FRIENDS OF THE ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY HONG KONG BRANCH

NEWSLETTER NO. 60 – JULY 2019
Dear Friends
We had another good turnout on 29th June when Keith Macgregor treated us to a walk down memory lane, with a feast of photographs of the Hong Kong many of us remember, from the 1970s and 80s, and the sad comparison of photos of present day Hong Kong.  The most notable change was the missing neon shop signs, many of which have been removed now.  His photographs covered the whole of Hong Kong and brought back many happy memories.  

Below are details of four upcoming lectures we have arranged for you, including a newly arranged one on 28th September, when Philip Bowring will talk to us.  

The ‘Red and Hot’ restaurant is still closed for refurbishment, so for all these lectures lunch will be at 12:45 pm at Chutneys – see details below.  
To book any of our lectures, please email Florence as advised below to book a place and arrange a bank transfer to the RAS account at least a week before the event.  Only if you are unable to do this, please complete the booking forms at the end of this newsletter and bring cash with you to the lecture, as we prefer not to have to deal with cheques if possible. Be sure to say if you wish to join the lunch at Chutneys beforehand.  

Our bank account details are:-

Bank: HSBC 

Account name: Friends of the RASHKB

Account No: 21222074

Sort Code: 40-43-23

Following our very successful trip to Paris in April, we are in need of someone willing to organise a tour next year to your home town, or somewhere else with Chinese/Asian influences; please let your committee know if you are able to help.  
* * * * * * * *

Lecture and lunch





                       Saturday 17th August 
How the South Asians helped to make Hong Kong

Speaker:                     Mark O’Neill   

Time:                          2:30 p.m.

Venue:                        Royal Asiatic Society, 14 Stephenson Way, London NW1 2HD

Cost:                           £8 per member or £12 guest, to include refreshments

Lunch:         
A self-paying lunch will be arranged at 12:45 p.m. at Chutneys, 124 Drummond Street, London NW1 2PA (corner of North Gower Street). Tel: 020 7388 0604.   Please note on the booking form if you wish to join the lunch, or advise by email when booking.

Booking:
Please email Florence Cantle florence.lkcan@gmail.com. Please transfer £8/£12 per person to the Friends’ bank account at least a week before the event, if you can. Thank you. If not, mail the form at the end of this newsletter and bring cash on the day.
“How the South Asians Helped to Make Hong Kong” tells the remarkable story of the great contribution of Indians, Pakistanis and others from the sub-continent to the building of Hong Kong, from the first day it became a British colony to the present. They worked as soldiers, policemen, prison guards, jewellery merchants and international traders. Prominent among them were Parsees, who set up the Star Ferry, Hong Kong University and the Ruttonjee Sanatorium, the main hospital that fought tuberculosis in the post-war period. They built temples, mosques and community centres. Gurkhas from Nepal patrolled the border with Guangdong and prevented tens of thousands of illegal entrants, especially during the Cultural Revolution. Today there are 80,000 South Asians in Hong Kong. Of them, 45,000 are Indians, double the number at the handover. Most of the new arrivals are engineers and professionals in finance and IT. Fortunately, Hong Kong has been spared the religious conflict and violence that have scarred many countries. Jews, Muslims and Christians can walk the streets carrying symbols of their faith; they do not fear abuse or attack.
 
Mark O’Neill was educated at Marlborough and New College, Oxford and worked in Washington DC, Manchester and Belfast before moving to Hong Kong in 1978. He has lived in Asia ever since, in mainland China, Taiwan, Japan, India and Hong Kong. He worked more than 30 years as a journalist, for BBC, Reuters and The South China Morning Post. Since 2006, he has written 10 books on Chinese, Hong Kong and Macao history; nine have editions in Chinese, traditional and simplified. He has presented several of them to the Royal Asiatic Society in Hong Kong and London and always finds the members a wonderful audience. One is about his Grandfather Frederick, an Irish Presbyterian missionary in Manchuria from 1897-1942, with editions in both forms of Chinese. This book has taken on a life of its own, with inclusion in two mainland Chinese television documentaries and the main anti-Japan war museum in Shenyang. Mark’s grandfather has also been selected for an exhibition on Irish abroad at the Museum of Emigration in Dublin. Mark will give a talk on the book there on August 22. At the moment, he is helping the Irish Consul-General on a book on the Irish contribution to Hong Kong – the most outstanding are those, like Grandfather, Jesuit and De La Salle priests and Columbian Sisters. They helped to cure the city of tuberculosis, the biggest killer of the post-war period, and educated thousands of people.
* * * * * *
Lecture and lunch                               


             Saturday, 7th September 

The German presence in Shandong and the rise of global trade tensions

Speaker:                     Fion Wai Ling So  

Time:                          2:30 p.m.

Venue:                        Royal Asiatic Society, 14 Stephenson Way, London NW1 2HD

Cost:                           £8 per member or £12 guest, to include refreshments

Lunch:         
A self-paying lunch will be arranged at 12:45 p.m. at Chutneys, 124 Drummond Street, London NW1 2PA (corner of North Gower Street). Tel: 020 7388 0604.   Please note on the booking form if you wish to join the lunch, or advise by email when booking.

Booking:
Please email Florence Cantle florence.lkcan@gmail.com. Please transfer £8/£12 per person to the Friends’ bank account at least a week before the event, if you can. Thank you. If not, mail the form at the end of this newsletter and bring cash on the day.

Historian Fion Wai-ling So has researched a number of subjects in fields including economic and business history, political economy, international relations and development studies. She has a doctorate from the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London on the topic of “Navigating Protectionism: Diederichsen, Jebsen & Company in German Qingdao and the world, 1898-1908”. She is currently developing new interests in finance and economic statecraft. She did her BA at the University of Hong Kong and a Masters in Comparative and Public History at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. She is a senior teaching fellow at SOAS.
By 1919, the First World War had ended, and this was followed by peace negotiations which resulted in the signing of the Treaty of Versailles. In China, the stipulations of this treaty (i.e. to concede German economic rights in the province of Shandong to Japan), triggered the May-Fourth Movement, an anti-imperialist student movement in Beijing. 
This talk will focus on the pre-WWI history of Shandong, from 1898 to 1914, which preceded this event. In contrast to the existing historiography covering foreign economic imperialism in China, an alternate interpretation will be presented to demonstrate how the German presence and influence in Shandong conformed to, and integrated with, the existing Chinese governmental and administrative order of that time. Despite occasional misguided tactics in the conduct of economic statecraft, which resulted in temporary trade disruptions and boycotts, German methods in the province were largely effective in promoting peaceful relations and prosperity. 

Fitting the Qingdao and Shandong economies into East Asian and global trading patterns, this talk will then examine the rise of tensions between major European trading powers within an era of competing free trade and protectionist systems.  Marking the 100th anniversary of the signing of the Treaty of Versailles, the talk will conclude by highlighting some of the similarities that exist between the Shandong story and the current trade war situation.
* * * * * *
Lecture and lunch





                 Saturday 28th September 
Austronesian Asia: Maritime Hub of Global Trade
Speaker:                     Philip Bowring   

Time:                          2:30 p.m.

Venue:                        Royal Asiatic Society, 14 Stephenson Way, London NW1 2HD

Cost:                           £8 per member or £12 guest, to include refreshments

Lunch:         
A self-paying lunch will be arranged at 12:45 p.m. at Chutneys, 124 Drummond Street, London NW1 2PA (corner of North Gower Street). Tel: 020 7388 0604.   Please note on the booking form if you wish to join the lunch, or advise by email when booking.

Booking:
Please email Florence Cantle florence.lkcan@gmail.com. Please transfer £8/£12 per person to the Friends’ bank account at least a week before the event, if you can. Thank you. If not, mail the form at the end of this newsletter and bring cash on the day.
At a time when China is claiming ownership of the seas to its south, Philip Bowring describes the actual history of the past two millennia when Austronesian-speaking peoples of the archipelago, now 400 million strong and occupying most of its coasts,  have been the key sailing and trading link between east and west. He provides a badly needed counterpoint to Euro- and Sino- centric perspectives of past and present.
Philip Bowring is a journalist, originally from the UK, based in Asia since 1973 variously as correspondent for the Financial Times, editor of the Far Eastern Economic Review, columnist for the International Herald Tribune, and independent columnist and consultant. He has an MA in History from Cambridge and is a Fellow Commoner of St Catharine's College. 

This is the link to Philip’s latest book:

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Empire-Winds-Global-Asias-Archipelago/dp/1788314468
* * * * * *
Lecture and lunch





              Saturday 2nd November 

The Middle Class and Interwar Hong Kong’s Multiracial Civil Society

Speaker:                     Dr. Vivian Kong, PhD Bristol University   

Time:                          2:30 p.m.

Venue:                        Royal Asiatic Society, 14 Stephenson Way, London NW1 2HD

Cost:                           £8 per member or £12 guest, to include refreshments

Lunch:         
A self-paying lunch will be arranged at 12:45 p.m. at Chutneys, 124 Drummond Street, London NW1 2PA (corner of North Gower Street). Tel: 020 7388 0604.   Please note on the booking form if you wish to join the lunch, or advise by email when booking.

Booking:
Please email Florence Cantle florence.lkcan@gmail.com. Please transfer £8/£12 per person to the Friends’ bank account at least a week before the event, if you can. Thank you. If not, mail the form at the end of this newsletter and bring cash on the day.
The Middle-class and Interwar Hong Kong’s Multiracial Civil Society

For those who could afford it, interwar Hong Kong had a vibrant social world. Apart from the many clubs, dinner parties, and sport events that one could attend, various civic institutions were also emerging in the colony. Scholars have explored the social lives and political careers of Chinese and Eurasian bourgeoisie in pre-war Hong Kong. Such findings hint at the emergence in interwar Hong Kong of a group of urbanites with knowledge, wealth, some power, and most importantly, a strong civic consciousness to shape the society that they lived in, a phenomenon shared by other port cities in colonial Asia. While recent research done on this phenomenon has considered how civic institutions affected the dynamics of urban Asia’s social world, these studies focus overwhelmingly on transnational associational culture and neglect the many co-existing local organizations, with which transnational associations shared a strikingly similar membership. This paper takes international networks – Freemasonry and the Rotary Club – and local organizations – the League of Fellowship and Kowloon Resident’s Association – as case studies to explore how Hong Kong’s multiracial civil society functioned within the framework of Britishness in the interwar years. In doing so, this paper also examines the roles that emerging middle-class urbanites and their self-identified status as non-elites played in Hong Kong’s multi-racial civil society. 

Vivian Kong has recently completed her PhD at the University of Bristol. She is preparing a book manuscript that examines the complexity of Britishness in interwar Hong Kong. With its multi-ethnic population, urban setting, and transnational connections, Hong Kong enabled Britishness to be so much more than just ‘race’, legal identity, and national belonging. It was also an imperial tool, a civic sensibility, and a cultural attribute.  

________________________________________________________________________________
Booking Form

Lecture and lunch




                               Saturday, 17th August 

How the South Asians helped to make Hong Kong 

Please reserve . . . places for members/guests @ £8/£12 per head, to include refreshments.

Please reserve . . . places for the self-paying lunch beforehand.

I have made a transfer into the Friends account on …………… in the amount of £………………….

I will bring £ . . . cash to the lecture. 
Name/s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Daytime Tel. No:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       Email: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Please return to Florence Cantle, 68 Shenfield Place, Brentwood, CM15 9AH or tel: 01277 229964. Email: florence.lkcan@gmail.com.

________________________________________________________________________________

Booking Form

Lecture and lunch




                               Saturday, 7th September  

The German presence in Shandong and the rise of global trade tensions

Please reserve . . . places for members/guests @ £8/£12 per head, to include refreshments.

Please reserve . . . places for the self-paying lunch beforehand.

I have made a transfer into the Friends account on …………… in the amount of £………………….

I will bring £ . . .  cash to the lecture. 
Name/s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Daytime Tel. No:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       Email: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Please return to Florence Cantle, 68 Shenfield Place, Brentwood, CM15 9AH or tel: 01277 229964. Email: florence.lkcan@gmail.com.
_________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
Booking Form

Lecture and lunch




                             Saturday, 28th September  

Austronesian Asia: Maritime Hub of Global Trade

Please reserve . . . places for members/guests @ £8/£12 per head, to include refreshments.

Please reserve . . . places for the self-paying lunch beforehand.

I have made a transfer into the Friends account on …………… in the amount of £………………….

I will bring £ . . .  cash to the lecture. 
Name/s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Daytime Tel. No:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       Email: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Please return to Florence Cantle, 68 Shenfield Place, Brentwood, CM15 9AH or tel: 01277 229964. Email: florence.lkcan@gmail.com.
_________________________________________________________________________________

Booking Form
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                             Saturday, 2nd November  

The Middle-class and Interwar Hong Kong’s Multiracial Civil Society

Please reserve . . . places for members/guests @ £8/£12 per head, to include refreshments.

Please reserve . . . places for the self-paying lunch beforehand.

I have made a transfer into the Friends account on …………… in the amount of £………………….

I will bring £ . . .  cash to the lecture. 
Name/s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Daytime Tel. No:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       Email: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Please return to Florence Cantle, 68 Shenfield Place, Brentwood, CM15 9AH or tel: 01277 229964. Email: florence.lkcan@gmail.com.
__________________________________________________________________________________
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