
OVERSEAS TOUR 

 

Shanxi Trip: Datong, Wutaishan (Mt Wutai), Pingyao, Taiyuan 
 

16-21 September 2016 

 

Shanxi Province is a cradle of Chinese civilization and culture. Our visit will be a natural follow-on 

to those who joined our Silk Road tour in July 2015. But for those who may not yet have visited the 

Silk Road, Shanxi provides a splendid introduction to Chinese history and heritage. Shanxi is not 

only steeped in history but many of its walled settlements and temples, its architectural features and 

cave sculptures remain in remarkably good condition. It also enjoys much attractive scenery. 

 

Datong in the north of the Province was once capital in the 

Northern Wei period and just outside it we shall be visiting the 

impressive Liao dynasty Huayan Temple with its fine deva statues. 

Nearby the magnificent wooden bracketed Shanhua temple 

buildings house fine carvings of the Buddha and of celestial 

generals. The Yungang grottoes contain superb Buddhist cave 

statues and art dating from the Northern Wei (386 to 534 AD). 

Supported precariously against a near vertical cliff the Hanging 

Monastery seems an improbable structure to stand the test of time 

but it houses many fine ancient carvings of Buddhas. 

 

The Yingxian wooden pagoda was constructed in the Liao dynasty 

over 900 years ago. The nine storey pagoda is 67 m high.  

 

 

Mt. Wutai is one of the “Four Sacred 

Buddhism Mountains” in China. (The 

other three are Mt. Emei in Sichuan 

Province, Mt. Putuoshan in Zhejiang 

Province and Mt. Jiuhua in Anhui 

Province). The peaks of this mountain 

rise to over 3,000 metres. The lower 

slopes are beautifully wooded and are 

home to numerous temples, shrines and 

pagodas. The upper slopes are more 

reminiscent of alpine meadows. 

 

We shall then head back to Taiyuan in 

the centre of the Province and its capital. 

Just to the south, we shall visit the 

ancient town of Pingyao. Its huge 14th 

century town walls and gates, together with the location of its wells, were designed to represent, in 

plan, a turtle, symbol of longevity. The old town is relatively authentic with genuinely ancient 

towers, many Ming and Qing buildings and considerable charm. 

 

To round off the tour we shall include the Shanxi Museum, well recognized as one of the better 

Provincial museums, which covers many aspects of Shanxi culture. 

 

We have chosen what should be an attractive time to visit Shanxi with the comfortable autumn after 

the summer rains and before the winter freeze.   

 

(Photos courtesy, Peter Stuckey) 

 



Tentative Outline itinerary – subject to refinement 

 

 
 

Day 01   HKG – Taiyuan – Datong by flight @ 2.5 hours and coach @ 4 hours. 

Direct flight to Taiyuan. Arrive about 3 pm. Meet at airport and transfer to Datong by coach @ 4 

hours. Dinner and overnight in Datong. 

 

Day 02   Datong: Hanging Monastery, Huayan Temple and the Yungang Grottoes.  

By coach, our first stop is Yungang Grottoes, stretching for about 1 km from west to east. Move on 

to Huayan Temple on the western side of Datong city, the largest and most well preserved temple of 

the Liao and Jin dynasties in China. After lunch, continue to the Shanhua Monastery of the Tang 

Dynasty, located in central Datong within the old city walls. Overnight at same hotel in Datong. 

 

Day 03  Datong – Wutaishan (Mt.Wutai) by coach @ 4 hours.  

In the morning, visit the Hanging temple in Hunyuan County and the Wooden Pagoda in Yingxian 

County, the oldest and largest wooden Buddhist pagoda existing in the world. After lunch, transfer to 

Wutaishan by coach. Overnight at Wutaishan. 

 

Day 04  Wutaishan – Taiyuan  by coach @ 4 hours. 

Full day tour to Mt. Wutai and its temples. We will visit Pusa Ding, Xiantong Temple and Ten 

Thousand Buddha Pavillion. Taihuai Town is the cultural centre of Mt. Wutai. There are many 

temples in this area such as Xiantong Temple, Manjusri Temple, Tayuan Temple, Shuxiang Temple, 

etc. Late afternoon drive to Taiyuan (about 4 hours). Overnight at hotel in Taiyuan. 

 

Day 05  Taiyuan – Pingyao – Taiyuan by coach @ 2 hours each way. 

Full day in UNESCO World Heritage Site - Pingyao. This well-preserved ancient town was capital 

of the Emperor Yao. During the Qing Dynasty, Pingyao was a financial centre for China. Overnight 

at the same hotel in Taiyuan. 

 

Day 06  Taiyuan – Hong Kong by flight. Dpt. about 3 pm. 

In the morning, we check out of the hotel and visit the Shanxi Museum followed by the Meng Shan 

Giant Stone Buddha. Originally carved in the Northern Qi dynasty in the 6th Century AD, it is some 

63m high, though its head was repaired only recently. After lunch, we transfer to the airport for our 

flight to Hong Kong. 

 

Estimated cost: HK$ 14,360 per pax. Single supplement HK$ 2,200.  

Non-member surcharge HK$ 700. Tour price includes flights, accommodation, all meals, entrance 

fees, transport and basic tips. Tour price does not include for visa, travel insurance or beverages. 
 

For bookings and enquiries please contact: Rocky Dang at rockydang@yahoo.com  or  tel. 91823483, or 

Peter Stuckey at peterstuckey@yahoo.com.hk or tel. 92324284. 

 

Phoenix Services Agency (HK) Ltd. 

Rm.1417, Austin Tower, 22-26 Austin Avenue, TST, Kowloon, Hong Kong; 

Email: ras@phoenixtrvl.com; rockydang@yahoo.com; Tel: (852) 2722 7378; (852) 9182 3483; 

Phoenix Services Agency (Hong Kong) Ltd. Travel Agent License No.:350706 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qing_Dynasty
mailto:rockydang@yahoo.com
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BOOKING FORM 

 

SHANXI PROVINCE TRIP 
Fri 16 Sep to Wed 21 Sep, 2016: 6 days / 5 nights 

 
Costs:  RASHK Members - HK$14,360 per person, sharing a Twin-bed Room;    

Non-Member Supplement - HK$700;  

Single occupancy Supplement - HK$2,200; 

Booking Deadline:  First come, first served.  

 

I would like to join the above Tour organized by Phoenix Services Agency (HK) Ltd ("Phoenix 

Services") for the benefit of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong ("RASHK"). 

 

NB: Please attach or scan a copy of your travel document  

Passport / Return Permit Name: ______________________________________(underline surname);  

Passport Nationality: _______________________; Passport / Permit No.: _________________;  

Passport / Permit Expiry Date: __________________; Date of Birth: ______________________; 

Contact Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________; 

Tel. No(s).: ____________________;  Email Address(es): ________________________________;  

Emergency Contact Information: ____________________________________________________;  

 

Please Tick in the Appropriate Box. * Delete as appropriate. 

[      ] I am a current member of the RASHK, and am entitled to Members' rates; 

[      ] I am not a member, and agree to pay the Non-Member Supplement of HK$700; 

[      ] I wish to share a [Twin / Double] * room with ____________________________________ ; 

[      ] I need a single room, and agree to pay the Single Room Supplement of $2,200; 

[      ] Please make the following dietary arrangements, if possible :__________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________; 

 

By signing hereunder, I confirm my understanding that this trip is organized by Phoenix Services for 

the benefit of RASHK, and that its members and the participants in this tour shall not be held liable 

for any accident, injury or loss not directly caused by them. I also acknowledge that confirmed 

economy class tickets are non-refundable and non-changeable, and that if there are insufficient 

participants, the trip may be cancelled with a full refund of my payments (if made), or if there are 

unforeseen circumstances, the tour may be aborted. I also hereby consent to Phoenix Services 

donating any portion of my payment(s), to RASHK for its charitable purposes. 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________ ___________________________________ 

(Signature)       (Date) 

 

For enquiries, please contact Phoenix Services: 

Rm.1417, Austin Tower, 22-26 Austin Avenue, TST, Kowloon, Hong Kong; 

Eugenia Choi (ras@phoenixtrvl.com; 2722 7378) and/or Rocky Dang (rockydang@yahoo.com; 9182 3483) 

  Phoenix Services Agency (Hong Kong) Ltd. Travel Agent License No.:350706 
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