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Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong - Report of the Honorary Editor for 2016-2017 

 

The progress made last year has been further built on this year, in particular with major 

developments in enhancing the Journal’s profile as an international academic publication. 

 

Whilst that matter was being attended to, vol. 56 came out on time as hoped and did so in the 

new format mentioned as in process in my last report to the Annual General Meeting. The 

main elements were three. Most important was the successful introduction of abstracts and 

keywords prefatory to each of the main articles. This was an essential step in adapting the 

Journal for the world of the Internet and for its inclusion in Internet based access through 

such portals as JSTOR, EBSCO and RMIT. Of equal significance was the introduction of 

Chinese translations of the abstracts and keywords and, when one was available, the inclusion 

of Chinese translations of authors’ names and affiliations. Less obvious, but of much 

importance for continuing to bring the Journal in under budget, were slight changes to 

the format through omitting blank pages between articles and sections, meaning less wasted 

paper. In achieving the ‘new look’, the help and advice of May Holdsworth and Colin Day 

were critical, as was that of our printer at Corporate Press, Peter Chang. 

 

The need to attend to the Journal’s profile became apparent following the publication of vol. 

56. One of our authors indicated that he was having trouble getting his excellent 

article accepted by his University as one that had been published in an ‘international 

journal’. Without JRASHKB having that standing the article would not ‘count’ in 

the assessment system by which academics and their departments are rated and career and 

budgetary allocations decided. 

 

Accordingly the Editorial Board, and subsequently Council, approved the formation of an 

International Editorial Advisory Committee (IEAC)– a sine qua non for any academic Journal 

aspiring to ‘international’ status. As proof, perhaps, of the true existing standing of the 

Journal, it proved both swift and simple to recruit in short order a most impressive IEAC of 

ten eminent scholars in the general fields of study our Journal covers, to whom the 

Editorial Board is most grateful for their willingness to serve. They are:  

 

Hugh Baker                           Emeritus Professor of Chinese, SOAS, University of London 

Robert Bickers                      Professor of History, University of Bristol 

Paul A. Cohen                       Fairbank Centre for Chinese Studies, Harvard University 

Patrick Conner                      Director, Martyn Gregory Gallery, London 

Poshek Fu                             Professor of History, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 

Iona Man-Cheong                 Department of History, Stony Brook University-SUNY 

Elizabeth Yuk Yee Sinn       HK Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Hong 

Kong 

Paul A. Van Dyke                 Department of History, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 

James L. Watson                   Professor of Anthropology Emeritus, Harvard University 

Winnie Wong                        Department of Rhetoric, University of California Berkeley 

 

In line with the ‘new look’ of the Journal and the IEAC, it was also important for our 
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Journal’s web presence to be enhanced to ensure that our ‘message’ was a consistent one. 

With the extremely efficient help of Council member Davina Lee, the Society’s web page 

was adapted so that it’s appearance conformed more to the accepted layout for the 

web presence of scholarly journals. This is still a work in progress for in time it is to be hoped 

that, rather than being a ‘click-on’ from the main web-page of the Society, the Journal will be 

given its own independent page that can be accessed directly. 

 

Vol. 56 and its new format have been well-received and we came in under budget, though 

given the additional costs of a translator, by only 4%. Progress on vol. 57 has been 

excellent and we shall be within a couple of weeks of going to copy-editing by the time you 

are reading this report. As with the previous two issues, we are aiming to manage to send 

the volume out to members by the end of September. We have nine excellent articles, 

including a contribution from a member of our eminent IEAC, which offers much promise 

for the future. 

 

I am indebted as ever to the support and help of my Editorial Committee colleagues, Dr. 

Cecilia Chu, Dr. Colin Day, Dr. Kwong Chi Man, Mr. Eric Mok, Dr. Christopher Munn, Dr. 

Robert Peckham and our Hon. President, Mr. Michael Broom, who attends the Committee ex 

officio.  I am especially indebted to Colin Day, on whose vast experience I have depended 

and will continue to depend greatly as I stumble forwards in what for me is still very much 

virgin territory. 

 

Stephen Davies, 

Hon. Editor. 

 

 


