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Cover Photo: Lion Dance performance by Ha Chiu Kin Dragon & Lion Association at one of the shops at the 
International Finance Centre (IFC) during the 4th Day of the Lunar New Year, Friday, 8th February 2019. 
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Message from one of your Vice Presidents 

 
All the best for the Year of the Pig to all of you! 
 
What beautiful decorations there were this year, adorning our streets, buildings and shopping malls! And 
what exuberant bursts of activity – bright colours, loud drums and cymbals contrasting with the serenity of 
the blossom and flowers. There was the occasional sudden surprise of lion-dancing, as on Valentine’s Day 
at Taikoo Place when a small girl was generously given special attention by a friendly lion (pictured). 
According to an article published in SCMP on 15 January 2012, lion dancing – a 1,000-year-old art form, 
based on an ancient Chinese folk story about a mythical lion that served as a guardian against evil – has 
been adapted by local kung fu groups to represent and express their style. Identified by the logos on their 
costumes, these dancers were part of the long-established Ha Kwok Cheung troop. 
 

 
 
Close to the lion dance was something silently interesting – a box for recycling books. The wording is a 
reminder of the fascinating library that the RASHK has built up over the years through generous donations 
of books, many from their members. This specialised library is housed by courtesy of the Hong Kong 
Central Library opposite Victoria Park. Members are entitled to use the library and are warmly encouraged 
to do so. If you find a particular book that interests you, why not send a brief description of it for 
consideration for publication in this Newsletter? 
 
In the meantime, your Council members look forward to seeing you at the many interesting and enjoyable 
RASHK events organised by our hard-working Activities Committee and also at the forthcoming AGM on 
Wednesday, 24 April. 
 
Gillian Bickley 
Vice-President 
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Message from one of your Vice Presidents 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A group of RASHK Council members: 
Sitting from left: Past President Dr Patrick Hase, Vice-President Dr Gillian Bickley, 
Vice-President Dr Helen Tinsley, Hon. Treasurer Mrs Connie Carmichael; 
Standing: Council member Mr Bob Bunker, Hon. Librarian Ms Vivian So, 
Hon. Secretary Mr David McKellar, Hon Journal Editor Dr Stephen Davies. 
 

All photographs, Courtesy and © Gillian Bickley 
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Future Activities 
 

LECTURE 
 

Nose in the Books 
The Making of a Library of the Humanities in the City 

 

Wed • 6 Mar 2019 
 

 
 

First Community Library of the Humanities in Hong Kong taken on 18 Jan 2019 
(Photo Courtesy and © 林振東) 

 
The team behind the first community library of the humanities in Hong Kong will come and tell their story. 
 
The Speakers 

Dr Chloe Lai is a journalist-turned-storyteller. She curates a digital 
story museum named Urban Diary(https://www.urbandiarist.com/en/). 
Urban Diary is a collage of stories which features the arts and crafts of 
the ordinary Hong Kong people that make the city vibrant, diverse and 
resilient. Dr Lai uses engaged journalism to narrate stories of 
everyday life. She firmly believes in discovering different ways of 
living in the ruthlessly development-driven Hong Kong. 

 
Mr Harry Yeung is the librarian of Nose in the Books, the first library of the 
humanities in Hong Kong. He is also an MPhil candidate at the Comparative 
Literature Department, University of Hong Kong. His research focuses on 
critical theory and digital culture. 
 
 
Programme 
Speaker:  Dr Chloe Lai and Mr Harry Yeung 
Date:   Wed, 6 Mar 2019  
Time: Reception desk opens at 6:30 pm; talk starts 7:00 pm 
Venue:  LT4, Centre for Visual Arts, 7A Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels 
Admission:   RAS Members $100; Non-Members / Guests $150 
Booking: Please email [membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk] in advance to reserve your 

place and pay at the door 
 

****** 

https://www.urbandiarist.com/en/
mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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Future Activities 
 

LECTURE 
 

Kaiping, Diaolou & the Tangkou Community Project 
開平、碉樓與塘口社區計劃 

 
Fri • 15 Mar 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chinese New Year Festivities at Tangkou Village 
(Photo Courtesy and © Peter Stuckey) 

 
Kaiping lies just 150 kms west of Hong Kong. It is famous for its unique fortress watchtowers, known as 
diaolou. Over 3 million Chinese emigrated from this county and three of its neighbouring counties. 25% of 
Hong Kong people can claim ancestry to this region.  
 
Starting nine years ago in Cangdong village in Kaiping with an exercise in sustainable conservation, Rocky 
Dang and Dr. Selia Tan received a UNESCO Award of Merit in heritage conservation in 2015 for their 
work in the village.  
 
Following this, Rocky set up the Tangkou Community Project. Tangkou is a beautiful district, set among 
rice paddy, within Kaiping and is home to 500 diaolou. The project helps visitors discover the 
extraordinary history of the district and its vibrant local culture, while at the same time enlivening the 
community and encouraging cultural exchange.  
 
At Tangkou, Rocky has revitalized a disused Hong Kong Watch factory, a metal lampshade factory and the 
old post office and transformed them into an attractive hostel and inn, a restaurant with an open kitchen, a 
bar, a library, a bicycle store and meeting rooms with seminar facilities. With the help of village staff, 
volunteers and interns, the project welcomes scholarly and recreational groups and individuals from the 
Mainland, Hong Kong and overseas. 
 
 
 
 
 



Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong | 2019 
 

7 
 

Future Activities 

 
The Speakers 

Peter Stuckey was born in Plymouth and graduated from 
Cambridge University.  He came to Hong Kong in 1977 as a Civil 
Engineer to work on landslide preventive measures. He served on 
the Activities Committee of the RASHK for over 20 years and was 
Vice President of the Society for seven years.  
 
As well as researching and recording, one of his roles on the project 
is to make it more accessible to English speakers. He will describe 
the background, setting and development of the project. 
 
 
 

Rocky Dang Hue, is an Overseas Chinese, born in Cholon, 
Vietnam. He also came to Hong Kong in 1977 and started his 
travel business, Phoenix Services Agency (HK) Ltd in 1980. He 
returned and worked in Vietnam from 1992-1998 as Chief 
Representative of Barclays Bank in Hanoi.  Together with Peter, 
he has led many of the RASHK regional and overseas visits 
since 2006.  Rocky will detail the aims and prospects of the 
Project. 
 

Programme 
Speakers:  Mr Peter Stuckey and Mr Rocky Dang Hue 
Date:  Fri, 15 Mar 2019 
Time:   Reception desk opens 6:30 pm, for talk beginning at 7:00 pm 
Venue: Café 8 at Pier 8, Hong Kong Maritime Museum, Central 
Admission:  RAS Members $150; Non-members $200 including snacks and a complimentary drink 

– please advise of any special dietary needs 
Booking:  Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve your 

place and pay at the door 
 

****** 
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Future Activities 

 
LOCAL VISIT 

 
Guided Tour of  

THE DRAGON AND THE EAGLE: American Traders in China: A 
Century of Trade from 1784 to 1900 Exhibition 

《花旗飄洋 1784至 1900年遠航來華的美國商人》 展覽導賞團 
 

Sat • 16 Mar 2019 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Dragon & The Eagle Exhibition backdrop at the Hong Kong Maritime Museum  
(Photo Courtesy and © Helen Tinsley) 

 
The dragon and the eagle have long been recognised as the symbols of China and the United States 
respectively. At the end of the eighteenth century, China was the oldest empire in the world, while the 
United States was the youngest republic. Their initial relations began when the first American trading ship, 
the Empress of China, sailed from New York to Canton on Washington’s Birthday, February 22, 1784. The 
distinctive Stars and Stripes inspired the Chinese to refer to America as the “Flowery-Flag” country. 
 
Curated by the Hong Kong Maritime Museum, this long–planned exhibition aims to unfold the history of 
early Sino–American trade in the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. It coincides in 2018 with the 
175th Anniversary of the American Consular presence in Hong Kong. The exhibition is divided into five 
sections, namely “Dreaming of the East”, “Treaty Ports”, “Speeding up the Trade”, “Exotic Tastes”, and 
“Building a Community”. With selections from the prominent collections of the Hong Kong Maritime 
Museum, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Winterthur Museum, the Philadelphia Museum of Art, the 
Peabody Essex Museum, the Independence Seaport Museum, the Baker Library, Harvard Business School, 
The Kelton Foundation, the Swire HK Archive Service, the HSBC Archives, and a number of local and 
US-based collectors (some of whom are RAS members), this exhibition showcases valuable trade goods, 
export artefacts, nautical instruments, and archival materials, demonstrating the two nations’ bilateral 
benefits in maritime trade, commerce and business, marine and nautical technologies, and social and 
cultural developments. The exhibition also serves as a platform for visitors to review this aspect of our 
shared history and the historical ties between these two globally important nations which go back centuries, 
to the birth of Sino-US relations in the late 18th and 19th centuries.  
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Future Activities 
 
RASHK is delighted to invite its members and their guests for an exhibition tour of the rare historical 
artefacts and artworks on display, led by an English-speaking guide from the Hong Kong Maritime 
Museum. Visitors will learn how Captain John Green sailed 18,000 miles from New York for Guangzhou 
on a ship about the same size of the Star Ferry; why wealthy Americans (including the nation’s first 
president George Washington) aspired to purchase “Made in China” goods; and how the first Chinese 
billionaire made his fortune in international trade. 
 
The Tour Guide 
English-speaking guide from the Hong Kong Maritime Museum. 

Programme 
Event Manager:        Dr Helen Tinsley      
Date:   Sat, 16 Mar 2019 
Time: 10: 00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. (assemble at 9.45 a.m.) 
Venue: Hong Kong Maritime Museum, Central Pier No. 8, Hong Kong 
Admission:   Museum entry fees apply 
Booking:             Please email [membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk] in advance 
                                    to reserve your place and pay on entry 
N.B.: 25 pax 

 
****** 

 
AGM 

 
RAS 59th Annual General Meeting & Cocktail Party 

 
Wed • 24 Apr 2019 

 
Please make a note in your diaries that the 59th Annual General Meeting 
will be held at the Hong Kong Club on the evening of Wednesday, 24 
Apr 2019.  Members are warmly invited to attend, to hear reports from 
Council members on their year’s work and elect Council members for 
the coming year.  
 
The AGM itself will commence at 6:30pm. Following the AGM and 
similar to previous years, the Cocktail Party at 7:30pm, will be informal, 
allowing members and guests to mix and mingle freely. Full details will 
be sent out to members separately.  
 
 
 
 
 

Exterior of The Hongkong Club 
(Photo Courtesy and © Ivy Ho) 

 
 

  

mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk


Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong | 2019 
 

10 
 

Future Activities of General Interest 

EXHIBITION 
 

For Blessings and Guidance: 
the Qianlong Emperor’s Design for State Sacrificial Vessels 

 
Sat • 26 Jan - Sun • 5 May 

Gallery I, Art Museum, The Chinese University of Hong Kong 

With significant donations from Dr. Iain Clark and Mr. Anthony Cheung 
of Huaihaitang, the Art Museum now boasts the largest repository of 
Qing ritual vessels outside of the Palace Museum. Made primarily of 
glazed porcelains after ancient bronzes, Qing ritual vessels have been 
overlooked by ceramics experts and bronze specialists. However, these 
objects were of utmost significance in activating state rituals during the 
Qing period. The Qianlong emperor took it upon himself to standardize 
the forms of these objects to ensure that the rites were performed 
properly. This exhibition investigates the production and function of this 
distinct group of objects. 

 
 

 

 

****** 

INVITATION 
 

Proverse Spring Reception 
 

Thursday, 25 Apr 2019 
Blue Room, The Helena May, 35 Garden Road, 7.00-9.00pm 

RASHK members and friends are cordially invited to the Proverse Spring Reception. 

Finalists for the Proverse Prize for unpublished fiction, non-fiction or poetry 2018 will be announced. 
Winners in the for 2018 Proverse Poetry Prize (single poems) will be given their awards 

HKD190 includes entry and complimentary canapés. There will be a cash bar. 

Registration and full details from: http://www.proversepublishing.com/25_april_2019_event_register 

 
****** 

http://www.proversepublishing.com/25_april_2019_event_register
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Recent Activities 

 
The Beiyang Warlords: War and Politics 

參觀「北洋軍 • 政 • 歲月」展覽 
 

Written by Jennifer Eagleton 

The Beiyang warlord era was a period when national 
authority in China disintegrated and the country broke 
apart into a jigsaw of regions, each controlled by 
powerful local leaders. Warlordism was to some extent a 
culmination of internal divisions that emerged in late 
Qing China. The Beiyang warlords began in 1895 when 
Yuan Shikai began training soldiers in Xiaozhan, Tianjin 
and ended in 1928. Beiyang warlords ceased to exist as a 
viable political force with the success of the Northern 
Exhibition.  

 

A rather complex history was made vividly clear (in addition to a number of fascinating anecdotes) by our 
docent, RAS member Dr Kwong Chi Man, an assistant professor at Baptist University, whose PhD subject 
was this period of Chinese history. He really made this part of Chinese history come alive, presenting some 
different and nuanced perspectives. For more than 20 RAS members who were fortunate to attend, it was 
also a great opportunity to ask questions and learn more from an expert historian of this period. 

Interestingly Dr Kwong said that scholars prefer to use the word “militarist” rather than “warlord” because 
warlords refers to soldiers who establish a separatist regime by force of arms. Warlords have absolute 
power of an area they control while the armed forces only follow the orders of the warlord or military 
governor. 

Certain scholars have said that this period showed that in modern China political power could not be 
divorced from military power, but the ultimate failure of the Beiyang warlords demonstrated that military 
power alone was not enough for continuous political power. 

Interestingly the armies of these warlords received modern and systematic training from German 
instructors in military academies. 

Artefacts from the Tianjin Museum, the Hong Kong Museum of History, the Tung Wah Group of 
Hospitals and collectors, illustrated the rise and development of the Beiyang warlords. Highlight of the 
exhibition included a contract for purchase of weapons from Mitsui & Co and Okura & Co of Japan, a 
letter from Yuan Shikai to his family, an officer’s sword decorated with nine lions, and a plaque bearing 
the words “charity brings happiness to the giver” presented to Tung Wah Hospital by the warlord Feng 
Guozhang.  

Some of our RAS members even took the chance to play “warlord dress-up” in an adjacent room, at the 
end of the exhibition. 
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Recent Activities 

 
Trip to Northern Thailand & Laos 

 
Written by Veronica Pearson 

 

Wat Rong Khun (White Temple) 

 

From 11th to 18th January 2019, twenty-four of us joined 
Peter Stuckey and Rocky Dang, our expert organizers and 
tour leaders, for this memorable journey. This report is 
designed to give a flavour of our tour rather than a precise 
record of all we did and saw and will focus on what was 
most memorable. We started out in Chiang Rai and, it 
being Thailand, there were temples aplenty. Most notable 
and utterly different were the historic and important Wat 
Phra Kaew (Emerald Buddha Temple) and the modern Wat 
Rong Khun (the White Temple). The latter is a work in 
progress, designed by a modern artist Chalermchai 
Kositpipat who expressed a wish that the project should be 
extended and developed for at least 70 years after his 
death. It comes with a lighter touch, at least on one back 
wall of one of the buildings. Your RAS members took 
delight in identifying various rather modern figures; H. 
Potter on his broomstick, Captain Jack Sparrow of the 
Black Pearl, Voldermort and others we would have needed 
our grandchildren’s help to identify! 

Then there was the Black House (Baandam Museum, hard to classify 
but definitely not a temple) consisting of a number of beautifully 
constructed wooden buildings with impressively carved massive, 
wooden doors. This was also best seen as an on-going artwork 
expressing a particular, bizarre artistic vision. Bones, animal skins, 
antlers and phalluses were all prominently featured; the overall effect 
was both beautiful and remarkable. 

The Black House 
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Recent Activities 

On our drive to the border with Laos we visited the Opium 
Museum, set in very pretty grounds, and almost deserted – except 
for us. Perhaps because of the Hong Kong connection to the 
history of opium in SE Asia, most of us found it fascinating; 
attractively designed, informative and thorough. We showed a 
distinct reluctance to leave! 

 

 

Monks receiving alms in the early 
morning 

Our boat on the Mekong 

We crossed into Laos from Chiang Kong to Huay Hai on the 
Mekong River and found our boat – our transport for the next 2 
days and which we had all to ourselves. In a small, admittedly 
not fully representative poll of participants, our boat trip down 
the Mekong got most votes as the favourite activity - 
particularly the first day when the sun shone! The scenery alone 
is spectacular (including karst mountains) and was interspersed 
with visits to local villages and Buddha caves. Worthy of a 
special mention were the lunches prepared on board, the 
constant supply of hot drinks and the snack table that Rocky 
kept well-supplied with fruit, nuts, chips, biscuits (various) and 
most notably – a Marks and Spencers Christmas cake! 

After an overnight stop in a very comfortable hotel, we 
arrived in Luang Prabang. 820 hectares of this city has 
been recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage site. It 
includes the old Royal Palace, now a National Museum and 
many Buddhist temples, including the sixteenth century 
Wat Xieng Thong and the eighteenth century Wat Mai, plus 
buildings from the French colonial period. One glorious 
day was spent visiting the Kuang Si waterfalls, requiring a 
bit of a walk which repaid the effort 10-fold. Luang 
Prabang is a place to return to; to wander its streets and 
appreciate at leisure.  
 

Sunset from hotel 
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Recent Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hmong Girl 

For a small country Laos is complicated. It has a population 
of 6.5 million, divided into 4 major ethnic groups, the Lao, 
Yao, Mong and Akha who are in turn divided into 80 sub-
groups, many with their own language. Its recent history has 
been somewhat turbulent and compared with its big-brother 
neighbour – Thailand – it is relatively undeveloped. This 
state of affairs (for good or bad) cannot last for long – so put 
it on your ‘must visit’ list if you haven’t already! 

 

It is a feature of RAS trips that the company is congenial, contains high levels of expertise covering a wide 
range of topics and is inclined to be friendly and inclusive. Single travellers never feel excluded and there 
is always someone to talk to. I am one so am speaking from experience! If you are travelling alone and are 
interested in one of the RAS holidays - go for it! 

And finally, from all 24 of us; our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to Peter and Rocky for their hard work, 
expertise, patience and kindness in making this such a positive and memorable experience for us all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The RASHK group in front of the Prabang Temple in Luang Prabang 

Photo Courtesy and © Peter Stuckey 
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Recent Activities  

 
Members’ Night 

 
Two of our long-standing members, Martin Merz and Ann-si Li each gave a talk on Members’ Night at 
Café 8, Hong Kong Maritime Museum on Friday, 25th January 2019. Martin’s talk was titled ‘A 
Challenging Narrative’ and Ann-si Li’s talk was on ‘My Experiences with Traditional Chinese Veterinary 
Medicine (TCVM) in Hong Kong’. Members had an enjoyable evening. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Photos Courtesy and © Anne-si Li and Ivy Ho 
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Recent Activities 

Heritage Guided Tour of The Hong Kong Jockey Club  
University of Chicago Heritage Courtyard and Interpretation Centre 

香港賽馬會芝加哥大學文物庭院及展示中心古蹟導賞團 
 

Written by Russell Harding 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RAS Group Photo at the University of Chicago Heritage Courtyard & Interpretation Centre 

The 17th of February 2019 was the kind of day when the weather couldn’t decide whether it was going to 
be hot or cold, sunny or cloudy, windy or breathless.  Feeling much the same as the weather when I got off 
at the last stop of HK Island bus route No. 1 and walked across the road, I wasn’t sure whether I liked what 
had been done to the old Jubilee Gun Battery cum Special Branch (SB) Detention Centre. 

For a start, I wasn’t sure that an old SB detention centre would be something worth preserving for future 
generations, especially given the normal standards of late 20th century police buildings.  On the other hand, 
I was aware that the Jockey Club had put a fair amount of dosh into the preservation, and have been very 
impressed with what they have done at Tai Kwun (potential conflict of interest disclaimer here - I am 
currently being paid by the Jockey Club, and have been paid by the Police in the past), though of course 
they had a lot more to work with at Tai Kwun. 

I also wondered ‘Why the University of Chicago?’ of all the possible institutions that could take over a 
Hong Kong heritage site, especially this one. 
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Recent Activities 

Unlike Tai Kwun however, I had never, in my Police 
career, had reason to wander around in the SB 
detention centre, since I stuck to GHC (good honest 
criminals) and avoided the political stuff.  There were 
rumours about the kind of things that could happen to 
you if you ended up being looked after by SB – mostly 
along the lines of being forgotten by the rest of the 
world, but my colleagues who did work there always 
assured me the worst they ever did to people was to 
leave the lights on so they couldn’t sleep, and no one 
was there for that long.  Interestingly enough, that is 
almost exactly what we were told by the University of 

Chicago staff about detention conditions when we visited.  The venue was also used by Witness Protection 
Unit, but it was supposed to be secret - which obviously worked with me.  

The main heritage buildings were old British army blocks built either in connection with the gun battery or 
possibly when the site was used by the Royal Engineers, who left their mark with a bridge between two 
blocks with ‘RE’ on.  There wasn’t very much to link them back to that period however, but the fact they 
had been used as detention cells by SB was far more obvious.  The heritage preservation and restoration on 
the detention centre had been very well done, given the rather unpromising starting proposition of 
preserving a few old cells, and somehow, by making use of the stories of guards and detainees, and some 
detective work on the structure (remaining imprints of very small 4’x 6’ detention cells), they had managed 
to engage the interest of the visitor on what happened there and how everything was run, and generally 
made it a lot more interesting than I expected.  I was left, once again, with the same impression that I had 
from Tai Kwun – if the Jockey Club put’s its muscle behind these kind of projects they can work our really 
well, even if the starting material is not obviously very promising. 

A little lower down the hill is one of the old gun 
emplacements which has also been preserved, 
along with several layers of subsequent use, and, 
from the staff, associated bat stories. Being a gun 
emplacement it was built in a position to overlook 
the main westerly sea route into Hong Kong, and 
this positioning gives the whole site it’s signature 
attribute - a tremendous view of the sea and islands 
to the west of Hong Kong (and possibly the future 
Carrie Lam City that will make the sea part of the 
sea view rather substantial than it is now). 
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Recent Activities 

The University of Chicago part of the complex 
has been added onto the original buildings 
rather than (mostly) re-using them.  There is a 
large flame-of-the-forest tree in a prime 
position, and the architects have developed 
this into a ‘tree of knowledge’ concept that 
underpins the addition of the classrooms, 
which curve around the tree, and float over the 
old buildings in a way that both makes the 
most of aforementioned spectacular view, and 
does it’s bit to dramatically improve the visual 

impact of the site on the visitor.  We were told we would have to be studying at the University’s rather 
expensive postgraduate or other courses in order to enter the floating classrooms, but we did get to see the 
old Royal Engineers mess which has been turned into a modern classroom cum conference room whilst 
preserving the wood, fireplace and details of the room. 

We spent some time at the end of the visit in the student 
centre watching some very informative videos about the 
previous users of the site, including the military, 
refugees from the communist takeover of China, the 
great leap forwards etc, Special Branch (SB) detainees 
(who seemed remarkably sanguine about their sojourn 
at Her Majesties Pleasure), Witness Protection Unit, and 
the architects and builders who had worked on the site.  
The videos did a good job of linking the history to the 
present buildings and in helping us to understand why 
things are as they are there. 

So, it was after a surprisingly enjoyable few hours 
we returned to the No. 1 bus terminus across the 
road, and went in search of the one thing they don’t 
appear to have at the U of C campus – something to 
eat.  But in answer to the sunny or not related 
question about whether I liked what had been done 
there, I have to answer that I was, overall, very 
impressed with how a silk purse can be made from 
what to all intents and purposes appeared to be a 
sow’s ear.  Oh, and why the University of Chicago – 
the nearest explanation we were given was that they 

had relocated from Singapore where the venue had been an old temple, so where else were they to go than 
an old SB detention centre in Hong Kong? 

Photos Courtesy and © Pamela Ball & Peter Geldart  
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Recent Activities 

LECTURE 
 

The Proposed Archives Law:  
A Step Forward or a Step Backward? 

 
The Law Reform Commission’s consultation document was released in December 2018 and the deadline 
for feedback response is 5th March 2019 (e-link is https://www.hkreform.gov.hk/en/publications/archiveslaw.htm). 
On Wednesday, 20th February 2019, Mr. Simon Chu and Mr. Maurice Chan shared their opinion and 
pathways for those interested in responding to the proposed Archives Law at the Centre for Visual Arts, 
Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Photos Courtesy and © Connie Carmichael 

  

https://www.hkreform.gov.hk/en/publications/archiveslaw.htm
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Recent Activities 

LECTURE 
 

Collecting Antiquarian Books on China 
 
On Tuesday, 26th February 2019, Mr Lorence Johnston of Lok Man Rare Books gave a talk on collecting 
antiquarian books on China at Blue Room, The Helena May. Lorence even brought some samples to show 
us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Photos Courtesy and © Lok Man Rare Books, Tom Cohen and Ivy Ho 
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Of General Interest 

St John’s Cathedral Shop 
 

Arrangements have been made with St John’s Cathedral Bookshop for 
copies of RASHK journals Vols. 55 - 58 and the book ‘Hong Kong Going, 
Gone’ to be sold through the shop. It is hoped that Members will actively 
support this facility and encourage others to purchase Society publications 
from the Bookshop. Their email address is: 
<bookstor@stjohnscathedral.org.hk> 

****** 

2019 Membership Renewal 
 

Members are reminded that renewals were due on 1st January 2019. If you currently pay by cheque and 
would prefer the convenience of paying by Direct Debit, please contact the Administrator for a Direct 
Debit Authorization form on <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk>. Those of you who pay by 
Standing Order are requested to please ensure that the Order is for the appropriate amount. 

Annual 
Hong Kong Resident - Individual / Institutional  HK$750 

Hong Kong Resident - Joint / Family HK$1,100 

Hong Kong Resident – Student* HK$50 

* in full time education – please enclose a photocopy of your student ID. 

Life 
Life – Single HK$10,500 

Life – Joint HK$15,400 

Overseas 
Overseas - Annual HK$450 

Overseas - Life HK$6,300 
 

****** 
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Membership Renewal 
 

 Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch 
 Membership Application Form 2019 

 
 
 
 

Name: Dr. / Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. / Miss * _______________________________________             
Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________  
Occupation: ___________________________________________________________       
E-mail (Please write clearly): ______________________________________________   
Tel: (Home) _______________ (Mobile) _______________ (Office) ______________ 
How did you hear about us? _______________________________________________ 
Signature: _______________________________________ Date: _________ 

 
 
Individual HK$ 750  
Joint HK$ 1,100 
Student* HK$ 50 
Institutional HK$ 750 
Overseas (Single) HK$ 450 
Overseas (Life) HK$ 6,300 
Life HK$ 10,500 
Joint Life  HK$ 15,400 

 
Annual Subscriptions as at 1 January 2017 

 
Please tick as appropriate 
 
*Full-time students only – please attach a copy of valid student ID 
 
In the interests of efficiency and economy, we strongly encourage members to pay subscriptions by Autopay. You 
may complete the Direct Debit Authorisation form on the attached page and return the original with this application 
form to the address below.  The Debtor’s Reference will be completed by the RAS. 
If, however, you prefer to pay by cheque please send it with this application form.  
Overseas members without a bank account in Hong Kong may pay by USD or GBP cheque or bank draft payable 
to “Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch”, plus HK$100 to cover bank service fees. 
 
Please send all completed applications and payments to: 
The Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch, G.P.O. Box 3864, Hong Kong S.A.R 
Enquiries: membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 
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Publications 
 

PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM 
 
Journals Price HK$ Qty Order 
Vols. 1 - 53 $50.00 each ___ _____ 
Vols. 54 - 58 $150.00 each ___ _____ 

 
Books 
Hong Kong Going and Gone $120.00 ___ _____ 
A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street$300.00 ___ _____ 
 
P&P within HK Overseas (surface/registered) 
A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street$55.00 $130.00  _____ 
Full set of Journals $260.00 price on request _____ 
All other volumes (per volume) $25.00 $65.00  _____ 
       
           TOTAL      HK$ _________  
 
 
Please send the order & cheque, payable to Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch, to RASHKB, 
G.P.O. Box 3864, Hong Kong. We accept US$ or GBP cheques at exchange rates of US$1=HK$8 / 
GBP1=HK$11, but please also add US$15/ GBO10.50 per cheque to cover bank charges incurred in 
clearing your cheque. 
 

****** 
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Publications 
 

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY HONG KONG STUDIES SERIES 
 

   

   

   
 
There are now twenty-six titles in the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Studies Series. The above is a 
small selection of the titles available. For full details, please see our website 
<www.royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> and Ride Subsidy Fund <http://www.royalasiaticsociety.org.hk/sir/> 
by clicking on these links. 
 

 
   

****** 
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Contact Details 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Position Name Phone Fax E-mail 

President Vacant    

Vice-President Dr Gillian Bickley 2259 3456   2688 0546  gbickley@hkbu.edu.hk 

Vice-President Dr Helen Tinsley 9034 2241  fulttins@netvigator.com 

Immediate Past 
President 

Mr Michael Broom 2719 4974 2719 4958 stgeorge_hk@yahoo.co.uk 

Past President Mr Robert Nield  2540 0722   2335 5470  hiflyer@netvigator.com 

Past President  Dr Patrick Hase 2658 6529   2658 5400  patrickhhase@gmail.com 

Hon. Secretary Mr David McKellar 2843 2493   2103 5996  mckellar@graduate.hku.hk 

Hon. Treasurer Ms Connie Carmichael 2994 2488    connie.carmichael@gmail.com 

Hon. Librarian Ms Vivian So 2859 7011   2857 2048  vwyso@hku.hk 

Hon. Editor Dr Stephen Davies 3917 5034  stephen.davies79@gmail.com 

Hon. Activities 
Coordinator 

Dr Helen Tinsley 9034 2241  fulttins@netvigator.com 

 

Hon. Archivist Mr Garfield Lam 2219 4544  kfglam@hku.hk 

Council Member Ms Davina Lee 9196 5934  dioramaprojects@gmail.com 

Council Member Mr Donald Gasper 9187 8144  don_gasper@outlook.com 

Council Member Mr Robert Bunker 9037 6407  rbunker@netvigator.com 

 
OTHER USEFUL CONTACT 

Position Name Phone  E-mail  

Administrator 

(Part-time) 

Ms Ivy Ho 2234 5011  membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk  

 
****** 

mailto:gbickley@hkbu.edu.hk
mailto:fulttins@netvigator.com
mailto:stgeorge_hk@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:hiflyer@netvigator.com
mailto:mckellar@graduate.hku.hk
mailto:connie.carmichael@gmail.com
mailto:vwyso@hku.hk
mailto:stephen.davies79@gmail.com
mailto:fulttins@netvigator.com
mailto:kfglam@hku.hk
mailto:dioramaprojects@gmail.com
mailto:don_gasper@outlook.com
mailto:rbunker@netvigator.com
mailto:info@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk

