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President’s Message 
 

With the Mid-Autumn festival fast approaching, summer is drawing to an end, and 

with it the incredibly high temperatures and torrential rain we have had during July 

and August. Doubtless many of us will have been preoccupied watching the games 

of the XXXI Olympiad, or Rio 2016 as it has been referred to. One lucky RAS 

member was even there to see it live! During the past few weeks the Society has 

taken a break from its normal programme, although a large group of members did 

gather in early July for a member’s luncheon which was an enjoyable occasion. We 

were joined on that occasion by HM Consul Mr. Patrick Turner who was our guest. 

On Sunday 21 August I represented the Society at the annual VJ Commemoration 

Ceremony which was held at the City Hall Shrine of Remembrance in Central. This year marked the 

seventy first anniversary of the end of the Pacific War and paid tribute to the sacrifice of those service 

personnel and civilians who sacrificed their lives, or were subsequently interned in POW and civilian 

internment camps during the Japanese occupation. 

 

Both Council and the Activities Committee have met during the summer break and I hope you will find the 

activities and events announced in this newsletter and on the website will be of interest. Indeed with such a 

varied cultural offering in Hong Kong it is, at times, a challenge to find dates to schedule our various 

events. I have recently attended two opening receptions for exhibitions which I am sure will be of interest 

to many of our members and for which details are given later. Opening on the 19 August and running until 

the 23 October at the HKU Museum and Art Gallery is an exhibition entitled Painted Ceramics 

Contemporary Treasures from Jingdezhen’s National Masters. Those members who participated in the 

visit to Jiangxi Province in 2015, which included a visit to Jingdezhen will find this exhibition of particular 

interest. Opening at the Museum of Coastal Defence, Shaukeiwan is an exhibition entitled Son of Heaven 

to Commoner, which focuses on the extraordinary and tragic life of the Xuantong Emperor, Aisin Gioro Pu 

Yi, last emperor of the Qing Dynasty. The exhibition is jointly organized by the Hong Kong Museum of 

Coastal Defence and the Museum of the Imperial Palace of the Manchu State, Changchun, Jilin Province. 

In addition to several personal artefacts belonging to the Emperor the exhibition includes two fifty minute 

films. I hope we will be able to arrange a guided visit to this exhibition which runs until February 2017. 

Details have also just come to hand of a three part lecture series in late September and early October 

entitled Examining the Alexander Hume Scroll Painting. The series will seek to explore the artistic and 

historical contexts of the museum’s recently acquired Alexander Hume Scroll painting of the foreign 

factories in Canton. 

 

We start our own post summer programme with a visit to the Dr. Sun Yat-sen Museum, for a guided tour 

of the exhibition of Qing Dynasty and Republican satirical cartoons. This is rather appropriate as 2016 

marks the 150
th

 anniversary of the birth of Dr. Sun Yat-sen in 1866. This will be followed by a talk/ local 

visit, with an optional supper, to the annual Fire Dragon festival at Tai Hang. While this is taking place 

another group will be preparing to leave Hong Kong for a six day visit to Shanxi Province in Northern 

China. Three talks have been arranged in the coming two months, and I would particularly like to mention 

the talk scheduled for Friday 7
th

 October, to be given by Dr. Stephen Davies entitled Hong Kong’s 

Lighthouses and the Men Who Manned Them. This talk is dedicated to the memory of the late Dr. Dan 

Waters, who together with Fr. Louis Ha gave two talks on the same subject in May 2002. Drawing on new 

research and sources Stephen’s talk will look at the fuller story of how Hong Kong’s waters were made 

safe for navigation. 
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President’s Message 
 

I hope this has served to introduce the upcoming programme and to encourage all of you to support your 

Society as much as you possibly can. Several events in the coming weeks have been arranged at no cost to 

members which I think add considerable value to your membership. However we need to ensure that we 

maintain our membership level and this is a matter which causes me some concern. Our current 

membership has dropped in recent months. This has been attributed to a variety of factors including 

departures from Hong Kong, deaths and non-renewal of annual subscriptions. I therefore appeal to all 

members to do their utmost to introduce your friends and acquaintances to the Society and bring them 

along to our activities. Remember new members joining on the 1
st
 November enjoy a fourteen month initial 

subscription. 
 

 

Michael Broom             

President 
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Fire Dragon Dance Performance in Tai Hang: It takes nearly 300 

performers and over 70,000 incense sticks to put on a three-day 

performance with a 67-metre dragon, which consists of 32 sections and 

whose head alone weighs 48kg. It is led by men holding up two ‘pearls’, 

or pomelos with numerous incense sticks inserted into them. 
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Future Activities 
 

MUSEUM VISIT 

 

Cartoons before and after the 1911 Revolution 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jointly presented by Leisure & Cultural Services Department (LCSD) and The 

Memorial Museum of 1911 Revolution and organised by the Dr Sun Yat-sen 

Museum, this exhibition titled ‘Commentary X Humour = Cartoons before and after 

the 1911 Revolution’ has been highlighted to commemorate Dr Sun Yat-sen's 150
th

 

birthday.  

 

 

This exhibition focuses on the situation in China in the late Qing period and the 

revolutionary road to the establishment of Republican China through images of 

cartoons published before and after the 1911 Revolution and other relevant artefacts. 

The cartoons also reflect the changing social milieu of the period. 

 

A large number of original cartoons sprang up in China during the early 20
th

 century. 

Cartoons of this era were mostly satire of current affairs, which helped develop civic 

wisdom. Using simple lines and artistic touches, the cartoons artists condensed 

Chinese politics and the global landscape of the time into tiny panels and articulated 

their ideas with great eloquence. Cartoons offered an effective vehicle to highlight 

the crux of a matter through exaggerated drawings, and conveyed the message within 

to ordinary people, who were usually not highly intellectual. They helped 

disseminate information and functioned as revolutionary propaganda, and writing 

awakened people's awareness of the current situation. 

 

Programme 

Coordinator:             Dr. Helen Tinsley 

Date:   Saturday, 10
th

 September 2016 

Time:   10:00 -11:00a.m. for guided tour (assemble at 9.45am G/F Museum Lobby) 

Venue:  Dr. Sun Yat-sen Museum, 7 Castle Road, Mid-Levels, Central, Hong Kong 

Admission:  Free of charge for RAS members and their guests  

Booking:  Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve 

your place. 

Places are limited, so early booking is advised.  

 

****** 
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Future Activities 
 

LOCAL VISIT 

 

The Tai Hang Fire Dragon Festival 
 

This annual event at Tai Hang Village, Causeway Bay has been held since 1877 and has grown in 

popularity every year. It is held on three evenings during the Mid-Autumn Festival and starts at the Lin Fa 

Temple, where the dragon is blessed and then continues on his long, winding and noisy parade, 

accompanied by dancers and drummers, through the nearby streets to Victoria Park and then returns to the 

temple.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A previously organised RAS visit to the festival was held in 1992. But this time we will also include a 

short illustrated talk by a local historian/photographer, who will give a background history of the 

ceremony, preparations for the event and behind-the-scene pics. We will then have a quick look at the 

preparation of the dragon on the way to an early supper in Tai Hang Village.  After our meal, we then walk 

to nearby Wu Sha Street, to find a spot near the starting point of the parade, to see the eye dotting of the 

dragon and subsequent festivities. 

 

The Speaker 

Sylvia Fok-Midgett is a Hong Kong born photographer/ historian who has written articles 

on local culture and heritage and has made a particular study of the Fire Dragon Festival 

over many years. 
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Future Activities 

 

Programme 

Speaker: Sylvia Fok-Midgett  

Date:  Wednesday, 14
th

 September 2016  

Time:  

6.00-6.45 pm: Illustrated talk by Sylvia Fok-Midgett at the Hong Kong Central 

Library, Causeway Bay, (G/F Activities Room No. 1). Then we walk along to Ormsby 

Street to see the final preparation of the dragon.  

7.00-8.00 pm: Meal at Chor Bazaar Restaurant in Tai Hang Village for vegetarian 

supper. 

8.15-9.00 pm: Walk to nearby Wu Sha Street (near Lin Fa Temple) to take up position 

to see the start of the ceremony with entry of the dragon, eye dotting and selection of 

dragon and lion dances. 

9.00-10.30 pm: Members free to follow the progress of the dragon and its colourful 

entourage on its winding route. 

Venue: G/F Activity Room 1, Hong Kong Central Library, 66 Causeway Road, Causeway Bay, 

Hong Kong (First assembly point)  

Admission: HKD120 per member (incl. vegetarian meal) 

Booking: If you would like to attend this event, kindly send your cheque to RASHK, GPO Box 

3864, Hong Kong, made out to Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch. Please also 

add your full name and email address at the back of your cheque for receipt of further 

details. 

 

****** 
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Future Activities 
 

OVERSEAS VISIT 

 

Shanxi Trip: Datong, Wutaishan (Mt Wutai), Pingyao, Taiyuan 
 

Shanxi Province is a cradle of Chinese civilization and culture. Our visit will be a natural follow-on to 

those who joined our Silk Road tour in July 2015 but for those who may not yet have visited the Silk Road, 

Shanxi provides a splendid introduction to Chinese history and heritage. Shanxi is not only steeped in 

history but many of its walled settlements and temples, its architectural features and cave sculptures remain 

in remarkably good condition. It also enjoys much attractive scenery. 

 

Datong in the north of the Province was once capital in the Northern Wei period 

and just outside it we shall be visiting the impressive Liao dynasty Huayan Temple 

with its fine deva statues. Nearby the magnificent wooden bracketed Shanhua 

temple buildings house fine carvings of the Buddha and of celestial generals. The 

Yungang grottoes contain superb Buddhist cave statues and art dating from the 

Northern Wei (386 to 534 AD). Supported precariously against a near vertical cliff 

the Hanging Monastery seems an improbable structure to stand the test of time but 

it houses many fine ancient carvings of Buddhas. 

 

The Yingxian wooden pagoda was constructed in the Liao dynasty over 900 years 

ago. The nine storey pagoda is 67 m high.  

 

Mt. Wutai is one of the “Four Sacred Buddhism Mountains” 

in China. (The other three are Mt. Emei in Sichuan Province, 

Mt. Putuoshan in Zhejiang Province and Mt. Jiuhua in Anhui 

Province). The peaks of this mountain rise to over 3,000 

metres. The lower slopes are beautifully wooded and are 

home to numerous temples, shrines and pagodas. The upper 

slopes are more reminiscent of alpine meadows. 

 

We shall then head back to Taiyuan in the centre of the 

Province and its capital. Just to the south we shall visit the 

ancient town of Pingyao. Its huge 14th century town walls 

and gates, together with the location of its wells, were 

designed to represent, in plan, a turtle, symbol of longevity. The old town is relatively authentic with 

genuinely ancient towers, many Ming and Qing buildings and considerable charm. 

 

To round off the tour we shall include the Shanxi Museum, well recognized as one of the better Provincial 

museums, which covers many aspects of Shanxi culture. 

 

We have chosen what should be an attractive time to visit Shanxi with the comfortable autumn after the 

summer rains and before the winter freeze. 

 

(Photos courtesy Peter Stuckey) 
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Future Activities 
 

Tentative Outline itinerary – subject to refinement 

 

 
 

Day 01  HKG – Taiyuan – Datong:  by flight @2.5 hours and coach @ 4 hours 

Direct flight to Taiyuan. Arrive about 3 pm. Met at airport and transfer to Datong by coach @ 4 hours. 

Dinner and overnight in Datong. 
 

Day 02  Datong: Hanging Monastery, Huayan Temple and the Yungang Grottoes.  

By coach, our first stop is Yungang Grottoes stretching for about 1 km from west to east. Move on to 

Huayan Temple on the western side of Datong city, the largest and most well preserved temple of the Liao 

and Jin dynasties in China. After lunch, continue to the Shanhua Monastery of the Tang Dynasty, located 

in central Datong within the old city walls. Overnight at same hotel in Datong. 
 

Day 03  Datong – Wutaishan (Mt.Wutai) by coach @ 4 hours  

In the morning, visit the Hanging temple in Hunyuan County and the Wooden Pagoda in Yingxian County, 

the oldest and largest wooden Buddhist pagoda existing in the world. After lunch transfer to Wutaishan by 

coach. Overnight at Wutaishan. 
 

Day 04  Wutaishan – Taiyuan  by coach @ 4 hours 

Full day tour to Mt. Wutai and its temples. We will visit Pusa Ding, Xiantong Temple and Ten Thousand 

Buddha Pavillion. 

Taihuai Town is the cultural centre of Mt. Wutai. There are many temples in this area such as Xiantong 

Temple, Manjusri Temple, Tayuan Temple, Shuxiang Temple, etc. 

Late afternoon drive to Taiyuan (about 4 hours). Overnight at hotel in Taiyuan. 
 

Day 05  Taiyuan – Pingyao – Taiyuan  by coach @ 2 hours each way 

Full day in UNESCO World Heritage Site - Pingyao. This well-preserved ancient town was capital of the 

Emperor Yao. During the Qing Dynasty Pingyao was a financial centre for China. Overnight at the same 

hotel in Taiyuan. 
 

Day 06  Taiyuan – Hong Kong  by flight. Dpt. about 3 pm 

In the morning we check out of the hotel and visit the Shanxi Museum followed by the Meng Shan Giant 

Stone Buddha. Originally carved in the Northern Qi dynasty in the 6th Century AD, it is some 63m high, 

though its head was repaired only recently. After lunch we transfer to the airport for our flight to Hong 

Kong. 

 

Booking for this event is now closed. 
 

****** 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qing_Dynasty
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Future Activities 
 

LECTURE 

 

North Korea Unveiled – An Unprecedented View from Inside the 
World’s Most Mysterious Country 

 

 
 

In his presentation Ronny will talk about some of the recurring questions that haunt every visitor to this 

enigmatic country. He will discuss how he sees North Korea’s place in the regional context, both 

historically and at present, and he will highlight what the visitor to North Korea can and cannot expect to 

see, hear and learn. He will provide an insight in how he was able to gain access and permission to produce 

“A Journey through North Korea”, the first photographic album on the DPRK published outside the 

country.  

 

He will then illustrate his increased involvement in the North 

Korean football and education sectors. As a former 

professional football coach he has seen stunning developments 

in the way the game is taught and learned in the DPRK. 

During his most recent visit in July 2016 he spent three weeks 

teaching advanced English to a class of aspiring tour guides 

and he was thus able to gain unprecedented access to the 

thoughts, the ambitions, the challenges and the aspirations of 

North Korea’s next generation. The presentation will be 

accompanied by many original slides and video clips that 

highlight the topics and that will give the audience a very rare and privileged glimpse into the real North 

Korea. 
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Future Activities 

 

The Speaker 

Over the last decade Ronny Mintjens has made ten visits to North 

Korea, starting off as a tourist, then visiting as a tour leader and a 

tour designer, and most recently as a visiting professor at the 

Pyongyang College of Tourism.  Over the years he has seen 

major developments and changes in the country’s infrastructure, 

its social fabric, its openness towards foreign visitors and its 

unstoppable drive towards modernization and increased access to 

information. 

 

 

 

Ronny is originally from Belgium but has lived the international life for the past three decades. He has 

lived and worked in southern and East Africa and in the Gulf, and has been an international educator in 

Hong Kong since 2006. He is a regular speaker on North Korea and on his football playing and coaching 

days in Africa. He is a published novelist and photographer who is currently very much involved in 

educational publishing and traveling around the world. With 106 nations visited so far, he is well placed to 

make a few comparisons and to ultimately determine that in an increasingly troubled world, North Korea is 

probably the safest place for the responsible traveler. 

 

Programme 

Speaker: Mr Ronny Mintjens 

Date:  Friday, 23
rd

 September 2016 

Time:  Reception open 6:30 pm, talk starts 7:00 pm 

Venue: Centre for Visual Arts (CVA), 7A, Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels 

Admission: RAS Members $100; Non-Members / Guests $150 

Booking: Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve your 

place and pay at the door 

N.B.: Copies of ‘A Journey through North Korea’ will be available at the talk costs HK$150 

per copy 

 

****** 
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Future Activities 
 

LECTURE 

 

Hong Kong’s Lighthouses and the Men Who Manned Them 

 
 

Today, thanks to a huge burst of energy in the 1970s, Hong Kong’s waters are amongst the best lit and 

buoyed in the world. But that was not always so. It wasn’t until May 2002, when Father Louis Ha and the 

late Dan Waters gave two talks to the HKRAS entitled “Hong Kong Lighthouses and the men who manned 

them”, subsequently written up in vol. 41 of the Society’s Journal, that the history of this achievement 

began to be studied. It added to the momentum that resulted in Cape D’Aguilar, Waglan, Green Island and 

Tang Lung Chau lights being declared monuments by the Antiquities Advisory Board as of 2000. 

However, the story of Hong Kong’s lights and lighthouses (collectively ‘aids to navigation’) and of the 

people who built and operated them involved a lot more than, in those early days, may have been 

immediately apparent. Since Father Ha and Dan Waters did their pioneering work, research sources for 

Hong Kong’s early days have vastly increased, especially online. Accordingly, and not least in honour of 

Dan Waters’ memory, in this talk we shall look at the fuller story of how Hong Kong’s waters were 

gradually made safer for navigation, including the lesser lights on the beacons and buoys, the cannon, 

foghorns, bells and whistles, and at Hong Kong’s time ball, once a vital help to navigational accuracy. On 

the way we shall note, with sadness, the aids that once existed but have been absorbed by reclamations, 

destroyed by war, or demolished through sheer ignorance and stupidity, whilst marking any remains that 

still exist to remind us of the too easily forgotten past. And we’ll look at some of the quirkier stories - not 

least the whodunnit of Waglan Island’s chicken eating, swimming python. 
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Future Activities 

 

The Speaker 

Stephen Davies, (BSc (Econ) Wales, MSc (Econ), PhD (London) comes from a 

British naval family that has been connected with Hong Kong for almost a 

century. He first arrived in the territory in 1947 when his father was Chaplain at 

HMS Tamar and his uncle, who had spent the war in Stanley internment camp, 

was with the Education Department. He went to Britannia Royal Naval College 

in 1963 and thereafter served in the Royal Navy and Royal Marines. After 

leaving the Royal Marines he briefly designed atlases for William Collins & 

Sons in Glasgow and taught sailing and mountaineering in an Outward Bound 

School in Northern Scotland before falling off a cliff and having to be screwed 

back together. At that point he went to university in Wales and London before 

returning to teach political theory at the University of Hong Kong from 1974 to 

1989. Between 1990 and 2004 he and his partner, Elaine Morgan sailed 50,000 

miles visiting 27 countries in their 38’ sailing sloop Fiddler’s Green II. 

 

Stephen Davies opened Hong Kong’s young maritime museum in Murray House, Stanley as its first 

Museum Director in 2005 and spent until his retirement in July 2013 working to find it a new, larger and 

more central location, getting government and donor funding, building the collection and library, and 

creating the gallery storylines. He has now returned to the University of Hong Kong where he is an 

Honorary Fellow of the Hong Kong Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences. 

 

Publications: ‘Coasting Past: The last of South China coastal trading junks photographed by William 

Heering’ was published by the Hong Kong Maritime Museum in February 2013. ‘East sails west: the 

voyage of the Keying, 1846-1855’ was published by Hong Kong University Press. His book on the history 

of the Mariners’ Club, Strong to Save: Maritime mission in Hong Kong from Whampoa Reach to the 

Mariners’ Club, is at present in publication with Hong Kong City University Press. He is at present writing 

the history of H.M.S. Tamar. 

 

Programme 

Speaker: Dr Stephen Davies 

Date:  Friday, 7
th

 October 2016 

Time:  6:30 pm admission, lecture starts at 7:00 pm 

Venue: Centre for Visual Arts (CVA), 7A, Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels 

Admission: RAS Members $100; Non-Members / Guests $150 

Booking: Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve your 

place and pay at the door 

 
****** 
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Future Activities 
 

LOCAL VISIT 

 

TSZ SHAN MONASTERY 
 

 
 

The RAS is organizing a visit to the Tsz Shan Monastery. The monastery is located off the main road in 

Tai Po’s Tung Tsz hills and is surrounded by breathtaking scenery, including the Pat Sin Leng mountain 

range and the magnificent panorama of Tolo Harbour. It manifests the best architectural features of the 

temples of Tang Dynasty China. With grounds encompassing 46,764 square metres, Tsz Shan Monastery 

comprises an 18-metre-high Grand Hall and other structures such as a Universal Hall, Maitreya Hall, Great 

Vow Hall, Tripiṭaka Library, Meditation Hall and Lecture Theatre. There is also a 76-metre-high, white 

Avalokitesvara (Guan Yin) statue, forged from bronze, the second tallest in the world. 

 

Visitors can enjoy a guided tour, light vegetarian lunch and also a selection of experiential practices: tea 

zen, water offerings, sutra copying and walking meditation.  

 

Programme 

Coordinator: Mr Don Gasper 

Date:  Sunday, 9
th

 October 2016 

Time:  AM session with vegetarian lunch (details to be advised) 

Venue: Tze Shan Monastery  

(please see the link <http://www.tszshan.org/home/new/en/visit.php#transaction> for 

more details and visitor’ guide) 

Transport: RAS group transport with cost to be advised 

Admission: No charges for entry but on-site donations are welcome. RAS Members/ Non-

members/ guests are welcome but numbers are limited to 25, with priority for 

members/ their guests 

Booking: Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve your 

place.  

 

****** 

http://www.tszshan.org/home/new/en/visit.php#transaction
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Future Activities 
 

LECTURE 

 

THE TREE IN THE STREET –  
THE GREENING OF THE CITY OF VICTORIA 

 

While the history of greening in the City of Victoria 

through the establishment of the Hongkong Botanic 

Gardens and efforts to reforest the ‘barren rock’ in the 

1870s is widely known, the role of the street tree in the 

early colonial period is not. Trees were planted along 

streets from as early as 1847.  As they grew and started to 

cast shade across the street, they began to affect public 

life, creating tolerable summer conditions in the new 

public spaces, attracting and organising transactional and 

community activities within the street, and encouraging 

new recreational pursuits. Street trees quickly took on 

broader meanings for the community, and came to 

emphasise colonial authority and social order within the 

emerging city.  In this presentation, Mathew Pryor sets out 

the genealogy of tree planting in the early years of the 

colony and discusses their role in shaping city life. 

 
Trees outside the Hong Kong Club Building on 

Queen’s Road Central, 1890 

 

(Photo courtesy of MMIS, Hong Kong Library) 
 

 

The Speaker 

Mathew Pryor is Head of the Division of Landscape Architecture, at The 

University of Hong Kong, and teaches landscape design, sustainable technologies, 

and professional practice. His current research explores issues of public space and 

walkability, sustainable urban tree management, greening and public health, and 

urban rooftop farming. His 25 years as a practicing landscape architect in Hong 

Kong has included leading project roles at the Hong Kong Wetland Park, Hong 

Kong Disneyland Resort, and within CEDD’s long running initiatives in the 

landscape treatment of man-made slopes. 

 

Programme 

Speaker: Mr. Mathew Pryor 

Date:  Friday, 28
th

 October 2016 

Time:  6:30 pm admission, lecture starts at 7:00 pm 

Venue: Centre for Visual Arts (CVA), 7A, Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels 

Admission: RAS Members $100; Non-Members / Guests $150 

Booking: Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to reserve your 

place and pay at the door 

 

 
****** 
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Recent Activities 
 

Networking Strategies of the Jebsens and Chinese Merchants  
in Hong Kong and Qingdao 1895 - 1914 

 

 

Written by Dr. Helen Tinsley 

 

With founder Michael Jebson (1835-99) and his family roots in 

Denmark, as well as historical links with German business in 

Qingdao, Jebsens Group has a long history of business activity 

in Asia. Dr. Fion So Wai Ling was one of the core team 

members of the recent Jebsen History Project, which involved 

setting up Jebsen Historical Archives in Denmark as well as a 

research team based in Hong Kong. 

 

In her lecture of 27 June 2016 to RAS members and guests, 

including representatives from the Danish Chamber of 

Commerce, she focused on the turbulent 20 years leading up to 

the 1911 revolution in China. Both European and Chinese 

merchants during this period faced many business challenges and opportunities arising from significant 

economic and political changes – including the introduction of a gold standard, the 1894/95 Sino Japanese 

war, the 1897/98 German occupation of Qingdao, the 1900/01 Boxer Uprising and late Qing dynasty 

reforms, the 1904/5 Russo-Japanese War and the China revolution of 1911. 

 

From her historical research and using social exchange theory she showed us the different and contrasting 

networking strategies, both formal and informal, employed by Jebsen, his partners and those used Chinese 

merchants during the same period, in developing business opportunities in East Asia. This was a period of 

very rapid industrial development. 

 

Following foundation or their business by Jacob Jebsen(1870-

1941) and Johann Jessen (1865-1931), Jebsens and business 

partners such as Diederichson, tended to rely on family 

networks, intermarriage, shared values, partnership and 

allocation of shares ( for example in a steamship company) to 

build trust and working relationships when developing their 

business in East Asia. Dr. So used historical photos, family 

trees and shareholding analyses as evidence to support her 

ideas.  As ship owners they were involved in postal links and 

East Asian shipping routes, coal import and brick building in 

Qingdao 1898-1908. In fact the Jebsen-Diederrichson 

partnership dissolved after 10 years with the former focusing on business opportunities in Hong Kong, 

Canton and Hamburg, whilst the latter concentrated on North China, Shanghai, Vladivostok, Beijing and 

Hamburg.  Jebsens today still uses the same trademark inherited from that period. 

 

In contrast, Chinese merchant businesses developed within about 10 commercial guilds of geographic 

origins. They found that over this period their fairly low status and negotiating powers were strengthened 

by collective actions such as anti- German boycotts and sanctions in 1906 and 1908. Using 

contemporaneous records and evidence, it was demonstrated that they tended to respond in different 

cultural ways to rapidly changing local political and economic environments. 
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Recent Activities 

 

Essentially a case study of different business styles over a 20 year period, a study of the succeeding period 

remains another research challenge. Dr. So’s interest in Germany’s colonization of Qingdao in China 

during that period continues and is the subject of a planned future publication.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Presentation of RAS Journal to speaker 

 
(Photos courtesy Helen Tinsley and Ivy Ho) 

 

****** 

 

Roy Delbyck’s Photo and Document Collection 
 

Written by Ivy Ho 

A second visit to Roy’s office to view his photo and document collection took place on Saturday, 2
nd

 July, 

2016. It turned out to be a great success where members spent almost two hours there and according to 

Chai Kim Wah, our co-ordinator for the day, members had ‘plenty of questions to ask and information to 

share’ and that Roy was ‘being so informative and generous with his time’ that he ‘kept pulling out stuff to 

show us’. 

  
(Photo courtesy Chai Kim Wah and Tom) 

 
****** 
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Of General Interest 

 

Painted Ceramics: Contemporary Treasures by Jingdezhen’s National 
Masters from the Lamda Foundation 

 

The University Museum and Art Gallery is honoured to present Painted 

Ceramics: Contemporary Treasures by Jingdezhen’s National Masters 

from the Lamda Foundation. Often celebrated as the most Chinese of 

all art forms, the tradition of porcelain making and decoration in China 

is well-known and exhaustively studied. Lesser known in this 

millennia-long history are the artworks by twentieth-century national 

masters who have continued their country’s ceramic practice and 

achieved treasures representative of their heritage. 

Today, Jingdezhen has grown from an artists’ town into an important 

modern industrial base in Jiangxi Province. Its ceramic industry is 

flourishing and it has become varied in its scope, producing daily-use 

porcelain household wares, construction and electronic ceramics, as 

well as—in comparatively small quantities—ceramic art. 

This exhibition introduces Jingdezhen as a manufacturing site for 

artefacts and it focuses on individual talents and the fame of a few master craftsmen, as well as their 

history and the uninterrupted production of unique high-quality porcelain objects of inherent beauty. The 

mastery and endurance of individual painters has left us an array of vessel shapes, compositions and 

iconographic subject matter that is, at times, both historic and contemporary.  

The most famous types of porcelain decoration from Jingdezhen are famille-

rose, linglong, blue-white and colour-glazed porcelains. All of these—in 

particular famille-rose, linglong and blue-white creations—continue to be 

mastered and, at times, re-interpreted by the national masters of our era.  

Displayed for the first time in public, these forty-four artworks by thirty-eight 

ceramicists represent the strength and ability of Jingdezhen’s artistic 

community through changing times. We thank Dr Dickson Wong, co-founder 

of the Lamda Foundation, for his generosity and enthusiasm in sharing his 

collection with the general public. 

The exhibition will run from Tuesday, 9
th

 August until Sunday, 23
rd

 October 2016 at the University 

Museum and Art Gallery, The University of Hong Kong, 90 Bonham Road, Hong Kong. 

 

(Source: University Museum and Art Gallery, The University of Hong Kong) 

****** 
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Of General Interest 

 
From Son of Heaven to Commoner 

Puyi, The Last Emperor of China 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The exhibition will run from Friday, 26

th
 August 2016 until Monday, 13

th
 February 2017 at Permanent 

Galleries No. 1 – 5, Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defence. 

<http://hk.coastaldefence.museum/en_US/web/mcd/exhibition/special/puyi.html> 

(Source: Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defence) 

 
****** 
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Of General Interest 
 

Advertising 
 
In an effort to defray newsletter costs, we are accepting advertisements that would be of interest to RAS 

members and related to the objects of the Society. Would you like to advertise a business or a service you 

can provide, or do you know someone who might be interested? Our rates are very reasonable: 

 

Full Page HK$1,150 2/3 Page HK$850 

1/2 Page HK$725 1/3 Page HK$450 

Classified First 10 words HK$70, each additional word HK$2.50 

To book advertising space, please email: <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> 

 
****** 

mailto:info@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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Of General Interest 
 

St John’s Cathedral Shop 
 

Arrangements have been made with St John’s Cathedral Bookshop for 

copies of RAS journals Vols. 51 – 55 and the book Hong Kong Going, Gone 

to be sold through the shop. It is hoped that Members will actively support 

this facility, and encourage others to purchase Society publications from the 

Bookshop. Their email address is: <bookstor@stjohnscathedral.org.hk> 

****** 

2016 Membership Renewal 
 

Members are reminded that renewals are due on 1
st
 January, 2016 and, for this purpose, a renewal form 

is available at the back of this issue. If you currently pay by cheque and would prefer the convenience 

of paying by Direct Debit, please contact the Administrator for a Direct Debit Authorisation form on 

<membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk>. Those of you who pay by Standing Order are requested 

to please ensure that the Order is for the appropriate amount. 

 

Annual 

Hong Kong Resident - Individual / Institutional  HK$700 

Hong Kong Resident - Joint / Family HK$1,000 

Hong Kong Resident – Student* HK$50 

* in full time education – please enclose a photocopy of your student ID. 

Life 

Life – Single HK$9,800 

Life – Joint HK$13,000 

Overseas 

Overseas - Annual HK$420 

Overseas - Life HK$5,800 

 

****** 

mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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Publications 
PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM 

Journals Price HK$ Qty Order 

Vols. 1 – 50 $50.00 each ___ _____ 

Vols. 51 – 55 $200.00 each ___ _____ 

 

Books 

Hong Kong Going and Gone $120.00 ___ _____ 

A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street $300.00 ___ _____ 

 

P&P within HK Overseas (surface/registered) 
A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street $55.00 $130.00  _____ 

Full set of Journals $260.00 price on request _____ 

All other volumes (per volume) $25.00 $65.00  _____ 

       

 

          TOTAL      HK$ _________  

 

 

 

Please send the order & cheque, payable to Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch, to 

RASHKB, GPO Box 3864, Hong Kong. We accept US$ or GBP cheques at exchange 

rates of US$1=HK$7 / GBP1=HK$12, but please also add US$14 / GBP8 to cover the 

bank charges incurred in clearing each cheque. 

 

 

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY HONG KONG STUDIES SERIES 

 

Ancestral Images $260.00 ………. 

Cantonese Society in HK and Singapore $260.00 ………. 

Custom, Land and Livelihood in Rural South China $260.00 ………. 

The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (hardback) $190.00 ………. 

The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (paperback) $120.00 ………. 

Early China Coast Meteorology $220.00 ………. 

East River Column: Hong Kong Guerrillas in the Second World War and After (hardback) $190.00 ………. 

East River Column (paperback) $140.00 ………. 

East River Column (Chinese edition) $110.00 ………. 

Escape from Hong Kong (hardback) $220.00 ………. 

Escape from Hong Kong (paperback) $150.00 ………. 

Forgotten Souls $320.00 ………. 

Governors, Politics and the Colonial Office $220.00 ………. 

Hong Kong Internment, 1942-1945 (paperback) $130.00 ………. 

The Lone Flag: Memoir of the British Consul in Macau during World War II $240.00 ………. 

Portugal, China & Macau Negotiations $210.00 ………. 

Public Success, Private sorrow: The Life & Times of Charles Henry Brewitt Taylor $190.00 ………. 

Reluctant Heroes: Rickshaw Pullers in Hong Kong and Canton, 1874-1954 $190.00 ………. 

Resist to the End: Hong Kong, 1941-1945 $190.00 ………. 

Scottish Mandarin $220.00 ………. 

Six-Day War of 1899: Hong Kong in the Age of Imperialism (hardback) $190.00 ………. 

Six-Day War of 1899 (paperback) $150.00 ………. 

Southern District Officer Reports $210.00 ………. 

Watching over Hong Kong: Private Policing 1841-1941 (paperback) $150.00 ………. 

P&P:   within Hong Kong  -  $25;    Overseas (surface)  -  $65 

For RAS HKB Study Series orders, please send your order with cheque, payable to The University of Hong 

Kong, to Hong Kong University Press, The University of Hong Kong Pokfulam, Hong Kong. 
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Contact Details 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Position Name Phone Fax E-mail 

President Mr Michael Broom 2719 4974 2719 4958 president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Vice-President Dr Gillian Bickley 2259 3456   2688 0546  g.bickley@proversepublishing.com 

Vice-President Dr Helen Tinsley 9034 2241  fulttins@netvigator.com 

Immediate Past 

President  

Mr Christopher Young 6388 5155   clbyoung@gmail.com 

Past President Mr Robert Nield  2540 0722   2335 5470  hiflyer@netvigator.com 

Past President  Dr Patrick Hase 2658 6529   2658 5400  phhase@hku.hk 

Hon. Secretary Mr David McKellar 2843 2493   2103 5996  mckellar@graduate.hku.hk 

Hon. Treasurer Ms Connie Carmichael 2994 2488    treasurer@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Hon. Librarian Ms Edith Chan 2241 5624   2857 2048  librarian@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Hon. Editor Dr Stephen Davies 3917 5034  stephen.davies79@gmail.com 

Hon. Activities 

Coordinator 

Dr Helen Tinsley 9034 2241  fulttins@netvigator.com 

Hon. Archivist Mrs Anna McCormick   9684 1066 2859 2115 annamcc@hku.hk 

Council Member Ms Davina Lee 9196 5934  dioramaprojects@gmail.com 

Council Member Ms Moody Tang 2813 2322   2813 8033  website@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Council Member Mr Donald Gasper 2858 6601  d_gasper@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

 

OTHER USEFUL CONTACT 

Position Name Phone  E-mail 

Administrator 

(Part-time) 

Ms Ivy Ho 6590 7523  membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 
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