.  
 
Guizhou is famous for its spectacular Huangguoshu waterfall which is one of the 
largest in Asia at some 75m high and over 80m wide and for other waterfalls 
nearby. The Province has dramatic karst scenery of which the beautifully 
exquisite and vast Zhijin cave is a prime example. One of its caverns is 175 m 
wide and over 100m high and contains amazing stalactites and stalagmites. At 
this time of year we can hope to see some fields of the yellow rapeseed in bloom 
and some rhododendrons in flower in the hills. The Province boasts ancient 
towns such as the 600 years old Qingyan and we plan to include one such in the 
itinerary. 

 
Guizhou is also famed for its ethnic tribal people, including the Miao and 
Dong peoples who live in traditional rural villages.  They have a rich 
variety of costume styles and produce fine works in batik and 
embroidery. They are well known for their distinctive ethnic songs and 
dance as well as the fine silver ornaments they often wear. The 
“Longhorn Miao”, for example, wear head dresses characterized by their 
long shining horns. 
 
 

The itinerary is yet to be finalized but is likely to include the above highlights among others. If you have 
interest in this tour or have queries you are encouraged to contact rockydang@yahoo.com or 
peterstuckey@yahoo.com.hk as soon as possible so that we can keep you informed of developments. 

 
****** 

 

mailto:rockydang@yahoo.com
mailto:peterstuckey@yahoo.com.hk
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Intruder in Mao’s Realm 
 

 
 Written by Mark O’Neil  

 
When Richard Kirby worked as an English teacher in 
Nanjing from 1974 to 1977, he was not allowed to learn 
Chinese nor buy a bicycle. With his new wife, he lived in 
100-room hotel with only two guests – themselves – and a 
staff of a hundred people. 
 
This was one of the remarkable stories Kirby told members 
of the society at a talk on November 12. He was 
introducing his new book “Intruder in Mao’s Realm, an 
Englishman’s Eyewitness Account of 1970s China”, 
published by Earnshaw Books. 
 
 

He was one of less than 150 ‘foreign experts’ allowed to live in China during the final years of the Cultural 
Revolution (1966-76). All lived in ‘golden prisons’ – given pay and a level of material comfort far better 
than that of ordinary people – but not allowed to interact with Chinese outside the workplace nor know 
anything of what was going on.  
 
A curious and eager student, Kirby learnt Mandarin illegally and found ways to visit a rural people’s 
commune and take lessons on how to use a lathe in a machine shop. He bought a ‘Forever’, the king of 
Chinese bicycles. 
 
For his disobedience, he and his wife were moved from their city hotel into a suburban guesthouse built for 
Soviet advisers in the 1950s and guarded by 15 PLA soldiers with Kalashnikov machine guns so that they 
could be watched more closely. 
 
“We listened to weak signals from foreign radio stations – the BBC, Moscow and the U.S. They knew 
more of what was going on in Nanjing than we did. The 15 foreign experts in Shanghai lived on the 14th 
floor of Broadway Mansions and were locked in there.” 
 
Despite all the restrictions, Kirby witnessed historic events in China’s history, including the deaths in 1976 
of Zhou Enlai and Mao Tsetung. He shared with the audience excellent photographs showing his 
experiences. 
 
The three years resulted in a book “Urbanisation in China”, published in 1985. He was a student of 
geography and human settlements. What had attracted him to China was to see how the new Communist 
state planned its urban and rural settlements. 
 
After Mao’s death, he moved to Shandong university in Jinan city. Since leaving China in 1980, he has 
been a consultant on the Chinese economy, a director of a China firm, a broadcaster and writer of academic 
papers.  
 
In the 1990s, he directed a China research institute at Liverpool University. Now he lives in the English 
Lake District, where he focuses on the classical guitar, fell walking and Chinese art; he is a consultant on 
Chinese antiques. 
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What the members learnt from Richard’s talk and book was a vivid picture of the life of foreigners in the 
last years of Mao’s China. The images seem out of another century – everyone in blue cotton clothes with 
short hair, riding bicycles and almost no motor vehicles. Groups of Red Guards competed with each other 
in the ferocity of their ‘Big Character Posters’. 
 
But, while the hardware has changed dramatically since then, much of the software remains the same – the 
suspicion of foreigners and surveillance of them and desire to limit their contact with Chinese people. 
 
Much changes, but much remains the same. 
 

****** 
 

CUHK Library and Museum Special Collection Visit 
 

  Written by Connie Carmichael 
 

 
 
Saturday November 26 was cold and wet.  However, the 10 members of the RAS that gathered at the 
Chinese University of Hong Kong’s Library to view the special collections were not daunted by the 
weather.  We all listened intently to the Library’s Head of Special Collections, Ms LF Li, informative 
powerpoint introduction to the collection.  Members asked many questions which Ms Li was happy to 
answer.   
 
Special Collections at the CUHK Library houses rare books, manuscripts and archival materials which are 
important sources for teaching and research. The Library’s book collection consists of Chinese rare books 
published from the Yuan dynasty (1271-1368) to the end of Qianlong reign period (1795) of the Qing 
dynasty, and Western rare books published before 1900.  
 
The Chinese rare book collection consists of 900 classical titles in more than 14,000 volumes in traditional 
silk-stitched fascicles. The collection classifies rare books as those published before 1795.  Notable among 
the collection are:  
 

x Synthesis of Primary Learning《小學書集成》 of the Yuan Dynasty,  
x Collected Works of Mr. Qinghu《青湖先生文集》 and Sound of Chicks《鷇音集》 of the Ming 

Dynasty. 

http://library.cuhk.edu.hk/record=b1559628~S15
http://library.cuhk.edu.hk/record=b1466389~S15
http://library.cuhk.edu.hk/record=b1587911~S15
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x Two authentic and valuable titles of the Wenlang edition《文瀾閣》of Complete Library of Four 
Branches of Books《四庫全書》 are Zhong Cheng Ji 《中丞集》 and Shu Ying《書影》 

 
The Western rare book collection contains western language books published before 1900.  Important 
books contained in the collection include: 
 

x An Authentic Account of an Embassy from the King of Great Britain to the Emperor of China by Sir 
George Staunton (1798), 

x The Costume of China  by George Henry Mason (1800), 
x La Chine et les Chinois by Pierre-Henri-Stanislas D Escayrac de Lauture (1877), 
x Peking: Histoire et Description  by Alphonse Favier (1897), 
x Ruins of Desert Cathay  by Sir Aurel Stein (1912) 
x Clavdii Galeni per Gameni Ars Medica, Quae et ars Parva  by Galen (1549). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Special Collections contains a collection of oracle bones which is the largest of its kind in Hong Kong. 
The archival collections contain both manuscripts and archival materials. Significant archival materials 
included David Hawkes papers, Maurice and Judith Freeman papers and the Hong Kong Christian 
Industrial Committee records. The manuscripts are particularly strong in works of Hong Kong writers and 
literati, as well as contemporary Chinese writers and poets such as Gao Xingjian and Bei Dao.  

Ms Li and her assistant provided morning tea which was most welcome on such a cold day. Following the 
library visit, we all gathered for a shared lunch at Lee Woo Sing College. 

 

 (Photos courtesy Connie Carmichael & Dr Helen Tinsley) 
 

****** 
 

http://library.cuhk.edu.hk/record=b1466270~S15
http://library.cuhk.edu.hk/record=b1466863~S15
http://library.cuhk.edu.hk/record=b2216870~S15
http://library.cuhk.edu.hk/record=b2218988~S15
http://library.cuhk.edu.hk/record=b1605430~S15
http://library.cuhk.edu.hk/record=b1611306~S15
http://library.cuhk.edu.hk/record=b1201209~S15
http://library.cuhk.edu.hk/record=b1796754~S15
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The Mirage of the ‘Hong Kong Fortress’ 
  

Written by Dr David Macri 
 

Current scholarship on the military history of East Asia 
has revealed that Hong Kong was highly significant 
during the war against Japan.  Recently, Dr. Kwong Chi 
Man discussed Hong Kong’s regional importance for the 
Japanese Empire following the seizure of the colony in 
December 1941.  Hong Kong’s port facilities supported 
Japanese maritime and naval vessels transiting dangerous 
sea lanes across the South China Sea.  Because of this, 
Hong Kong became a primary objective of US air units 
tasked with interdicting Japanese lines of communication.  
This outstanding talk was most insightful and provided 
much new information to the many listeners in 
attendance. 

 
Based in part on Japanese sources not utilized previously, Dr. Kwong’s presentation expanded on his 2015 
article in the Journal of Military History (The Failure of Japanese Land-Sea Cooperation during the Second 
World War; vol. 79, no. 1, January 2015), and his book, Eastern Fortress: A Military History of Hong 
Kong, 1840-1970 (HKUP, 2014), to explain why Hong Kong was useful as a military base.  Kwong also 
explained that the Japanese failed to exploit its full potential.  A number of factors account for this, but the 
primary cause was a lack of strategic planning, and the accompanying inter-service rivalry that plagued 
Japanese operations throughout the war. 
 
In 1941 the Japanese expanded the war in Asia by attacking Allied Pacific 
forces, but as Dr. Kwong rightly emphasized, Japanese leaders lacked a 
clear strategic plan to bring the war to an end.  Officials in Tokyo hoped that 
a negotiated peace could be achieved following a short victorious campaign 
against Britain and America, much as was done against Imperial Russia in 
1905.  Consequently, plans and preparations for a long war of attrition were 
not advanced sufficiently for the demands of total war.  Central to this 
problem was the lack of an effective naval doctrine to safeguard lines of 
communication between the Japanese home islands and newly acquired 
regions (and resources) in the south.  The Imperial Japanese Navy (IJN) 
prioritized decisive fleet action over maritime logistics, and therefore did 
not prepare for an Allied submarine campaign that would ultimately shape 
the final result.   
 
Dr. Kwong explained how Hong Kong was positioned ideally at a choke point between the South China 
Sea and Japan, to provide shelter for Japanese ships hunted by US submarines.  But the IJN’s 2nd China 
Expeditionary Fleet (under Vice-Admiral Niimi Masaichi in 1941-42) lacked the necessary vessels to  
protect merchant shipping and was slow to develop effective convoy procedures.  When Japanese ships  
 
anchored at Hong Kong to refuel and reorganize, they were routinely attacked by US aircraft flying from 
bases in China.  The US 14th Air Force under General Claire Chennault made shipping in Hong Kong a 
primary target throughout the war, and Vice-Admiral ‘Bull’ Halsey likewise attacked Hong Kong with the 
aircraft of Task Force 38 during his raid into the South China Sea in January 1945.  Lack of airpower and  
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limited facilities at Kai Tak Airdrome made defence of Hong Kong’s harbour exceedingly difficult, 
particularly during the latter stages of the war. 
 

The Imperial Japanese Army (IJA) also failed to utilize 
Hong Kong effectively as the number of troops stationed 
within the colony was kept to a minimum.  Under 
Lieutenant General Sakai Takashi (in command until 
1943), IJA troop strength usually numbered about 4,000 
men (due in part to logistical considerations) and these 
were based primarily in the built-up areas of Hong Kong 
to assist with internal security and to maintain the 
defence of the port.  Equally important, inter-service 
rivalry limited IJA and IJN cooperation, which in turn 
restricted operations to control the interior.  Kwong 
explained how the lack of Japanese troops at Hong Kong 
made it difficult to keep the region clear of Chinese 

forces; particularly the communist troops of the East River Brigade within in the New Territories.  When 
the Japanese launched Operation Ichigo, as a way to secure a land route across southern China to forces in 
Southeast Asia (and by-pass the South China Sea), troops from Hong Kong were unable to prevent the 
expansion of communist influence following subsequent IJA withdrawals from Guangdong.   
 
Other issues raised by Dr. Kwong included the abandoned U.S. Army plan to invade southern China at 
Hong Kong (Operation Carbonado) after the invasion of the Philippines, and the destructiveness of the US 
Army’s 5th Air Force attacks that followed. Civilian casualties mounted as bombing became less 
discriminate.  Fortunately for Hong Kong’s residents the thrust of the American Pacific advance shifted 
northward towards the Ryukyus as the war was brought to a close.   
 
Kwong explained clearly why Hong Kong was a focal point of Japanese 
and American attention for much of the Pacific War. It was located 
strategically on the northern shore of the South China Sea and could also 
serve as an important bridgehead into China itself.  Many excellent 
photographs were included in the PowerPoint slides to illustrate key 
themes.  Some of the maps could have been strengthened with additional 
bilingual labelling, but this is a minor quibble as most of the relevant 
places were understood.  The presentation was most penetrating in 
identifying key strategic problems and failures experienced by Japanese 
forces that hindered the port’s overall effectiveness in supporting the 
Empire’s war effort.  Hong Kong was beneficial to the Japanese militarily, 
but not to the extent that it could have been.  This was due to a lack of 
resources, as well as inadequate planning plagued by inter-service rivalry 
and an ineffective naval doctrine. 
 

 
(Photos courtesy Michael Broom & Ivy Ho) 
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Obituary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

A Memorial Service for David will be held at 5 pm on Thursday, 5 January at St John's Cathedral. 
 
 

****** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DAVID LEE WARD 
b. 9 Jan 1942 -  d. 6 Dec 2016 

Passed away in Nashville, Tennessee, USA  

folllowing a short illness. 

6th December 2016 

R.I.P. 
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Remembrance Sunday & Canadian Commemoration Services 
 

  
  

  
  

  
(Photos Courtesy Michael Broom) 

 
****** 
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Ceremony & Celebration –  
The Grand Weddings of the Qing Emperors 

 

 
 
The exhibition will run from 30 November 2016 to 27 February 2017 inclusive at the Hong Kong Heritage 
Museum, 1/F Thematic Galleries 1, 2, 5 & Function Place. 
 
<http://www.heritagemuseum.gov.hk/en_US/web/hm/exhibitions/data/exid239.html> 
 

(Source: Hong Kong Heritage Museum) 
 

****** 

http://www.heritagemuseum.gov.hk/en_US/web/hm/exhibitions/data/exid239.html
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Report on the Sale of the Keith Stevens Collection 
 

Written by Kirsty Norman 

 
 
As members will know, Keith Stevens, our old friend and Fellow of the RAS since 1952, died in July 
2015. 
 
My husband Paul Bolding (who is now Chair of the Friends here in London) and I came to know Keith in 
the 1990’s in Hong Kong, via the RAS, and were then lucky enough to accompany him on what his family 
referred to as one of his “godding” trips into China. Together with Jennifer Welch we rambled through 
rural Shanxi and Shaanxi with him, making extraordinary discoveries in dusty villages, Keith quizzing 
surprised villagers in his beautiful Mandarin: was there a temple in the next village, by any chance? By this 
time he was not collecting gods but information and photos, constantly adding to his knowledge and his 
archive. Once we were all back in the UK, I arranged for the Friends to visit his collection of some 1,000 
gods in its unlikely setting in a bungalow in Kent, with its garden of carefully tended bonsai trees, where 
he received us very hospitably. 
 
Keith’s collection of gods, their accompanying archive, and his splendid library of China-related books 
were put up for auction at Canterbury Auction Rooms on October 6th 2016. I don’t think the auction room 
had ever seen anything quite like it. It had taken weeks of preparation to clean the gods, move them to 
Canterbury, clean them, and then decide how to group them: they clearly could not all be sold one by one. 
In the end the larger gods were sold individually, but smaller figures were put into groups of up to 20 
items, sometimes rather randomly grouped.  
 
Paul and I went down for the day with mixed feelings. We were sad to see this great collection dispersed, 
but wanted to do Keith honour by being there and at least recording what happened. And if they were to be 
sold, I wanted to buy something to remember Keith by.  
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The auction, which also included a smaller number of jades, ceramics, paintings, and Nora Stevens’s 
collection of nearly 400 porcelain spoons, took from 10 in the morning until 4.30 in the afternoon, with a 
10-minute break. There were only about 20 people in the room, but it quickly became clear that bids were 
coming in over the phone and internet from all over the world: the USA, China, Hong Kong, Jersey, and 
more, with quite hot bidding at times, though usually between only two or three people.  
 
Sale of the books from Keith’s huge library went very well, as did that of all porcelain, bronzes, and any of 
the gods that were gilded and lacquered, and/or a Buddha or Bodhisattva. About two thirds of the middling 
sized (i.e. quite decorative) figures were sold, but very many of the large lots of 10-20 smaller gods went 
unsold. Although the auction catalogue said that there were no reserves, the auctioneer was in fact 
imposing reserves herself so that items would not go for what she felt were unreasonably low bids. Many 
of the gods went to one buyer, though who it was we can’t know. However, something the auctioneer said 
made us think that it was a collector rather than a dealer.  
 
In total 88 lots, mainly gods, were unsold out of 350. I believe that there will be another sale at some point. 
The collection will have been considerably dispersed, and sadly, the gods were sold without the 
accompanying research on each of them. I talked to Keith’s daughter Carol during the day, and she was 
insistent that her father had said that he had had enormous pleasure from them during his life, but that what 
happened to them afterwards was not his concern, and that the daughters must decide. They had in fact 
tried to find a museum to take the collection in order to keep it intact, but without a large accompanying 
bequest in order to pay for its cataloguing, conservation and display, they had found this impossible.  
 
When, on seeing the auction catalogue, Paul and I saw that the archive was also to be sold, I had tried to 
find a public collection to at least take this so that it would be accessible to all, but failed: there wasn’t 
enough time. The RAS actually sent an archivist down to view it immediately, but decided that it was too 
much for them to take on. It will not have helped that the auction room had decanted it out of its filing 
cabinets into 37 boxes. The Bodleian Library took the enquiry seriously and expressed an interest, but 
frustratingly (time was now very short) without either being able to view the archive or being promised a 
bequest large enough to cover their costs, they couldn't take the risk of buying it. It went for approximately 
£3,500, so although we considered bidding, we (the Friends) could not have bought it even if we had 
decided to take the risk of doing so without locating a home for it first. 
 
The archive and some of the gods have gone to someone whom Keith knew, Ronni Pinsler, another 
collector of gods, who lives in Penang. He hopes to use it to write the comprehensive book on the gods that 
Keith’s publishers would not let him write. It would be hugely expensive to publish, but it would be a truly 
great thing if he succeeds, and we wish him all the best. He has very kindly agreed to come and talk to the 
London Friends next year about his research, so in this way we will maintain contact with the work that 
Keith laid such huge foundations for. 
 
I bought Keith’s angel, which I trust will preside over the good fortunes of the Norman/Bolding household. 
It is striking, unorthodox, and benevolent, rather like its former owner. 
 
More information about the sale and a biography of Keith can be found here: 

http://www.thecanterburyauctiongalleries.com/blog/the-keith-stevens-collection-of-chinese-gods-6th-
october-2016/ 

****** 

http://www.thecanterburyauctiongalleries.com/blog/the-keith-stevens-collection-of-chinese-gods-6th-october-2016/
http://www.thecanterburyauctiongalleries.com/blog/the-keith-stevens-collection-of-chinese-gods-6th-october-2016/
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Courtesy Call on RAS Sri Lanka 
 

  
Mr. Michael Broom, RASHK President presenting 
journal to Dr. Hema Goonatilake, RASSL President 
 

(Photos courtesy Michael Broom) 
 

****** 

St John’s Cathedral Shop 
 

Arrangements have been made with St John’s Cathedral Bookshop for 
copies of RAS journals Vols. 51 – 56 and the book Hong Kong Going, Gone 
to be sold through the shop. It is hoped that Members will actively support 
this facility, and encourage others to purchase Society publications from the 
Bookshop. Their email address is: <bookstor@stjohnscathedral.org.hk> 

****** 

AGM 
 

RAS 57th Annual General Meeting & Cocktail Party 
 
Please make a note in your diaries that the 57th Annual General Meeting 
will be held in the Hong Kong Club in the evening of Friday, 28th April 
2016. We experimented last year with a change of format, dispensing with 
a formal sit-down dinner in favour of a more casual cocktail party with 
canapés. This arrangement enabled members and guests to mix and mingle 
much more freely, and was well received. Accordingly, we will adopt the 
same style this year. 
 
Full details will appear in the March Newsletter. 
 

****** 



Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong 2016 
 

24 
 

Of General Interest 
 

2017 Membership Renewal 
 
Members are reminded that renewals are due on 1st January, 2017 and, for this purpose, a renewal form 
is available at the back of this issue. If you currently pay by cheque and would prefer the convenience 
of paying by Direct Debit, please contact the Administrator for a Direct Debit Authorisation form on 
<membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk>. Those of you who pay by Standing Order are requested 
to please ensure that the Order is for the appropriate amount. 
 

Annual 
Hong Kong Resident - Individual / Institutional  HK$750 

Hong Kong Resident - Joint / Family HK$1,100 

Hong Kong Resident – Student* HK$50 

* in full time education – please enclose a photocopy of your student ID. 

Life 
Life – Single HK$10,500 

Life – Joint HK$15,400 

Overseas 
Overseas - Annual HK$450 

Overseas - Life HK$6,300 
 

 
****** 

Library News 
 

The following items have been received for the RAS library, our thanks goes to Dr. Gillian 
Bickley:- 

� Sarman, Sanja. Beyond brightness. Hong Kong: Proverse Hong Kong, 2016. 
� Pearson, Jan. Black tortoise winter. Hong Kong: Proverse Hong Kong, 2016. 

 
 

****** 
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PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM 

Journals Price HK$ Qty Order 
Vols. 1 – 50 $50.00 each ___ _____ 
Vols. 51 – 56 $200.00 each ___ _____ 

 
Books 
Hong Kong Going and Gone $120.00 ___ _____ 
A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street $300.00 ___ _____ 
 
P&P within HK Overseas (surface/registered) 
A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street $55.00 $130.00  _____ 
Full set of Journals $260.00 price on request _____ 
All other volumes (per volume) $25.00 $65.00  _____ 
       

 
          TOTAL      HK$ _________  
 
 
 
Please send the order & cheque, payable to Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch, to 
RASHKB, GPO Box 3864, Hong Kong. We accept US$ or GBP cheques at exchange 
rates of US$1=HK$8 / GBP1=HK$11, but please also add US$15/ GBO10.50 per cheque 
to cover bank charges incurred in clearing your cheque. 
 

 
ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY HONG KONG STUDIES SERIES 
 
Ancestral Images $260.00 ………. 
Cantonese Society in HK and Singapore $260.00 ………. 
Custom, Land and Livelihood in Rural South China $260.00 ………. 
The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (hardback) $190.00 ………. 
The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (paperback) $120.00 ………. 
Early China Coast Meteorology $220.00 ………. 
East River Column: Hong Kong Guerrillas in the Second World War and After (hardback) $190.00 ………. 
East River Column (paperback) $140.00 ………. 
East River Column (Chinese edition) $110.00 ………. 
Escape from Hong Kong (hardback) $220.00 ………. 
Escape from Hong Kong (paperback) $150.00 ………. 
Forgotten Souls $320.00 ………. 
Governors, Politics and the Colonial Office $220.00 ………. 
Hong Kong Internment, 1942-1945 (paperback) $130.00 ………. 
The Lone Flag: Memoir of the British Consul in Macau during World War II $240.00 ………. 
Portugal, China & Macau Negotiations $210.00 ………. 
Public Success, Private sorrow: The Life & Times of Charles Henry Brewitt Taylor $190.00 ………. 
Reluctant Heroes: Rickshaw Pullers in Hong Kong and Canton, 1874-1954 $190.00 ………. 
Resist to the End: Hong Kong, 1941-1945 $190.00 ………. 
Scottish Mandarin $220.00 ………. 
Six-Day War of 1899: Hong Kong in the Age of Imperialism (hardback) $190.00 ………. 
Six-Day War of 1899 (paperback) $150.00 ………. 
Southern District Officer Reports $210.00 ………. 
Watching over Hong Kong: Private Policing 1841-1941 (paperback) $150.00 ………. 
P&P:   within Hong Kong -  $25;  Overseas (surface)  -  $65 
For RAS HKB Study Series orders, please send your order with cheque, payable to The University of Hong 
Kong, to Hong Kong University Press, The University of Hong Kong Pokfulam, Hong Kong. 
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COUNCIL MEMBERS CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Position Name Phone Fax E-mail 

President Mr Michael Broom 2719 4974 2719 4958 president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Vice-President Dr Gillian Bickley 2259 3456   2688 0546  g.bickley@proversepublishing.com 

Vice-President Dr Helen Tinsley 9034 2241  fulttins@netvigator.com 

Immediate Past 
President  

Mr Christopher Young 6388 5155   clbyoung@gmail.com 

Past President Mr Robert Nield  2540 0722   2335 5470  hiflyer@netvigator.com 

Past President  Dr Patrick Hase 2658 6529   2658 5400  phhase@hku.hk 

Hon. Secretary Mr David McKellar 2843 2493   2103 5996  mckellar@graduate.hku.hk 

Hon. Treasurer Ms Connie Carmichael 2994 2488    treasurer@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Hon. Librarian Ms Edith Chan 2241 5624   2857 2048  librarian@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Hon. Editor Dr Stephen Davies 3917 5034  stephen.davies79@gmail.com 

Hon. Activities 
Coordinator 

Dr Helen Tinsley 9034 2241  fulttins@netvigator.com 

Hon. Archivist Mrs Anna McCormick   9684 1066 2859 2115 annamcc@hku.hk 

Council Member Ms Davina Lee 9196 5934  dioramaprojects@gmail.com 

Council Member Ms Moody Tang 2813 2322   2813 8033  website@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Council Member Mr Donald Gasper 2858 6601  d_gasper@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

 
OTHER USEFUL CONTACT 

Position Name Phone  E-mail 

Administrator 

(Part-time) 

Ms Ivy Ho 6590 7523  membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 
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 Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch 
 Membership Application Form 2017 

 
 
 
 

Name: Dr. / Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. / Miss * _______________________________________             
Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________  
Occupation: ___________________________________________________________       
E-mail (Please write clearly): ______________________________________________   
Tel: (Home) _______________ (Mobile) _______________ (Office) ______________ 
How did you hear about us? _______________________________________________ 
Signature: _______________________________________ Date: _________ 

 
Annual Subscriptions as at 1 January 2017 
 
Individual HK$ 750  
Joint HK$ 1,100 
Student* HK$ 50 
Institutional HK$ 750 
Overseas (Single) HK$ 450 
Overseas (Life) HK$ 6,300 
Life HK$ 10,500 
Joint Life  HK$ 15,400 

 
Please tick as appropriate 
 
*Full-time students only – please attach a copy of valid student ID 
 
In the interests of efficiency and economy, we strongly encourage members to pay subscriptions by Autopay. 
You may complete the Direct Debit Authorisation form on the attached page and return the original with this 
application form to the address below.  The Debtor’s Reference will be completed by the RAS. 
If, however, you prefer to pay by cheque please send it with this application form.  
Overseas members without a bank account in Hong Kong may pay by USD or GBP cheque or bank draft 
payable to “Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch”, plus HK$100 to cover bank service fees. 
 
Please send all completed applications and payments to: 
The Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch, G.P.O. Box 3864, Hong Kong S.A.R 
Enquiries: membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 
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