
Hon. Librarian’s Report For the Year 2016/17 

 

 Up to the end of February 2017, the library collection had increased to 8,143 

volumes, a total of 52 new items were added to the collection during the past year. 

Donations of books were received from Mr Robert Nield, Dr Veronica Pearson, Mr 

Peter Stuckey, Dr Gillian Bickley, Mr David McKellar, Mr Richard Garrett, Mr David 

Hodson, Mrs Nelly Fung and Mr David Leffman. We also received book donations 

from the City University of Hong Kong Press and Mayer Brown JSM. All new items 

received were listed in the RASHK Newsletter for acknowledgement purpose. 

 

 RASHK has been collaborating with commercial database providers to publish 

the RASHK Journal online for worldwide distribution and marketing since 2014. It 

was reported that the 2016 usage of RASHK Journal in JSTOR Digital Library was 

promising, and we are going to receive US$2,137 as our royalty payment, which is a 

modest growth of 19% over 2015. 

 

 Hong Kong Central Library colleagues have been helping to record and digitize 

RAS talks that were held in public libraries for years, the digitized audio files are 

mounted on the Hong Kong Public Libraries’ Multimedia Information Systems 

(https://mmis.hkpl.gov.hk/home) and they can be searched under the series title of 

“Royal Asiatic Society Talks” for listening online. Unfortunately, for talks that were 

not held in public libraries in the past, we were not able to keep any records. However, 

since October 2016 the Activities Committee members have made their best efforts to 

record valuable talks (with speakers’ permission) that were held elsewhere than in 

public libraries, the recorded mp3 audio files would be converted to DVDs. The 

DVDs would then be indexed/catalogued and be placed in the RAS library collection 

for consultation. Thank you ACTCOM members for doing the recordings. 

 

As reported by the Hong Kong Central Library, the usage of our library 

collection for the reporting year is as follows: 

 

 Library Usage      2015/2016 2016/17 

 No. of reference enquiries       158    160  

 No. of books consulted         174    185   

 No. of borrowers          76     80   

 No. of books loaned out         106    121 

  

In the meantime, usage of the Carl Smith’s index cards is still impressive that a 



total of 1,438 index cards had been consulted.  

 

The RAS library collection has always been well taken care of by the Hong 

Kong Central Library, I would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere 

thanks to the Hong Kong Central Library team for providing the very professional 

services to our members. 

 

 

Edith Chan 

Hon. Librarian 


