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President’s Message 
 

I hope all members of the Society have enjoyed a joyful Christmas and 

New Year festive season, whether in Hong Kong or overseas. I would 

also like to send our greetings to the Chairman and members of the 

‘Friends of the RAS Hong Kong Branch in the United Kingdom and to 

all branches of the Royal Asiatic Society in the UK and abroad. 

 

2015 was marked by some notable celebrations and anniversaries. 

Walking across the boundary crossing at Lowu recently my attention was 

caught by a banner congratulating Shenzhen on its 35th anniversary 

(1980-2015) as a Special Economic Zone in China. It is amazing to 

reflect on the development of this once insignificant fishing village, 

which I first saw looking across the Lowu railway bridge in 1978, when 

my PTU platoon were performing crowd control duties during the Lunar New Year. Today Shenzhen 

has become a modern Metropolis and one of China’s powerhouses. I hope our activities programme will 

continue to include more visits to Guangdong Province and the Pearl River Delta, (PRD), including the 

Shenzhen and Zhuhai SEZ’s. 

 

Nearer home the Hong Kong Museum of History (HKMH) celebrated its 40
th

 anniversary. I wonder 

how many members can remember the time when the City Museum and Art Gallery began in 1962 

under the auspices of the then Urban Council? My earliest recollection was visiting the museum when it 

was housed in a small gallery in Star House, Tsim Sha Tsui. In 1975 the two museums split, to go their 

separate ways, and the Museum of History moved to Kowloon Park, pending new premises in its current 

home at 100, Chatham Road. I am pleased to say that your Society has a good rapport with the Museum, 

notably in the provision of curator guided tours of special exhibitions. In September we visited the 

HKMH to see the Rise of the Celestial Kingdom and more recently Dr Helen Tinsley and I attended the 

opening ceremony of the latest special exhibition The Radiant Ming 1368-1644. This exhibition will be 

mounted until 11 April 2016. In response to member’s enquiries I can confirm that the Society has been 

invited to visit this exhibition, which is being presented in collaboration with the Min Chiu Society. A 

date in March is now being considered. On behalf of the RASHK I would like to extend our best wishes 

and appreciation to Ms Belinda Wong Sau-lan, Director of the Hong Kong Museum of History, and all 

her staff for their support to our Society and wish them success in the future. The Museum has an 

excellent website which can be viewed at www.hk.history.museum. Members may be interested to 

know that as part of the Government’s ‘Appreciate Hong Kong Campaign’ entrance to LCSD museums 

in January will be free admission. 

 

In November and December customary services of remembrance were held on Remembrance Sunday in 

Central, while the Canadian Commemorative Ceremony was held at the Commonwealth War Graves 

Cemetery in Sai Wan Ho on Sunday 6
th

 December (see photos). Several members of the RASHK 

attended these ceremonies or took part in them. Various groups from overseas came to Hong Kong to 

share in paying homage to the many service personnel and civilians who gave their lives during the 

conflict. One such group was the Hong Kong Veterans Association from Canada, including 93 year old 

Mr Ralph McNeill who in December 1941 was a soldier in the Royal Rifles of Canada, one of two 

regiments sent to reinforce the Hong Kong garrison prior to the Japanese invasion. Mr McNeill spoke 

modestly yet movingly of his experience during the Battle of Hong Kong and what it meant to him 

personally to return to Hong Kong and see how the territory has developed. With assistance from the 

Canadian Consulate General our Society was able to play a small part in the programme for this group. 

On the 4
th

 December 2015 some twenty-three members, led by Mr Mike Babin, attended the talk held at 

the CVA given by Dr David Macri entitled Hong Kong – Fulcrum of the Sino-Japanese War. Mr 

Babin’s letter is reproduced later in this edition for member’s information. The evening was marked by 

http://www.hk.history.museum/
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a full-house attendance and we were honoured by the attendance of Ms Shalini Anand, Canadian Consul 

and Ms Marion Braid, Vice Consul representing Mr Ian Burchett, Consul General for Canada. 

 

To complete the list of birthdays and anniversaries I would like to mention one very special birthday 

which was celebrated on 28
th

 November 2015 when our oldest member, Dr Dan Waters celebrated his 

95
th

 birthday. The occasion was marked by a small private breakfast at which Dan and his wife Vera 

were the guests of honour. Dan’s interest and support of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong require 

no explanation from me but it gives me great pleasure on behalf of all RASHK members here and 

overseas to extend to Dan our warmest good wishes on the occasion of his birthday and to wish him 

continued health and happiness in the coming year. (see photos) 

 

Our new Administrator, Ms Ivy Ho has completed her first month and is settling into her new role. With 

the beginning of a new year now upon us I would like all members to give the Administrator your 

personal support and ensure that the payment of your annual subscriptions are paid promptly and 

without delay. Please do check the method by which your bank pays your subscription and ensure that 

you allow the bank to deduct the appropriate amount. Please also note the date of the Annual General 

Meeting, which will be held on Friday, 22
nd

 April 2016 at the Hong Kong Club. Further details will be 

circulated by the Hon Secretary in due course. 

 

I would like to think that the past year has been another good one for the RASHK that has offered 

members a full and varied programme. No matter what your particular interest is, whether it be talks, 

visits or the RAS Journal the Society aims to offer a varied programme which makes your membership 

worthwhile. If you have any suggestions or comments on the Society and what you would like to see it 

do please do tell me or any member of the Council or Activities Committee, we are here to listen. 

 

With the approach of the Chinese Lunar New Year I would like to conclude by wishing all members a 

Happy and Prosperous Year of the Monkey and good fortune for 2016. 

 

 

Michael Broom 

President 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front cover picture: ‘Gibbons at play’, 1427 painting by Xuande Emperor, Ming Dynasty 
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LECTURE 

 

The Miraculous History of China’s Palace Museums 
 

Friday • 15
th

 January 2016 

 

“The treasures in the palace are the pearls of thousands of years of our 

culture. If a country is lost, it can be rebuilt. If its culture is lost, there is no 

hope of rebuilding the country.”   

- Na Chi-liang, who worked in the Palace Museum from 1925-1974 

 

On 10
th

 October, 1925, the Palace Museum opened its doors in what had 

been the Forbidden City in the centre of Beijing. It exhibited the treasures 

and art works of the Imperial family; tens of thousands flocked to see them. 

It was a first time in China’s history and a result of the advice of 

intellectuals of the time, who did not want to see the treasures fall into the 

hands of warlords or politicians. Later, like a miracle, the Palace Museum 

lived through the most turbulent period of China’s modern history. During 

the war with Japan and the civil war, the pieces were moved many times, 

over thousands of kilometres – but none was damaged or stolen. Nor were 

they destroyed by fire, damp or insects. Finally, a portion of them arrived safely in Taiwan. During the 

Cultural Revolution, fortunately, Premier Zhou Enlai ordered the closure of the museum, to prevent 

their destruction by Red Guards. Today there are two Palace Museums, one in Beijing and the National 

Palace Museum in Taipei, which are continually adding to their collections and sending exhibitions 

abroad. This allows people all over the world to marvel at the beauty of Chinese art. 

 

“The Miraculous History of China’s two Palace Museums” describes this extraordinary and dramatic 

story of the 20th century. The author uses official materials from the two museums and interviewed their 

directors. It is a compelling story. 

 

The Speaker 

Mr Mark O’Neill was born in 1950 in Britain. He was educated at Marlborough 

College and New College, Oxford where he graduated with a degree in English 

Language and Literature. He worked in Washington DC, Manchester and Belfast 

before moving to Hong Kong in 1978. He has lived in Asia since then, working in 

Hong Kong, Taiwan, India, China and Japan for Reuters News Agency and the South 

China Morning Post. He now lives in Hong Kong and works as a journalist, writer 

and university lecturer. He speaks French, Mandarin, Cantonese and Japanese.  

 

 

Programme 

Speaker: Mr Mark O’Neill 

Date: Friday, 15
th

 January 2016 

Venue:  Auditorium, L4, Centre for Visual Arts, 7A Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels 

Times: 6:30 pm Reception opens, 7.00 pm Lecture starts 

Admission: RAS Members $100; Non-Members / Guests $150 

Booking: Please email in advance to president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk to reserve your 

place, and pay at the door 

****** 
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LECTURE 

 

All About Arthur: the Man who Raised the Union Jack  
on the Peak in 1945 

 
Thursday • 25

th
 February 2016 

 

Published literature on the years of Hong Kong’s occupation has largely 

been about life in the Sham Shui Po POW and the Stanley civilian 

internment camps.  Ron Taylor will tell the story of how Arthur May stayed 

out of internment until the final year of the occupation, and his experiences 

with the Indian troops who had been forced to work for the Japanese. He 

will explain how this cooperation and intelligence gathering on the 

Japanese defences continued during Arthur’s internment in the Ma Tau Wai 

internment camp.    

 

 

 

 

 

 
 (Photo courtesy of R. D. Taylor) 

The Speaker 

 

Ron Taylor is the Honorary President of the RHKR Association having 

served in the regiment for 20 years up to its disbandment in 1995 and as the 

Association’s chairman for 15 of the subsequent years.  His military 

involvement spurred his interest in the Battle for Hong Kong and the 

subsequent period of occupation.  

 

Soon after arriving in Hong Kong in 1975 as an engineer, Ron met Arthur 

May and his wife Louise and thus developed a lasting friendship. After 

Arthur’s death in 2000, Ron’s wife became Louise’s legal guardian and this 

ultimately led to a request to clear Arthur and Louise’s flat.  Arthur was not 

one for throwing away anything and, amongst his belongings; there were 

many notes and records of his time during the Japanese occupation, much of which related to untold 

incidents. These formed the basis of the book, The Arthur May Story, Hong Kong 1941-45.  

 

Programme 

Speaker:  Maj. Ron Taylor, MBE, ED  

Date: Thursday, 25
th

 February 2016 

Time: 6:30pm Reception opens, 7.00 pm Lecture starts 

Venue:  RHKR Association Clubhouse, 9
th

 Floor, Members Grand Stand, Happy Valley Race 

Course 

Admission: Free admissions for RAS Members; Non-Members/ Guests HKD150 

Booking: Please email in advance to president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk to reserve your 

place, and pay at the door 

 

****** 
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LECTURE 

 

A Manila Diary: Life and Death in Occupied Manila, 1941 - 1945 
 

Friday • 11
th

 March 2016 

 

“Monday, 9
th

 November, 1942 

 

When the voice of Juan de la Cruz suddenly went of air a few weeks ago, we did not know whether those 

who were conducting the broadcast had been arrested or decided the chase was getting too hot. Today’s 

newspaper however announces that the operators of this station, twenty men have been captured, court-

martialled and executed”                   

 

Marcial Primitivo Lichauco was the son of a leading Filipino independence leader. He was born in 1902 

in the Binondo District of Manila and during the Philippine Commonwealth period went to the United 

States where he studied law at Harvard. In 1926 he gained the distinction of being the first Filipino to 

graduate from Harvard University. Returning to the Philippines Lichauco was employed as the secretary 

to two important missions who travelled to Washington DC to lobby the Congress for Philippine 

independence. 

 

On the 8
th

 December, 1942 Lichauco’s life and career were to be abruptly 

changed following the Japanese attack on the US Pacific Fleet at Pearl 

Harbour in Hawaii. Simultaneously the Japanese Imperial Army launched 

co-ordinated invasions of Malaya and Hong Kong while in the Philippines 

the Japanese 14
th

 Army landed in Northern Luzon. In four months the main 

island of Luzon was overrun forcing the remnants of the US and Philippine 

Forces to make a final stand in the Bataan peninsula. Bataan fell on the 9
th

 

April and one month later the island fortress of Corregidor, guarding the 

entrance to Manila Bay surrendered. For tens of thousands of prisoners-of-

war and Filipino civilians Japanese victory meant enduring more than three 

years of suffering under a brutal occupation. Varying estimates give the 

number of deaths between 500,000 and 1,000,000 and the city of Manila was 

utterly devastated. 

 

Throughout this period Marcial Lichauco kept a diary recording his experiences and those of his family 

and friends at the hands of the Japanese invaders, including some who had been imprisoned or had 

survived the notorious ‘Bataan Death March’. Lichauco’s wartime diary has now been edited by his 

daughter Mrs Cornelia (Nelly) Lichauco Fung who has kindly agreed to speak to the Society about her 

father’s experiences during the Japanese occupation. 

 

The Speaker   

Cornelia (Nelly) Lichauco Fung was born in the Philippines and was 

educated at Maryknoll before proceeding to the Convent of the Sacred 

Heart, Kent, England for pre-university studies. She graduated with a 

degree in History from Wellesley College, Massachusetts, USA and 

pursued post-graduate studies in the School of Education at London 

University. She lives in Hong Kong with her husband Kenneth Fung and 

has been active in community work with the HK Arts Festival, the HK 

Philharmonic Orchestra and the Society for Hospice Care. She was a  
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Founder and Board Member of the Chinese International School and the ISF Academy. She is also the 

author of Beneath the Banyan Tree describing her family chronicles. 

 

Programme 

 

Speaker:  Mrs Cornelia (Nelly) Lichauco Fung 

Date: Friday, 11
th

 March 2016 

Time: 6:30pm Reception opens, 7.00 pm Lecture starts 

Venue:   Garden Room, The Helena May, 35 Garden Road, Central, Hong Kong 

Admission: RAS Members $100; Non-Members / Guests $150 

Booking: Please email in advance to membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk to reserve your 

place, and pay at the door 

 

****** 
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LOCAL VISIT 

 

The Radiant Ming 1368 – 1644 Exhibition 
 

Saturday • 5th March 2016 

 

The RASHK will be organizing a curator guided tour in March 2016 to 

view “The Radiant Ming 1368 – 1644” exhibition at the Hong Kong 

Museum of History, 100 Chatham Road South, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon. 

 

“Ming dynasty saw the peak of traditional cultural development as well as 

the gradual sprouting of new culture. Its productivity surpassed that of 

Song and Yuan times, and commodity economy enjoyed unprecedented 

prosperity, pushing the progress of folk culture and the standard of artistic 

creation to new heights. The frequent communications between Ming 

China and foreign countries brought about the import of foreign culture, 

unfolding a brand new scenario in the social development of the time.” 

 – Hong Kong Museum of History 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Objects from the Ming Dynasty 

 

 

 

Coordinator:   Helen Tinsley 

Date:   Saturday, 5
th

 March 2016 

Time:   Assemble 10:00 a.m. 

   Tour begins 10:15 a.m. 

   Tour ends 11:45 a.m. 

Venue:    Hong Kong Museum of History, 100 Chatham Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, 

Kowloon 

Admission:   Free-of-charge for RASHK members 

Booking:   Please email your reservation to fulttins@netvigator.com 

 

****** 
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AGM 

 

RAS 56th Annual General Meeting & Cocktail Party 
 

Friday • 22
nd

 April 2016 

 

Please make a note in your diaries that the 56
th

 Annual General 

Meeting will be held in the Hong Kong Club in the evening of Friday, 

22
nd

 April 2016. We experimented last year with a change of format, 

dispensing with a formal sit-down dinner in favour of a more casual 

cocktail party with canapés. This arrangement enabled members and 

guests to mix and mingle much more freely, and was well received. 

Accordingly, we will adopt the same style this year. 

 

Full details will appear in the March Newsletter. 

 

 

****** 

  

 

Any member who would be willing to write a review of an RAS activity for the Newsletter 

should please contact Mr Michael Broom, Hon Activities Co-ordinator, either by email on 

stgeorge_hk@yahoo.co.uk or by telephone on 2719 4958 

 
 
 

 
Advertising 
 
In an effort to defray newsletter costs, we are accepting advertisements that would be of interest to RAS 

members and related to the objects of the Society. Would you like to advertise a business or a service 

you can provide, or do you know someone who might be interested? Our rates are very reasonable: 

 

 

Full Page HK$1,150 2/3 Page HK$850 

1/2 Page HK$725 1/3 Page HK$450 

Classified First 10 words HK$70, each additional word HK$2.50 

 

To book advertising space, please email: membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

mailto:info@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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Collecting Medals  
 

Wednesday • 28
th

 October 2015 

Written by Stephen Verralls 

 
As part of the ‘double bill’ evening on 28

th
  October with the Hong Kong 

Branch of the Orders and Medals Research Society (OMRS), the OMRS 

introduced Christopher Hill who was passing through Hong Kong  

returning en-route to the UK from Australia. Christopher is renowned in 

the medal world as an excellent speaker with an in-depth knowledge of 

Commonwealth medals and decorations. A medal collector since his 

childhood, Christopher now mixes work with pleasure as the leading 

London numismatic auctioneers Dixon Noonan & Webb’s Client 

Services Director.       

 

 

 

Christopher gave a fascinating and captivating talk on various groups of medals from the “Hill Collection”, 

a collection accumulated by Christopher and his father over many decades. His talk demonstrated the 

unique aspect of Commonwealth medal collecting – researching the man or woman behind the medal(s) – 

made possible by the fact the majority of Commonwealth medals are inscribed with the recipient’s details. 

Another key aspect of keeping a recipient’s group of medals together as well as the satisfaction of reuniting 

spilt groups after many years of separation was also demonstrated during his talk. 

 

Christopher illustrated a unique group of medals to the only Chinese to receive 

the George Medal. This award was made for gallantry in the Falklands War to 

a Hong Kong Chinese Seaman serving on the Royal Fleet Auxiliary Sir 

Galahad. On 8
th

 June, 1982 at Buff Cove the Sir Galahad was attacked by the 

Argentinian Air Force whilst unloading troops from the Welsh Guards killing 

48 on board and wounding many more. The Seaman repeatedly re-entered the 

burning ship to rescue wounded soldiers of the Welsh Guards, many of whom 

were suffering severe burns. 

 

Another emotive group of medals illustrated was that awarded to an African 

Regimental Sergeant Major (RSM) of the King’s African Rifles which 

spanned service of several decades. Being born and raised in Zambia this particular group was close to 

Christopher’s heart as was evident from his presentation. The group had become split at some time with 

Christopher obtaining the more recently awarded medals. He became aware of the earlier issued medals in 

the hands of another collector and through clever detective work confirmed that both lots of medals were 

indeed one group awarded to the RSM. Through further diplomacy Christopher was able to reunite the 

group in his own hands.  

 

There was not a dry eye in the auditorium when Christopher recounted how the old RSM, Juma, still living 

with the regiment years after his retirement lay on his death bed and bid farewell to his old regimental 

comrades surrounding him. 

 

Many thanks to Christopher for an excellent presentation.   
(Photos courtesy Stephen Verrals) 

****** 
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Introducing Lt. Cmdr. Henry C.S. Collingwood-Selby, RN (1898-1992) 
 

Friday • 13
th

 November 2015 

Written by Helen Tinsley 

 
It was a chance encounter in Scotland in 2008, when Gillian and 

Verner  Bickley were attending a  World Members’ Conference 

of the  English Speaking Union, which  initiated a trail of 

investigation, documentation and ultimately the publication of a 

book ‘In Time of  War’ co-edited by Dr Gillian Bickley. This 

meeting and subsequent research led to putting on record the 

history of Harry Selby’s life in Hong Kong both before and 

during his imprisonment during World War 2.  At the conference 

dinner they were seated next to Richard, Harry Selby’s son, now 

based in Chile. He mentioned that his father had been a prisoner 

of war in Hong Kong and with some prompting secured from a 

cousin his father’s trunk which had been left unopened since his 

father’s death in 1992. He found a treasure trove of Harry’s hand 

written diaries, photos, essays and letters to and from his family 

during the time he was in Hong Kong.                               (Photo courtesy Helen Tinsley) 

 

At the RAS lecture held on 13
th

 November, Gillian and Verner Bickley with words and pictures from 

Harry’s diaries and records, guided us carefully us through this story of his life here. He had been serving 

in the Naval Reserve and in the Chinese Maritime Customs Service for 16 years when he was sent to Hong 

Kong for active service in October 1939. Using verbatim quotes from the diaries, we traced details of his 

life in Hong Kong before its captured by Japanese in 1941 - the social events, club life, the movies seen, 

concerts attended along with his teacher girlfriend of the time, Daisy and his appreciation of the beautiful 

local countryside. There was also a period of several months’ duty in Singapore. 

 

Progress of the war in Europe was carefully followed, as well as information about Hong Kong’s own 

preparations -- lectures on decontamination, hospital training, blackouts, and the arrival of Canadian troops 

were all recorded as was the outbreak of war with Japan in December 1941. First-hand details of 

subsequent fighting in Hong Kong were recorded. He was commander of a mine-layer HMS Redstart 

which came under bombing attack and which he was ordered to scuttle on 19
th

 December near Aberdeen, 

before joining the doomed land Battle for Hong Kong. 

 

Perhaps a bullet deflection by his walking stick saved his life, but on 21
st
 December he was wounded on 

Shouson Hill and required care in several local hospitals before being interned in a series of prison camps. 

Again prosaic details of life as a POW in Hong Kong were vividly recorded in his diaries as well as his 

internal reflections. Illness, food,  money and rumours were all significant issues, but on a practical level he 

also took pleasure in making things to improve life in the camps, and  sleeping outside under the stars.  It 

reflects a man of determination, stamina and survival. 

 

After the close of war with Japan in 1945, Harry was repatriated by sea to England and met up with the 

wife and sons whom he had not seen for nearly 9 years. One treasured document was a formal letter of 

welcome and thanks from King George VI. Harry left the Royal Navy in March 1946. Up until the  
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discovery of these historical records, Harry’s son Richard knew virtually nothing about his father’s Hong 

Kong story and described them as a ‘wonderful window onto his father’s life’. 

 

For us too in Hong Kong we have to thank Gillian and Verner Bickley for telling this story and, through 

Gillian’s collaboration with Harry’s son Richard and their joint research, adding to our knowledge of that 

period in Hong Kong’s history. 

 

In Time of War (Proverse Press, 2013) has been donated to the RASHK Library, located at Central Library, 

Causeway Bay, and can be purchased from chineseupress.com 

  

 

****** 

 

 

Hong Kong: Fulcrum of the Sino-Japanese War 
 

Friday • 4
th

 December 2015 

Written by Peter Cunich 

 

Dr David Macri gave a lavishly illustrated and provocative talk 

on the topic of ‘Hong Kong; The Fulcrum of War, 1937-1941’ at 

the Hong Kong Visual Arts Centre on 4
th

 December, 2015. The 

lecture was based on the findings of his 2012 book, Clash of 

Empires in South China: The Allied Nations’ Proxy War with 

Japan, 1935-1941 (University Press of Kansas). Dr Macri 

reassessed the role of Hong Kong in the Sino-Japanese conflict 

and suggested new ways of interpreting the colony’s position 

within the wider international diplomacy of the time. It was a 

particularly appropriate topic for a lecture on the eve of activities 

commemorating the Japanese occupation of Hong Kong in 

December 1941. 

 

Subtitled ‘The Military Significance of Hong Kong 

in Chinese Military Logistics’, Dr Macri’s 

presentation certainly gave his audience a great deal 

of new information upon which to ruminate. He 

suggested that the ‘received wisdom’ on Hong 

Kong’s place in the Second World War has been 

determined largely by British and local historians 

who have failed to consider the Pacific war in its 

proper international context, and who have relied too 

heavily on British archives to tell the story of Hong 

Kong’s fall to the Japanese in 1941. Dr Macri’s 

research took him to American and Canadian 

archives that have allowed him to consider Hong 

Kong’s role in the Sino-Japanese conflict in a more holistic way. Moreover, he used British records from 

the Foreign Office that tell a more nuanced story to that which has been derived from the War Office and 

Colonial Office records usually consulted by other historians. Particularly interesting were his anecdotes  
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about using these previously un-consulted archives, and the serendipity that allowed him to find long 

forgotten but key documents in places where no-one had previously thought to search. 

 

Dr Macri used the arrival of Canadian troops in Hong 

Kong to reinforce the colonial garrison in November 1941 

as a means of examining why Canada had been drawn into 

this area of essentially Asian conflict. He suggested that 

this development did not spring primarily from any 

‘imperial’ imperative dictated by the needs of British 

colonial policy, but rather a more ‘international’ policy 

based on ideas of collective security among the Allies who 

were at war with Hitler. Hong Kong was reinforced against 

Churchill’s existing policy of a maintaining a minimal 

garrison in the colony that could hold off invasion for a few 

months. The Canadians were sent in order to bolster the 

resistance of China against the Japanese aggressor so as to 

prevent the Japanese from invading the Soviet Union and hence threatening the balance of warring powers 

in Europe. Rather than being peripheral to the world conflict, Hong Kong was in fact far closer to the 

central issues of strategic policy among the major Allied powers than has previously been appreciated. 

Rather than simply being a ‘trip-wire for the fall of Singapore’ in 1942, Hong Kong emerged from Dr 

Macri’s analysis as a major logistical hub for the whole of South China from 1937. 

 

Hong Kong’s significant logistical role was illustrated by 

examining the supply lines for the Chinese war machine. 

Hong Kong was the southern terminus for the Hunan-

Guangdong railway over which 700,000 tons of war 

supplies could be transported to Changsha and Hankow 

annually, vastly more than the more famous but 

comparatively less important Burma Road. Even after the 

Japanese took Canton in 1938, more than 70,000 tons of 

war supplies per annum were shipped from Hong Kong to 

central China via river and road to Waichow, and on to 

Kukong, where it joined the railway. Even at this reduced 

capacity, the Hong Kong supply line transported as much as 

the Burma Road after 1938, and became enormously 

important for Chinese resistance after the closure of the Burma Road in 1939. This explains why Hong 

Kong became a target for Japanese aggression in the late 1930s, leading to the Japanese bombing of the 

border area at Lowu, the killing of fishermen in Hong Kong waters, and a low-grade but nevertheless 

dangerous ‘undeclared war’ around the colony. Dr Macri also suggested that the logistical importance of 

Hong Kong to China was one of the reasons that China was prepared to ‘sell’ the New Territories to 

Britain in 1938-39, an unfulfilled scheme that would have radically changed the future history of the 

colony. Throughout this period, then, Hong Kong was recognised by world leaders as both ‘a vital bastion’ 

for the Allies and ‘an international meeting place where connections were being built between the great 

powers’. 

 

Dr Macri also explained how the Battle of Hong Kong was just one part of a much larger Japanese 

operation that included the 3rd Battle of Changsha, which was designed to draw Chinese forces away from 

Hong Kong so that the Japanese would not have to fight both the British defenders and a relieving Chinese 

army, but also to score a major blow against Chiang Kai-shek and perhaps knock China out of the war  
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Recent Activities 
 

altogether. While Hong Kong fell remarkably quickly, the Chinese army fought valiantly in Hunan and the 

Japanese ultimately suffered a terrible reverse at Changsha, losing thousands of troops and a large quantity 

of artillery and supplies. Most of the listeners had never heard of the Battle at Changsha, illustrating 

perhaps the need to reassess further Hong Kong’s role in the wider Sino-Japanese conflict, a project that Dr 

Macri is taking up in his next book covering the period 1942-45. 

 

Dr Macri’s lecture was delivered to a full house of more than sixty members and guests, including a large 

group of twenty-three Canadian visitors who were in Hong Kong for the commemoration of the Battle of 

Hong Kong at Sai Wan Ho Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery on Sunday, 6
th

 December. One of the 

added benefits for those who attended the lecture was an opportunity to buy Dr Macri’s excellent book 

which is difficult to find in Hong Kong bookshops. This was a truly memorable lecture that brought the 

year’s run of very successful activities to a fitting close. 

 
       (Photos courtesy of Helen Tinsley and Ivy Ho) 

 

 

****** 

 

 

 

 

Any member who would be willing to write a review of an RAS activity for the Newsletter should 

please contact Mr Michael Broom, Hon Activities Co-ordinator, either by email on 

president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk or by telephone on 2719 4958 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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Of General Interest 

 
Dr Dan Water’s 95th Birthday 

 

Saturday • 28
th

 November 2015 

Keep Calm and Carry On! That’s right! 

 

RASHK Past President and longtime Branch member Dr Dan Waters celebrated his 95
th

 birthday on 

Saturday, 28
th

 November, 2015. The occasion was marked by an informal breakfast gathering at the 

Foreign Correspondents Club in Central at which he and Mrs Vera Waters were the guests of honour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening birthday greetings 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Dan & friends at the FCC                                A fine day outside FCC 

 
 (Photos Courtesy of Michael Broom) 

 
****** 
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Of General Interest 
 

 Dragon Pole Dedication at Hung Shing Temple 
 

Sunday • 29th November 2015 

Written by Jennifer Eagleton 

 
Overlooking Shek Pai Wan and Aberdeen, the Hung Shing Temple on the Ap Lei Chau waterfront recently 

saw an unveiling and dedication of two new “Dragon Poles”, an event that last took place around 80 years 

ago. The poles were erected for Feng Shui purposes. A recent typhoon caused one of the poles to collapse. 

 

The Hung Shing Temple was likely to have been built by the local community in 1773 for the worship of 

Hung Shing, a popular deity for protecting fishermen and marine traders. It is one of the few temples not 

moved “inland” due to reclamation.  

 

The dedication ceremony was quite spectacular, with a twin pair of lions “dancing” nimbly on high poles 

without misstep before speeches by local dignitaries and the poles’ unveiling where “eyes” were dotted and 

“pearls” attached on the dragon pair. A large contingent of Taoist priests blessed the new structures to the 

beat of drums and burning incense. As the ceremony ended, the local dignitaries stood in a line to give out 

“double happiness” buns for good luck to those present. 

 

At the end of the formalities, even the onlookers (including the couple of RAS members present) were 

welcomed into the main temple area and partook of the food provided for the event.  

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Photos Courtesy of Jennifer Eagleton) 

 

Lion dancing on the poles 

& a chanting Taoist priest at the Hung Shing Temple 

  

   

****** 
 

 



Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong 2016 
 

19 
 

Of General Interest 
 

 The 2015 Canadian Commemorative Ceremony 
at Little Sai Wan Cemetery 

  

Sunday • 6
th

 December 2015 

Members of the RASHK joined members of the Canadian community and the public for the annual   

commemorative ceremony at the Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemetery at Little Sai Wan on 

the 6
th

 December. The ceremony marked the seventieth anniversary of the end of World War II. 

 

The event was marked by an inter-faith service of prayers and readings followed by a wreath-laying by 

members Canadian Government organisations, the Hong Kong Diplomatic Corps, Veterans Organisations 

and community groups. The audience was addressed by 93 year old Mr Ralph McNeill, who in December 

1941 was a member of the Royal Rifles of Canada and fought in the Battle of Hong Kong before being 

captured and forced to work for the Japanese as a prisoner of war in Japan.  
  

  

Canadian Consul General Ian Burchett addressing  

the audience
 

Canadian veteran Ralph McNeil giving a speech 

 

 

 

Sai Wan Bay Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery Laying wreaths on the memorial 

                                        (Photos courtesy of Michael Broom) 
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Of General Interest 
 

Letter of Appreciation from 
Hong Kong Veterans Commemorative Associations 

 

 Tuesday • 15
th

 December 2015  

 

The following letter was received by the President from Mr Mike Babin, Regional Director, Ontario 

thanking him the RASHK for the invitation to Dr Macri’s lecture on 4
th

 December, 2015. 

 

 
****** 
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Of General Interests 
 

A New Administrator: Ivy Ho 

We extend a warm welcome to our new Administrator Ms Ivy Ho Pui-yu 

(何珮瑜). Ivy officially assumed the role of Administrator on 1
st
 December 

2015. Some of you have already met her at the December talk and hopefully 

more members will have the opportunity of introducing themselves at 

forthcoming events. Ivy can be contacted through the RASHK email address: 

membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk or tel no.: 6590 7523 

 

Born in Hong Kong, Ivy was educated in the United Kingdom since early 

secondary school years where History, Geography and Economics were few of 

her favourite subjects. She went on to read Management up to postgraduate level at universities. For over a 

decade, she has worked at managerial level in the commercial and non-governmental organisations in both 

Hong Kong and the United Kingdom. She is pleased to join The Royal Asiatic Society as Administrator 

and is looking forward to serving you as valuable members. Reading, cooking, arts and crafts, piano 

playing, acting, networking, exploring the social media and researching on entrepreneurs and 

entrepreneurship are her pastimes. 

 

 

****** 
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Of General Interests 
 
  

St John’s Cathedral Shop 
 

Arrangements have been made with St John’s Cathedral Bookshop for 

copies of RAS journals Vols. 50 – 54 and the book Hong Kong Going, Gone 

to be sold through the shop. It is hoped that Members will actively support 

this facility, and encourage others to purchase Society publications from the 

Bookshop. 

 

****** 

 
2016 Membership Renewal 

 

Members are reminded that renewals are due on 1
st
 January, 2016 and, for this purpose, a renewal form 

is available at the back of this issue. If you currently pay by cheque and would prefer the convenience 

of paying by Direct Debit, please contact the Administrator for a Direct Debit Authorisation form on 

membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk.  Those of you who pay by Standing Order are requested to 

please ensure that the Order is for the appropriate amount. 

 

Annual 

Hong Kong Resident - Individual / Institutional  HK$700 

Hong Kong Resident - Joint / Family HK$1,000 

Hong Kong Resident – Student* HK$50 

* in full time education – please enclose a photocopy of your student ID. 

Life 

Life – Single HK$9,800 

Life – Joint HK$13,000 

Overseas 

Overseas - Annual HK$420 

Overseas - Life HK$5,800 

 

 

****** 

 

mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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Publications 
PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM 

Journals Price HK$ Qty Order 

Vols. 1 – 48 $50.00 each ___ _____ 

Vols. 49 – 54 $200.00 each ___ _____ 

 

Books 

Hong Kong Going and Gone $120.00 ___ _____ 

A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street $300.00 ___ _____ 

 

P&P within HK Overseas (surface/registered) 
A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street $55.00 $130.00  _____ 

Full set of Journals $260.00 price on request _____ 

All other volumes (per volume) $25.00 $65.00  _____ 

       

 

          TOTAL      HK$ _________  

 

 

 

Please send the order & cheque, payable to Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch, to 

RASHKB, GPO Box 3864, Hong Kong. We accept US$ or GBP cheques at exchange 

rates of US$1=HK$7 / GBP1=HK$12, but please also add US$14 / GBP8 to cover the 

bank charges incurred in clearing each cheque. 

 

 

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY HONG KONG STUDIES SERIES 

 

Ancestral Images $260.00 ………. 

Cantonese Society in HK and Singapore $260.00 ………. 

Custom, Land and Livelihood in Rural South China $260.00 ………. 

The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (hardback) $190.00 ………. 

The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (paperback) $120.00 ………. 

Early China Coast Meteorology $220.00 ………. 

East River Column: Hong Kong Guerrillas in the Second World War and After (hardback) $190.00 ………. 

East River Column (paperback) $140.00 ………. 

East River Column (Chinese edition) $110.00 ………. 

Escape from Hong Kong (hardback) $220.00 ………. 

Escape from Hong Kong (paperback) $150.00 ………. 

Forgotten Souls $320.00 ………. 

Governors, Politics and the Colonial Office $220.00 ………. 

Hong Kong Internment, 1942-1945 (paperback) $130.00 ………. 

The Lone Flag: Memoir of the British Consul in Macau during World War II $240.00 ………. 

Portugal, China & Macau Negotiations $210.00 ………. 

Public Success, Private sorrow: The Life & Times of Charles Henry Brewitt Taylor $190.00 ………. 

Reluctant Heroes: Rickshaw Pullers in Hong Kong and Canton, 1874-1954 $190.00 ………. 

Resist to the End: Hong Kong, 1941-1945 $190.00 ………. 

Scottish Mandarin $220.00 ………. 

Six-Day War of 1899: Hong Kong in the Age of Imperialism (hardback) $190.00 ………. 

Six-Day War of 1899 (paperback) $150.00 ………. 

Southern District Officer Reports $210.00 ………. 

Watching over Hong Kong: Private Policing 1841-1941 (paperback) $150.00 ………. 

P&P:   within Hong Kong  -  $25;    Overseas (surface)  -  $65 

For RAS HKB Study Series orders, please send your order with cheque, payable to The University of Hong 

Kong, to Hong Kong University Press, The University of Hong Kong Pokfulam, Hong Kong. 
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Contact Details 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Position Name Phone Fax E-mail 

President Mr Michael Broom 2719 4974 2719 4958 president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Vice-President Dr Gillian Bickley 2259 3456   2688 0546  g.bickley@proversepublishing.com 

Vice-President Dr Helen Tinsley 9034 2241  fulttins@netvigator.com 

Immediate Past 

President  

Mr Christopher Young 6388 5155   clbyoung@gmail.com 

Past President Mr Robert Nield  2540 0722   2335 5470  hiflyer@netvigator.com 

Past President Dr Dan Waters 2858 1858   2576 6472  benefit@netvigator.com 

Past President  Dr Patrick Hase 2658 6529   2658 5400  phhase@hku.hk 

Hon. Secretary Mr David McKellar 2843 2493   2103 5996  mckellar@graduate.hku.hk 

Hon. Treasurer Ms Connie Carmichael 2994 2488    treasurer@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Hon. Librarian Ms Edith Chan 2241 5624   2857 2048  librarian@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Hon. Editor Dr Stephen Davies 3917 5034  stephen.davies79@gmail.com 

Hon. Activities 

Coordinator 

Mr Michael Broom 2719 4974 2719 4958 stgeorge_hk.yahoo.co.uk 

Hon. Archivist Ms Stacy B Lee   2859 7953   2517 8647  sblee@hku.hk 

Council Member Ms Davina Lee 9196 5934  dioramaprojects@gmail.com 

Council Member Ms Moody Tang 2813 2322   2813 8033  website@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Council Member Mr Maurice J Chan 2877 1833 2596 0845 emailmjc@netvigator.com 

Council Member Mr Donald Gasper 2858 6601  d_gasper@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

 

OTHER USEFUL CONTACT 

Position Name   E-mail 

Administrator 

(Part-time) 

Ms Ivy Ho 6590 7523  membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

mailto:hiflyer@netvigator.com
mailto:hiflyer@netvigator.com
mailto:info@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk


Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong 2016 
 

25 
 

Activity Bookings 
 

BOOKING FORM 
 

Local Museum Visit:  
The Radiant Ming 1368 – 1644 Exhibition 

 

Saturday • 5
th

 March 2016 
Hong Kong Museum of History, 100 Chatham Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon 

 

Time:   Assemble 10:00 a.m. 

   Tour begins 10:15 a.m. 

   Tour ends 11:45 a.m. 

 

Admission:   Free-of-charge for RASHK members 

 

Coordinator:   Helen Tinsley 

 

 

Please reserve  places for Members and           for Non-members/ Guests accompanied by 

members. 

 

 

Name of Member:  

(PLEASE PRINT) 

 

Name of Guest/s: 

 

Your contact Tel No: 

 
 
Please return this form as soon as possible to Helen Tinsley by email: fulttins@netvigator.com 
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Membership Renewal 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 
 

 
 

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY HONG KONG BRANCH 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2016 
 

 

Name/s …………………………………………………………………………………..……………… 

 

Address

 ……………………………………………………………………………………...................... 

 

 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Tel Home …………………………  Tel Office ……………………… Mobile ……………………… 

 

Email ………………………………………………………………………………………………..…. 

 

 

Single HK$700                       Joint    HK$1,000                                Overseas HK$420 

 

 

Life       HK$9,800                  Joint Life    HK$13,000                           Student*  HK$50 

 

*Full-time students only – please attach a copy of valid student ID 

Cheques should be made out to ‘Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch’. Overseas members 

may pay by US/UK cheque. The rate of exchange will be advised on request. Please note HKD100 

must be added to each cheque to cover the bank charges incurred. 
 

If you would like to pay by Direct Debit, a form can be downloaded from the Membership Section of 

the Society’s website: www.royalasiaticsociety.org.hk  [Please leave the Debtor’s Reference blank 

for office use]   

 

Signed ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Date ………………………………………… 

Please return to: The Administrator  

 Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch 

 G P O Box 3864 

 Hong Kong 

http://www.royalasiaticsociety.org.hk/

