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Since April 2014, RASHKB has collaborated with the commercial database 
providers, i.e. JSTOR, EBSCO and RMIT Publishing, we continue contributing new 
volumes of the Journal of RASHKB to the their database platforms for worldwide 
distribution and marketing. 2015 was the first full year that the Journal could be 
accessed via the commercial providers, the usage was encouraging and we have just 
received a modest amount of revenue through this participation. It was a good start for 
RASHKB.  
  
 In addition to the library collection, our Branch possesses a number of artefacts 
and photographs, most of them are on permanent loan to local institutions, and a few 
items are taken care of by our members. An inventory update on the artefacts was 
done in the past few months. The exercise was to contact each custodian and to 
refresh data, wherever possible item photo was also taken for record purpose. We are 
grateful that the artefacts are in safe custody of the various institutions, where they are 
available for display and research purposes. We also thank individual members who 
have been taking care of the Branch’s property. Good records help to make good 
practice, if members are keeping any artefacts for the Branch and I did not get in 
touch with you in the past few months, please contact me to update the inventory 
record.  
 

Up to 1March 2016, the library collection has increased to 8,091 volumes, a total 
of 66 new books and periodicals have been added to the collection through exchanges 
and donations. Gift of books were received from Dr Gillian Bickley, Mr Richard 
Garrett, Mr Michael Leigh, Mr David McKellar, Mr Robert Nield, Dr Veronica 
Pearson, and Ms Felicity Shaw. We also received book donations from the City 
University of Hong Kong Press and the University of Hong Kong Libraries. New 
books received are regularly listed in the RASHKB Newsletter and on the website.  

 
As reported by the Hong Kong Central Library, the usage of our library 

collection for the reporting year is as follows: 
 

 Library Usage      2014/2015 2015/16 
 No. of reference enquiries       188    158  
 No. of books consulted         300    174   
 No. of borrowers          71     76   
 No. of books loaned out          95    106 



 
The RAS library collection is continuously well taken care of by the Hong Kong 

Central Library, I would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere thanks to 
the Hong Kong Central Library team for providing very professional service to RAS 
members. 
 
Edith Chan 
Hon. Librarian 


