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President’s Message 
 

According to one weather source April in Hong Kong was the most humid 

month for forty-five years. It certainly was wet and very sticky but fortunately 

this did not impede our 56
th

 Annual General Meeting which took place on 

Friday, 22
nd

 April in the Hong Kong Club, more of that later. For those of us 

living in the rural areas and outlying islands the sight of waterfalls cascading 

down the mountains and hillsides was quite a spectacle. April was also marked 

by some very special anniversaries notably the ninetieth birthday of HM The 

Queen and the four hundredth anniversary of the death of William Shakespeare. 

I wonder how many members enjoyed the performances of the Royal 

Shakespeare Company in this year’s Hong Kong Arts Festival. Sharing the Queen’s special birthday year 

in 2016 are three life members of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong, who have in recent weeks marked, 

or soon will mark, their ninetieth birthdays. They are Mrs Anne Marden, MBE, Dr Verner Bickley, MBE 

and Captain John Mackenzie, Chevalier de la Legion d’Honneur. On behalf of the Council and all 

members of the Society, I would like to extend our congratulations and best wishes to each of you for your 

happiness and good health in the future and hope you continue to enjoy many more years as members of 

the RASHK. Both Anne Marden and Verner Bickley are familiar faces at events in Hong Kong but not 

many of us have had the privilege of meeting John Mackenzie who served in the Gordon Highlanders in 

the final months of World War II and saw combat action in Holland and Germany. John was one of several 

British veterans, who in late 2015, were appointed by HE the President of France to be a Chevalier de la 

Legion d’Honneur (Knight of the Legion of Honour) in recognition of his military service during the 

liberation of Europe. Once again I would like to offer our congratulations to him on the award of this 

prestigious decoration. 

 

Nearly fifty members attended the recent AGM which was similar in format to last year. The business side 

of the meeting started promptly and was expeditiously despatched which gave members a good opportunity 

to enjoy the buffet reception organised by Robert Nield. I am pleased to say that some interesting ideas 

were suggested by members which is why Council are keen to see the AGM follow this format. I fully 

appreciate that some members would like to see a dinner event, but the AGM is not thought suitable for 

this. Your Council would very much like to hear member’s opinions on the type of other events you would 

like to see and whether members would be willing to help organise such an event. The election of your new 

Council has seen some changes this year. These include Dr Helen Tinsley taking over from me as Hon 

Activities Co-ordinator and Mrs Anna McCormick succeeding Ms Stacy Gould as Hon Archivist. At the 

same time Mr Maurice Chan is stepping down as a councillor. I would like to thank all those members of 

Council, including those who are standing down, together with the members of the Editorial Board, under 

Dr Stephen Davies and the Trustees of the Sir Lindsay and Lady Ride Trust Fund, under Mr John 

Strickland, for all their time and enthusiasm over the past year, thank you everyone. 

 

I mentioned during my address to members that progress had been made in two areas especially. These 

were the receipt of royalty payments which had been brought about by the work done by the Hon 

Librarian, Ms Edith Chan and secondly the revision of the Society’s website which has been steered by Ms 

Davina Lee. The revised website has been available for a few weeks now and I encourage every member to 

take time to view it and let Davina or me have your feedback. We are particularly interested to know how 

useful you find the website and whether there is anything else you would like to see included. Can I also 

take this opportunity to remind all members that the deadline for paying 2016 subscriptions has now 

passed. Please do check your accounts and ensure that your subscription has been paid promptly, 

preferably by autopay. This saves a great deal of precious time. Another matter which does concern me is 

that of membership. Once again this is an area where you, the members can directly get involved. It would 

be amazing to think what would happen if only 5% or 10% of our members introduced a single member 

this year. That would boost our subscription income by a considerable  



Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong 2016 
 

4 
 

President’s Message 
 

amount. If any member has any ideas on how we can build our membership please speak up, your 

suggestions are most welcome. 

 

As noted in the AGM the past year was a very active one for the Society and I hope we can continue to 

look forward to a similar level of activity in the coming months. To achieve this, your support as members 

is crucial. I need you, the members to attend meetings more often and to bring your friends and colleagues 

along to the meetings. We also need more members to give their time and energy on the Activities 

Committee and Council. If you think you can help or have expertise in a certain area please do let me or 

any member of Council know. 

 

 

Michael Broom 

President 
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Future Activities 
 

LECTURE 
 

The First Nepalese Mission to the West 
 

Friday • 27
th

 May 2016 
 

John Whelpton's talk will look at the 1850 visit to London and Paris by Jang Bahadur Rana, founder of the 

Rana family regime which ruled Nepal from 1846 to 1951. As the first Hindu head of government to cross 

the kalo pani (`black water’) and travel to Europe, Jang was a media sensation, while his first-hand 

observation of British power led him to side with the East India Company against the revolt of 1857 in 

northern India. The speaker will draw on material from his book Jang Bahadur in Europe: The First 

Nepalese Mission to the West, the second edition of which will be released in Kathmandu in mid-April 

(see http://www.mandalabookpoint.com/main_details.php?sid=395&cat=Anthropology).   The book 

includes a translation and commentary of Jang Bahadurko Belait-Yatra, an anonymous account of the visit 

probably written by one of Jang’s travelling companions, together with extracts from contemporary British 

and French press coverage and material from the memoirs of Britons involved with the mission,. After 

explaining the background and course of the visit, the speaker will examine the impressions made by each 

side on the other, focusing particularly on the difficulties in complying with caste rules in Britain, the 

contrast in relations between the sexes in South Asia and Europe, and the way in which the author of the 

Belait-Yatra interpreted British institutions, The talk will end by discussing the mysteries concerning the 

claim of a Muslim aristocrat executed by the British in 1858 as a rebel spy to have been Jang’s secretary 

and the fate of Moti Lal Singh, the Nepali crossing sweeper taken into Jang’s employment after a chance 

meeting in London and now celebrated as the first of his countrymen known to have visited Britain.. 
 

The Speaker 

After graduating in Classics from Trinity College, Oxford, Dr. John 

Whelpton taught English with VSO in Nepal at campuses of Tribhuvan 

University from 1972 to 1974 and has since returned regularly to Nepal for 

research on history and politics. From 1975-81 he worked in the Ministry of 

Defence in London as an Administration Trainee and Higher Executive 

Officer, afterwards joining the School of Oriental and African studies as a 

doctoral student and editor of South Asia Research. His dissertation on the 

rise of Jang Bahadur Rana and the structure of Nepalese politics in the mid-

19th century was published by Manohar in 1990 as Kings, Soldiers and 

Priests and his other publications include A History of Nepal (Cambridge University Press, 2005) and 

(edited with David Gellner and Joanna-Pfaff-Czarnecka) Nationalism and Ethnicity in Nepal (Vajra Books, 

2008). He worked as a NET in Hong Kong secondary schools from 1987 to 2010 and has since then taught 

Latin at HKU-SPACE, the Comitato della Dante Alighieri di Hong Kong and elsewhere, He is treasurer of 

the Hong Kong Anthropological Society, honorary research associate of the Chinese University of Hong 

Kong and convenor of the Circulus Latinus Honcongensis. He also maintains his own website at 

http://linguae.weebly.com with material on Nepal at http://linguae.weebly.com/nepali.html and full 

publications list at http://linguae.weebly.com/publications.html 

 

Programme 

Speaker:  Dr John Whelpton 

Date: Friday, 27
th

 May 2016 

Time: 6:30pm Reception opens, 7.00 pm Lecture starts 

Venue:  Auditorium, L4, Centre for Visual Arts, 7A Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels 

Admission: RAS Members $100; Non-Members / Guests $150 

Booking: Please email membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk in advance to reserve your place 

and pay at the door 

****** 

http://www.mandalabookpoint.com/main_details.php?sid=395&cat=Anthropology
http://linguae.weebly.com/
http://linguae.weebly.com/nepali.html
http://linguae.weebly.com/publications.html
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LECTURE 
 

The Gap Rock Lighthouse 
 

Thursday • 16
th

 June 2016 

 

Background 

In 1875 and 1876 the lighthouses at Cape D’ Aguilar, Green Island and Cape Collinson were opened. 

There were also proposals to build lighthouses on Gap Rock Island and Waglan Island but no agreement 

was reached until May 1888, the Chinese Foreign Office instructed the Imperial Chinese Maritime 

Customs to be in charge of the construction of the Gap Rock Lighthouse and delegated to the Kowloon 

Customs for its implementation. The Imperial Qing Government paid $7,500 for the construction and an 

annual maintenance fee of $750.  

 

Construction 

The construction works included the Light Tower, the European and the Chinese Quarters.  The lantern 

contained a revolving light of the first order at 43m above the mean sea level, would be visible at a distance 

of 32km in clear weather.  The buildings were constructed using brickwork and cladded with dressed 

granite blocks. The Light Tower, flanked by the European Quarters, contains a basement with storage 

space and a water tank, surmounted by two floors for the accommodation of the keepers. The Chinese 

Quarters, connected by a short passage to the European Quarters, also housed the Telegraph Clerk.   

 

On 1 September 1890, the foundation stone was laid by Sir Francis Fleming, the Acting Governor. With a 

total cost of $192,008.38, the light was exhibited on 1 April 1892. The Lighthouse has an extra function in 

supplying the weather information to Hong Kong Observatory.  

 

Repair and Maintenance  

In 1893, all glass windows of the Lighthouse were damaged by a severe typhoon. A British consultant 

suggested rebuilding the Lighthouse on the northern part of the Island. The idea was dropped due to 

extremely high construction costs.  

 

Post Second World War 

The Island was occupied by Japanese army in 1940s and the Government of The People’s Republic of 

China took over the control in 1950.  In July 1986, a solar cell system was installed for the light and the 

cook house was converted into a heliport.  

 

Summary  

The Gap Rock Lighthouse is a very distinctive piece of heritage with both tangible and intangible values. It 

was the first ever joint venture between the Qing Dynasty and the British Government.   The Lighthouse 

was administered by Hong Kong Colonial Government until 1950. The Lighthouse has been wholly 

returned to China and is now operated on an automation system despite the severe damages during the war. 
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The Speaker 

Ir Dr. S. W. Poon is an Adjunct Professor of Department of 

Real Estate and Construction at The University of Hong 

Kong. He was Programme Director of BSc in Surveying and 

MSc in Construction Project Management and Real Estate, 

and Acting Head/Deputy Head of the Department. 

 

Dr. Poon obtained his MSc in Construction and PhD from 

Loughborough University, U.K. He is a Corporate Member of 

the Hong Kong Institution of Engineers, the Institution of 

Structural Engineer and Chartered Institution of Water and 

Environmental Management in the UK.  

 

His research work includes temporary works design and construction, and investigation of accidents and 

failures during construction. During the last few years his research interest extends to the historical 

construction works such as quarrying and lighthouses in Hong Kong.  

 

Programme 

Speaker:  Dr S W Poon 

Date: Thursday, 16
th

 June 2016 

Time: 6:30pm Reception opens, 6.45pm Lecture starts 

Venue:  8/F Extension Services Room, City Hall Library, High Block, Central 

Admission: No charge, free admission  

N.B. Please note earlier start time 

 

 
****** 
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Future Activities 
VISIT 

 

Shanxi Trip: Datong, Wutaishan (Mt Wutai), Pingyao, Taiyuan 
 

September 2016 

 

Shanxi Province is a cradle of Chinese civilization and culture. Our visit will be a natural follow-on to 

those who joined our Silk Road tour in July 2015 but for those who may not yet have visited the Silk Road, 

Shanxi provides a splendid introduction to Chinese history and heritage. Shanxi is not only steeped in 

history but many of its walled settlements and temples, its architectural features and cave sculptures remain 

in remarkably good condition. It also enjoys much attractive scenery. 

 

Datong in the north of the Province was once capital in the Northern Wei period 

and just outside it we shall be visiting the impressive Liao dynasty Huayan Temple 

with its fine deva statues. Nearby the magnificent wooden bracketed Shanhua 

temple buildings house fine carvings of the Buddha and of celestial generals. The 

Yungang grottoes contain superb Buddhist cave statues and art dating from the 

Northern Wei (386 to 534 AD). Supported precariously against a near vertical cliff 

the Hanging Monastery seems an improbable structure to stand the test of time but 

it houses many fine ancient carvings of Buddhas. 

 

The Yingxian wooden pagoda was constructed in the Liao dynasty over 900 years 

ago. The nine storey pagoda is 67 m high.  

 

Mt. Wutai is one of the “Four Sacred Buddhism Mountains” 

in China. (The other three are Mt. Emei in Sichuan Province, 

Mt. Putuoshan in Zhejiang Province and Mt. Jiuhua in Anhui 

Province). The peaks of this mountain rise to over 3,000 

metres. The lower slopes are beautifully wooded and are 

home to numerous temples, shrines and pagodas. The upper 

slopes are more reminiscent of alpine meadows. 

 

We shall then head back to Taiyuan in the centre of the 

Province and its capital. Just to the south we shall visit the 

ancient town of Pingyao. Its huge 14th century town walls 

and gates, together with the location of its wells, were 

designed to represent, in plan, a turtle, symbol of longevity. The old town is relatively authentic with 

genuinely ancient towers, many Ming and Qing buildings and considerable charm. 

 

To round off the tour we shall include the Shanxi Museum, well recognized as one of the better Provincial 

museums, which covers many aspects of Shanxi culture. 

 

We have chosen what should be an attractive time to visit Shanxi with the comfortable autumn after the 

summer rains and before the winter freeze.   

 

(Photos courtesy Peter Stuckey) 
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Future Activities 
Tentative Outline itinerary – subject to refinement 

 

 
 

Day 01  HKG – Taiyuan – Datong:  by flight @2.5 hours and coach @ 4 hours 

Direct flight to Taiyuan. Arrive about 3 pm. Met at airport and transfer to Datong by coach @ 4 hours. 

Dinner and overnight in Datong. 

 

Day 02  Datong: Hanging Monastery, Huayan Temple and the Yungang Grottoes.  

By coach, our first stop is Yungang Grottoes stretching for about 1 km from west to east. Move on to 

Huayan Temple on the western side of Datong city, the largest and most well preserved temple of the Liao 

and Jin dynasties in China. After lunch, continue to the Shanhua Monastery of the Tang Dynasty, located 

in central Datong within the old city walls. Overnight at same hotel in Datong. 

 

Day 03  Datong – Wutaishan (Mt.Wutai) by coach @ 4 hours  

In the morning, visit the Hanging temple in Hunyuan County and the Wooden Pagoda in Yingxian County, 

the oldest and largest wooden Buddhist pagoda existing in the world. After lunch transfer to Wutaishan by 

coach. Overnight at Wutaishan. 

 

Day 04  Wutaishan – Taiyuan  by coach @ 4 hours 

Full day tour to Mt. Wutai and its temples. We will visit Pusa Ding, Xiantong Temple and Ten Thousand 

Buddha Pavillion. 

Taihuai Town is the cultural centre of Mt. Wutai. There are many temples in this area such as Xiantong 

Temple, Manjusri Temple, Tayuan Temple, Shuxiang Temple, etc. 

Late afternoon drive to Taiyuan (about 4 hours). Overnight at hotel in Taiyuan. 

 

Day 05  Taiyuan – Pingyao – Taiyuan  by coach @ 2 hours each way 

Full day in UNESCO World Heritage Site - Pingyao. This well-preserved ancient town was capital of the 

Emperor Yao. During the Qing Dynasty Pingyao was a financial centre for China. Overnight at the same 

hotel in Taiyuan. 

 

Day 06  Taiyuan – Hong Kong  by flight. Dpt. about 3 pm 

In the morning we check out of the hotel and visit the Shanxi Museum followed by the Meng Shan Giant 

Stone Buddha. Originally carved in the Northern Qi dynasty in the 6th Century AD, it is some 63m high, 

though its head was repaired only recently. After lunch we transfer to the airport for our flight to Hong 

Kong. 

 

Estimated cost: HK$ 14,360 per pax. Single supplement HK$ 2,200. Non-member surcharge  

HK$ 700. 

Tour price includes flights, accommodation, all meals, entrance fees, transport and basic tips.  

Tour price does not include for visa, travel insurance or beverages. 

 

For bookings and enquiries please contact 

Rocky Dang at rockydang@yahoo.com  or  tel. 91823483 

Or Peter Stuckey at peterstuckey@yahoo.com.hk  or  tel. 92324284 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qing_Dynasty
mailto:rockydang@yahoo.com
mailto:peterstuckey@yahoo.com.hk
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The Radiant Ming 1368 – 1644 Exhibition 
 

Saturday • 5
th

 March 2016 

Written by Jennifer Eagleton 
 

“Radiant” as in “sending out light; shining or glowing brightly” is 

certainly an apt description of the Ming artefacts that are part of 

the Hong Kong Museum of History’s current exhibition (open till 

11 April 2016). An enthusiastic group of RAS members were led 

on through the exhibition with assistant curator Carol S W Lau, 

who thoroughly and comprehensively detailed the history behind 

the many objects on display. 
 

The exhibition was made possible through the support of the Min 

Chiu Society (敏求精舍), group devoted to enhancing 

appreciation for Chinese art through showcasing its 

internationally acclaimed private collections. The Society derives 

its name from a line from the Analects of Confucius: “The master said, ‘I was not born with knowledge 

but, being fond of antiquity, I am quick to seek it.’” (我非生而知之者, 好古敏以求之者也). 
 

In its 276-year span, the might and sophistication of 

Ming dynasty China was obviously reflected in it culture 

and the arts and crafts it produced. Around 300-odd 

objects were arranged by reign period in various 

categories. The exhibition includes porcelain, 

lacquerware, cloisonné enamel, jades, textiles, furniture, 

gold and silverware, painting, calligraphy, scholarly 

items, jewellery, clay figurines, games and musical 

instruments.  

One of the most impressive sections was Ming furniture; such was its esteem 

that even later dynasties kept up the style. The style was simple but elegant and 

fit for purpose as scholar’s tables or nobles’ sleeping compartments. Using no 

nails or glue, tables, chairs and cabinets were fitted together in specialized 

joints. In the foyer of the exhibition, visitors could put together these joints for 

themselves. In setting up the furniture display, museum staff received the 

furniture “in pieces” and had to put together the pieces together (Ikea could 

learn a lot from the Ming dynasty)! 

 

Another impressive group of items was the porcelain collection. Pottery making at this time showed its 

sophisticated use of multi-coloured glazes, firing techniques and fine workmanship on objects that would 

have been used every day, for special events or for religious occasions. Like printed books, these objects 

often told various stories of emperors, mythical figures, or religious stories on their surfaces. Through these 

objects we could get a good idea of how Ming royalty and the elite lived, entertained, and spent their 

leisure hours. 

(Photos courtesy Pamela Ball) 
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A Manila Diary: Life & Death in Manila During the Japanese Occupation, 
1941 – 1945 

 

Friday • 11th March 2016 

Written by Chris Bailey 
 

On Friday, 11
th

 March, Mrs Cornelia (Nelly) Lichauco Fung 

gave a beautifully presented talk to the RAS in the Garden 

Room of the Helena May.  Nelly began with some general 

background on the Philippines, specifically the pleasant life 

in Manila pre-WW2 experienced by her parents, Marcial P. 

Lichauco, and his wife, Jessie.  Nelly was their eldest child, 

born in Manila during the Japanese occupation 1941-45, and 

has few memories of that time, but became more aware after 

reading her Father's diary, recording his experiences and 

those of his family and friends at the hands of the Japanese 

invaders, including some who had been imprisoned or had 

survived the notorius "Bataan Death March".   
 

In 1919, Nelly's parents visited Massachusetts with their children which 

is where Marcial first met Dr Frank Putnam, a GP, and his wife, Mrs 

Flora Putnam.  In 1919, Marcial returned to America to study, becoming 

the first Filipino to graduate from Harvard College.  He went on to obtain 

a Law degree from Harvard Law School in 1926 and, during those years, 

renewed his acquaintance with the Putnam family, and with Flora Putnam 

in particular.  She provided a home-away-from-home for Marcial during 

his studies; they developed a warm friendship and she was referred to as 

"Mother Putnam" by Marcial and all his siblings. Hence, when 

Marcial first published his war journal in 1949, he gave it the title "Dear 

Mother Putnam: a Diary of the War in the Philippines".   
 

A new version of the book, edited by Nelly, called "Dear Mother Putnam: Life and Death in Manila during 

the Japanese Occupation 1941-45" was available for sale after Nelly's talk and many of the illustrations in 

her talk appear in that book. 
 

Nelly outlined the events leading up to 8
th

 December 1942, the Japanese 

attack on Pearl Harbour and their occupation of Northern Luzon.  After 4 

months of fighting, the Bataan peninsula fell on 9
th

 April 1943 and, a 

month later, the island fortress of Corregidor, guarding the entrance to 

Manila Bay, surrendered.  Japanese victory meant more than 3 years of 

suffering for Filipinos under a brutal and destructive occupation, during 

which up to one million people died.  Looting was rife and the American 

bombardment began in1944.  Essential services collapsed in Manila: no 

electricity, water or garbage collection and severe food shortages.  The 

Lichauco family home was destroyed but the family set up a vital first-aid 

clinic for the area and it became a refugee centre in 1945.    
 

Nelly included vivid descriptions of war-time political activities with many interesting historical 

photographs, but ended on a happy note by announcing that it was her Mother's 104th birthday this year: a 

true survivor 
(Photos courtesy Ivy Ho) 

****** 
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In, On, Under & Around Hong Kong Harbour 
 

Wednesday • 6
th

 April 2016 

Written by May Holdsworth 
 

David Bellis founded the website gwulo.com, which now hosts more than 

20,000 pages of historical photographs, maps, memoirs, diaries and other 

written accounts about old Hong Kong. For his lecture to the RAS, he had 

extracted from his collection 37 photographs associated with Hong Kong 

harbour and the sea. Most of the photographs date from the early to mid-

1900s. Each image acted as a springboard for David’s stories of people, 

places and events, sparked off when he zoomed in on a particular view or 

detail.  

 

Imagine yourself as a tourist entering the western approach to Hong Kong in a ship in 1906, David began. 

Then, in a series of similar black-and-white images, David showed how the harbour changed over time 

until, suddenly, a vista in colour opened of the north shore of Hong Kong island, crowded with 

skyscrapers, in 2012. The transformation was less startling than we might have expected: the buildings are 

now taller, but the waterfront was heavily built up even a hundred years ago. The next group of 

photographs focused on fishing. Here were coves at Aberdeen and Shaukeiwan, with sampans and boats at 

the water’s edge, and mountains in the background. In a stereoview card from 1902, the scene of a fishing 

village at Lei Yue Mun shows a girl, with a long plait, standing in the foreground. The shot posed the girl 

in this way, David explained, to emphasise the distance between her and the background, giving the image 

depth and a three-dimensional effect. There was more: because the photograph had been scanned to a high 

resolution, David was able to pick out fishermen and their nets, barracks buildings on the hilltop, the 

coastal defence batteries, and modest two-storeyed houses along the shore. 

 

Close-ups of people were perhaps the most interesting images 

of all. These people included traders and ships’ crews, dock 

workers in traditional raincoats made of grass, and sailors 

pulling a bridal car at a wedding. The sailors couldn’t have 

been actually pulling, since the car was pointed downhill. The 

bridal photograph had triggered an online discussion on 

gwulo about naval wedding traditions and the church in 

question. The discussion resulted in the bridal couple (not 

shown in the photograph) being identified as Commander 

William McCarthy of H.M.S. Tamar and Miss Kathleen Steers of the Medical Department, whose marriage 

was noted in the Hong Kong Daily Press on 1 May 1940. The church was established as St Joseph’s. 

 

A very jolly photograph was of eight Chinese women in white tunics and black trousers — a ‘side-party’ 

— animatedly waving from a boat. David explained that a side-party referred to a group of women who 

painted the sides of Navy ships when the ships were in port. The doyenne of side-parties at one time was a 

Mary Soo, who arranged the painting in exchange for a concession to dispose of the rubbish and scrap on 

all US Navy ships calling at Hong Kong. That this was a lucrative business — no doubt the scavenging 

turned up valuable items for resale — was evidenced by the fact that the painting was done for free. A 

counterpart of Mary Soo was a woman known to the Royal and Commonwealth Navies only as Jenny. 

Jenny not only did the painting, she also washed and ironed for the officers, accepting payment in lieu by 

taking away the ships’ waste and scrap, in addition to selling soft drinks to the sailors on board. She  
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became so much of an institution that when she died aged 92 in 2009, the Daily Telegraph in England 

published an obituary, identifying her only as ‘Jenny’. 

 

A final group of photographs celebrated fun on the water — 

yachting around the island (one showed a launch in front of 

the Repulse Bay Hotel in the 1920s) and splashing in the sea 

in a swimming party. 

 

David brought a PowerPoint presentation that displayed both 

originality and technical skill, and those of us who were 

fortunate enough to attend were enthralled by it.  
 

(

P

h

(Photos courtesy Ivy Ho) 

  
****** 

Bishop’s House Visit 

Saturday • 9
th

 March 2016 

Written by Vaudine England 
 

Exterior view of Bishop’s House 

More than 30 RAS members gathered in the forecourt of the 

Anglican Bishop’s House, that mysterious structure at 1 Lower 

Albert Road, on 9 April 2016. They bravely dodged 

mosquitoes nipping at the heels, the visual shock of a group of 

grown men in nappies (presumably on their way to the Rugby 

Sevens), and the far more dignified departing congregation of 

priests and other mourners from St Paul’s Church inside the 

compound. 
 

This compound is more extensive than expected, including as it does the defunct 

Central Hospital, the listed Martin’s House (apartments), two empty buildings, 

the church and the Ming Hua Theological College. The House was the home of 

whoever was the Anglican Bishop in Hong Kong from the late 1840s until 2006 

— excepting ‘Red’ Bishop R.O. Hall who chose to commute from the New 

Territories. It now houses the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui Archives which, aka, 

the Anglican Church.  
 

 

 

 

 Stained glass window 

inside House 
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View of ground floor room 

 

Given that the church has run many of the leading schools and other 

associations of Hong Kong, helping to create the educated elite of this 

territory, and has sent missionaries into China, this makes for an 

interesting trove. ‘We have the best archive of the Anglican and 

Episcopal presence in Greater China,’ said Revd Dr Philip Wickeri 

who, with Dr Rowena Ruiwen Chen, showed the RAS group over the 

premises. 
 

The House is one of the oldest surviving structures in Hong 

Kong; work began on it in 1847 and the name plate above the 

door shows it formally opened in 1851. There was no other 

building nearby to this lonely house on the hill, with its 

wonderful view of the ships coming in to Hong Kong. 
 

The first colonial Chaplain, Revd Vincent Stanton, had arrived just six months after the signing of the 1842 

Treaty of Nanking, and set about building the first school on the site, St Paul’s College; classes began in 

1849. Also that year, the Diocese of Victoria was formed; later, as a way to deal with 1997, the Anglicans 

formed themselves into three dioceses across Hong Kong (meaning three Bishops) in order to be able to 

call themselves a ‘Province’ of the Church of England.  
 

The foundations of this listed building remain unchanged; the front part facing Lower Albert and Ice House 

Street was once an open veranda, and the back section has been extended; this always included an Annex 

for visitors. The entire compound including the Bishop’s House was granted a 999-year lease in 1850. The 

building offers a modified Tudor style of architecture but the actual architect has not yet been identified; 

the outer wall and railing date from the 1920s.  

 

We cannot see the tunnel that had long connected the Bishop’s House to the Governor’s House. But on the 

ground floor are some displays and the offices of the only three full-time staff of the Archive. This limited 

number of people means that casual visits are not possible; only serious research enquiries can be managed. 
 

Those serious visitors will find rich holdings however. A rolled-up scrap 

of paper on the floor turned out to be the Royal Letters Patent, 

establishing the Diocese of Victoria as a Colonial Diocese of the Church 

of England. It just happens to be signed by the then royal secretary, 

Samuel Pepys.  

 

There are first editions of such classics as Bishop George Smith’s 1847 

‘Narrative of an Exploratory Visit to Each of the Consular Cities of 

China’, Church Minute Books and financial Ledgers, all of them 

bilingual, as well as the earliest pieces of Prayer Books in Chinese 

translations. 

 

There is also a postcard photograph of Revd Florence Lei Tim-oi from 

1945; she was the first Chinese woman to be ordained as a priest in the 

Anglican Church, and preached at the Morrison Chapel in Macau; the 

male hierarchy fought back and she stopped preaching after the war until 

she was restored to the ministry in 1983. 
 

 
Heraldic arms of Victoria Diocese 
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Recent Activities 

 

 
Presentation to Dr Philip Wickeri 

by Dr Helen Tinsley 

Not to everyone’s taste perhaps, but surely a useful repository. 

It is also a salutary reminder that, with services first delivered 

in Chinese from the 1840s, the church was an early pioneer in 

the mixing of language, cultures and faiths that has gone 

towards making Hong Kong the cosmopolitan place it is. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Photos courtesy Michael Broom) 

 

****** 
RASHK 56th Annual General Meeting & Cocktail Party 

 

Friday • 22
nd

 April 2016 

 

  
 2016 Council & Activities Committee Members Members attending the 2016 AGM 

  
Members mingling with one another at the  

post AGM Cocktail Party 

Guests of the night, Ms. Kap Liu, President and Ms. Kitty Ng, 

Secretary-General from the  

British Chevening Scholars (Hong Kong) Association 

 

Photos courtesy Michael Broom and Moody Tang) 
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Of General Interests 

 
2016 International Museum Day, Hong Kong – 

Museums and Cultural Landscapes 

Saturday & Sunday • 14
th

 – 15
th

 May 2016 

 

 
 

Back in 1977, the International Council of Museums (ICOM) designated 18 May as the annual 

International Museum Day (IMD) to raise public awareness of the role that museums play in society. The 

Leisure and Cultural Services Department has responded to this important appeal since 2001 by organising 

IMD events in mid-May every year. 

  

The theme of the 2016 event is ‘Museums and Cultural Landscapes'. Cultural landscapes are properties of 

human culture which, interweaving nature and history, represent the ‘combined products of nature and of 

man'. Closely associated with our life and the society to which we belong, cultural landscapes are 

constantly changing. Museums have always conducted work on their collections, research, exhibitions and 

education. Under the growing influence of current trends, museums can today no longer merely focus on 

their collections: they need to go beyond their traditional boundaries and take responsibility for conserving 

the surrounding environment in the society in which they operate. Only then can they undertake a more 

active and significant role in the issues involved in facilitating the protection of cultural landscapes. 

  

This year, International Museum Day in Hong Kong is scheduled for 14-15 May 2016, and over those two 

days visitors will be admitted free to most of the local participating venues, where a wide range of 

educational and entertaining programmes will be held. Come and be inspired! 

  

For details of IMD 2016 in Hong Kong, please check at the website of Hong Kong Public Museums 

http://www.museums.gov.hk/IMD2016. 

 
 

****** 

 
 
 
 

http://www.museums.gov.hk/en_US/web/portal/international-museum-day.html
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Of General Interests 

 
Award 

 
Captain John MacKenzie (Ret’d) 

Chevalier  
Ordre National de la Legion d’Honneur 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am pleased to announce that RASHK Life Member, Captain John Mackenzie, has been appointed a 

Chevalier in the Ordre National de la Legion d'Honneur by HE the President of France. The order, which 

was instituted in 1802 by the Emperor Napoleon 1 is one of the French Republic's highest decorations and 

only awarded for gallantry or distinguished military or civil service over twenty years. 

 

John was informed of this award on 19 October 2016 by HE the French Ambassador to the United 

Kingdom. 

 

On behalf of the Council and members of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong I would like to 

congratulate John on his award and the recognition his service so well deserves. 

 

 

Michael B. Broom 

President 

 

****** 
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Of General Interests 
 

Obituaries 
 

The President and Council of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong record with deep regret the passing of 

the following members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

& 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

****** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JONATHAN MARTIN HEATH 

(b. 13 Dec 1941 - d. 11 Apr 2016) 

 

Passed away in the UK suddenly 

following a short illness 

 

11
th

 April 2016 

 

R.I.P. 

IAN FRANCIS CLUNY MACPHERSON 

CBE, OBE, OstJ 

 

Passed away peacefully on  

 

14
th

 April 2016 

 

R.I.P. 
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Of General Interests 
 

Advertising 
 
In an effort to defray newsletter costs, we are accepting advertisements that would be of interest to RAS 

members and related to the objects of the Society. Would you like to advertise a business or a service you 

can provide, or do you know someone who might be interested? Our rates are very reasonable: 

 

Full Page HK$1,150 2/3 Page HK$850 

1/2 Page HK$725 1/3 Page HK$450 

Classified First 10 words HK$70, each additional word HK$2.50 

To book advertising space, please email: membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

 
****** 

Library News 
 
The following items have been received for the RAS library, our thanks 

goes to those making these donations:- 

 

David Hodson  

Broomhall, Marshall (ed.). Martyred missionaries of the China Inland 

Mission: with a record of the perils & sufferings of some who escaped. 

London : Morgan & Scott, 1901. 

 

Nelly Fung 

Lichauco, Marcial P. Dear Mother Putnam: life & death in Manila during the Japanese Occupation 1941-

1945. Hong Kong : Green Pagoda Press, 2014. 

 

Robert Nield 

Field, Andrew. Shanghai’s dancing world: cabaret culture and urban politics, 1919-1954. Hong Kong : 

Chinese University Press, 2010. 

 

David Leffman 

Leffman, David. The mercenary Mandarin: how a British adventurer became a general in Qing-dynasty 

China. Hong Kong : Blacksmith Books, 2016. 

Mayer Brown JSM 

----. Hongkong Land at 125. Hong Kong : Hongkong Land Limited, 2014.  

 

****** 

mailto:info@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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Of General Interests 
 

St John’s Cathedral Shop 
 

Arrangements have been made with St John’s Cathedral Bookshop for 

copies of RAS journals Vols. 50 – 54 and the book Hong Kong Going, Gone 

to be sold through the shop. It is hoped that Members will actively support 

this facility, and encourage others to purchase Society publications from the 

Bookshop. 

 

****** 

2016 Membership Renewal 
 

Members are reminded that renewals are due on 1
st
 January, 2016 and, for this purpose, a renewal form 

is available at the back of this issue. If you currently pay by cheque and would prefer the convenience 

of paying by Direct Debit, please contact the Administrator for a Direct Debit Authorisation form on 

membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk.  Those of you who pay by Standing Order are requested to 

please ensure that the Order is for the appropriate amount. 

 

Annual 

Hong Kong Resident - Individual / Institutional  HK$700 

Hong Kong Resident - Joint / Family HK$1,000 

Hong Kong Resident – Student* HK$50 

* in full time education – please enclose a photocopy of your student ID. 

Life 

Life – Single HK$9,800 

Life – Joint HK$13,000 

Overseas 

Overseas - Annual HK$420 

Overseas - Life HK$5,800 

 

 

****** 

 

mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk


Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong 2016 
 

21 
 

Publications 
PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM 

Journals Price HK$ Qty Order 

Vols. 1 – 49 $50.00 each ___ _____ 

Vols. 50 – 55 $200.00 each ___ _____ 

 

Books 

Hong Kong Going and Gone $120.00 ___ _____ 

A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street $300.00 ___ _____ 

 

P&P within HK Overseas (surface/registered) 
A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street $55.00 $130.00  _____ 

Full set of Journals $260.00 price on request _____ 

All other volumes (per volume) $25.00 $65.00  _____ 

       

 

          TOTAL      HK$ _________  

 

 

 

Please send the order & cheque, payable to Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch, to 

RASHKB, GPO Box 3864, Hong Kong. We accept US$ or GBP cheques at exchange 

rates of US$1=HK$7 / GBP1=HK$12, but please also add US$14 / GBP8 to cover the 

bank charges incurred in clearing each cheque. 

 

 

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY HONG KONG STUDIES SERIES 

 

Ancestral Images $260.00 ………. 

Cantonese Society in HK and Singapore $260.00 ………. 

Custom, Land and Livelihood in Rural South China $260.00 ………. 

The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (hardback) $190.00 ………. 

The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (paperback) $120.00 ………. 

Early China Coast Meteorology $220.00 ………. 

East River Column: Hong Kong Guerrillas in the Second World War and After (hardback) $190.00 ………. 

East River Column (paperback) $140.00 ………. 

East River Column (Chinese edition) $110.00 ………. 

Escape from Hong Kong (hardback) $220.00 ………. 

Escape from Hong Kong (paperback) $150.00 ………. 

Forgotten Souls $320.00 ………. 

Governors, Politics and the Colonial Office $220.00 ………. 

Hong Kong Internment, 1942-1945 (paperback) $130.00 ………. 

The Lone Flag: Memoir of the British Consul in Macau during World War II $240.00 ………. 

Portugal, China & Macau Negotiations $210.00 ………. 

Public Success, Private sorrow: The Life & Times of Charles Henry Brewitt Taylor $190.00 ………. 

Reluctant Heroes: Rickshaw Pullers in Hong Kong and Canton, 1874-1954 $190.00 ………. 

Resist to the End: Hong Kong, 1941-1945 $190.00 ………. 

Scottish Mandarin $220.00 ………. 

Six-Day War of 1899: Hong Kong in the Age of Imperialism (hardback) $190.00 ………. 

Six-Day War of 1899 (paperback) $150.00 ………. 

Southern District Officer Reports $210.00 ………. 

Watching over Hong Kong: Private Policing 1841-1941 (paperback) $150.00 ………. 

P&P:   within Hong Kong  -  $25;    Overseas (surface)  -  $65 

For RAS HKB Study Series orders, please send your order with cheque, payable to The University of Hong 

Kong, to Hong Kong University Press, The University of Hong Kong Pokfulam, Hong Kong. 
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Contact Details 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Position Name Phone Fax E-mail 

President Mr Michael Broom 2719 4974 2719 4958 president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Vice-President Dr Gillian Bickley 2259 3456   2688 0546  g.bickley@proversepublishing.com 

Vice-President Dr Helen Tinsley 9034 2241  fulttins@netvigator.com 

Immediate Past 

President  

Mr Christopher Young 6388 5155   clbyoung@gmail.com 

Past President Mr Robert Nield  2540 0722   2335 5470  hiflyer@netvigator.com 

Past President  Dr Patrick Hase 2658 6529   2658 5400  phhase@hku.hk 

Hon. Secretary Mr David McKellar 2843 2493   2103 5996  mckellar@graduate.hku.hk 

Hon. Treasurer Ms Connie Carmichael 2994 2488    treasurer@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Hon. Librarian Ms Edith Chan 2241 5624   2857 2048  librarian@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Hon. Editor Dr Stephen Davies 3917 5034  stephen.davies79@gmail.com 

Hon. Activities 

Coordinator 

Dr Helen Tinsley 9034 2241  fulttins@netvigator.com 

Hon. Archivist Mrs Anna McCormick   9684 1066 2859 2115 annamcc@hku.hk 

Council Member Ms Davina Lee 9196 5934  dioramaprojects@gmail.com 

Council Member Ms Moody Tang 2813 2322   2813 8033  website@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Council Member Mr Donald Gasper 2858 6601  d_gasper@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

 

 

OTHER USEFUL CONTACT 

Position Name Phone  E-mail 

Administrator 

(Part-time) 

Ms Ivy Ho 6590 7523  membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 
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