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In the Chinese zodiac 2015 is the Year of the Sheep. To mark the 
coming year the cover for this issue depicts a sculpture created in 1959, 
which now stands in Yuexiu Park in Guangdong’s provincial capital, 
Guangzhou. The sculpture comprises a group of five sheep which are 
the symbol of Guangzhou and recall the mythological origin of the city, 
also known as The City of Goats. 

I hope some of the resident members were able, as I was, to listen to 
RTHK Radio 4’s broadcast at 8 pm on Friday, 12 December. The 
programme was originally aired on 5 June 1987 and featured a re-
broadcast of a concert by the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra. The programme was a tribute to Dr 
Solomon Matthew Bard OBE, MBE, TD, who was also an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Asiatic 
Society Hong Kong Branch. Dr Bard, who was the Society’s oldest member passed away at his home 
in Woollahra, New South Wales, Australia on 7 December 2014. The RTHK broadcast was an archive 
recording in which Solomon Bard was the conductor and also included the premier of a piece written 
for the orchestra, by him, entitled ‘Reflections of a Northern Childhood’. He was born in the town of 
Chitra in Siberia, when Russia was still ruled by the Tsars, but he emigrated to China and eventually 
Hong Kong following the 1917 Russian Revolution. He is remembered for his distinguished record of 
military and public service, including his role as a medical officer with the HKVDC. He subsequently 
served as the regiment’s Honorary Colonel on two occasions. Following the surrender of Hong Kong 
on Christmas Day 1941 he was captured and spent the next four years as a prisoner of war in Sham 
Shui Po POW camp. In peacetime he worked as a medical doctor at Hong Kong University and 
pursued a keen interest in both music and archaeology. Having retired to Australia he took a great 
interest in the RASHKB. Many of us will remember the last talk he gave to the Society on Friday, 20 
March 2009 entitled ‘Solomon Bard Remembers’ (see May 2009 Newsletter). The talk drew on his 
autobiography (which had recently been published) entitled ‘Light and Shade Sketches from an 
Uncommon Life’. The book covered his childhood growing up in Russia and his youth and student 
days in Harbin, Shanghai and Hong Kong, up to the outbreak of World War II. His last visit to Hong 
Kong was in 2010 when he attended the Society’s birthday celebration in honour of his long-time 
friend Dr Dan Waters. 
 
(Ed note: An obituary for Dr Bard will be published in Vol 55) 
 
We have had another very busy period with two very interesting talks. However the highlight in 
November was the China visit which took place at the beginning of November. Eighteen members of 
the Society led by member Rocky Dang visited Jiangxi Province including, Nanchang, Kuling, 
Jingdezhen and several other places of historical and scenic beauty. I would like to thank Mrs Kim 
Chai for writing the report of the trip which I hope will be of interest to all members. 
 
Looking forward to the start of the New Year, I am pleased to inform you that in January Professor 
Robert Bickers from Bristol University will be talking to the Society on 14 January 2015. He will be 
giving a talk on his book ‘Getting Stuck in for Shanghai’. The book is published by Penguin Books as 
one of its series commemorating the 100th Anniversary of World War I. The talk will focus mainly on 
the British expatriates living in Shanghai who volunteered to serve in the British army in 1914. 
 
May I take this opportunity to remind all members to ensure that their direct debit authorisations or 
bank standing orders are up-to-date and current. The beginning of the new year is a very busy one for 
the Hon Treasurer and the Administrator and efficient collection of annual membership dues is an 
important matter which you can all help with by ensuring your payment is correctly authorised. 
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Although April is still some way off may I ask all members to make a note of Friday, 24 April 2015 as 
the date for the AGM. 
 
The next issue of the newsletter will be published in March 2015 and therefore I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you all “Best Wishes for a very happy New Year”. 
 
                                    

Gong Xi Fa Cai 
恭喜發財 

 
Wan Shi Sheng Yi    Shen Ti Jian Kang 

萬事勝意   身體健康 

              
Michael Broom 
President 
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LECTURE 
 

Getting Stuck in for Shanghai : Putting the Kibosh on the Kaiser 
from the Bund. 

Wednesday • 14 January 2015 
 

 
Near 200 Britons, resident in China in 1914, died in service 
during the First World War, and at least 70 from Hong Kong. 
Many hundreds more joined the colours. This talk explores 
the experiences at home in Shanghai, and on active service, 
of the Shanghai British community in particular. It shows 
how difficult it proved to cleanly break apart the pragmatic 
alliances forged by the British and Germans in China, but 
also how men and women responded to the challenges and 
demands of the war. 
 
About the author: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Speaker:  Professor Robert Bickers. 
Date/Time:   14 January, 2015 / 6:30 for 6.45 pm lecture 
Venue:  First Missionary CSD, 8/F Extension Services Room, City Hall High Block, Central 
Admission:  Free – Advance booking not required 
 
 

***** 
 

LECTURE 
 

Free Trade’s First Missionary - Sir John Bowring  
Wednesday • 28 January 2015 

 
Philip Bowring’s biography of Sir John Bowring, fourth governor of Hong Kong, “Free Trade’s First 
Missionary” , has recently been published by Hong Kong University Press. The speaker will describe 
the amazingly varied career of Bowring, merchant, literary figure, entrepreneur and radical politician 
before he came to Hong Kong and then discuss  his important dealings with Siam – the Bowring 
Treaty -- and China, and his many, lifelong contributions to the idea and practice of Free Trade as a 
global benefit. Bowring was also a strong supporter of the Royal Asiatic Society in Hong Kong and 
London. 
 

Robert Bickers is Professor of History at the University of Bristol, 
and the author, amongst other books, of Empire Made Me: An 
Englishman Adrift in Shanghai (2003), The Scramble for China: 
Foreign Devils in the Qing empire, 1832-1914 (2001) and Getting 
Stuck in for Shanghai: Putting the Kibosh on the Kaiser from the 
Bund (2014). Son of an RAF helicopter crewman, he spent three 
years living in Hong Kong as a child, and has taught at Bristol since 
1997.  
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About the author: 
 
Philip Bowring is a journalist based in Hong Kong since 1973. He has variously been correspondent 
for the Financial Times, editor of the Far Eastern Economic Review, columnist for the International 
Herald Tribune and South China Morning Post, consultant on regional political and financial issues. 
Previously he was a financial journalist in London and Australia. He has a degree in History from 
Cambridge University. 
 
Speaker: Mr Philip Bowring 
Date/Time: 28 January, 2015 / 6:30 for 7.00 pm lecture 
Venue: Centre for Visual Arts (CVA), 7A Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels 
Admission: Members $75; Non-members / Guests $125 
Booking: Please email in advance to president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk to reserve 

your place, and pay at the door. 
 
 

***** 
 

LOCAL VISIT 
 

Chinese University Art Gallery – Splendid Images Exhibition 
Saturday • 28 February, 2015 

 
Having collected modern Chinese painting for over four decades, the 
master of Eryi Caotang has assembled an extraordinary collection that 
provides an overview of the development of Chinese ink painting 
from the late 19th century to the 20th century. The exhibition features 
70 masterpieces by well-known masters including Qi Baishi (1864-
1957), Xu Beihong (1895-1953), Zhang Daqian (1899-1983), Lin 
Fengmian (1900-1990), Fu Baoshi (1904-1965), and Li Keran (1907-
1989). Many of these paintings were collected during the 1970s and 
1980s, when China gradually recovered from the aftermath of the 
devastating Cultural Revolution and when Hong Kong's economic 
boom fostered a new group of collectors. The master of Eryi Caotang 
was a typical Hong Kong businessman of that period, and his success 
in business led to his lifelong passion for Chinese painting and 
friendships with many prominent artists. As such, the collecting 
history in recent memory is intricately linked with the lives and practices of artists and the ties 
between Hong Kong and mainland China. 

mailto:president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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Our Guide 
Josh Yiu is the Associate Director of the Art Museum.  He received his B.A. in Art 
History from the University of Chicago, and completed his doctorate at Oxford 
University.  From 2006 to 2013, he served as the Foster Foundation Curator of 
Chinese Art at the Seattle Art Museum.  A specialist in late imperial and modern 
Chinese art, his publications include Writing Modern Chinese Art: Historiographic 
Explorations (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2009) and Remembering 
Days Gone By: Chinese Painting and Calligraphy from the Seattle Art Museum 
Collection, an online catalogue sponsored by the J. Paul Getty Foundation.  He has 
taught and lectured at various universities, including the University of Washington 
and the Seattle University. 

 
 

Guide:  Josh Yiu, Associate Director of the Art Museum 
Date/Time: 28 February, 2015 / Rendezvous by 10.00 am / Tour starts at 10.30 am 
Venue:  Chinese University Art Gallery 
Admission: Free of charge  
Booking: Please email in advance to Connie Carmichael on connie.carmichael@gmail.com 

to reserve your place and advise if you will stay for a self-pay lunch after the visit. 
Directions: MTR East Rail to University Station (from Central allow 1 hour). Take exit A to 

the university side of the station. Rendezvous at Democracy Statue by 10.00 am. 
University bus transfer to the Art Gallery. 
There is limited paid parking at the university. Consult a map for directions. 

 
 
 

***** 
 
 

LECTURE 
 

‘Life in North Korea- for North Koreans and for expatriates 
working there’ 

Friday • 6 March 2015 
 
North Korea (DPRK) is a country often written about in international media and news items, but 
accurate information and a good understanding of its people and culture can be difficult to find. 
 
The focus of this talk, with recent insights, is on life in North Korea from the perspective of ordinary 
North Koreans and for expatriates working there, as well as some important facts and figures about 
the country. 
 
This is a chance to learn something about the housing, education and health systems in DPRK as well 
as, importantly, how food is provided through the public distribution system and also recently 
markets. We will hear how these systems shape the daily lives and aspirations of local people, both in 
the cities and countryside of DPRK. We will also learn how the local communication and travel 
systems, arts and culture impact upon lives, be it working, learning or socializing. Some emerging 
trends can be found - with an increase in the use of colour, and rising confidence of local people - 
fashionable high heels and umbrellas with sparkles are much appreciated. 
 
Life for the few foreigners who reside in North Korea will also be reviewed. Most are either part of 
the diplomatic community working in embassies and consulates, or are involved in aid projects. 
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The talk is based on the speaker’s five years of work experience in Pyongyang heading the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (2006-2011), as well as recent visits in support of various 
aid projects. The impact of isolation and international sanctions on development potential and 
constructive engagement will be touched upon. 
 
The speaker  
 
From 1978-2006 Katharina Zellweger was based in Hong Kong, working for the Catholic agency, 
Caritas. As a senior aid manager with many years of field experience, she has played a key role in 
pioneering Caritas involvement initiatives in China and North Korea. During the 1990’s she was 
deeply involved in the channeling of effective food aid into North Korea.  
 

She is currently a 
Visiting Fellow at the 
Center for International 
Security and 
Cooperation at Stanford 
University, USA. Prior 
to that she was the 
Pantech Fellow in 
Korean Studies at the 
Walter H. Shorenstein 
Asia - Pacific Research 
Centre, in residence at 
Stanford University 
from November 2011 
to August 2013. She is 
a frequent presenter on 
the topic of the 

situation of the North Korean people to audiences in the USA and elsewhere, with contributions and 
participation in workshops, seminars and conferences about humanitarian as well as security issues 
on the Korean Peninsula - with particular reference to North Korea. 
 
She received the South Korean Bishop Tji Hak-soon Justice and Peace Award in 2005, and the Dame 
of St Gregory the Great from the Vatican for her work in North Korea. She has a Master’s degree in 
International Administration. 
 
At the invitation of the Korean Society of New York, she has also organized an ongoing and 
travelling exhibition of her collection of North Korean socialist posters. 
 
 
Speaker:  Kathi Zellweger 
Date/Time: 6 March, 2015 / 6:30 for 7.00 pm lecture 
Venue:  Centre for Visual Arts, 7A Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels 
Admission: Members $75; Non-Members / Guests $125.  
Booking: Please email in advance to fulttins@netvigator.com to reserve your place, and pay 

at the door.  
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LECTURE 
 

Forgotten Heroes: The Magistrates of San On 
Friday • 13 March 2015 

 
In Imperial times, China was divided into some 1,100 Counties, each of which was administered by a 
Magistrate. For the vast majority of the Chinese people, the only facets of the Chinese Imperial state 
which they would ever come across would be the Magistrate of the County in which they lived, and 
the local military commander. The Magistrate, as the head of the County administration, was central 
to the development of the County. The Imperial authorities expected the men they appointed as 
Magistrates to be Confucian Superior Men, that is, men living in accordance with the Confucian 
ideals of selfless public-spirited service, closeness to the people, personal gravity and dignity, 
combined with great intelligence perfected by a rigorous education, all coupled with lifelong 
dedication to the good of the people. Unfortunately, for a thousand years, stories abound of 
Magistrates who were self-centred, interested only in what they could get out of their position, 
dominated entirely by lust and greed. Most people take it as a truism, in fact, that all Imperial County 
Magistrates were unworthy, corrupt, and ‘on the make’. 
 
Surprisingly, given the absolute centrality of the Magistrates in the history of their Counties, nothing 
has been done to study them at the local level, to see what they were like as men, what they did, or 
failed to do, for their Counties, and what their Counties thought of them. Studies of the Magistrates 
which have been made are based on nationwide surveys, and are dominated by extreme cases. 
 
San On, the County in which the Hong Kong area lay before the coming of the British, was a typical, 
remote, rural County. Evidence survives, in the 1688 County Gazetteer to allow a study to be 
undertaken of the Magistrates of San On in the late Ming and early Qing. This shows that the bulk of 
them were conscientious and hard-working officials, and many were Confucian Superior Men in the 
full sense. 
 
This talk will discuss this evidence, and show what these Magistrates did, and what they tried, but 
failed to do, and how the County community viewed them and their endeavours. It will also suggest 
why, unfairly, the Magistrates are so universally classed as corrupt and unworthy. 
 
About the author 

 
Dr Patrick Hase came to Hong Kong in 1972, to work as a Government 
officer, after studying for his Doctorate at Cambridge University (on c7-8 
Ecclesiastical History in England).  He joined the Royal Asiatic Society 
Hong Kong Branch in 1974 (Council Member from 1982, as Editor of the 
Journal) and began studying the local New Territories village history and 
culture in a small way, which slowly grew.  He has published a large number 
of articles in these fields, almost all of them in the Journal.  He edited the 
Society’s books on Yaumatei (In the Heart of the Metropolis: Yaumatei and 
its People) and the New Territories (Beyond the Metropolis: Villages in 
Hong Kong) and has written two volumes in the Society’s Hong Kong 
Studies Service among other books, The Six-Day War of 1899: Hong Kong 

in the Age of Imperialism, (subsequently also published in Chinese translation) and Custom, Land, 
and Livelihood in Rural South China: The Traditional land Law of Hong Kong’s New Territories, 
1759-1950. 
 
He was President of the Society for four years, up to 2005, and is an Honorary Fellow of the Society.  
He is also a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London (F.S.A), and an Honorary Adviser (Local 
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History) to the Leisure and Cultural Services Department of the Government of Hong Kong, to the 
Zhongying Street Historical Museum, Sha Tau Kok and to the People’s Government of the 
Municipality of Kaiping, Guangdong. 
 
He is married with four children.  
 
Speaker:       Patrick Hase 
Date/Time:   Friday 13 March 2015 / 6:30 for 7.00 pm lecture  
Venue: Centre for Visual Arts, 7A Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels 
Admission: Members $75; Non-members / Guests $125 
Booking: Please email in advance to president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk to reserve your 

place, and pay at the door. 
 
 

****** 
 

LECTURE 
 

A TRUE FRIEND TO CHINA 
' Jack Jones - The Lost Writings of a Heroic Nobody' 

The Friends Ambulance Unit 'China Convoy', 1945-1951 
Friday • 27 March 2015 

 
 

Newly published by Earnshaw Books under the above title, 
Andrew Hicks will present the story of his book on the work 
of the FAU 'China Convoy' in the late nineteen forties. The 
book is a 400 page edited collection of the contemporary 
writings in China of Jack Jones, who was the FAU's 
Chungking-based Transport Director, and includes over 500 
photo images. 
 
Jack was an obsessive writer and with a bottle always to hand  
he tirelessly beat the keys of his battered typewriter in the heat 
and humidity of the FAU's Chungking transport depot.  
Published in the FAU's regular newsletter for a tiny audience 
of staff scattered across China, his articles were lost and 
forgotten until Andrew recently rediscovered them in the Quaker archives in London. They tell 
engagingly of the FAU's gargantuan struggles to distribute medical supplies across vast distances over 
washed out roads, using battered trucks that broke down daily, facing the assaults of extreme heat and 
cold, of marauding soldiers, bandits and obstructive bureaucrats. Jack, with Lord Hugh, the son of the 
Duke of Bedford on board, drove his truck over the edge, falling sixty feet into a ravine. He was 
captured by bandits and beaten with the flat of a sword and he nearly died of typhus; improbable tales 
but all true and powerfully told by Jack in the book. Somehow the China Convoy succeeded in 
supplying struggling hospitals against all the odds, saving many lives, as they weathered the arrival in 
Chungking of the communist regime, though not for very long.   
 
The book also presents Jack's many remarkable friends, both foreign and Chinese. Geoffrey Bonsall of 
RAS renown had his first experience of China with Jack's transport unit. Peter Mason was only 
eighteen when he arrived in Hong Kong before being flown in to Chungking. Bob and Dorothy 
Reuman worked at the North Point Relief Camp before being cleared to fly to Chungking just two 
days before the night sky was lit up by the communist assault on the city. 

mailto:president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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Jack was finally ejected from China by the new regime, going down the Yangtse gorges to Hankow 
and in June 1951 ultimately arriving by train at Lowu in rags and straw sandals.  Jack himself never 
returned to live in England but settled in Thailand from where in 1956 as, 'Jack Reynolds' he published 
in New York and London a best-selling novel called, ‘A Woman of Bangkok’. His plot closely 
anticipated Richard Mason's, 'The World of Suzie Wong'  by just one year, being about a similar though 
darker affair with a lady of the night. 
 
Andrew's book and his lecture therefore tell of a feudal China in its death throes, of Jack's personal 
story of a positive contribution to the Chinese people that toted neither guns, drugs nor bibles and of 
this recent discovery of a rare source of contemporary writings from that era. The talk will be fully 
illustrated with photos of the time, including colour shots of Hong Kong in 1951. 
 
About the author 

Andrew Hicks lectured in Law at the University of Hong Kong from 1976 
to 1983. Prior to that he had practiced as a Solicitor in Lincolns' Inn 
Fields, London, before escaping to lecture at a university in northern 
Nigeria. In Hong Kong he started fund raising for the Hong Kong Oxfam 
Group and was regularly visited by Bernard Llewellyn, Oxfam's overseas 
director, a project that later became Oxfam Hong Kong. His next stop was 
five years at the National University of Singapore, then returning to the 
UK to a position at the University of Exeter. On taking early retirement he 
settled in Thailand and, thus inspired, wrote a couple of books with a 
much better story line than commercial law. There he became interested in 
the all but forgotten author, 'Jack Reynolds', and discovered that Jack had 
been a close friend of Bernard Llewellyn, both of them serving in China 
with the Friends Ambulance Unit.  

 
Thus began his fascination with Jack Jones and the FAU. More than five years of research has now 
brought his book to publication and to a three week trip exploring Yunnan province and the wilds of 
the Burma Road. Arriving from Kunming, a stop-over in Hong Kong en route to London now gives 
him the opportunity to present this lecture to the Royal Asiatic Society. (Enquiries about the book can 
be made to arhicks56@hotmail.com.) 
 
 

 
                     

Burma Road – 24 Bends Mountain Pass 

Chinese & Expat Staff 

mailto:arhicks56@hotmail.com
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Speaker:       Andrew Hicks 
Date/Time:   Friday 13 March 2015 / 6:30 for 7.00 pm lecture  
Venue: The Helena May (Garden Room), 35 Garden Road, Central 
Admission: Members $75; Non-members / Guests $125 
Booking: Please email in advance to president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk to reserve your 

place, and pay at the door. 
 
 

****** 
 

LOCAL VISIT 
 

‘The History of Plague in Hong Kong’ 
Saturday • 28 March, 2015 

 
In 1894, a plague epidemic came to Hong Kong from China.  One of the most severely affected areas 
was the Chinese community in and around Tai Ping Shan district in Western, where living conditions 
were poor, overcrowded  and devoid of proper sanitation. Within a couple of months May - July 1894, 
there were > 2400 deaths, spreading fear and panic amongst the wider Hong Kong community, as well 
as creating much concern within the Hong Kong Colonial authorities. The disease was overwhelming 
the available medical facilities, death was rapid and there was no effective treatment.  
 
2014 was the 120th anniversary of this outbreak and the history of how the bacteria causing plague 
was isolated and identified, and attempts made to control the epidemic make a fascinating story. To 
commemorate this anniversary experts linked to The Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences at No 5 

FAU Chungking depot & garage 

FAU Convoy at Qujing Garage 
waiting to leave for Henan 

mailto:president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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Caine Path researched the background, set up an exhibition and created a walking trail to visit some of 
the key sites associated with the outbreak. 
 
The RAS is fortunate that Dr C P Ho, who supported this research, has kindly agreed to lead a visit – 
starting at The Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences to hear about the history of the plague in 
Hong Kong, followed by a walk around important sites in and around Tai Ping Shan, which were 
associated with the epidemic. 
 
Date: Saturday, 28 March 2015 2.30pm-4pm 
Rendezvous: The Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences, 5 Caine Path. 
Programme: More details will be available in the March Newsletter 
Cost: $100 for members, $150 for non-members/guests.  
 Payment details will be available later. 
 Numbers will be limited to a maximum of 30 attendees. 
 
 
 

****** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Any member who would be willing to write a review of an RAS activity for the Newsletter 
should please contact Mr Michael Broom, Hon Activities Co-ordinator, either by email on 

president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk or by telephone on 2719 4958 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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RASHKB overseas trip: Jiangxi province, China 
31 October - 7 November 2014 

written by Kim Chai 
 
“Coming to Jiangxi is your dream come true!” patriotic local guide Peter told our bemused group of 18 as 
he welcomed us to Nanchang (南昌), the provincial capital, after our two-hour flight from Shenzhen. 
Dream-like certainly described our coach journey to mist-shrouded Lushan (廬山 ) , one of China’s 
legendary mountains and a Unesco World Heritage site. True to the Chinese adage, “It’s difficult to see 
the face of Lushan”, its tea plantations and forests disappeared into a “sea of cloud” as our bus wended up 
40 hairpin bends to the Grand Metropark Resort at 1200m. An early dinner introduced us to spicy Jiangxi 
cuisine, making the local beer even more welcome!                

 
Day 2 was spent literally in the mists of time 
touring the historic hill-station of Guling (牯嶺) – 
founded in the 1890s by Western missionaries, 
taken over by the Kuomintang as their summer 
capital in the 1930-40s, and in the 1950-60s by the 
Communists, who held major conferences here. 
Amid shady lanes and scenic lakes, 600 European-
style bungalows, schools, hotels, consulate, 
library—built by foreigners from over 20 
nationalities—are now museums, municipal offices, 
guesthouses, or sadly left derelict. We visited the 

girlhood home of Nobel literature laureate Pearl S Buck and the American Episcopal Church where her 
father preached; imposing Meilu Villa, built by a British lord, used by Gen and Madame Chiang Kai-shek 
as an official residence, and later by Mao Zedong; Zhou Enlai’s villa, where Gen George C Marshall 
stayed on eight visits to mediate in the civil war, and Mao’s massive villa, now Lushan Museum. A heavy 
lunch, at a restaurant once frequented by the Chiangs, was walked off on a vertiginous 1.5 km trail cut 
into Lushan’s sheer granite cliffs, pausing at spots historic (a pine tree that inspired a poem by Mao) or 
spiritual (the Taoist “cave of immortals”). Later, drinks at the Old Villa Bar helped us suspend disbelief 
at pigtailed Paul Muni playing a Chinese peasant in the 1937 film of Buck’s “The Good Earth,” before 
dinner and a nail-biting drive to the hotel in zero visibility. Next morning the sun came out as we 
descended Lushan towards China’s largest freshwater lake, Poyang Hu (鄱陽湖), source of all the big 
fish on our dinner tables. The most curious sight en route were the ubiquitous high-rises left vacant or 
half-built because of the official crackdown on corruption.    
 
Day 3 was devoted to porcelain—produced for 1,700 years in Jingdezhen (景德鎮 ) , where blue-and-

white porcelain lamp-posts line the main roads. First 
stop was the Imperial Kiln Museum located on the site 
of Ming (1368-1644) and Qing dynasty (1644-1911) 
kilns, still being excavated. Accompanied by Mr Liu 
from Jingdezhen’s cultural bureau, we learned about 
raw materials, colours, glazing, firing, and how 
countless ceramic objects deemed not flawless enough 
for imperial use were smashed. Many of these 
reconstructed rejects now on display looked perfectly 
exquisite to us! Next stop was the Ancient Kiln Folk 
Customs Museum, where master craftsmen almost as 
ancient demonstrated the moulding, trimming, glazing 
and painting of camellia-pattern bowls to be fired in a 
wood-fuelled Qing-era kiln at 1,300 degrees C.  
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Then a musical treat in a lakeside pavilion: an all-
woman orchestra playing all-porcelain instruments, with 
a pair of ballet dancers performing a revolutionary pas 
de deux. As dusk fell, we had a look round two clusters 
of Ming and Qing houses salvaged and rebuilt on the 
museum’s lovely grounds, before proceeding to Jijing 
Hotel, a state-run complex previously reserved for 
government officials.  
 
 
Day 4 began with a spot of shopping in emporia housing a staggering array of ceramics, from 10-foot 
vases to Xi Jinping etched on china. Then off to Yaoli (瑤里 ) 50 km away, near where discovery of 
kaolin clay in the Tang dynasty (618-907) launched China’s porcelain industry. Amid picturesque rice 
fields, woods and streams, we began seeing lots of Huizhou architecture, distinguished by high, white, 
“horsehead” gable walls topped with curving black-tiled roofs. Hundreds of such Huizhou-style houses 
dating from the Ming and Qing remain in Yaoli’s charming old village; we visited the houses of a 
scholar-official and a merchant to admire their ornate carved latticework doors enclosing interior 
courtyards and lightwells. Art students were everywhere sketching bucolic scenes of chickens in lantern-
hung alleys and women washing vegetables in the clear Yao River.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of the veggies ended up in our delightful alfresco lunch, after which we joined village grannies and 
children under the 500-year-old eaves of the Cheng Ancestral Clan Hall to be entertained by an all-male 
opera troupe performing high-pitched songs and skits.  
 
We made a last stop to see kaolin-containing rocks being 
pulverized by huge waterwheel-driven hammers, the resulting 
white powder poured into settling pools, the sediment dried after 
the water evaporates and cut into kaolin bricks. Also interesting 
were the remnants of Song dynasty (960-1279) tunnel-shaped 
“long kilns” embedded in hillocks littered with porcelain shards 
(500 rmb fine for picking any up). Then onwards to Wuyuan 
(婺源 ) 80 km east, arriving for dinner at the elegant Congxi 
Manor hotel. 
 
On Day 5 we went village-hopping in “the most beautiful countryside in China”—so lauded by Jiang 
Zemin, who was born in Wuyuan County. With tourist numbers surging since that presidential accolade, 
access to Wuyuan’s centuries-old villages now involves lining up at visitor centres to be fingerprinted, 
issued with digital passes, ushered through turnstiles and onto shuttle buses. Thus we gained entry to 
Likeng (李坑, founded 1150 by a Li clan), a photogenic composition of Huizhou-style houses, shops, 
pavilions and stone bridges straddling a canal. We popped into the former mansions of a lumber merchant 
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and a Qing bureaucrat, whose wealth and status were evident from the abundance of beautifully carved 
screen doors, cornices, beams and lintels in stone 
and wood.  Next came Xikou (溪口) village where 
we lunched in a tea merchant’s three-storey manor 
converted into a stunning boutique hotel by Jason 
Zhang, who had given up an IT career in Shenzhen. 
(The inn’s poetic Chinese name lost in translation 
as “Go Home Hotel”!) A sunny stroll across 
farmland brought us to Sixi Yancun (思溪延村), 
entered via a 600-year-old covered bridge on which 
locals played cards and watched the tourists go by. 
Despite much new housing construction in the 
narrow alleys, many buildings remain from Qing 

times—the most impressive being the “Long Life Flower Hall,” its wooden front doors decorated with 96 
different forms of “shou” 壽 (longevity) and delicate carvings of symbolic flowers, fruit and faceless 
figures, their features having been hacked off during the Cultural Revolution. A 3-hour drive southeast to 
Sanqingshan (三清山 ) , our careful driver negotiating multiple hairpin turns after nightfall, took us to yet 
another deluxe abode halfway up mountains sacred to Taoism 
 
 

   
 
Day 6 provided cloudless skies for our assault on Sanqingshan, another Unesco World Heritage site. A 
breathtaking cable-car ride swept us towards soaring, pine-studded peaks straight out of an ink-brush 
painting. Then 12 of the group toiled up 800 steps while one was carried up the last 500 in a sedan chair 
by porters who fully deserved their tip! Worth the slog: at the top was a spectacular walkway curving 
around deep ravines and granite peaks weathered into weird shapes with wondrous names like “Old 
Taoist worshipping the moon” and “Guanyin delivering children.”  We did a 5-km, 3-hour trek, 1600m 
above sea level, along the (once-undersea) “west coast” and “sunshine coast” routes, views of twisted 
pines and hazy mountain ranges in every direction. After a quick lunch we descended the mountain and 
by 3pm were on the new highway to Nanchang, arriving four hours later.    
  
On Day 7, road closures caused by construction of Nanchang’s subway didn’t divert us from the August 
1st Uprising Memorial museum glorifying the 1927 Nanchang insurrection that ignited the armed struggle 
and created the People’s Liberation Army. Attractive guides in army uniform took us through the heroic 
narrative of infallible leaders, resolute soldiers, joyful peasants, the eternal Spirit of August 1st, etc, and a 
former hotel where communist leaders planned the revolt.  
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Then it was back to feudal times at Tengwang Ge 
(滕王閣), one of China’s “four great towers”, 
erected in 653 and made famous by a Tang poet. 
The nine-storey pavilion, since rebuilt in concrete, 
was swarming with schoolchildren who flocked to 
join our group photo. Its higher floors gave views of 
Nanchang’s rising skyline that included Asia’s 
largest ferris wheel. In the afternoon we visited the 
house and galleries of Nanchang-born (c.1625) Bada 
Shanren, a Ming scion who protested against Qing 
conquerors through spare but powerful paintings of 
glowering birds, deer, flowers and landscapes, now 
worth gazillions of rmb. Our lavish final banquet 
was graced by 84-year-old Professor Huang Hao 

who led the conservation of the Ming and Qing houses we saw in Jingdezhen. He told us President Xi 
had ordered 1,500 old villages, like those we’d seen, to be conserved with funding of 3 million yuan per 
village.  RASHKB president Mike Broom presented Rocky Dang, our wonderful tour director, with a 
camphorwood laughing Buddha to thank him for making the trip such a success.  
 
But the biggest wow factor was yet to come: A splendidly illuminated Tengwang Ge and a light show 
flashing across Nanchang’s river-front skyscrapers in a neon canvas more dazzling than Hong Kong’s 
Symphony of Lights.  
 

                                    
 
Leaving our last swanky hotel on Day 8, we were driven through the vast construction site of Nanchang’s 
gigantic developments to its enormous new railway station to board a high-speed train to Shenzhen. Five 
hours later we trundled our china-laden luggage through the Shenzhen Bay border crossing into Hong 
Kong. 
 
Thanks to Mike Broom for the idea, Rocky Dang (whose magic suitcase produced marmalade, lemon 
curd, coffee and endless snacks), Peter Stuckey who earlier recced the destinations with Rocky and 
compiled a highly informative handout, and Chris Hall for hosting a post-trip gathering in his mini-
Hermitage.  
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On Defiance: An Iconoclastic Ink Painter in 19th Century Guangdong 
Tuesday ● 4 November 

written by Juan J. Morales 
 
Prof. Yeewan Koon, the author of A Defiant Brush: Su Renshan and 
the Politics of Painting in Early 19th-Century Guangdong, made 
sense of many complex and far-reaching issues. Focusing on this 
eccentric painter, she illuminated the social, political and cultural life 
of Guangdong at a crucial time. 
 
Su Renshan (1814-c.1850) was born into a scholarly family in 
Shunde, a prosperous prefecture in the Pearl River Delta where clans 
and family lineage were paramount. Having failed the official 
examinations twice, he turned his back on the expected path, refused 
to settle in Canton and remained in Shunde, at times retreating to 
neighbouring Guangxi. Highly educated, in command of the rich 
historic and esthetic conventions of Chinese culture, Su used his 
paintings and inscriptions to defy this legacy. Eventually denounced 
by his father for filial impiety, he died in prison.   
 
Canton was then the only port opened to international trade and, 
although restricted and highly regulated, some signs of cultural 
exchanges began to emerge. In paintings there would converge many styles and influences. Prof. Koon 
showed a set of images depicting street life for the export market by Pu Qua side by side with an album 
of street characters by Su Liupeng in the Chinese style, both artists portraying similar subject matter but 
for different markets. Likewise, a detailed woodblock print by Zhang Bao describes busy port activity, 
scenes also sought after by foreigners in China Trade paintings. 
 
Guangdong’s elite was starting to assert its own scholarly and literary identity to rival Beijing and 
Jiangnan. Even affluent émigrés, like Pan Shicheng, a salt merchant coming from Fujian, knew that one 
way to get ahead in networking was through cultural patronizing and collecting art. Shitao (1642-1707) 
became the rallying figure around whom the artists would recognize themselves ─ Li Jian (1747-1799) 
and Xie Lansheng (1760-1831) being central in this endeavor. Considered the father of modern Chinese 
painting today, the Cantonese were the first to “discover” Shitao, mainly for being a loyalist and 
individualistic, so marginal to the canon. Besides, certain themes relevant to a Cantonese audience, such 
as the cotton tree with its red flower, or the lychee, were imbued with a new symbolic meaning. A true 
Cantonese canon was born. 
 
The outbreak of the Opium War and the tensions it brought about unsettled the social and political 
foundations of Guangdong and anti-foreign sentiment resulted in revolt against Manchu officials for their 
inadequate response to the situation. Chinese paintings do not reflect scenes of violence but this is only 
alluded to by extraordinarily complex references codified from the past in specific subject matter.  
 
Out of this context, Su Renshan would be unique in expressing dissent in a variety of styles and topics. 
Skilled at landscape, in one of his typically large-size scrolls he inverted the usual composition and the 
sense of distance by placing the bigger mass at the top and the lighter at the bottom of the painting, 
turning the weight of the mountain upside down. Sometimes his style is print-like, resembling printed 
books in a graphic style that always looks modern, avant-garde. In his figure paintings he would criticize 
the social structures based on clan power and kinship by making use of religious and popular festivals. In 
Immortals of the City of Five Rams, which alludes to the foundational legend of Guangdong, Su painted 
six figures instead, one of them a woman, maybe a goddess, the first time this was represented but also 
unusual because one is turning his back to the viewer. In another painting is Confucius who appears 
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showing his back, an irreverence which is exacerbated in the inscription with an indictment against the 
sage. 
 
In A Celebration of Myriad Birds, describing a chaotic scene of crisscrossing swallows and other birds, 
an eagle ─ usually representing the emperor ─ is depicted here looking down, despondent; the swallows 
supposed to be the people. Full of connotations, the painting’s title plays on a pun, for it may mean 
“play”, but also “impending disaster”. 
 
Su Renshan excelled as a writer too, giving to his inscriptions a heightened relevance in substance and 
form. Sometimes his calligraphy resembles graffiti or runs across the scroll in strange fashion. Su goes 
far in his defiance, not only criticizing those who do not distinguish right from wrong and mediocre 
artists, but taking particular virulence against Confucius, “who preaches filial piety but who left his 
family”, “Confucius poisons the people”, he says. Through his last painting Su Renshan condemns the 
Confucian establishment as hypocritical and a source of social ills, and he defends the world of women, 
traditionally relegated under that system, but for him the preservers of intelligence and moral values. 

 
 

Of General Interest 
 
 

EXHIBITION 
 

Modern China’s Crucible for Military Talent 
 

The Movement for the Protection of the Constitution and Chen Jiongming’s rebellion prompted Dr 
Sun Yat-sen to realise the importance of building a military academy of the Chinese Nationalist Party 
so as to establish a regular army. China’s first modern military school, the Army Officers’ Academy, 
was set up in 1924 on Changzhou Island of Huangpu district in Guangzhou. It was also known as the 
‘Whampoa Military Academy’.  
 
2014 marks the 90th year of the founding of the Academy and the LCSD and Guangdong Museum of 
Revolutionary History have combined to stage this exhibition showcasing 62 sets of relics and 
historical images to revisit the history of the Academy and its contribution to modern Chinese history. 
 
The exhibition closes on Wednesday, 14 January 2015 
 
Sun Yat-sen Museum, 7 Castle Road, Mid-Levels, Central 
http://hk.drsunyatsen.museum 

 Chiang Kai-shek (front row 3rd from right) 
and outstanding graduates, 1925 

Main entrance of the Central Army Officers’ Academy 

http://hk.drsunyatsen.museum/
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 MA in Chinese Studies 2015-16  
 

The Master of Arts in Chinese Studies at the Chinese University of Hong Kong is a flexible one-year 
programme taught and examined in English and designed to accommodate a wide range of interests 
and needs for graduate training in Chinese Studies. 
 
Online applications available at < www.cuhk.edu.hl/gss. Priority given to applications completed by 
13 April 2015.  
Enquires: Tel.: 3943 4392 or www.cuhk.edu.hk/css 

 
 

****** 
 

RAS Publications – St John’s Cathedral Shop 
 
 
Arrangements have been made with St John’s Cathedral 
Bookshop for copies of RAS Journals Vols. 50 – 53 and the 
book Hong Kong Going, Gone to be sold through the shop.  
It is hoped Members will actively support this facility, and 
encourage others to purchase Society publications from the 
Bookshop.     

     

 
 

****** 
 

2015 Membership Renewals 
 
Members are reminded that renewals are due on 1 January 2015 and, for this purpose, a renewal form 
is available at the back of this issue. If you currently pay by cheque and would prefer the convenience 
of paying by Direct Debit, please contact the Administrator for a Direct Debit Authorisation form on 
membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk.  Those of you who pay by Standing Order are requested to 
please ensure that the Order is for the appropriate amount. 
 

Annual 
Hong Kong Resident - Individual / Institutional  HK$700 

Hong Kong Resident - Joint / Family HK$1,000 

Hong Kong Resident – Student* HK$50 

* in full time education – please enclose a photocopy of your student ID. 

Life 
Life – Single HK$9,800 

Life – Joint HK$13,000 

Overseas 
Overseas - Annual HK$420 

Overseas - Life HK$5,800 
 

http://www.cuhk.edu.hl/gss
mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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LIBRARY DONATIONS 

 
The following items have been received for the RAS library, our thanks goes to Robert Nield making 
these donations:- 
 
From Robert Nield 
 
� Mah, Adeline Yen. Falling leaves return to their roots: the true story of an unwanted Chinese 

daughter. London : Penguin, 1997. 
� Wong, Jan. Red China blues: from Mao to now. New York : Bantam Books, 1997. 
� Liang, Heng and Judith Shapiro. Son of the Revolution. London : Fontana/Collins, 1984. 
� Pan, Lynn. Tracing it home : journeys around a Chinese family. London : Secker & Warburg, 1992. 
� Thubron, Colin. Behind the wall : a journey through China. London : Penguin, 1992.  
� Ye, Tingxing. A leaf in the bitter wind : a memoir. New York : Doubleday, 1998. 
� Sun, Shuyun. Ten thousand miles without a cloud. London : HarperCollins Publishers, 2004. 
� Ganse, Shirley H. Chinese porcelain : an export to the world. Hong Kong : Joint Publishing (H.K.) 

Co. Ltd., 2008. 
� Sleeman, John H. White China. Sydney : Sleeman J.H., 1933. 
� Canton Advertising and Commission Agency. Canton : its port, industries and trade. Taipei : Ch'eng 

Wen Publ. Co., 1971. 
� Giles, Herbert Allen. Chinese sketches. Charleston, S.C. : Bibliobazaar, 2010. 
� Milton, Giles. Nathaniel's nutmeg : how one man's courage changed the course of history. London : 

Hodder & Stoughton, 1999. 
� Arnold, Doris. Missy's China : letters from Hangchow, 1934-1937. Shanghai : Old China Hand 

Press, 2008. 
� Angulo, Diana Hutchins. Peking sun, Shanghai moon : images from a past era : a China memoir. 

Hong Kong : Old China Hand Press, 2008. 
� So, May-ling. Hong Kong plant diseases. Hong Kong : Urban Council, 1991. 
� Lawrence, Anthony. The fragrant Chinese. Hong Kong : Chinese University Press, 1993. 
� Way, Denis M. Fire horse. London : W.H. Allen, 1989. 
� Edwards, Jack. Banzai, you bastards. Hong Kong : Corporate Communications, 1984. 

 
 

****** 
 
 

Advertising 
 
In an effort to defray newsletter costs, we are accepting ads that would be of interest to RAS members 
and related to the objects of the Society. Would you like to advertise a business or a service you can 
provide, or do you know someone who might be interested? Our rates are very reasonable: 
 

Full Page HK$1,150 2/3 Page HK$850 

1/2 Page HK$725 1/3 Page HK$450 

Classified First 10 words HK$70, each additional word HK$2.50 

 

For booking advertising space, please email membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

mailto:info@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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Journals Price HK$ Qty Order 
Vols.. 1 – 48 $50.00 each .….. …….. 
Vols. 49 – 54 $200.00 each ….... …….. 

 
Books 
Hong Kong Going and Gone $120.00 …... …….. 
A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street $300.00 …… …….. 
 
P&P within HK Overseas (surface) 
A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street $30.00 $125.00 
Full set of Journals $250.00 price on request 
All other volumes (per volume) $20.00 $50.00 
 
 

                             
TOTAL HKS ______________ 
 
Please send the order & cheque, payable to Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch, to RASKB, GPO Box 
3864, Hong Kong. We accept US$ or GBP cheques at exchange rates of US$1=HK$7 / GBP1=HK$12, but 
please also add US$14 / GBP8 to cover the bank charges incurred in clearing each cheque. 
 
 
ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY HONG KONG STUDIES SERIES 
Ancestral Images $260.00 ………. 
Cantonese Society in HK and Singapore $260.00 ………. 
The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (hardback) $190.00 ………. 
The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (paperback) $120.00 ………. 
Early China Coast Meteorology $220.00 ………. 
East River Column: Hong Kong Guerrillas in the Second World War and After $190.00 ………. 
East River Column (Chinese edition) $110.00 ………. 
Escape from Hong Kong $220.00 ………. 
For Gods, Ghosts and Ancestors: the Chinese Tradition of Paper Offerings $150.00 ………. 
Forgotten Souls $300.00 ………. 
Hong Kong Internment, 1942-1945: Life in the Japanese Civilian Camp at Stanley $190.00 ………. 
Public Success, Private sorrow: The Life & Times of Charles Henry Brewitt Taylor $190.00 ………. 
Reluctant Heroes: Rickshaw Pullers in Hong Kong and Canton, 1874-1954 $190.00 ………. 
Resist to the End: Hong Kong, 1941-1945 $190.00 ………. 
The Six-Day War of 1899: Hong Kong in the Age of Imperialism $190.00 ………. 
Southern District Officer Reports $210.00 ………. 
Watching over Hong Kong: Private Policing 1841-1941 $190.00 ………. 
 
P&P:   within Hong Kong  -  $20    Overseas (surface)  -  $50 
 
For RAS Hong Kong Study Series orders, please send your order with cheque, payable to The University 
of Hong Kong, to Hong Kong University Press, 14/F Hing Wai Centre, 7 Tin Way Praya Road, 
Aberdeen, Hong Kong. 
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Council Members Contact Details 
 

Position Name Phone Fax E-mail 

President Mr Michael Broom 2719 4974 2719 4958 president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Vice-President Dr Gillian Bickley 2259 3456   2688 0546  g.bickley@proversepublishing.com 

Immediate Past 
President  

Mr Christopher Young 6388 5155   clbyoung@gmail.com 

Past President Mr Robert Nield  2540 0722   2335 5470  hiflyer@netvigator.com 

Past President Dr Dan Waters 2858 1858   2576 6472  benefit@netvigator.com 

Past President  Dr Patrick Hase 2658 6529   2658 5400  phhase@hku.hk 

Hon. Secretary Mr David McKellar 2843 2493   2103 5996  mckellar@graduate.hku.hk 

Hon. Treasurer Ms Connie Carmichael 2994 2488    treasurer@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Hon. Librarian Ms Edith Chan 2241 5624   2857 2048  librarian@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Hon. Editor Dr Stephen Davies 3917 5034  stephen.davies79@gmail.com 

Hon. Activities 
Coordinator 

Mr Michael Broom 2719 4974 2719 4958 stgeorge_hk.yahoo.co.uk 

Hon. Archivist Ms Stacy Gould   2859 7953   2517 8647  sbgould@hkucc.hku.hk 

Council Member Ms Davina Lee 9196 5934  dioramaprojects@gmail.com 

Council Member Ms Moody Tang 2813 2322   2813 8033  website@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Council Member Dr Helen Tinsley 9034 2241  fulttins@netvigator.com 

Council Member Mr Maurice J Chan 2877 1833 2596 0845 emailmjc@netvigator.com 

Council Member Mr Donald Gasper 2858 6601  d_gasper@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

 
Other Useful Contacts / Links 

Position Name   E-mail 

Administrator 

(Part-time) 

Miss Liz Hamerton 6590 7523  membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

 
web address:  www.royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 
facebook:  http://www.facebook.com/RoyalAsiaticSocietyHongKongBranch 
twitter: RASHK 1959 

mailto:hiflyer@netvigator.com
mailto:hiflyer@netvigator.com
mailto:info@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
http://www.royalasiaticsociety.org.hk/
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ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY HONG KONG BRANCH 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2015 
 
 
Name/s …………………………………………………………………………………..……………… 
 
Address
 ……………………………………………………………………………………...................... 
 
 
 ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
 ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Tel Home …………………………  Tel Office ……………………… Mobile ……………………… 
 
Email ………………………………………………………………………………………………..…. 
 
 
Single HK$700                       Joint    HK$1,000                                Overseas HK$420 
 
 
Life       HK$9,800                  Joint Life    HK$13,000                           Student*  HK$50 
 
*Full-time students only – please attach a copy of valid student ID 

Cheques should be made out to ‘Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch’. Overseas members 
may pay by US/UK cheque at an exchange rate of : US$1=HK$7 / GBP1=HK$12 but please also 
add US$14 / GBP8 to cover the bank charges incurred in clearing each cheque. US or GB 
cheques should therefore be made out for a total of US$74 or GBP43. 
 
If you would like to pay by Direct Debit, a form can be downloaded from the Membership Section of 
the Society’s website: www.royalasiaticsociety.org.hk  [Please leave the Debtor’s Reference blank]   
 
Signed ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Date ………………………………………… 
 
Please return to: The Administrator  
 Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch 
 G P O Box 3864 
 Hong Kong 

http://www.royalasiaticsociety.org.hk/

