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President’s Message 
 

Summer’s here again! I guess many of you will have left or are preparing 

to leave for holiday’s and travel overseas. We shall take our customary 

two months break from talks and visits, although an occasional activity 

may be arranged, as with the member’s luncheon on 8th July. This is a 

popular event which members seem to enjoy and which gives members 

the opportunity to meet and interact which is not always possible at talks 

or on visits. If you would like to attend please sign up. 

 

There has been no shortage of events to enjoy recently. The past two 

months has seen two major festivals take place with the Bun Festival on 

Cheung Chau and in June the Tuen Ng (Dragon Boat) Festival which 

culminated with the International Dragon Boat Races and carnival on the 

Central waterfront. Complementing the outdoor events there have been 

several new exhibitions starting. I recently attended opening receptions for the ‘Mare Nostrum’ exhibition 

at the Hong Kong Museum of History and an exhibition at the Sun Yat Sen Museum on the theme of 

political cartoons before and after the 1911 revolution. Consideration is being given to a RASHK guided 

visit to this exhibition. On Sunday 26 June a few RASHK members met in Central to watch the Central & 

Western District Concern Group’s street theatre performance of ‘Hung Mo Kew’ which tells the story of a 

Chinese Tanka woman and her relationship with a sea captain named Endicott. Hung owned and lived in 

residential building in Gutzlaff Street, the remains of which still exist today. At the conclusion of the 

performance we were taken to see the remains of the foundations and partition walls of the tenements and a 

two story Chinese shop house dating from the 1880’s located at 120, Wellington Street, the last remaining 

one. 

 

I do hope that all members are now familiar with the revised website which was introduced in April. Your 

comments on the website are welcome and I would like to know your opinions as to how useful you find it 

and the usefulness of the information contained in it. Our newsletter is a bi-monthly publication so 

increasingly the website will be the main vehicle for keeping you informed of additional events and any 

unscheduled changes to the programme which may occur. Please do check your website on a regular basis. 

 

I recently represented the Society at the annual Canada Day celebrations hosted by the Canadian Consulate 

in Hong Kong. It was an appropriate occasion to say a personal farewell to the Consul General Mr Ian 

Burchett, who will be leaving Hong Kong in July after over four years as Consul General in Hong Kong 

and Macau. Ian, a native of British Columbia, will be returning to Ottawa for his next posting with Foreign 

Affairs. On behalf of the Royal Asiatic Society I would like to thank him for the considerable interest and 

support he has shown to our Society and to wish him every success in the future. He has personally 

attended Society events and RASHK members have reciprocated by regularly attending the annual 

Canadian Commemoration Ceremony at Little Sai Wan, an event always held dear by the late Dr Dan 

Waters. 
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President’s Message 
 

Not everyone in the Society will be taking a holiday in the coming weeks and several members of the 

Council and ACTCOM will be involved in meetings and planning events for when we resume in 

September. I think our forward programme looks interesting and varied. We will probably commence with 

a visit to the Mainland in September which will be to Shanxi Province. If you are interested or still thinking 

about this please let Rocky Dang know as arrangements need to be firmed up. To date three talks have 

been identified and two possible local visits. Added to this a major exhibition will be opening at the 

Museum of History which I am sure will be of interest to many members and which I hope we will be able 

to secure a guided visit to. 

 

I wish you all an enjoyable and relaxing summer. 

 

Michael Broom             

President 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cover Page 
Tuen Ng Festival (a.k.a. Dragon Boat Festival) is a traditional holiday that 

commemorates the life and death of the famous Chinese scholar Qu Yuan (Chu Yuan). 

The festival occurs on the fifth day of the fifth month on the Chinese lunisolar calendar. 
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Future Activities 
 

LOCAL VISIT 

 

Roy Delbyck’s Photo & Document Collection 
 

Saturday • 2
nd

 July 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members will recall an interesting talk delivered on 30
th

 September 2015 by RAS member Roy Delbyck 

entitled ‘Ten Thousand Items Later, A Journey So far’. In his talk Roy discussed his passion, one might 

even say addiction for collecting documents which have a connection with China and the Chinese in the 

19
th

 and 20
th

 centuries. His interest in this period started four years ago and he has amassed a veritable 

treasure trove of photographs, letters, posters, directories, programmes and other interesting ephemera 

which shed light on the history of China and Hong Kong during this period. As reported in the subsequent 

RAS newsletter Roy regularly spends approximately two hours per day surfing eBay and related auction 

sites online and offline, in search of documents and items with a connection to China and Hong Kong. 

 

Roy’s collection is now housed in his office in Tsim Sha Tsui and I am pleased to say that in response to 

member’s enquiries Roy has kindly agreed to open his office again this year on a Saturday in July for 

members to visit his office and see for themselves some of the items in his collection. Unfortunately space 

is restricted therefore only small groups will be entertained. On this occasion the participants will be 

restricted to RAS members and not guests. 
 

The Speaker   

For those of you who may not know Roy, he is a US trade lawyer with his own practice 

in Hong Kong, which he started in the early 1990s after a partnership in the Hong Kong 

office of Baker & McKenzie. Roy joined the RAS in 2013 and has been an enthusiastic 

attendee at RAS talks since then. 

 

 

 

 
 

Programme 

Speaker:  Mr Roy Delbyck 

Date: Saturday, 2
nd

 July 2016 

Time: 10:30am – 12:00pm 

 Please assemble Ground Floor, Main Entrance, Kowloon Centre 

Venue:  Law Offices of Roy Ian Delbyck, Room 1302, Kowloon Centre, 29 – 39 Ashley Road, 

Tsimshatsui, Kowloon 

Admission: Event open to RAS members only, admission free 

Booking: Please email chai_kw@yahoo.com.hk in advance to reserve your place 

N.B.:               *** This event is now FULLY BOOKED*** 

 

****** 
 

FULL! 
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Future Activities 

 

LUNCH 

 

Curry Tiffin Lunch 
 

Friday • 8
th

 July 2016 

 

 
 

In response to member's enquiries/requests another Member's Luncheon has been organised for Friday 8
th

 

July 2016. The event will take the form of a curry tiffin lunch and be held at Zetland Hall, Kennedy Road. 

RASHK members are welcome to bring non-member guests if they wish. A cash bar will operate for pre-

lunch drinks. 

 

Bookings are required in advance. Please contact Michael Broom for places and further details. 

 

Programme 

Date:  Friday, 8
th

 July 2016 

Time:  Pre-lunch drinks 12:00 noon/ Lunch 12:30 pm 

Venue: Banquet Hall, Zetland Hall, 1 Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels (next to Kennedy Road Peak 

Tram stop) 

Cost: $150 per head 

Booking: Please email president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk or telephone 2719 4974 to book your 

place. 

 
****** 
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Future Activities 
CHINA VISIT 

 

Shanxi Trip: Datong, Wutaishan (Mt Wutai), Pingyao, Taiyuan 
 

Friday•  16
th

 - Wednesday• 21
st
 September 2016 

 

Shanxi Province is a cradle of Chinese civilization and culture. Our visit will be a natural follow-on to 

those who joined our Silk Road tour in July 2015 but for those who may not yet have visited the Silk Road, 

Shanxi provides a splendid introduction to Chinese history and heritage. Shanxi is not only steeped in 

history but many of its walled settlements and temples, its architectural features and cave sculptures remain 

in remarkably good condition. It also enjoys much attractive scenery. 

 

Datong in the north of the Province was once capital in the Northern Wei period 

and just outside it we shall be visiting the impressive Liao dynasty Huayan Temple 

with its fine deva statues. Nearby the magnificent wooden bracketed Shanhua 

temple buildings house fine carvings of the Buddha and of celestial generals. The 

Yungang grottoes contain superb Buddhist cave statues and art dating from the 

Northern Wei (386 to 534 AD). Supported precariously against a near vertical cliff 

the Hanging Monastery seems an improbable structure to stand the test of time but 

it houses many fine ancient carvings of Buddhas. 

 

The Yingxian wooden pagoda was constructed in the Liao dynasty over 900 years 

ago. The nine storey pagoda is 67 m high.  

 

Mt. Wutai is one of the “Four Sacred Buddhism Mountains” 

in China. (The other three are Mt. Emei in Sichuan Province, 

Mt. Putuoshan in Zhejiang Province and Mt. Jiuhua in Anhui 

Province). The peaks of this mountain rise to over 3,000 

metres. The lower slopes are beautifully wooded and are 

home to numerous temples, shrines and pagodas. The upper 

slopes are more reminiscent of alpine meadows. 

 

We shall then head back to Taiyuan in the centre of the 

Province and its capital. Just to the south we shall visit the 

ancient town of Pingyao. Its huge 14th century town walls 

and gates, together with the location of its wells, were 

designed to represent, in plan, a turtle, symbol of longevity. The old town is relatively authentic with 

genuinely ancient towers, many Ming and Qing buildings and considerable charm. 

 

To round off the tour we shall include the Shanxi Museum, well recognized as one of the better Provincial 

museums, which covers many aspects of Shanxi culture. 

 

We have chosen what should be an attractive time to visit Shanxi with the comfortable autumn after the 

summer rains and before the winter freeze. 

 

(Photos courtesy Peter Stuckey) 
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Future Activities 
Tentative Outline itinerary – subject to refinement 

 

 
 

Day 01  HKG – Taiyuan – Datong:  by flight @2.5 hours and coach @ 4 hours 

Direct flight to Taiyuan. Arrive about 3 pm. Met at airport and transfer to Datong by coach @ 4 hours. 

Dinner and overnight in Datong. 
 

Day 02  Datong: Hanging Monastery, Huayan Temple and the Yungang Grottoes.  

By coach, our first stop is Yungang Grottoes stretching for about 1 km from west to east. Move on to 

Huayan Temple on the western side of Datong city, the largest and most well preserved temple of the Liao 

and Jin dynasties in China. After lunch, continue to the Shanhua Monastery of the Tang Dynasty, located 

in central Datong within the old city walls. Overnight at same hotel in Datong. 
 

Day 03  Datong – Wutaishan (Mt.Wutai) by coach @ 4 hours  

In the morning, visit the Hanging temple in Hunyuan County and the Wooden Pagoda in Yingxian County, 

the oldest and largest wooden Buddhist pagoda existing in the world. After lunch transfer to Wutaishan by 

coach. Overnight at Wutaishan. 
 

Day 04  Wutaishan – Taiyuan  by coach @ 4 hours 

Full day tour to Mt. Wutai and its temples. We will visit Pusa Ding, Xiantong Temple and Ten Thousand 

Buddha Pavillion. 

Taihuai Town is the cultural centre of Mt. Wutai. There are many temples in this area such as Xiantong 

Temple, Manjusri Temple, Tayuan Temple, Shuxiang Temple, etc. 

Late afternoon drive to Taiyuan (about 4 hours). Overnight at hotel in Taiyuan. 
 

Day 05  Taiyuan – Pingyao – Taiyuan  by coach @ 2 hours each way 

Full day in UNESCO World Heritage Site - Pingyao. This well-preserved ancient town was capital of the 

Emperor Yao. During the Qing Dynasty Pingyao was a financial centre for China. Overnight at the same 

hotel in Taiyuan. 
 

Day 06  Taiyuan – Hong Kong  by flight. Dpt. about 3 pm 

In the morning we check out of the hotel and visit the Shanxi Museum followed by the Meng Shan Giant 

Stone Buddha. Originally carved in the Northern Qi dynasty in the 6th Century AD, it is some 63m high, 

though its head was repaired only recently. After lunch we transfer to the airport for our flight to Hong 

Kong. 
 

Estimated cost: HK$ 14,360 per pax. Single supplement HK$ 2,200. Non-member surcharge  

HK$ 700. 

Tour price includes flights, accommodation, all meals, entrance fees, transport and basic tips.  

Tour price does not include for visa, travel insurance or beverages. 

 

For bookings and enquiries please contact 

Rocky Dang at rockydang@yahoo.com  or  tel. 91823483 

Or Peter Stuckey at peterstuckey@yahoo.com.hk  or  tel. 92324284 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qing_Dynasty
mailto:rockydang@yahoo.com
mailto:peterstuckey@yahoo.com.hk
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Future Activities 
 

LECTURE 

 

Hong Kong’s Lighthouses and the Men Who Manned Them 
 

Friday• 7
th

 October 2016 

 

Today, thanks to a huge burst of energy in the 1970s, Hong Kong’s waters are amongst the best lit and 

buoyed in the world. But that was not always so. It wasn’t until May 2002, when Father Louis Ha and the 

late Dan Waters gave two talks to the HKRAS entitled “Hong Kong Lighthouses and the men who manned 

them”, subsequently written up in vol. 41 of the Society’s Journal, that the history of this achievement 

began to be studied. It added to the momentum that resulted in Cape D’Aguilar, Waglan, Green Island and 

Tang Lung Chau lights being declared monuments by the Antiquities Advisory Board as of 2000. 

However, the story of Hong Kong’s lights and lighthouses (collectively ‘aids to navigation’) and of the 

people who built and operated them involved a lot more than, in those early days, may have been 

immediately apparent. Since Father Ha and Dan Waters did their pioneering work, research sources for 

Hong Kong’s early days have vastly increased, especially online. Accordingly, and not least in honour of 

Dan Waters’ memory, in this talk we shall look at the fuller story of how Hong Kong’s waters were 

gradually made safer for navigation, including the lesser lights on the beacons and buoys, the cannon, 

foghorns, bells and whistles, and at Hong Kong’s time ball, once a vital help to navigational accuracy. On 

the way we shall note, with sadness, the aids that once existed but have been absorbed by reclamations, 

destroyed by war, or demolished through sheer ignorance and stupidity, whilst marking any remains that 

still exist to remind us of the too easily forgotten past. And we’ll look at some of the quirkier stories - not 

least the whodunnit of Waglan Island’s chicken eating, swimming python. 

 

The Speaker 

Stephen Davies, (BSc (Econ) Wales, MSc (Econ), PhD (London)) comes from 

a British naval family that has been connected with Hong Kong for almost a 

century. He first arrived in the territory in 1947 when his father was Chaplain 

at HMS Tamar and his uncle, who had spent the war in Stanley internment 

camp, was with the Education Department. He went to Britannia Royal Naval 

College in 1963 and thereafter served in the Royal Navy and Royal Marines. 

After leaving the Royal Marines he briefly designed atlases for William Collins 

& Sons in Glasgow and taught sailing and mountaineering in an Outward 

Bound School in Northern Scotland before falling off a cliff and having to be 

screwed back together. At that point he went to university in Wales and 

London before returning to teach political theory at the University of Hong 

Kong from 1974 to 1989. Between 1990 and 2004 he and his partner, Elaine 

Morgan sailed 50,000 miles visiting 27 countries in their 38’ sailing sloop Fiddler’s Green II. 

 

Stephen Davies opened Hong Kong’s young maritime museum in Murray House, Stanley as its first 

Museum Director in 2005 and spent until his retirement in July 2013 working to find it a new, larger and 

more central location, getting government and donor funding, building the collection and library, and 

creating the gallery storylines. He has now returned to the University of Hong Kong where he is an 

Honorary Fellow of the Hong Kong Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences. 

 

Publications: ‘Coasting Past: The last of South China coastal trading junks photographed by William 

Heering’ was published by the Hong Kong Maritime Museum in February 2013. ‘East sails west: the 

voyage of the Keying, 1846-1855’ was published by Hong Kong University Press early this year. He is at 

present writing the history of the Mariners’ Club, Tsim Sha Tsui. 
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Future Activities 
 

Programme 

Speaker: Dr Stephen Davies 

Date:  Friday, 7
th

 October 2016 

Time:  Reception open 6:30 pm, talk starts 7:00 pm 

Venue: Centre for Visual Arts (CVA), 7A, Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels 

Admission: RAS Members $100; Non-Members / Guests $150 

Booking: Please email membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk in advance to reserve your place 

and pay at the door 

 
****** 
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Future Activities 
 

LOCAL VISIT 

 

TSZ SHAN MONASTERY 
 

Sunday • 9
th

 October, 2016 

 

 
 

The RAS is organizing a visit to the Tsz Shan Monastery on 9
th

 October 2016. Located off the main road in 

Tai Po’s Tung Tsz hills, the monastery is surrounded by breathtaking scenery, including the Pat Sin Leng 

mountain range and a magnificent panorama of Tolo Harbour. It manifests the best architectural features of 

the temples of Tang Dynasty China. With grounds encompassing 46,764 square metres, Tsz Shan 

Monastery comprises an 18-metre-high Grand Hall and other structures such as a Universal Hall, Maitreya 

Hall, Great Vow Hall, Tripiṭaka Library, Meditation Hall and Lecture Theatre. There is also a 76-metre-

high, white Avalokitesvara (Guan Yin) statue, forged from bronze, the second tallest in the world. 

 

Visitors can enjoy a guided tour, light vegetarian lunch and also a selection of experiential practices: tea 

zen, water offerings, sutra copying and walking meditation.  

 

Programme 

Coordinator: Mr Don Gasper 

Date:  Sunday, 7
th

 October 2016 

Time:  AM session with vegetarian lunch (details TBA later) 

Venue: Tze Shan Monastery  

(please see the link http://www.tszshan.org/home/new/en/visit.php#transaction for 

more details and visitor’ guide) 

Transport: RAS group transport TBA 

Admission: No charges for entry but on-site donations are welcome. RAS Members/ Non-

members/ guests are welcome but numbers are limited to 25, with priority for 

members/ their guests 

Booking: Please email membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk in advance to reserve your place.  

 

****** 

http://www.tszshan.org/home/new/en/visit.php#transaction
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Recent Activities 

 
Roy Delbycks Photo and Document Collection 

 

Saturday • 21
st
 May 2016 

 

Written by Dr Helen Tinsley 

 

Many of you will remember US lawyer Roy Delbyck’s fascinating RAS talk in September 2015 when he 

shared with us his passion as a collector and showed us pictures of some of his treasures.  He has built up 

his collection over the past four and a half years, concentrating on documents and photos from 19th and 

20th centuries which have a connection with China. His collection is now housed in his own law office in 

Tsim Sha Tsui. In response to RAS members’ interest he very generously offered to open up his office on a 

Saturday morning for a few interested RAS members to take a look at some of the star items and favourites 

within his collection. 

 

Four RAS members made the trip to his office one Saturday 

morning recently and were treated to seeing and handling some 

very special items--photographs, letters, posters, directories, 

official documents, long closed newsletters, books and various 

interesting memorabilia /ephemera from his collection. His 

focus is beginning to narrow down to collectibles from the USA 

connection with China and Hong Kong, particularly in the 

turbulent first half of the 20th century.  Roy’s expertise has 

been acknowledged by his recent appointment to the Board of 

the Museum of Chinese in America, which is based in New 

York City. The accompanying photo shows an airline bag 

which was created especially for President Nixon’s ground breaking visit to China, a seminal event in USA 

– PRC history. His pictures of Chinese diplomats, students, sportsmen and women in USA break through 

historical clichés from early in the 20th century. 

 

Some of his documents are signed by people, who in their day were rich, powerful and famous but also 

many are records and letters/ photos of Westerners in China and Chinese in USA whose lives were caught 

up in both the daily routine and disturbing events of their surroundings. Many left touching and detailed 

accounts of personal experiences and historical events from very different perspectives. Often they were 

traders, academics, missionaries and their words and pictures from long ago shed new light on old stories.  

For collectors, these new insights and connections can be both stimulating and deeply satisfying. 

 

My special treat was to be handed a book on the History of Medicine in China, published in 1932 by the 

Tientsin Press - written in English, by Dr Wu Lieu Teh. From Penang, he was the first Chinese to be 

trained in Medicine at Cambridge, UK and the Pasteur Institute in Paris. He is famous for his highly 

effective control of the 1910 `plague epidemic in North China and first Chinese to be nominated for a 

Nobel prize. 

 

It is hoped that future visits can be arranged to Roy’s office to view his collection. 

 
(Photos courtesy Dr Helen Tinsley) 
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Recent Activities 
 

The First Nepalese Mission to the West 
 

Friday • 27
th

 May 2016 
 

Written by Dr Gillian Bickley 

 

In an enthusiastic talk, well adumbrated in the May 

Newsletter announcement of the lecture (qv), Dr John 

Whelpton, a published Nepalese scholar and fluent Nepalese 

speaker, described the 1850 visit to London and Paris by 

Jang Bahadur Rana, founder of the Rana family dynasty 

which ruled Nepal from 1846 to 1951. 

 

Particularly interesting was the discussion of Jang’s possible 

motives and objectives for this visit. Was it simply a fact-

finding and goodwill mission as has been suggested? Or, in 

the case of Britain, was its purpose to conciliate the British 

now that all India was under British control, as well as to 

ensure Jang’s personal position at home 

 

Certainly there were concrete requests made to the British Government: the extradition of absconding 

revenue collectors, permission to employ British engineers, and the right to by-pass the Resident and 

correspond directly with London. 

 

It is always interesting and entertaining to know how others view or have viewed 

our institutions, culture and history, for this throws light in several directions, 

including on the culture, experience and desires of the visitor. There may be 

unwanted results of a too quick and telescoped introduction to a nation’s history. 

Was it really true, as Jang believed that, at the time of his visit, if a regiment 

mutinied, then Parliament would bring up other regiments and blow the mutineers 

to pieces with cannon? Although quaintly expressed and literally inaccurate, 

might there not be some truth, however, in non-Christian Jang’s view that, “The 

law establishing this powerful house of God (the British Parliament) was drawn 

up by the old ancestor of the English, Jesu Christ.” 

 

Jang Bahadur Rana 

 

From the British point of view, an important result of Jang’s visit was its impact on Jang’s behaviour a 

decade or so later, at the time of the Indian Mutiny. For Jang Bahadur fought on the British side, and is 

recorded as stating that, had he not visited England, he would have fought against the British instead. Not 

surprisingly, this earned him some bad press in the sub-continent as, “the English dog-man”. 

 

The talk was well illustrated, with an impressive and provocative presentation of the background to Jang’s 

visit and of the sources which Dr Whelpton used for work on his book, Jang Bahadur in Europe: The First 

Nepalese Mission to the West. John Whelpton obviously has a wealth of information still waiting to be 

tapped! 
(Photos courtesy Dr Helen Tinsley) 

****** 
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Recent Activities 
 

The Gap Rock Lighthouse 
 

Thursday • 16
th

 June 2016 
 

Written by Dr Stephen Davies 

 

About twenty members and guests were present in the City 

Hall High Block’s 8
th

 floor Extension Activities Room for 

Dr Poon’s extremely well-researched and informative 

lecture.  

 

Gap Rock lighthouse was pioneering both as a cross-

jurisdictional experiment in the provision of aids to 

navigation, and in the voluntary initiative of the Hong Kong 

shipping community in helping pay for it. Other times, other 

values. 

 

 

Dr Poon took us through the story on a number of levels, all of it excellently illustrated by period images, 

documents and maps. He explained to us both the English name and the Chinese name. For the first he 

showed photographs of the ‘gap’ between the rock’s two parts, over which a causeway was built – a gap 

that proved a major problem when heavy seas crashed in during the infamous 1893 typhoon. The Chinese 

name, Wénwěi Zhōu (蚊尾洲,) Man Mei Chau in Cantonese) literally means ‘Mosquito tail islet’. Dr Poon 

gave the much more plausible colloquial Cantonese rendering that perfectly fits the location at the 

southwest end of the Lema Islands and the southernmost islet of the Pearl River Delta – ‘last in the row’. 

Though we can bet that there’s a saltier expression that would catch the same idea. 

 

With the geographical and geological preliminaries out of the way – he rightly supposed that many didn’t 

know where Gap Rock actually was – Dr Poon moved on to the tricky business of constructing a 

lighthouse on an isolated rock 40 km south west of Hong Kong in 1890-1892. Tons of construction 

material had to be carried to the rock and, for the purpose a tug, the Fame, had to be bought. Up to a 

maximum of 100 labourers had to be housed, fed and watered during the nearly two years it took to 

complete the works. It is a testament to the organization of the affair that although typhoons did cause 

damage not a single life was lost and, from Dr Poon’s account, life on the rock was probably healthier for 

the work force than living in Tai Ping Shan! 

 

A large-scale sketch map of the rock by one of the engineers working on it was shown, which gave the 

layout. This showed not just the segregation between Chinese and European lighthouse keepers but also the 

placing of the cookhouse on the north end of the rock across the ‘gap’ from accommodation and light. The 

mind boggled to imagine the passage of the hot food on blowy winter days across the airy causeway! 

 

Dr Poon gave a graphic description of the 1893 typhoon, when the lantern, 43m (140’) above the sea was 

badly damaged by windblown, breaking wave crests and the tower below flooded by 2955 litres (650 imp. 

gall) to a depth of 0.3m (1’). The damage put the full light out of commission for some time. The 1895 

Coode Son and Matthews report on the damage, we were told, concluded that the light had been built in the 

wrong place. It should have been where the cookhouse was, but the $139,000 cost of making the change 

ensured things stayed as they were. 
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Recent Activities 
 

There were many other details of the daily work, the most interesting of which was a look at the lighthouse 

keepers, their daily routine and their rates of pay – the senior keeper earned about 35% of the Harbour 

Master’s pay and just 6% of what the Governor got. Plus ça change. There was also detail of how the 

light’s construction and maintenance were paid for. China’s sovereignty was maintained by its contribution 

of c.8% of the construction cost and c.2% of the operating costs. Fascinatingly a voluntary agreement by 

the Hong Kong shipping community to accept an increase in light dues of 1.25 cents per ton ensured that 

all costs for the first few years of operation, including construction, had been recovered with money to 

spare. 

 

Dr Poon had identified all the English and Chinese personnel on Gap Rock over many years and had even 

managed to track down the marriage certificate of the first Keeper, Charles Edwin Nicholas who had been 

married in 1881 when working at England’s Lizard lighthouse. He came to work in Hong Kong after 13 

years with the English Trinity House lighthouse service and stayed until his retirement in 1916. 

 

The big information gap, we were told, begins with the 

abandonment of the light on an unknown date in 

December 1941 in the face of an imminent Japanese 

invasion. British attempts to put things back in order 

post-war, including ordering replacement apparatus, 

were stopped dead by a Chinese Nationalist government 

decision, of which we saw the formal notice from the 

British Foreign Office. Then, apart from knowing that 

the PLA was not working, but in some sort of 

occupation as of 1950, there was an information 

blackout until the Zhuhai authorities put the light back in 

commission in 1986. In 2011, encouragingly, the same 

authorities designated Gap Rock lighthouse as a heritage 

structure. 

 

Not the least interesting part of a great presentation was Dr Poon’s stories of his three visits to Gap Rock. 

The first was a ‘sail by’ because the weather prevented a landing. The second, involving an eccentric beach 

lifeguard’s catamaran, involved an RTHK camera crew. The third, under the aegis of the Zhuhai office of 

the China Maritime Safety Administration, allowed a close look at the semi-ruined structure. Dr Poon’s 

historical photographs showing the light’s saga from when it was under construction on into its inter-war 

heyday made a stark comparison to the battered remnants that exist today. The videos made of the visits 

especially of the last made with the help of a drone – and the Indiana Jones theme – were a treat. 

 
(Photos courtesy Dr Helen Tinsley) 

 
****** 
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Of General Interest 

 

Corals: Our Underwater Living Treasures 

 

 
 

Corals: Our Underwater Living Treasure featuring the science, benefits, threats, and solutions facing corals 

in Hong Kong and the “Coral Triangle” in Southeast Asia, which includes the marine areas of Indonesia, 

Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Solomon Islands and Timor-Leste. 

  

The Coral Triangle in Southeast Asia is also highlighted since it is the global epicenter of marine 

biodiversity, home to over 500 species of reef-building corals and 3000 fish species. At this exhibition, 

visitors will learn about where their fresh fish were born and lived before arriving on the dinner plate in 

Hong Kong.  Half of the live reef food fish eaten in Hong Kong, such as grouper, comes from the Coral 

Triangle. 

  

This exhibition will also screen the latest episode of Conservation International’s Nature is Speaking short 

film series, titled Coral Reef.  International film and martial arts superstar Donnie Yen Ji-Dan (甄子丹) 

performs the voice of Coral Reef, lending his vibrant vibrato to personify the amazing, but oft-overlooked 

creatures which sustain one quarter of all marine life.  

  

 “Corals: Our Underwater Living Treasures” will not only feature graphical and video content created by 

CI-Hong Kong and SWIMS, but will also display coral skeleton samples obtained by scientists from within 

Hong Kong’s marine zone and pieces in the Hong Kong Maritime Museum collection.  The Hong Kong 

Maritime Museum will also conduct special events such as public lectures by coral experts and family 

workshops that will include hands-on activities for adults and children alike.  

 
Date:  Wednesday • 8

th
 June – Sunday • 18

th
  September 2016 

Venue: Hong Kong Maritime Museum, Central Pier No. 8 

 

****** 
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Of General Interest 

 

Cartoons before and after the 1911 Revolution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jointly presented by Leisure & Cultural Services Department (LCSD) and The 

Memorial Museum of 1911 Revolution and organised by the Dr Sun Yat-sen 

Museum, this exhibition titled ‘Commentary X Humour = Cartoons before and after 

the 1911 Revolution’ has been highlighted to commemorate Dr Sun Yat-sen's 150
th

 

birthday.  

 

 

This exhibition focuses on the situation in China in the late Qing period and the 

revolutionary road to the establishment of Republican China through images of 

cartoons published before and after the 1911 Revolution and other relevant artefacts. 

The cartoons also reflect the changing social milieu of the period. 

 

A large number of original cartoons sprang up in China during the early 20
th

 

century. Cartoons of this era were mostly satire of current affairs, which helped 

develop civic wisdom. Using simple lines and artistic touches, the cartoons artists 

condensed Chinese politics and the global landscape of the time into tiny panels and 

articulated their ideas with great eloquence. Cartoons offered an effective vehicle to 

highlight the crux of a matter through exaggerated drawings, and conveyed the 

message within to ordinary people, who were usually not highly intellectual. They 

helped disseminate information and functioned as revolutionary propaganda, and 

writing awakened people's awareness of the current situation. 

 

 

Date:  Friday • 17
th

  June – Monday • 10
th

 October 2016 

Venue: Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum, 7 Castle Road, Mid-Levels, Central 

 

****** 
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Of General Interest 
 

Advertising 
 
In an effort to defray newsletter costs, we are accepting advertisements that would be of interest to RAS 

members and related to the objects of the Society. Would you like to advertise a business or a service you 

can provide, or do you know someone who might be interested? Our rates are very reasonable: 

 

Full Page HK$1,150 2/3 Page HK$850 

1/2 Page HK$725 1/3 Page HK$450 

Classified First 10 words HK$70, each additional word HK$2.50 

To book advertising space, please email: membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

 
****** 

mailto:info@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk


Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong 2016 
 

19 
 

Of General Interest 

 
Library News 

 
The following items have been received for the RAS library, our thanks goes to Robert Nield and Peter 

Stuckey: 

 

Robert Nield 

 Hung Shing Temple, Kau Sai Chau, Sai Kung, Hong Kong. Hong Kong: Antiquities and Monuments 

Office, 2001.  

 Kinsey, Sara and Edwin Green. The good companions: wives and families in the history of the HSBC 

Group. Cambridge: Granta Editions, 2004. 

 Report of the Antiquities Advisory Board 1986 and 1987. Hong Kong: Antiquities and Monuments 

Office, 1987. 

 Hong Kong Country Parks. Hong Kong: Government Printer, 1981. 

 Melville, D.S., and Brian Morton. Mai Po marshes. Hong Kong: World Wildlife Fund, 1983. 

 Recording our built heritage: selected measured drawings on local historical buildings by the 

Department of Architecture, the University of Hong Kong: exhibition. Hong Kong: Antiquities and 

Monuments Office, Leisure and Cultural Services Department, 2000. 

 Ho, Puay Peng. The living building: vernacular environments of South China. Hong Kong: Department 

of Architecture, Chinese University of Hong Kong, 1995. 

 Our Hong Kong: personal stories from the staff of The Peninsula. Hong Kong: The Peninsula, 2010. 

 Turnley, David, and Peter Turnley. Beijing spring. Hong Kong: Asia 2000, 1989. 

 Mercado, Monina (ed.). People power: an eyewitness history: the Philippine Revolution of 1986. 

Manila: James B. Reuter, S.J., Foundation, 1986. 

 Lau, Grace. Picturing the Chinese: early western photographs and postcards of China. Hong Kong: 

Joint Publishing (H.K.) Co. Ltd., 2008. 

 Simmonds, Stuart, and Simon Digby (eds.) The Royal Asiatic Society: its history and treasures. Leiden: 

Brill, 1979. 

 Ward, Barbara, and Joan Law. Chinese festivals in Hong Kong. Hong Kong: Guidebook Company Ltd., 

1993. 

 The Port of Hong Kong. Hong Kong: Government Printer, 198?. 

 Journal of the North-China Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. Shanghai: Kelly & Walsh, 1908. 

 Journal of the North-China Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. Shanghai: Kelly & Walsh, 1922. 

 Journal of the North-China Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. Shanghai: Kelly & Walsh, 1931. 

 Journal of the North-China Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. Shanghai: Kelly & Walsh, 1934. 

 北京學運 : 歴史的見證. 香港 : 星島出版社，1989. 

 王毅著。皇家亚洲文会北中国支会研究。上海 : 上海書店出版社, 2005。 

 

Peter Stuckey 

 An Overseas trip for RAS – Hong Kong Branch, Java: Jakarta, Surakarta and Yogyakarta, 3rd May to 

9th May 2014. 

 Royal Asiatic Society – Hong Kong Branch, Taipei taster, 23 May to 26 May 2013. 

 An Overseas trip for RAS – Hong Kong Branch, Fujian/Xiamen & Tulou (Hakka Earth Round 

Houses), 13 November – 17 November 2013. 

 An Overseas trip for RAS – Hong Kong Branch, Jiangxi Province, 31 October to 7 November 2014. 

 An Overseas trip for RAS – Hong Kong Branch, the Silk Road Eastern Section, 11 to 20 September 

2015. 

 An Overseas trip for RAS – Hong Kong Branch, Central Vietnam, Danang, Hue, Hoi An, My Son and 

China Beach, 11 to 15 December 2015. 
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Of General Interest 
 

St John’s Cathedral Shop 
 

Arrangements have been made with St John’s Cathedral Bookshop for 

copies of RAS journals Vols. 51 – 55 and the book Hong Kong Going, Gone 

to be sold through the shop. It is hoped that Members will actively support 

this facility, and encourage others to purchase Society publications from the 

Bookshop. 

 

****** 

2016 Membership Renewal 
 

Members are reminded that renewals are due on 1
st
 January, 2016 and, for this purpose, a renewal form 

is available at the back of this issue. If you currently pay by cheque and would prefer the convenience 

of paying by Direct Debit, please contact the Administrator for a Direct Debit Authorisation form on 

membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk. Those of you who pay by Standing Order are requested to 

please ensure that the Order is for the appropriate amount. 

 

Annual 

Hong Kong Resident - Individual / Institutional  HK$700 

Hong Kong Resident - Joint / Family HK$1,000 

Hong Kong Resident – Student* HK$50 

* in full time education – please enclose a photocopy of your student ID. 

Life 

Life – Single HK$9,800 

Life – Joint HK$13,000 

Overseas 

Overseas - Annual HK$420 

Overseas - Life HK$5,800 

 

****** 
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Publications 
PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM 

Journals Price HK$ Qty Order 

Vols. 1 – 50 $50.00 each ___ _____ 

Vols. 51 – 55 $200.00 each ___ _____ 

 

Books 

Hong Kong Going and Gone $120.00 ___ _____ 

A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street $300.00 ___ _____ 

 

P&P within HK Overseas (surface/registered) 
A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street $55.00 $130.00  _____ 

Full set of Journals $260.00 price on request _____ 

All other volumes (per volume) $25.00 $65.00  _____ 

       

 

          TOTAL      HK$ _________  

 

 

 

Please send the order & cheque, payable to Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch, to 

RASHKB, GPO Box 3864, Hong Kong. We accept US$ or GBP cheques at exchange 

rates of US$1=HK$7 / GBP1=HK$12, but please also add US$14 / GBP8 to cover the 

bank charges incurred in clearing each cheque. 

 

 

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY HONG KONG STUDIES SERIES 

 

Ancestral Images $260.00 ………. 

Cantonese Society in HK and Singapore $260.00 ………. 

Custom, Land and Livelihood in Rural South China $260.00 ………. 

The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (hardback) $190.00 ………. 

The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (paperback) $120.00 ………. 

Early China Coast Meteorology $220.00 ………. 

East River Column: Hong Kong Guerrillas in the Second World War and After (hardback) $190.00 ………. 

East River Column (paperback) $140.00 ………. 

East River Column (Chinese edition) $110.00 ………. 

Escape from Hong Kong (hardback) $220.00 ………. 

Escape from Hong Kong (paperback) $150.00 ………. 

Forgotten Souls $320.00 ………. 

Governors, Politics and the Colonial Office $220.00 ………. 

Hong Kong Internment, 1942-1945 (paperback) $130.00 ………. 

The Lone Flag: Memoir of the British Consul in Macau during World War II $240.00 ………. 

Portugal, China & Macau Negotiations $210.00 ………. 

Public Success, Private sorrow: The Life & Times of Charles Henry Brewitt Taylor $190.00 ………. 

Reluctant Heroes: Rickshaw Pullers in Hong Kong and Canton, 1874-1954 $190.00 ………. 

Resist to the End: Hong Kong, 1941-1945 $190.00 ………. 

Scottish Mandarin $220.00 ………. 

Six-Day War of 1899: Hong Kong in the Age of Imperialism (hardback) $190.00 ………. 

Six-Day War of 1899 (paperback) $150.00 ………. 

Southern District Officer Reports $210.00 ………. 

Watching over Hong Kong: Private Policing 1841-1941 (paperback) $150.00 ………. 

P&P:   within Hong Kong  -  $25;    Overseas (surface)  -  $65 

For RAS HKB Study Series orders, please send your order with cheque, payable to The University of Hong 

Kong, to Hong Kong University Press, The University of Hong Kong Pokfulam, Hong Kong. 
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Contact Details 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Position Name Phone Fax E-mail 

President Mr Michael Broom 2719 4974 2719 4958 president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Vice-President Dr Gillian Bickley 2259 3456   2688 0546  g.bickley@proversepublishing.com 

Vice-President Dr Helen Tinsley 9034 2241  fulttins@netvigator.com 

Immediate Past 

President  

Mr Christopher Young 6388 5155   clbyoung@gmail.com 

Past President Mr Robert Nield  2540 0722   2335 5470  hiflyer@netvigator.com 

Past President  Dr Patrick Hase 2658 6529   2658 5400  phhase@hku.hk 

Hon. Secretary Mr David McKellar 2843 2493   2103 5996  mckellar@graduate.hku.hk 

Hon. Treasurer Ms Connie Carmichael 2994 2488    treasurer@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Hon. Librarian Ms Edith Chan 2241 5624   2857 2048  librarian@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Hon. Editor Dr Stephen Davies 3917 5034  stephen.davies79@gmail.com 

Hon. Activities 

Coordinator 

Dr Helen Tinsley 9034 2241  fulttins@netvigator.com 

Hon. Archivist Mrs Anna McCormick   9684 1066 2859 2115 annamcc@hku.hk 

Council Member Ms Davina Lee 9196 5934  dioramaprojects@gmail.com 

Council Member Ms Moody Tang 2813 2322   2813 8033  website@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Council Member Mr Donald Gasper 2858 6601  d_gasper@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

 

OTHER USEFUL CONTACT 

Position Name Phone  E-mail 

Administrator 

(Part-time) 

Ms Ivy Ho 6590 7523  membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 
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