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It is with deep regret that I begin this Message by noting the passing of 

RASHK member Major Keith G. Stevens who passed away in July at 

his home in Kent, England. During the Second World War, he served 

briefly in the Royal Navy before transferring to the army. He was 

commissioned into the 5 Regt Royal Gurkha Rifles (FF) and saw 

service in the Punjab and North West Frontier Provinces during the 

incredibly difficult years leading to India’s independence and partition. 

Following demobilisation, he studied at SOAS before returning to the 

Far East and further service in the Intelligence Corps. He served in 

Malaya and Singapore during the Malayan Emergency and later in 

Hong Kong. Keith joined the RASHK in 1963 and was a stalwart 

member both of the Branch in Hong Kong and later the ‘Friends’ in 

England. In addition to his numerous contributions to the Journal, he actively participated in visits. I 

personally still remember the one to Ningpo following the handover of Sovereignty. The itinerary 

included a visit to Putuoshan Island where Keith was a mine of information about Buddhist symbolism 

and Chinese deities. He is survived by his widow Nora and their three daughters. On behalf of the 

Council and members, I would like to extend our deepest sympathy and condolences to them at this 

sad time. 

 

During July and August we have taken our customary, and much needed, break. Unfortunately, the 

talk by Dr Maisie Meyer ‘Shanghai Express – From the Rivers of Babylon to the Whangpoo’ had to be 

cancelled due to the speaker’s indisposition. On a happier note, thirty members and guests gathered on 

17 July at Zetland Hall for a curry tiffin luncheon. We were honoured on this occasion by the presence 

of HM Consul Mr Patrick Turner. Patrick recently succeeded Ian Hodges, who was well known to our 

Society. I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Patrick as HM Consul and to thank Ian for 

his past interest and support to the Society. The occasion was also a farewell to RASHK member, Mrs 

Rose England, who has now returned to live in Surrey in England. I am sure all members will join me 

in wishing Rose well and we hope to see her again when she returns for visits. 

 

Having mentioned the word ‘break’, I should explain that for some members of Council and the 

committees the work continues. During the summer scheduled meetings of the Council, Activities 

Committee and the Ride Fund have taken place. The Hon Editor, Dr Stephen Davies also informs me 

that the draft of Vol 55 is now with the printer, which means you can expect your copy before 

Christmas. A working group chaired by Ms Moody Tang and comprising Ms Felicity Shaw and Ms 

Davina Lee are currently working on a revision of the Society’s website. I would like to thank the 

group for their time and effort and look forward to the outcome. Other members have been busy 

visiting various locations for future events these include, Davina Lee and Bill Greaves who are 

planning a visit to the Ping Shang Heritage Trail in October while Dr Pat Hase, and Maurice Chan are 

putting together the visit to Dapeng. In July I was fortunate to get away for a short visit to Dongguan 

where I visited the Keyuan Garden, considered by some to be the cradle of Lingnan painting and 

calligraphy. I was also fascinated to visit what remains of the old pre-war commercial and residential 

area of the city. I thought this might possibly be an idea for another cross-boundary visit, what do you 

think? 

 

As all of you will be aware, 2015 marks the seventieth anniversary of the end of World War II. For 

those of us living in Hong Kong this is an occasion when we recall the end of the war in China and the 

Pacific theatre and the end of nearly three and a half years of Japanese occupation in Hong Kong. At 

the invitation of the Hong Kong Ex-Prisoners of War Association, I was privileged to represent the 

Society and to lay a wreath at the memorial ceremony at the City Hall Shrine on Sunday, 16 August 

(see cover). In addition to the British and Canadian Consul Generals, there were consular officials 

from the USA and India. The Under Secretary of Home Affairs led several other service and 

community organisations in laying wreaths of traditional red poppies. Several members of the Society 
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were also present and participated in the wreath laying watched by veteran, Dr Dan Waters who 

unfailingly attends this ceremony. I am sure the occasion was made all the more poignant for those, 

who like myself, remember a relative who served in Hong Kong, China or the Pacific during those 

years. On Sunday 30 August, a special parade of community groups took place in Kowloon while at St 

John’s Cathedral a moving ‘Service of Thanksgiving Commemorating the End of the Second World 

War in China, South-East Asia and the Pacific’ was held in the evening. 

 

Back from holiday and hopefully refreshed we start our post summer season with an overeas trip, to 

the provinces of Shaanxi and Gansu, to explore the eastern section of the Silk Road. I am sure that the 

visit will be a fascinating one and I wish all members an interesting journey. Do not forget if you 

cannot participate in this journey, our next overseas visit will be to Northern Vietnam in December. 

Mention has been made above to two other visits nearer home and for those who could not participate 

in the ‘Silk Road’ visit why not join us in the visit on Saturday 26 September to the HK Museum of 

History for the guided tour of the special exhibition ‘The Rise of the Celestial Kingdom’ which is 

currently on show and closes in early October 2015. 

 

It seems amazing that our programme for September-October has as many visits as it does talks, which 

I think is something of a first. I do hope that as many members as possible will be able to participate in 

these events and enjoy them. Remember, we welcome guests and non-members so please do bring a 

friend!  

 

 

 

Michael Broom 

President 
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LOCAL VISIT 

 

The Rise of The Celestial Empire 
Saturday • 26

th
 September 2015 

 

The Han dynasty was both the longest and among the greatest of all unified dynasties in Chinese history 

when in 221 B.C. Emperor Shih-Huang-ti, the Great Unifier, united the country. Influences of this once 

great dynasty can be seen in the political, military, economic, artistic and cultural fronts in the times that 

followed. Externally the Han dynasty opened up the Silk Road which enabled foreign trade and cultural 

exchanges to flourish. Domestically, the dynasty saw the foundation of a stable currency, agricultural 

and handicraft industries which created a prosperous and peaceful society wherein art and culture 

flourished both in the imperial court, the aristocracy and the common people. 

 

By kind permission of the Director of the Hong Kong Museum of History, Ms Belinda Wong Sau-lan, 

the RASHK have been invited to view the major exhibition which is now being staged at the museum 

and includes major archaeological exhibits from museums in the Peoples Republic of China, including a 

jade burial suit. The visit will be conducted by a member of the Museum’s curatorial staff. 

 

Programme. 

Speaker: Member of the HKMH Curatorial staff (TBA) 

Date: Saturday, 26 September 2015 

Times: 10.00 hrs Registration and fee payment at Main Entrance HK Museum of History, 

Chatham Road 

 10.15 hrs Guided tour of Han dynasty exhibition commences 

 11.45 hrs Tour concludes 

 11.45 hrs Members at leisure to continue private viewing 

 NB: An optional Chinese ‘yum cha’ will be considered when firm numbers are known 

Cost: $50 administration fee. Please pay on arrival. 

Booking: Please complete the booking form at the back of this newsletter and return it as soon 

as possible to president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk  

 

 

****** 

 

 

LECTURE 

 

Ten Thousand Items Later – A Collector’s Journey So Far 
Wednesday • 30

th
 September 2015 

 

About 4 years ago, Roy began collecting printed materials on China and the Chinese people. Those RAS 

members who have been lucky enough, as I have been, to visit Roy’s office and view his collection, will 

know that he has amassed a treasure trove of thousands of items that simply defies description and must 

be seen to be believed: photos, letters, posters, maps, directories, yearbooks, trading cards, programmes, 

catalogues and other wonderful ephemera that shine a light on the history of China and Hong Kong 

during the 19
th

 and 20
th

 centuries. I was especially struck by pictures taken by a former colleague of the 

Hong Kong police in action between the 1966 and 1967 Riots, as well as what amounts to be a human 

resources manual for British officers overseeing the Chinese Labour Corps in France during WW1. 

 

Roy’s collection is notable not only for its breadth but also its depth in a number of areas, including the 

activities of Protestant missionaries and the colleges and universities they started (e.g., Lingnan, Ginling 

and Yenching); treaty port newspapers and journals; and Shanghai life during the interwar years. Roy 

mailto:president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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spoke at CityU in March on the theme of Shanghai 1930s and will speaking and exhibiting at HKU in 

October on the theme of China’s WW2 from Marco Polo Bridge to Pearl Harbor. 

 

Roy has kindly consented to talk to us not only about his collection but also the collecting process - how 

the collection started, how it migrated as interests changed and developed and all the fish that got - as 

well as what he has learned about the power and importance of ephemera. RAS members will be in for 

an illuminating talk.  

 

 

For those of you who may not know Roy, he is a US trade lawyer with his own 

practice in Hong Kong, which he started in the early 1990s after a partnership in the 

Hong Kong office of Baker & McKenzie. Roy joined the RAS in 2013 and has been 

an enthusiastic attendee at RAS talks since then. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaker:  Mr Roy Delbyck. 

Date/Time: Wednesday, 30 September 2015 / 6:30pm Reception, 7.00 pm Lecture. 

Venue:  Auditorium, L4, Centre for Visual Arts, 7A Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels. 

Admission: RAS Members $75; Non-Members / Guests $125.  

Booking: Please email in advance to president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk to reserve your 

place, and pay at the door.  

 

 

****** 

 

 

LECTURE 

 

The Second Tsang Dynasty 
Wednesday • 14

th
 October 2015 

 

Mark will present a power-point explaining his new book ‘the Second Tang Dynasty’ using many 

historical photographs to explain the extraordinary lives of the 12 people described in the book. They 

include Wing Yung, the first Chinese to study at Yale University – whose pigtail was constantly pulled 

by his fellow students: Tang Shao-yi, a diplomat who negotiated with Britain after its invasion of Tibet 

and became the first Prime Minister of the Republic of China: and Ma Ying-biao, who founded the 

Sincere company that became the first multinational in Hong Kong. In their different fields, the 12 all 

played an important role in the modernization of China. 

 

The Speaker  

 

Mark O’Neill was born in 1950 in Britain. He was educated at Marlborough College 

and New College, Oxford where he graduated with a degree in English Language and 

Literature. He worked in Washington DC, Manchester and Belfast before moving to 

Hong Kong in 1978. He has lived in Asia since then, working in Hong Kong, 

Taiwan, India, China and Japan for Reuters News Agency and the South China 

Morning Post. He now lives in Hong Kong and works as a journalist, writer and 

university lecturer. He speaks French, Mandarin, Cantonese and Japanese.  
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Speaker:  Mr Mark O’Neill. 

Date/Time: Wednesday, 14 October 2015 / 6:30pm Reception, 7.00 pm Lecture. 

Venue:  Auditorium, L4, Centre for Visual Arts, 7A Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels. 

Admission: RAS Members $75; Non-Members / Guests $125.  

Booking: Please email in advance to president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk to reserve your 

place, and pay at the door.  

 

 

****** 

 

 

LOCAL VISIT 

 

Heritage Visit to the Tang Clan Villages of Ping Shan  
Saturday • 17

th
 October 2015 

 

 
 

The programme for the visit is to meet behind the Peninsula Hotel in Tsim Sha Tsui at 10.00 am and 

take a private coach along the scenic Castle Peak Road to the Tang Clan Heritage Museum (the former 

Ping Shan Police Station), Yuen Long, where a staff historian will give us an escorted tour of the 

exhibits. 

 

Then we will slowly walk the Ping Shan Heritage Trail, accompanied by a qualified AMO guide, to visit 

the old villages and their historic Chinese monuments (well, as many as possible), including the recently 

restored Yan Dun Gung Study Hall,  Kun Ting Study Hall, Tang Ancestral Hall, Yiu Kiu Ancestral 

Hall, Hung Shing Temple, Hau Wong Temple, Ching Dynasty Well, Earth God Shrine, Tat Tak 

Communal Hall (HQ of the resistance army during the 7-day war of 1899), now under restoration and 

finally Tsui Shing Lau (the oldest pagoda in HK). 

 

Also, an opportunity to sample some traditional Hakka snacks on the way around. 

 

Return by coach, via Sham Tseng for a traditional healthy NT lunch – and we plan to arrive back in TST 

by about 3.30 pm. 

 

Cost: $150 for Members, $200 Non-Members.  
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If you would like to attend kindly first register with Bill Greaves on < heritage@netvigator.com >. 

 

Once your place is confirmed, please send a cheque made out to Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong 

Branch to:  The Treasurer, RAS (HK), GPO Box 3864, Central, Hong Kong, and mark on the front of 

the envelope ‘Ping Shan’. Following receipt of payment, further details and a map of the rendezvous 

location will be sent to attendees. 

 

 

****** 

 

 

LECTURE 

 

The Qian-Warburton Sisters: An Eurasian family retrospective 
through photographs from 1911 - 2011 China. 

Friday • 23
rd

 October 2015 

 

Polly Shih Brandmeyer will offer an extraordinary look back at the impact of westernization on Chinese 

life through the lens of one family. The four Qian-Warburton sisters demonstrate that identity is not 

merely a matter of biological descent but is defined by historical and geographical context. Over the 

course of their lives, the Eurasian sisters would be classified at different points as Chinese and Western 

depending on circumstance, reflecting China’s own complicated relationship with the West. Sharing 

stories and never-before-seen photographs from the Qian-Warburton family private collection, 

Brandmeyer will cover a century of Eurasian experience through images, extending from Chengdu and 

Yichang to Nanking, Kuling and Shanghai. 

 

The Speaker 

 

Polly Shih Brandmeyer contributed "Cornell Plant, Lost Girls and Recovered Lives 

- Sino-British Relations at the Human Level in Late Qing and Early Republic 

China” to this year’s RASHK journal and co-authored "Girls, Interrupted”, a 

feature for the South China Morning Post's Sunday Magazine. She was a Columbia 

University Weatherhead East Asian Institute Professional Fellow and is an alumna 

of Georgetown University. Polly currently resides in New York City with her 

husband and three young children. 

 
 

Speaker Polly Shih Brandmeyer 

Date/Time: Friday, 23 October 2015 / 6:30pm Reception, 7.00 pm Lecture 

Venue: Auditorium, L4, Centre for Visual Arts, 7A Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels 

Cost: RAS Members $75; Non-Members / Guests $125 

Booking Please email in advance to president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk or telephone 2719 

4974 to book your place. 

 

 
****** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:heritage@netvigator.com
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DAY VISIT  

 

Dapeng, Guangdong Province. 
Saturday • 24

th
 October 2015 

 

 
 

A one-day visit has been planned to the town of Dapeng in Eastern Guangdong. The visit is scheduled to 

take place on Saturday 24 October and will involve an early start leaving Kowloon promptly at 8.45 am. 

The journey to Dapeng will be by coach and will take approximately three hours. We will arrive in 

Dapeng at noon and lunch will be organised at a local restaurant. 

 

The afternoon will be taken up by a guided tour of some of the historical parts of Dapeng, led by Past 

President, Dr Patrick Hase. Hopefully time will permit a tour of the more historical parts of the town 

including sections of the wall and the surviving gates. We will also visit the museum and the residence 

of the Chinese commander, who opposed he British at the battle of Kowloon Bay at the beginning of the 

Anglo Chinese War in 1841. 

 

The return trip to Kowloon will be timed with the intention of arriving back in Tsim Sha Tsui at 

approximately 7 pm. 

 

Members wishing to participate in this visit are reminded to ensure they have the appropriate visa 

for entry into the PRC, together with their Passport or Travel Document. 

 

To register for this visit, please complete the booking form at the back of this Newsletter and send it, 

together with your cheque made out to Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch, to RASHK, G P O 

Box 3864, Hong Kong. Please mark the front of the envelope ‘Dapeng’ 

 

Date: Saturday 24 October 2015 

Timings: Registration : 8.30 am 

  Departure : 8.45 am sharp 

 Return: approximately 7.00 pm  

Costs: TBA 

Trip departs & returns: Peninsula Hotel (north side), Middle Rd, Tsimshatsui, Kowloon 

Booking deadline: Friday, 16 October 2015 

 

 

 

****** 
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LECTURE 

 

“Six metres beneath the mud off Wanchai: Sergeant Goodman RMLI 
and HMS Tamar” 

Wednesday • 28
th

 October 2015 

 

In March 2015 contractors working on the new Central-Wanchai By-pass Project found a large, metal 

object too big to shift. Stephen Davies was consulted about the identity of the object and showed to over 

ninety per cent certainty that what had been found were the remains of the old naval base depot ship, 

HMS Tamar. Ninety per cent became ninety-nine per cent when a brass tally was recovered that proved 

once to have belonged to Lance Sergeant Edgar Charles Goodman RMLI. Out of that emerged two 

stories that briefly came together in 1914. One is the very imperial story of the Tamar - including her 

almost entirely forgotten, long, pre-depot ship association with Hong Kong. The other is the story of a 

typical Royal Marine ranker of the era. Both give a vivid image of the far-flung duties of the late 19
th

 

and early 20
th

 century Royal Navy and the pivotal role of troop ships and base depot ships. 

 

     
 

 

 

The Speaker 

Stephen Davies, (BSc (Econ) Wales, MSc (Econ), PhD (London)) comes 

from a British naval family that has been connected with Hong Kong for 

almost a century. He first arrived in the territory in 1947 when his father was 

Chaplain at HMS Tamar and his uncle, who had spent the war in Stanley 

internment camp, was with the Education Department. He went to Britannia 

Royal Naval College in 1963 and thereafter served in the Royal Navy and 

Royal Marines. After leaving the Royal Marines he briefly designed atlases 

for William Collins & Sons in Glasgow and taught sailing and 

mountaineering in an Outward Bound School in Northern Scotland before 

falling off a cliff and having to be screwed back together. At that point he 

went to university in Wales and London before returning to teach political 

theory at the University of Hong Kong from 1974 to 1989. Between 1990 

and 2004 he and his partner, Elaine Morgan sailed 50,000 miles visiting 27 countries in their 38’ sailing 

sloop Fiddler’s Green II. 

The Tamar  c.1870 - as she will have looked when she first got to HK in 1865 

(the date is not a typo) with her twin, side-by-side funnels 

 

Sergeant Edgar Charles Goodman, 

RMLI, c.1922 
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Stephen Davies opened Hong Kong’s young maritime museum in Murray House, Stanley as its first 

Museum Director in 2005 and spent until his retirement in July 2013 working to find it a new, larger and 

more central location, getting government and donor funding, building the collection and library, and 

creating the gallery storylines. He has now returned to the University of Hong Kong where he is an 

Honorary Fellow of the Hong Kong Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences. 

 

Publications: ‘Coasting Past: The last of South China coastal trading junks photographed by William 

Heering’ was published by the Hong Kong Maritime Museum in February 2013. ‘East sails west: the 

voyage of the Keying, 1846-1855’ was published by Hong Kong University Press early this year. He is 

at present writing the history of the Mariners’ Club, Tsim Sha Tsui. 

 
Speaker:  Dr Stephen Davies 

Date/Time: Wednesday, 28 October 2015 / 6:30pm Reception, 7.00 pm Lecture 

Venue:  Auditorium, L4, Centre for Visual Arts, 7A Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels 

Admission: RAS Members $75; Non-Members / Guests $125.  

Booking: Please email in advance to president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk to reserve your 

place, and pay at the door.  

 

 

****** 

 

 

LECTURE 

 

Hong Kong: Fulcrum of the Sino-Japanese War. 
Friday • 4

th
 December 2015 

 
During the Second Sino-Japanese War Hong Kong was a Chinese city of great significance as it became 

the nexus of imperial conflict in Asia.   

 

Hong Kong’s strategic military value rested in its port facilities, as these were connected by rail to 

China’s 9th War Zone in Hunan. Throughout the course of the war, Hong Kong served as the most 

significant conduit of military supplies sustaining Chinese resistance, particularly at Changsha, and this 

situation helped draw the Japanese into a quagmire that could not be escaped easily. 

 

Within this scenario, Hong Kong became a city of geopolitical importance. Southern China was a region 

where international influence was strong. Soviet advisers helped sustain the Chinese army, while the 

British maintained open logistical doors through Hong Kong and Burma. An objective in China for 

some was the formation of an anti-fascist front with the Soviets, but this met with failure initially while 

Anglo-Japanese antagonism intensified. After the fall of France, however, British influence was eclipsed 

by American intervention that rose steadily throughout 1941. One result was an oil embargo against 

Japan and another was the creation of the American Volunteer Group. A third was the reinforcement of 

Hong Kong with forces from America’s Canadian ally. The latter move was a gesture of assurance to 

China that additional support was on the way. 

 

To relieve the pressure, Japanese leaders considered advancing north into the Soviet Union or south 

against the British and Americans. The latter option held greater appeal, but the rising level of US 

intervention meant that the window of opportunity was closing. Racing against time, the Japanese 

attacked Pearl Harbor and began a fateful campaign into the Southwest Pacific in December 1941. Part 

of the opening act included battles at Hong Kong and Changsha to force an end of the war in China. 

This effort failed in Hunan, and although the Japanese empire expanded rapidly across the Pacific, the 

result was a Pyrrhic victory at best. British power in Asia was smashed, but for the Japanese, a similar 
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fate was only a matter of time. Hong Kong was an important catalyst that contributed to this process. 

 

The Speaker 

Dr Macri’s presentation is based on research 

conducted for his PhD in history at The University 

of Hong Kong. The dissertation evolved 

somewhat and was published by the University 

Press of Kansas in 2012. The book is entitled 

Clash of Empires in South China: The Allied 

Nations’ Proxy War with Japan, 1935-1941. 

Currently, he is the senior research fellow and 

senior tutor at St. John’s College. He previously 

served as an infantryman with the Royal Canadian 

Regiment and more recently as an investigation 

leader with the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam in Hawaii. 

 

Speaker:  Dr Franco Macri 

Date/Time: Friday, 4 December 2015 / 6:30pm Reception, 7.00 pm Lecture 

Venue:  Auditorium, L4, Centre for Visual Arts, 7A Kennedy Road, Mid-Levels 

Admission: RAS Members $75; Non-Members / Guests $125.  

Booking: Please email in advance to president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk to reserve your 

place, and pay at the door.  

 

 

****** 

 

 

RASHKB OVERSEAS TOUR 

 
Central Vietnam: Danang, Hoi An, Hue. 

 
11

th
 December to 15

th
 December 2015 (5 days/4 nights) 

 

                       
 
We shall fly directly to Da Nang in Central Vietnam where we will visit the Danang Museum. This 

houses a collection of stone sculptures from the Hindu Cham civilization, which occupied Central 

Vietnam in the first millennium through to the 14th century AD. We take a short drive to the China 

Beach, Marble Mountain and on to the ancient town and historic Cham port of Hoi An, now a UNESCO 

World Heritage site. It controlled the strategic spice trade with Indonesia. Hoi An was a major 

international port in the 16th and 17th centuries - and the Dutch and Portuguese influences are still 
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discernible and are exemplified in its fascinating museum. We have a day excursion over the spectacular 

Haivan Pass to Hue, the Imperial city of the Nguyen dynasty from 1802 to 1945, to visit the palaces and 

take a boat on the Perfume River. This will be a more relaxing tour spanning over a long weekend. We 

intend to stay all 3 nights in a resort hotel.  

 

                  

 

Further details and a booking form will be posted in November’s Newsletter and by e-mail to Members, 

or you may contact rockydang@yahoo.com to register your interest and request more details. 

 

 

****** 

 

 

 

Any member who would be willing to write a review of an RAS activity for the Newsletter 

should please contact Mr Michael Broom, Hon Activities Co-ordinator, either by email on 

president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk or by telephone on 2719 4958 

 
 
 

 

 

Advertising 
 
In an effort to defray newsletter costs, we are accepting advertisments that would be of interest to RAS 

members and related to the objects of the Society. Would you like to advertise a business or a service 

you can provide, or do you know someone who might be interested? Our rates are very reasonable: 

 

 

Full Page HK$1,150 2/3 Page HK$850 

1/2 Page HK$725 1/3 Page HK$450 

Classified First 10 words HK$70, each additional word HK$2.50 

 

To book advertising space, please email: membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 
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mailto:rockydang@yahoo.com
mailto:president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
mailto:info@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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The Legal and Illegal Wildlife Trade in 
Hong Kong, Greater China and Asia 

Wednesday • 17
th

 June 2015 

written by Kim Wah Chai 

 
The last RAS lecture before the summer break was a sobering survey of Asia’s booming trade in wild 

plants and animals, which is contributing to the rapid depletion and threatened extinction of many 

species. Dr Yannick Kuehl, Regional Director for East and South Asia of TRAFFIC, an NGO that 

monitors the global wildlife trade, provided plenty of evidence for this alarming picture in a data-

packed presentation of charts, graphs and some grisly photos. 

 

Dr Kuehl began with a drawing of a dodo, the flightless bird endemic to Mauritius that was eaten to 

extinction by Dutch settlers in the late 17
th

 century. In this region and century, the dodo’s fate has 

befallen China’s Baiji river dolphin and Vietnam’s Javan rhinoceros. But not all species lost are 

iconic; many disappear in obscurity. Scientists now estimate the loss of species is 1,000 to 10,000 

times higher than the natural extinction rate, i.e. the rate at which species would go extinct if humans 

weren’t around.  

 

Of the “flagship species,” the African rhino currently faces an acute crisis due to demand for its horn 

in East Asia. In 2011, 450 rhinos were poached in South Africa; last year, 1,215 were killed, the worst 

year on record. In May this year, 65 rhino horns and 1.1 tons of ivory were seized in Mozambique, the 

biggest haul in history. (The previous record had been 33 horns seized in Hong Kong.) Since 2008, 

soaring demand for powdered rhino horn has come from Vietnam, where it is popular as a sexual 

stimulant, hangover cure and status symbol. Dr Kuehl noted that consuming rhino horn is not rooted 

in Vietnamese tradition; it’s a modern fad that developed a dynamic of its own. 

 

Also driven largely by Asian demand is the poaching of African elephants - 25,000 are killed for their 

tusks each year. Tanzania, for example, had 109,000 elephants in 2009, but last year their numbers 

were down to 43,330. Three of the largest ivory seizures since 2000 were in Hong Kong, which has 

the largest ivory stockpile outside Africa - 33 tons, of which 28 are finally being destroyed. 

 

Worldwide, the value of the illegal wildlife trade is estimated at up to US$70 billion a year, making it 

the 4
th

 most lucrative transnational crime after trafficking in drugs, people and arms. Organized crime 

is attracted to the trade by its high rewards and low risk - in Hong Kong, for instance, the maximum 

sentence for wildlife crime is only two years in prison. 

 

In Greater China, wildlife, legal and illegal, is big business, driven by: traditional Chinese medicine, 

whose ingredients are drawn from wild plants and animals (e.g. bear bile, caterpillar fungus); demand 

for prized food and liquor (e.g. wild meat, snake bile); cultural traditions (e.g. ivory carving); demand 

for luxury goods (e.g. products made of tortoiseshell, reptile skin). 

 

Hong Kong is at the centre of this business, both as consumer and as transshipment point to other 

markets. Hong Kong’s reputation for reliable quality has made it Asia’s hub of high-value wildlife 

commodities, from abalone and shark fin to designer snakeskin handbags to exotic pets. Dr Kuehl 

pointed out that abalones are illegally harvested off the South African coast, where crime syndicates 

pay harvesters, mostly recruited from slums, with crystal meth in order to addict them. Once the 

abalones enter Hong Kong, however, they’re legal. 

 

Stopping the illegal trade in wildlife and its products requires a multi-pronged approach on multiple 

levels, Dr Kuehl said, ranging from securing high-level political commitment, such as Beijing’s 

recently announced “groundbreaking” plan to phase out the ivory trade, to strengthening enforcement 

and changing consumer behaviour. 
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After research showed China’s ivory business is mainly driven by corporate gift-giving, TRAFFIC 

has been getting companies to adopt a zero-tolerance policy on the gifting of endangered wildlife 

products. It signed an MOU with Alibaba to remove advertisements for such products on Chinese e-

commerce websites. This year it launched a “green collecting” campaign in China urging collectors to 

buy artwork made from sustainably-sourced materials that “have cultural value without reputational 

cost.” It has also held training workshops for enforcement personnel in Guangxi and Yunnan 

provinces on wildlife laws, species identification and investigation methods, and trained detector dogs 

to sniff out ivory, pangolin scales, tiger bone and other wildlife parts at border towns and Guangzhou 

airport. In Vietnam, an ad campaign showing rhino horn is made of keratin, the same substance as 

fingernails, and does not affect masculinity, targeted its consumers at venues they frequent - golf & 

tennis clubs, swanky cafes, luxury car dealers. 

 

Almost everyone in the small audience had a question for Dr Kuehl, who certainly did his bit to 

further one of TRAFFIC’s aims to “take wildlife protection out of the environmental ghetto and onto 

the social agenda”.  

 

 

 

****** 

 

 

Tiffin Curry Lunch 
Friday • 17 July 2015 
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President, Michael Broom, presenting Rose England with a token of appreciation 

for all her support to the Society in the past 
 (Photos courtesy of Dr Helen Tinsley) 

 

 

****** 

 

 

VJ Day Commemoration 
 

Sunday • 16 August 

City Hall, Hong Kong 

 

 
Canadian Consul General, Mr J Ian Burchett, with guests at City Hall 
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British Consul-General, Caroline Wilson 

Laying roses at the City Hall Shrine 

 
 

RASHK President, Michael Broom 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wreaths and roses at City Hall 

Cdr James McGowan with 

Lt Col Peter Meservey 
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Members’ Survey Summary 
 

In 2013/14 a comprehensive survey questionnaire was circulated to RASHK members. The response 

rate was low (less than10% of the total membership responded) - hence the result was considered to 

be not really representative of the membership as a whole. Council has nonetheless taken note of the 

responses, though with no significant consequent changes to policy or procedure. 

 

From those who did respond there were some useful pointers: 

 

 There was broad appreciation for the Society, especially the talks and local walking tours/visits. 

The Journal and Newsletter were welcomed by members. (Members may like to know that soft 

copy newsletters are now widely accepted). 

 The was mixed feedback on the timing of events with a tendency to favour weekday evenings. 

(Start times for talks are now more flexible). 

 AGM attendance was not very popular as an event 

 Members were familiar with the Society's webpage and 'friending' on the Facebook page. There 

was input on appreciation of website content as well as ideas on how members can further support 

the RASHK. 

 

Should more accurate data be needed for future planning, Council will consider how a more 

representative sampling of members’ views could be arranged in future. 

 

 

 

****** 

 

 

 

Library News 
 

 
LIBRARY DONATIONS 

 

 

The following items have been received for the RAS library, our thanks go to Felicity Shaw making 

these donations:- 

 

 Rural architecture in Hong Kong. Hong Kong : Government Information Services, 1979. 

 

 Warner, John. 100 years ago : a picture story of Hong Kong in 1870. Hong Kong : The 

Government Printer, 1970. 

 

 Endacott, George B. Government and people in Hong Kong, 1841-1962 : a constitutional history. 

Hong Kong : Hong Kong University Press, 1964. 
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Journals Price HK$ Qty Order 

Vols. 1 – 48 $50.00 each ___ _____ 

Vols. 49 – 54 $200.00 each ___ _____ 

 

Books 

Hong Kong Going and Gone $120.00 ___ _____ 

A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street $300.00 ___ _____ 

 

P&P within HK Overseas (surface/registered) 
A Sense of Place: Hong Kong West of Pottinger Street $55.00 $130.00  _____ 

Full set of Journals $260.00 price on request _____ 

All other volumes (per volume) $25.00 $65.00  _____ 

       

 

          TOTAL      HK$ _________  

 

 

 

Please send the order & cheque, payable to Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch, to 

RASHKB, GPO Box 3864, Hong Kong. We accept US$ or GBP cheques at exchange 

rates of US$1=HK$7 / GBP1=HK$12, but please also add US$14 / GBP8 to cover the 

bank charges incurred in clearing each cheque. 

 

 

 

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY HONG KONG STUDIES SERIES 

 

Ancestral Images $260.00 ………. 

Cantonese Society in HK and Singapore $260.00 ………. 

Custom, Land and Livelihood in Rural South China $260.00 ………. 

The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (hardback) $190.00 ………. 

The Dragon and the Crown: Hong Kong Memoirs (paperback) $120.00 ………. 

Early China Coast Meteorology $220.00 ………. 

East River Column: Hong Kong Guerrillas in the Second World War and After (hardback) $190.00 ………. 

East River Column (paperback) $140.00 ………. 

East River Column (Chinese edition) $110.00 ………. 

Escape from Hong Kong (hardback) $220.00 ………. 

Escape from Hong Kong (paperback) $150.00 ………. 

Forgotten Souls $320.00 ………. 

Governors, Politics and the Colonial Office $220.00 ………. 

Hong Kong Internment, 1942-1945 (paperback) $130.00 ………. 

The Lone Flag: Memoir of the British Consul in Macau during World War II $240.00 ………. 

Portugal, China & Macau Negotiations $210.00 ………. 

Public Success, Private sorrow: The Life & Times of Charles Henry Brewitt Taylor $190.00 ………. 

Reluctant Heroes: Rickshaw Pullers in Hong Kong and Canton, 1874-1954 $190.00 ………. 

Resist to the End: Hong Kong, 1941-1945 $190.00 ………. 

Scottish Mandarin $220.00 ………. 

Six-Day War of 1899: Hong Kong in the Age of Imperialism (hardback) $190.00 ………. 

Six-Day War of 1899 (paperback) $150.00 ………. 

Southern District Officer Reports $210.00 ………. 

Watching over Hong Kong: Private Policing 1841-1941 (paperback) $150.00 ………. 

P&P:   within Hong Kong  -  $25;    Overseas (surface)  -  $65 

 

For RAS HKB Study Series orders, please send your order with cheque, payable to The University of Hong 

Kong, to Hong Kong University Press, The University of Hong Kong Pokfulam, Hong Kong. 
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Council Members Contact Details 
 

Position Name Phone Fax E-mail 

President Mr Michael Broom 2719 4974 2719 4958 president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Vice-President Dr Gillian Bickley 2259 3456   2688 0546  g.bickley@proversepublishing.com 

Vice-President Dr Helen Tinsley 9034 2241  fulttins@netvigator.com 

Immediate Past 

President  

Mr Christopher Young 6388 5155   clbyoung@gmail.com 

Past President Mr Robert Nield  2540 0722   2335 5470  hiflyer@netvigator.com 

Past President Dr Dan Waters 2858 1858   2576 6472  benefit@netvigator.com 

Past President  Dr Patrick Hase 2658 6529   2658 5400  phhase@hku.hk 

Hon. Secretary Mr David McKellar 2843 2493   2103 5996  mckellar@graduate.hku.hk 

Hon. Treasurer Ms Connie Carmichael 2994 2488    treasurer@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Hon. Librarian Ms Edith Chan 2241 5624   2857 2048  librarian@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Hon. Editor Dr Stephen Davies 3917 5034  stephen.davies79@gmail.com 

Hon. Activities 

Coordinator 

Mr Michael Broom 2719 4974 2719 4958 stgeorge_hk.yahoo.co.uk 

Hon. Archivist Ms Stacy B Lee   2859 7953   2517 8647  sblee@hku.hk 

Council Member Ms Davina Lee 9196 5934  dioramaprojects@gmail.com 

Council Member Ms Moody Tang 2813 2322   2813 8033  website@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

Council Member Mr Maurice J Chan 2877 1833 2596 0845 emailmjc@netvigator.com 

Council Member Mr Donald Gasper 2858 6601  d_gasper@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

 

Other Useful Contacts / Links 

Position Name   E-mail 

Administrator 

(Part-time) 

Miss Liz Hamerton 6590 7523  membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

 

mailto:hiflyer@netvigator.com
mailto:hiflyer@netvigator.com
mailto:info@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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Day  Trip to Dapeng Walled Village [大鵬城村] 

Longgang, Shenzhen [龍崗區 深圳市] 
 

Date: Saturday 24 October 2015 

Timings: 8:30 am for registration, 8:45 am sharp for departure, and 

approximately 7:00 pm for return  

Costs: TBA 

Trip starts and ends at: Peninsula Hotel (north side), Middle Rd, Tsimshatsui, Kowloon 

 

Payment by cheque made payable to: "Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch" 

Booking form with cheque posted to: GPO Box 3864, Hong Kong. 

Booking deadline: Friday, 16 October 2015 

 

 

Applicant's name: __________________________________________________ 

 (Member / Non Member)*  (* Please indicate accordingly) 

No. of places booked: __________________________________________________ 

Name(s) of member(s): __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

Name(s) of non-member(s) __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

Total amount stated on cheque: HK$______________________________________________ 

Applicant's telephone number: __________________________________________________ 

Applicant's email address (if any): __________________________________________________ 

Applicant's fax number (if any): __________________________________________________ 

 

Note: 

As pre-arrangements and commitments must be made for coach transport and luncheons for about 24 

to 30 participants, booking forms and cheques should arrive at the designated GPO box no later than 

the above-stated booking deadline. Please also ensure that all participants carry with them their valid 

passport or Mainland Travel Permit and relevant visa, and wear suitable shoes for prolonged walking. 

 

By signing hereunder, I also confirm (on my own behalf and on behalf of all other participants stated 

herein) the following terms: 

 

1. Payments made are non-refundable unless the trip is cancelled due to insufficient participants 

or unforeseen circumstances; 

2. I (or we) hereby undertake to use my (or our) best endeavours to avoid health, safety and 

security hazards; 

3. Members of RASHK and the participants in this trip shall not be held liable for any accident, 

injury or loss not directly caused by them. 

 

 

 

 (Applicant's Signature) (Date) 

 

For enquiries, please contact Dr Patrick Hase (phase@hku.uk or 2658 5400)  

 

mailto:phase@hku.uk
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BOOKING FORM 

 

Hong Kong Museum History – Han Dynasty Exhibition 
 

Saturday, 26 September 2015 

 

 

Please reserve  places for members @ $50 each and for non-members/guests @ $100 

each.   (NB: Pay on the day) 

 

 

Name of Member :  

(PLEASE PRINT) 

 

Name of Guest/s : 

 

Your contact Tel No : 

 
 
Please return this form as soon as possible to :  president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

mailto:guests/non-members@...,....$100
mailto:president@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk

