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                              Message from your President, Helen Tinsley 

 

Welcome to our May/ June 2022 RASHK Newsletter and a warm welcome to our incoming new members 

who have joined RASHK in the past couple of months. I hope you all enjoy catching up on our news and 

look forward to the events we have planned in the coming two months. 

Local restrictions linked to Covid-19 have begun to ease, as the fifth wave of the highly infectious Omicron 

variant here in Hong Kong thankfully recedes, though sadly taking a heavy toll amongst local frail and 

stubbornly vaccination-hesitant elderly.  The recent consensus view in our health care community is that 

most of our population has now either been infected or well vaccinated. Many have been taking to our hiking 

trails to enjoy fresh air and glorious weather. The photo above, taken from Pokfulam Country Park, celebrates 

this feeling of recovery after some difficult winter months.  

Once again over the past couple of months we relied heavily on Zoom technology for our events, but we had 

the chance to enjoy a rich range of presentations by overseas and local speakers, as well as opportunities to 

access those Zoom events hosted by our sister RAS Societies elsewhere.  Attendance rates for our events 

have increased. Some of our book talks have been very well attended and who can forget our Council member, 

Roy Delbyck, with his longtime friend Don Cohn as discussant, sharing their joy in collecting. We have also 

taken the opportunity to let you know about a rich selection of available talks and speakers from other 

societies which may be of interest to our membership, where registration was easily accessible. Many of 

these have touched on a wide range of topics as well as being highly enjoyable. Our Activities Committee 

members and Jace Au, our Administrator, continue to keep me updated on possible speakers and talks of 

potential interest.  As always comments and suggestions from members are most welcome. 

Please take a look at our events planned for the coming two months. It is a full and rich programme.  A 

couple of the face to face visits we arranged some time ago and were deferred, are now rescheduled. I will 

look forward to seeing members then, with our fingers crossed that we manage to avoid further constraints 

linked to a sixth wave of Covid-19  related infection. Plans for July and August are also in progress. 

Our 62nd RASHK AGM was successfully held on Tuesday 26th April 2022. Many of those who attended 

were logging in from overseas. Links to the various subject officers’ annual reports can be found on our 

website and you will be delighted to know that our Society was reported to be in a sound financial position. 

I have to thank our Council Members and Ride Fund Trustees who will continue to serve the Society with 

their wide range of expertise. Stephen Davies has stepped back from his role as VP and Council member, 

but promises in his continuing role as member that we will have continued access to his extensive knowledge 

and helpful advice on historical matters. Immediately following the AGM, Colin Day, who chairs the Ride 

Fund Trustees, gave us a welcome presentation, reminding us of the history and work of the Ride Fund which, 

since 2003 until now,  has supported the publication of an impressive 36 books in the  RASHK Hong Kong 

Studies Series—details of which are available later in our Newsletter. One of the recent books published 

under this banner, carries a dedication to Mike Broome, our former President, its publication being supported 

by generous donations from our RASHK members.   For those who could not attend our AGM and hear 

Colin’s talk, he has written an article on the work of the Ride Fund included later in this Newsletter.   
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Some of our long time members have left Hong Kong, continuing as overseas members, and we have 

benefited from their very generous leaving donations of books and journals, which will be catalogued and 

sent to our RASHK Library collection.  I know that Friends of RASHK in UK warmly welcome contact from 

RASHK members relocating to UK.   Members of their group have also been active in progammes to 

welcome HK families who have moved to UK.       

On behalf of myself, Council and Committee members, I send you our best wishes.  

Stay well  

Helen Tinsley, President RASHK April 2022  
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Future Activities 
 

 All planned activities in 2022 will be subject to local regulations regarding COVID-19 restrictions, 

so please check when we are nearer the event date. If face-to-face meetings are not possible, every 

attempt will be made to link up via Zoom.   

 

 

 NOTE FOR ONLINE TALKS 

 

The RASHK hosts online talks over the Zoom application, downloadable on computer at https://zoom.us/ or 

smartphone from any app store. 

 

Zoom links to access the online talk will be sent to members (who have registered) prior to the event. 

 

If you would like to attend an online talk, please email membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk so that we 

can send you the zoom link for access.  

 

 

****** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://zoom.us/
mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk


Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong | 2022 

 

6 
 

ONLINE TALK 

 

London Letters Home  

In preparation for working in China –  

American boy learns the London side of the tea trade 
 

Thursday • 5 May 2022 

 

 
 

 

Details 

 

The talk will present a glimpse of the four years Gus spent in London apprenticing as a tea taster, preparing 

to join his cousins’ firm of Augustine Heard & Co. in China - 1861-1865.  Gus' letters describe the daily 

workings of the mid-19th century tea business in London and hint at his coming of age there.  

  

Gus set off on his adventures in 1861 when he was just 17.  Gus was young, naïve, and alone in the big 

Smoke.  He encountered bullies in his lodging place, the hoi polloi crowding across London Bridge, clerks 

and fellow apprentices in the City, kind landladies, welcoming families, demeaning employers at Bullivant 

& Wilson and decent ones at Ripley’s on Mincing Lane.  He roamed the streets of London, entered the 

Commercial Auction House, the Post Office, Customs House, and the docks. He rode to work on the 

Metropolitan subway line, just after it was finished.  He ventured out to the countryside, visited Scotland in 

June and Paris for Christmas, and attended a Scottish church, where he met young ladies from Nova Scotia. 

  

He made a best friend: ‘At Ripley’s, there are two other young fellows whom I like very much.  They are 

preparing to go to China.  There is one about my age, who is situated about the same as I am.  He is from 

Glasgow, Scotland.’  
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The Speaker 

Penelope Pelham West grew up in Washington, D.C., then went north to 

college to seek her New England roots. Being named Penelope Pelham and the 

subsequent gift of this woman's 17th century shoe initiated her into the 

pleasures of researching, travelling and writing. She lives in Maine.  Over the 

years, she has worked in schools and libraries, founded and run the Green Store 

in Belfast Me and now lives in a cohousing community in a net zero all electric 

house.  

The inspiration for London Letters Home sprang from a chance meeting in a youth hostel with Satsuki 

Yamashita, who was intrigued by the fact that Penny's grandfather was born in Japan in 1880.  When she got 

back to Japan, she sent Penny a map of Yokohama showing where her grandfather had been born and where 

her great grandfather, Gus Farley, Jr., (the subject of this book) had worked.  Then it turned out a cousin had 

a cache of family stories and the letters17-year old Gus wrote home from London where he had gone to learn 

the Tea Trade, with the aim of going straight on to China to work for his cousins, the Heards.    

 

PROGRAMME 

Speaker:                     Penelope Pelham West 

Date:                           Thursday, 5 May 2022 

Time:                          7pm - 8pm, Hong Kong Time                                     

Venue:                        Online on Zoom, please sign up to receive the link 

Admission:                 No charge, please register your attendance in advance                                     

Booking:                     Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk>                             

                                    in advance to register your attendance 

 

 

 

****** 

 

  

mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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ONLINE TALK 

 

Extreme Weakness:  

Beriberi and the Politics of Public Health in Pre-WWII Hong Kong  
 

Thursday • 12 May 2022 

 

 
 

Details 

 

Beriberi was prevalent in Hong Kong from the 1880s to the 1930s. It was part of a mystery that clouded 

colonial administrators in many ports and cities in Southeast Asia. It was a common concern for the Far 

Eastern Association for Tropical Medicine. It attracted many medical researchers in the region to investigate 

the pathology and identify appropriate remedies. But when malnutrition was identified as its root cause, the 

Hong Kong government did not introduce any effective public health measures to tackle it. It was only after 

Selwyn Selwyn-Clarke had become the Director of Medical Services in 1937, the Hong Kong government 

started the work of the Nutrition Research Committee and paid attention to the issues of malnutrition among 

the general public and the war refugees. Through these stories, Professor Wong would like to discuss the 

momentum for medical discovery and the changing notions of public health in Hong Kong.  

 

The Speaker 

Professor Wong Man Kong is currently the acting Associate Dean (Development) of 

the Faculty of Social Science and Professor of History, Hong Kong Baptist University. 

He holds two honorary positions: Honorary Research Senior Fellow in History, The 

University of Queensland, Australia, and Visiting Research Fellow, Centre for Studies 

in Religion and Society, The University of Victoria, Canada. One of his research areas 

is the medical history of Hong Kong. He is now completing a book manuscript to 

discuss Christianity and medicine in the history of Hong Kong from 1842 to 1997.  
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PROGRAMME 

Speaker:                     Prof. Wong Man-kong 

Date:                           Thursday, 12 May 2022 

Time:                          7pm - 8pm, Hong Kong Time                                     

Venue:                        Online on Zoom, please sign up to receive the link 

Admission:                 No charge, please register your attendance in advance                                     

Booking:                     Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk>                             

                                    in advance to register your attendance 

 

 

****** 

 

  

mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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ONLINE TALK 

 

Recovery, Resilience, Resurgence  

Thirty Years of Hong Kong Photographs 1940s-1970s 
 

Tuesday • 24 May 2022 

 

 
 

Details 

 

The Photographic Heritage Foundation Founder and Publisher, Edward Stokes, tells the extraordinary story 

of Hong Kong from the 1940s to 1970s, through photographs.  

 

This exhibition’s photos, curated by Ed, show Hong Kong during consecutive periods, as it was seen around 

the middle of the last century. The images span some thirty years of great change: from the post-war recovery 

in 1946–1947, through the resilience of the 1950s, to the resurgence of the 1960s – 1970s. The photos were 

taken by three photographers. In the order of their Hong Kong work they were: Hedda Morrison, Lee Fook 

Chee and Brian Brake. Each had markedly different life backgrounds and photographic objectives. 

Hedda Morrison’s Hong Kong photos, like her prior work in China and later images of Southeast Asia, 

reflected her high regard for ordinary people. Brian Brake held similar values. But whereas Morrison 

photographed mostly separate images, Brake created highly crafted, pre-envisioned photo stories. Lee Fook 

Chee, as a person and photographer, was far different to Morrison and Brake. Lacking their comfortable 

origins, and also their photographic training, he harnessed his personal resolve and the ability to take photos 

for selling to tourists who visited Hong Kong. 

Yet all three, in their own way, recorded Hong Kong during its modern, crucible decades – thus passing on 

to our present times the photographic heritage seen in this Asia Society Hong Kong Center exhibition, which 

closes on 6 June 2022.  

The photos form the exhibition Recovery, Resilience, Resurgence – now showing at the Asia Society 

Hong Kong Center. https://asiasociety.org/hong-kong/exhibitions/current 

 

RTHK Hong Kong Heritage Podcast:  

https://www.rthk.hk/radio/radio3/programme/hongkongheritage/episode/813149 

https://www.rthk.hk/radio/radio3/programme/hongkongheritage/episode/813280 

https://asiasociety.org/hong-kong/exhibitions/current
https://www.rthk.hk/radio/radio3/programme/hongkongheritage/episode/813149
https://www.rthk.hk/radio/radio3/programme/hongkongheritage/episode/813280
https://www.rgshk.org.hk/media/k2/items/cache/812050890ed1ab26e88fa235e95c52ba_XL.jpg
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The Speaker 

Edward Stokes hails from Australia and was educated at Magdalen College, 

Oxford. Ed grew up in Hong Kong and returned here in 1993 to work on projects 

on the natural landscape. He is now a well-known photographer and writer. He 

established the Hong Kong Conservation Photography Foundation in 1997 to 

raise environmental and conservation awareness in Hong Kong. His first book 

was Hong Kong's Wild Places, a highly regarded, evocative portrayal of the 

evolution of the natural landscape, describing the interplay between 'man and 

land'. His other books each explored a different part of the territory.   

 

Edward is the Founder and Publisher of The Photographic Heritage Foundation, a not-for-profit publisher 

that focuses on heritage and nature publications. He is the author of Hong Kong As It Was, several books of 

historic photographs, and also the photographer/author of books on the natural landscape and the history of 

Australia.  

 

PROGRAMME 

Speaker:                     Edward Stokes 

Date:                           Tuesday, 24 May 2022 

Time:                          7pm - 8pm, Hong Kong Time                                     

Venue:                        Online on Zoom, please sign up to receive the link 

Admission:                 No charge, please register your attendance in advance                                     

Booking:                     Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk>                             

                                    in advance to register your attendance 

 

****** 

 

 

 

  

mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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LOCAL VISIT 

 

Tea Appreciation at Hong Kong Park 

 
Saturday • 28 May 2022 

 

 
                                                                     Source: Lockcha Teahouse 

 

The RASHK has booked a group visit for members to the LockCha Teahouse in Hong Kong Park. 
 

Details 

 

During this one-hour visit at the LockCha Teahouse, a tea master will introduce the brief history and making 

of Chinese tea and the 6 varieties of teas (Green, Greenish Yellow, Red, White, Black) which are consumed 

over the vast territories of China from Song Dynasty to nowadays.  Participants in the RASHK group will 

be able to try their hands on brewing 3 types of teas and learn how to appreciate their different taste and 

texture.    

  

After the tea appreciation experience, for those who are interested in having a vegetarian dim sum lunch, you 

may choose to stay behind and enjoy a 15% discount on the a la carte menu exclusively for our group.  

 

PROGRAMME 

 

Speaker:                     Tea Master from LockCha Teahouse  

Date:                           Saturday, 28 May 2022 

Time: Group meets at 10:15 am, in front of the K. S. 

Lo Gallery, Hong Kong Park 

Tea Appreciation starts at 10:30am  

Venue: LockCha Teahouse, G/F, Hong Kong Park 

Admission:  $150 for members, $200 for guests /non-

members, number of participants is limited                          Source: Lockcha Teahouse 

Booking: Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to register 

your attendance.  

(**Optional Self-pay vegetarian dim sum lunch will be arranged at the LockCha 

Teahouse after the tea appreciation experience. There will be a 15% discount on 

the a la carte menu.  Budget estimated around $200 per person.  Please indicate 

your interest when making reservation with the Administrator.)  

****** 

mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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ONLINE TALK 

 

The Last Kings of Shanghai 
 

Tuesday • 7 June 2022 

 

 
 

Details 

 

Jonathan Kaufman tells the remarkable story of two Jewish families, both originally from Baghdad, who 

stood astride Chinese business and politics for more than 175 years, profiting from the Opium Wars; 

surviving Japanese occupation; saving the lives of 18,000 Jews fleeing Nazi persecution; and losing nearly 

everything as the Communists swept into power.  

 

In a story stretching from Baghdad to Hong Kong to Shanghai to London, Kaufman enters the lives and 

minds of these ambitious men and women to forge a tale of opium smuggling, family rivalry, political 

intrigue, and survival  

 

The Speaker 

Jonathan Kaufman is a Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter who has written and 

reported on China for thirty years for The Boston Globe, where he covered the 1989 

massacre in Tiananmen Square; The Wall Street Journal, where he served as China 

bureau chief from 2002 to 2005; and Bloomberg News. He is the author of A Hole in 

the Heart of the World: Being Jewish in Eastern Europe and Broken Alliance: The 

Turbulent Times Between Blacks and Jews in America, winner of the National Jewish 

Book Award. He is director of the School of Journalism at Northeastern University 

in Boston.  
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PROGRAMME 

Speaker:                     Jonathan Kaufman 

Date:                           Tuesday, 7 June 2022 

Time:                          7pm-8pm, Hong Kong Time                                    

Venue:                        Online on Zoom, please sign up to receive the link 

Admission:                 No charge, please register your attendance in advance                                     

Booking:                     Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk>                             

                                     in advance to register your attendance 

 

mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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LOCAL VISIT 

 

Enchanting Expeditions:  

Chinese Trade Porcelains Across the Globe 
 

Saturday • 11 June 2022 

 

 
Courtesy CUHK Art Museum 

 

The RASHK has booked a group visit for members to the Art Museum,  

Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) 

 
 

Details 

At the height of the Age of Discovery in the 16th century, Europeans flocked to the Orient, surmounting 

geographic barriers, and plunging the Ming empire into the globalization matrix. The great variety of produce 

and finely crafted objects from Ming China, for daily use or decoration, quickly became sought-after 

international commodities in a growing world market, and a driving force for Europeans to expand their trade 

in the Orient. Among the most highly prized Chinese goods were silk, porcelains, lacquerwares, and tea. 

Very much a specialty of the Ming, porcelain took the Europeans by storm as soon as it arrived on the 

continent. Translucent and shiny, light and durable against wear and erosion, the exotic pieces with a 

mysterious oriental style were zealously coveted by royalty, aristocrats, and even religious leaders. To make 

the most of the drastically expanding global market, merchants from various countries became actively 

involved in the design, manufacture, shipment, and sale of Chinese porcelain, resulting in diversification of 

production centres as well as an amazing array of types and decorations for this vibrant Chinaware. The 

Chinese trade porcelain thus entered its golden age and caused marvellous ebb and flow in the globalised 

commercial world. 
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The present exhibition provides an overview of the Sino-European maritime trade in porcelain during the 

Ming and Qing dynasties. Integrating object display with textual records as well as images from history, it 

features over 400 pieces (sets) of trade porcelains and related objects from the Art Museum, the Chinese 

University of Hong Kong, and other public and private collections. We aim to reconstruct the design, 

manufacture, transport, and sale processes of Chinese export porcelain and their use and impact in overseas 

markets, and we invite visitors to travel with us back in time and across the globe to see how Ming and Qing 

porcelain came to dominate the international market and how it profoundly impacted the porcelain industry 

of the world. The exhibition is organised in six sections: Encountering Oriental Wonders, Thriving Country 

of China, Manufacture and Transport of Porcelain, Braving the Ocean Waves, International Fashions, and 

Profound Impact of Chinaware.  

(Source: http://www.artmuseum.cuhk.edu.hk/en/exhibition/current/detail/61) 

 

 

PROGRAMME 

 

Speaker:                     Docent from CUHK Art Museum  

(Docent service will be provided only when there are 15 or more participants in 

the group) 

Date:                           Saturday, 11 June 2022 

Time: Group meets at 09:45am, University Station, Exit A 

After meeting at 10:00am, we will catch a bus to the Museum.  If you drive, 

there is limited pay parking on the campus. 

Visit in Museum starts at 10:30am  

Venue: Art Museum, Institute of Chinese Studies,  

The Chinese University of Hong Kong 

Admission:  $100 for members, $150 for guests /non-members 

Booking: Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> in advance to register your 

attendance. A mobile phone number for contact on the day of visit is required 

when signing up. Participants are required to show their ID and vaccination 

record for entrance. 

 

(**Optional Self-pay lunch will be arranged at Chung Chi Staff Canteen after 

the visit at around 12:30pm. Please indicate your interest when making 

reservation with the Administrator.)  

 

 

 

****** 

 

 

http://www.artmuseum.cuhk.edu.hk/en/exhibition/current/detail/61
mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk


Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong | 2022 

 

17 
 

 
ONLINE TALK 

 

“Hong Kong – City of music” 

A personal account of classical music in Hong Kong 1983 - 2004 
 

Thursday • 16 June 2022 

 

 
 

Details 

 

This is the first of two talks about classical music in Hong Kong that the RASHK will be giving this year. 

 

The first talk on 16th June is an online slideshow presentation by John Wilson, a lawyer and amateur musician 

now living in the UK. He will give a personal and pictorial account of classical music in Hong Kong during 

his years of living and working in Hong Kong from 1983 to 2004. 

 

The second talk, later in the year, will be by Leanne Nicholls, a professional musician still living in Hong 

Kong. She is the founder and director of the Hong Kong City Chamber Orchestra and has played with other 

major orchestras in HK. 

 

The Speaker 

John Wilson practised as a barrister in England but went overseas in 1976 to work 

for British overseas territories. He came to Hong Kong in 1983 and was in the 

Attorney General’s Chambers of the HKG until the end of 1996, working on 

aspects of the resumption of Chinese sovereignty. 

 

In 2002 John returned to HK to work in the Department of Justice of the HKSAR 

Government as a legislative drafter. Since 2004 he has been a law drafting 

consultant based in England.  
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During his years of living and working overseas, John has always joined in musical activities, as a pianist 

and organist, a choral singer and a conductor of small groups. He has composed music for churches and has 

written articles, programme notes and even surtitles for operas.  

As a musical enthusiast, John became involved in several aspects of music-making while in Hong Kong.  He 

was Chair of the Friends of Radio 4 in its early days, and was also active as a church organist, vocal 

accompanist and harpsichord player. He will give an illustrated account of his experience of the wide range 

of classical music-making in Hong Kong, from the early 80s to the present day. 

 

John is married to Phylis Tso and they have two children born in Hong Kong. They look forward to returning 

to Hong Kong when the Covid-19 rules allow and to enjoying again the varied musical life to be found here. 

 

PROGRAMME 

Speaker:                     John Wilson  

Date:                           Thursday, 16 June 2022 

Time:                          7pm-8pm, Hong Kong Time                                    

Venue:                        Online on Zoom, please sign up to receive the link 

Admission:                 No charge, please register your attendance in advance                                     

Booking:                     Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk>                             

                                     in advance to register your attendance 

 

****** 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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ONLINE TALK 

 

Looking for a Golden Needle … 
 

Thursday • 30 June2022 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Details 

 

One hundred and sixty years ago, a 25-year old Scot from rural Aberdeenshire first set foot in a Hong Kong 

classroom. His task? To head the first school founded and fully-funded by the Hong Kong Government (now 

known as Queen’s College) and to inspect all Hong Kong Government schools. Quietly and with dedication, 

he established a coherent education system, the building blocks of what we have today. He was also, for 

varying amounts of time, Coroner, Sheriff, Police Magistrate, Registrar General and Protector of Chinese, 

and finally, the first local appointee as head of the permanent Hong Kong Civil Service (the “Chief Secretary” 

of today), acting as governor on occasion. In these positions, as far as the English language record shows, 

Frederick Stewart was liked and praised by all, excepting only controversial Irish Catholic Governor, John 

Pope Hennessy. 

 

Why did a young man, “so sure of advancement at home”, throw all away to come to Hong Kong? Was it 

worth it? Did he feel he had made the right decision? 

 

“The Golden Needle: The Biography of Frederick Stewart (1836-1889)” by Gillian Bickley was first 

published in 1997 by the David C. Lam Institute for East-West Studies at Hong Kong Baptist University. 

Now published by Proverse Hong Kong, it has just appeared in Chinese in the complete translation of 

Rudolph M. Both English and Chinese editions are available in Hong Kong and internationally. 
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The Speaker 

Dr Gillian Bickley has lived mainly in Hong Kong since 1970 and is now 

retired from Hong Kong Baptist University in the rank of Associate Professor. 

She has been studying topics in 19th century Hong Kong history for over 

thirty years, publishing well-received scholarly books and academic articles, 

mainly on biographical, church, educational and literary topics. A life 

member of the RAS(HK), she served for many years as Council Member and 

Recording Secretary and was until recently senior Vice President and a Ride 

Fund Trustee. Dr Gillian Bickley has spoken to the Society on several 

occasions and has also been actively engaged in presenting her material to the 

general public through talks, historical walks, radio interviews and feature articles. She has also spoken to 

the Friends of the Society and others in London, UK. Her work has been used as a resource by heritage 

groups in Hong Kong, and internationally in the discussion of colonial education systems and early Hong 

Kong society. Now Managing Editor of Proverse Hong Kong, she has helped authors publish books in similar 

areas. Dr Bickley is encouraged in her work by her husband, Dr Verner Bickley, MBE, FRSA, founding 

Director of the Institute of Language in Education (now absorbed within the Education University of Hong 

Kong), to whom much thanks are given. 

 

As the daughter of a headmaster and a schoolmistress, niece, great-niece, cousin and god-daughter of teachers, 

and herself a university teacher and researcher for almost her entire career, she finds the life of Frederick 

Stewart of particular interest and hopes you will do so too. 

 

PROGRAMME 

Speaker:                     Dr Gillian Bickley 

Date:                           Thursday, 30 June 2022 

Time:                          7pm-8pm, Hong Kong Time 

Venue:                        Online on Zoom, please sign up to receive the link 

Admission:                 No charge, please register your attendance in advance                                     

Booking:                     Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> 

                                     in advance to register your attendance 

 

 

****** 

  

mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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Recent Activities 
 

Note: Audio only recordings of online talks are available  

upon request to the RASHK Administrator Email address. 

 

 
******** 

 
ONLINE TALK 

 

China’s Greatest Public Intellectual of the 20th Century – Hu Shih 
 

Mark O’Neill 
 

Thursday • 10 March 2022 
            

                                        Mark O’Neill giving his talk on Hu Shih            Picture Credit Helen Tinsley 

 

******** 
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ONLINE TALK  

  

Why I (Need To) Collect: 

A Conversation with Roy Delbyck and Don Cohn 
  

Saturday • 19 March 2022 

 

 

Fake News, July 1900 

 

******** 
                                                                                                                                             

ONLINE TALK 

 

Famous for five minutes –  

the recovery of a Boeing 747 from Hong Kong harbour in 1993 

 

Alan Loynd 
 

Thursday • 24 March 2022 
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******** 

ONLINE TALK 

 

The Global Merchants:  

The Enterprises and Extravagance of the Sassoon Dynasty  

 

Prof Joseph Sassoon 
 

Saturday • 2 April 2022 

 

 
 

 
******** 

 

Exhibition on the Hong Kong Section 

at the British Empire Exhibition 

 

Dr Gary Pui-fung 
 

Thursday • 7 April 2022 

 
 

 

******** 
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62nd RASHK Annual General Meeting via Zoom 

Tuesday • 26 April 2022 

 

 
 

62nd RASHK AGM Meeting Reports and papers are available on the RASHK website. 

 

https://www.royalasiaticsociety.org.hk/agm-reports-2022 
 

 
 

  

https://www.royalasiaticsociety.org.hk/agm-reports-2022
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Of General Interest 

 
The Sir Lindsay and Lady May Ride Fund 

 

The Sir Lindsay and Lady May Ride Fund has been in existence for 20 years. In that time, it has made 

possible the publication of 36 books important for the history of Hong Kong. Members may be interested to 

know the background to the history and activities of this successful enterprise of the Society. 

 

In the late 1990s, Jason Wordie had the idea that research into Hong Kong’s history would benefit from a 

fund that could help with research and publication costs and he persuaded Lady Clague (widow of Sir 

Douglas Clague) to provide some seed money to explore the possibilities. To encourage her generosity the 

fund was named after her close friends, Sir Lindsay and Lady May Ride—now usually referred to as the 

Ride Fund. The Royal Asiatic Society was the natural umbrella under which the Fund should be established, 

not least because Sir Lindsay Ride had been a major figure in reviving the Society, and had served as its 

President from 1970-72. 

With a further larger gift from Lady Clague, and a significant contribution from the Society, the Fund actually 

got underway in 2003. A Trust Deed was drafted and four officers of the RAS became ex-officio the initial 

Trustees of the Society:  Dr Patrick Hase, Mr Robert Nield, Dr Elizabeth Sinn and Dr Dan Waters. Jason 

Wordie appropriately also became a Trustee. Generally over the years there have been six to a maximum of 

eight Trustees.Presently the Trustees are Dr Helen Tinsley, Dr Stephen Davies, Ms Connie Carmichael, Dr 

Elizabeth Sinn, Dr Colin Day, and Dr Christopher Munn. 

It was soon realized that the Fund’s resources could not provide grants large enough to make a significant 

contribution to individual research projects, but that it could make a real difference in enabling the 

publication of serious studies of Hong Kong. So over the years most of the activity of the Fund has been 

directed to identifying and supporting the publication of books that make important contributions to our 

knowledge of Hong Kong history and society. These books are gathered in the RAS Hong Kong Studies 

series. 

As I write this, the Ride Fund has enabled the publication of 36 books with two more publications imminent. 

These books have covered a wide range. To mention just a few: The Six Day War of 1899: Hong Kong in 

the Era of Imperialism by Patrick Hase; Stormy Petrel: The Life and Times of James Pope Hennessy by 

Kevin MacKeown; and the East River Column: Hong Kong Guerillas in the Second World War and After 

by S. J. Chan (also published in Chinese). Overall the Ride Fund’s supported books comprise a large part of 

the serious high quality publishing on Hong Kong and its history in the past two decades. The Fund has made 

this contribution in collaboration with five publishing houses: Hong Kong University Press, City University 

of Hong Kong Press, Blacksmith Books, Joint Publishing and Proverse Hong Kong. 

The full list of books can be seen at https://www.royalasiaticsociety.org.hk/hong-kong-studies-series. From 

this web page it is simple to click through to the publishers’ sites to learn more about each book and to 

purchase copies. Members are eligible for 25% discount on books in the RAS Hong Kong Studies series.  

The most recent publication, More than 1001 Days and Nights of Internment by Sir Challoner Alabaster 

edited by Dr Tony Banham and Professor Kwong Chi-Man was partially funded with gifts by RAS Members 

https://www.royalasiaticsociety.org.hk/hong-kong-studies-series
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to honour our late President Michael Broom. In recognition of this, the Hong Kong University Press is 

granting a special 30 % discount on this book to members. As well as the gifts made to honour Michael 

Broom, the Ride Fund has also benefitted from a number of generous gifts from Society members that are 

enabling the Fund to do more to support Hong Kong studies. Such contributions to the Fund are always 

welcome. 

The Society, through the Journal, has long played a major role in the study of Hong Kong history and society. 

The Ride Fund, with its support of the Hong Kong Studies series, has greatly enhanced the Society’s 

contribution to our knowledge of Hong Kong’s past. 

 

Colin Day, Ride Fund Chairman 
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Membership Renewal 
 

2022 Membership Renewal 
 

Members are reminded that membership renewals for 2022 were due on 1 January 2022. If you currently pay 

by cheque and would prefer the convenience of paying by Direct Debit, please contact the Administrator for 

a Direct Debit Authorization form on <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> or click here. Those of 

you who pay by Standing Order are requested to please ensure that the Order is for the appropriate amount. 

Annual 

Hong Kong Resident - Individual / Institutional  HK$750  

Hong Kong Resident - Joint / Family        HK$1,100  

Hong Kong Resident – Student*  HK$50 

* in full-time education – please enclose a photocopy of your student ID. 

Life 

Life – Single HK$10,500 

Life – Joint HK$15,400 

Overseas 

Overseas - Annual HK$450 

Overseas - Life HK$6,300 

 

 

****** 

 

Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch 
Membership Application Form 2022 

 
 

 

Membership Application Form for 2022, please click here. 

 

Direct Debit Authorisation Form, please click here.  

Update Membership Information 
 

If any member’s personal or corresponding information needs to be updated, please email the details to 

membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk. Updated membership information will help us to deliver new 

messages and notices accurately to members. Thank you for your cooperation. 

****** 

 

mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/55c6cfc1e4b0ac80892866af/t/61cabd225027dd0bbb890208/1640676645497/DD+Authorisation.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/55c6cfc1e4b0ac80892866af/t/617b9822b01f323449e4c61d/1635489829591/RASHK+Membership+Application+Form+2021.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/55c6cfc1e4b0ac80892866af/t/61cabd225027dd0bbb890208/1640676645497/DD+Authorisation.pdf
mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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Publications 
 

PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM 
 

Journals Price HK$ Qty Order 

Vols. 1 - 55 $50.00 each ___ _____ 

Vols. 56 - 61 $200.00 each ___ _____ 

 

Books 

‘Hong Kong Going and Gone’ $120.00 ___ _____ 

 ___ _____ 

 

Postage & Packaging within HK Overseas (surface/registered) 

Hong Kong Going and Gone  price on request price on request 

Full set of Journals $260.00 price on request  _____ 

All other volumes (per volume)  $25.00 $65.00  _____ 

       

           TOTAL      HK$ _________  

 

 

Please send the order & cheque, payable to Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch, to RASHKB, G.P.O. 

Box 3864, Hong Kong. We accept US dollars or British pounds cheques at exchange rates of 

US$1=HK$8 / GBP£1=HK$11, but please also add US$15/ GBP£10.50 per cheque to cover bank 

charges incurred in clearing your cheque. 
 

 

****** 
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Publications 
 

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY HONG KONG STUDIES SERIES 

 

   

   

   
 
There are now more than thirty titles in the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Studies Series. The above is a small 

selection of the titles available from various publishers.  

HKU Press is happy to provide a discount code for RASHK members for their publications. Simply enter the promo 

code "20HKRAS" in the shopping cart when you check out. Members can order the RAS series books on their website 

(https://hkupress.hku.hk/index.php?route=product/category&path=84_86_146) at 20% discount. This discount applies 

to online orders only, not for purchase in our HKUP Bookshop. Please contact our Administrator for details.  

On the following page is a list of titles in the HK Studies Series, kindly collated by our member Veronica Pearson. 

Our grateful thanks to her. Some of the titles are currently unavailable.   

https://hkupress.hku.hk/index.php?route=product/category&path=84_86_146
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List of titles in the Hong Kong Studies Series 

 

Title Author/editor ISBN Publisher Price (HKD) 

A Death in Hong Kong; The MacLennan Case of 
1980 and the Suppression of a Scandal. 

Nigel Collett 
9789629375577 City University Press HK$278 

A Faithful Record of the Lisbon Maru Incident Major (Ret’d) Brian Finch, MCIL 9789888228874 Proverse HK and CUHK Press HK$310 

A Pattern of Life. Hugh Baker 9789629375539 City University Press HK$238 

A Stormy Petrel; The Life and Times of John 
Pope Hennessy. 

P. Kevin MacKeown. 
9789629373771 City University Press HK$238 

Ancestral Images Hugh Baker 9789888083091 Hong Kong University Press HK$350 

Cantonese Society in Hong Kong and Singapore 
Essays by Marjorie Topley. Edited and introduced by 

Jean DeBernardi 9789888028146 Hong Kong University Press HK$350 

Coolie Ships of the Chinese Diaspora (1846-
1874) 

John Asome 
9789888491988 

Proverse HK (and distributed by 
CUHK Press)  HK$320 

Custom, Land and Livelihood in Rural South 
China 

Patrick H. Hase 
9789888139088 Hong Kong University Press HK$350 

Early China Coast Meteorology P. Kevin MacKeown 9789888028856 Hong Kong University Press HK$295 

East River Column Chan Sui-jeung 9789622091931 Hong Kong University Press HK$180 

Escape from Hong Kong Tim Luard 9789888083770 Hong Kong University Press HK$195 

For Gods, Ghosts and Ancestors Janet Lee Scott (not available) 9789622098275 Joint Publishing HK HK$195 

Forgotten Heroes; San On County and Its 
Magistrates in the Late Ming and Early Qing. 

Patrick H. Hase 
9789629373061 City University Press HK$238 

Forgotten Souls Patricia Lim 9789622099906 Hong Kong University Press HK$420 

Governors, Politics and the Colonial Office Gavin Ure 9789888083947 Hong Kong University Press HK$295 

Hong Kong Internment, 1942–1945 Geoffrey Charles Emerson 9789888028535 Hong Kong University Press HK$175 

Ireland’s Imperial Mandarin Mark O'Neill (not available) 9789620441028 Joint Publishing HK HK$188 

Israel and China: From the Tang Dynasty to 
Silicon Wadi 

Mark O'Neill ( < 10 available) 
9789620442971 Joint Publishing HK HK$168 

My Homeland in Another Place 
Mark O'Neill, translated by Cheng Han (not 

available) 9789620442964 Joint Publishing HK HK$128 

Policing Hong Kong – An Irish History Patricia O'Sullivan 9789887792734 Blacksmith Books HK$148 

Portugal, China and the Macau Negotiations, 
1986–1999 

Carmen Amado Mendes 
9789888139002 Hong Kong University Press HK$275 

Public Success, Private Sorrow Isidore Cyril Cannon 9789622099616 Hong Kong University Press HK$250 

Reluctant Heroes Fung Chi Ming 9789622097346 Hong Kong University Press HK$250 

Resist to the End Charles Barman, edited by Ray Barman 9789622099760 Hong Kong University Press HK$250 
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Scottish Mandarin Shiona Airlie 9789888139569 Hong Kong University Press HK$295 

Settlement, Life and Politics; Understanding the 
Traditional New Territories. 

Patrick H. Hase 
9789629374419 City University Press HK$278 

Southern District Officer Reports Edited by John Strickland 9789888028382 Hong Kong University Press HK$275 

Strong to Save; Maritime Mission in Hong Kong 
from Whampoa Reach to the Mariners' Club 

Stephen Davies 
9789629373054 City University Press HK$278 

The Dragon and the Crown Stanley S. K. Kwan with Nicole Kwan 9789888083176 Hong Kong University Press HK$160 

The Lone Flag 
John Pownall Reeves, edited by Colin Day and 

Richard Garrett with a biographical essay by David 
Calthorpe 9789888208326 Hong Kong University Press HK$320 

The Peak: An Illustrated History of Hong Kong’s 
Top District 

Richard Garrett 
9789887792703 Blacksmith Books HK$188 

The Six-Day War of 1899 Patrick H. Hase 9789888139545 Hong Kong University Press HK$195 

Watching Over Hong Kong Sheilah E. Hamilton 9789888028993 Hong Kong University Press HK$195 

東江縱隊 (East River Column) 陳瑞璋 9789888083978 Hong Kong University Press HK$150 

 

 

 

The following is a list of Titles that are not in the HKSS, but the RASHK was involved in their publishing 

 

Title Author/editor ISBN Publisher Price (HKD) 

Hong Kong: Going and Gone; Western Victoria  
 Joint Publishing HK HK$100 

Chinese Christians, Elites, Middlemen and the 
Church 

Carl T. Smith 
9789622096882 Hong Kong University Press HK$195 

The Turning of the Tide; Religion in China Today Julian F. Pas (Ed.) (not available) 
9780195851175 

RASHK and Oxford University 
Press  

Beyond the Metropolis; Villages in Hong Kong   Patrick H. Hase and Elizabeth Sinn 9789620412981 Joint Publishing HK HK$310 

In the Heart of the Metropolis: Yaumatei and Its 
People 

Patrick H. Hase and Elizabeth Sinn 
9789620417474 Joint Publishing HK HK$260 

A Sense of Place; Hong Kong West of Pottinger 
Street   

Veronica Pearson and Ko Tim-Keung (not available) 
9789620428111 Joint Publishing HK HK$380 
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Contact Details 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 2022-2023 
 

Position Name Phone Fax E-mail 

President Dr Helen Tinsley 9034 2241  fulttins@netvigator.com 

Vice-President vacant     

Past President  Dr Patrick Hase 2658 6529   2658 5400  patrickhhase@gmail.com 

Hon. Secretary Mr David McKellar 2843 2493   2103 5996  mckellar@graduate.hku.hk 

Hon. Treasurer Mrs Connie Carmichael 2994 2488    connie.carmichael@gmail.com 

Hon. Librarian Ms Vivian So 2859 7011   2857 2048  vwyso@hku.hk 

Hon. Editor Dr. Tony Banham 9035 1534  mailto:tony@hongkongwardiary.com 

Hon. Activities 

Coordinator 

Dr Helen Tinsley 9034 2241  fulttins@netvigator.com 

 

Hon. Archivist Mr Yip Chun Man   cmoldyip@gmail.com 

Council Member 

– Social Media 

Mr Robert Bunker 9037 6407  rbunker@netvigator.com 

Council Member Mr Roy Delbyck 2810 5777   roydelbyck@delbycklawoffices.com 

Council Member Mr Donald Gasper 9187 8144  don_gasper@outlook.com 

Council Member Dr Kwong Chi Man 6078 1951  cmkwong@hkbu.edu.hk 

Council Member - 

Website 

Ms Davina Lee 9196 5934  dioramaprojects@gmail.com 

     

OTHER USEFUL CONTACT 

Position Name Phone  E-mail  

Administrator 

(Part-time) 

Jace Au / Sally Lui 6775 4039  membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk  

 

                              

******  

 

mailto:fulttins@netvigator.com
mailto:mckellar@graduate.hku.hk
mailto:connie.carmichael@gmail.com
mailto:vwyso@hku.hk
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mailto:fulttins@netvigator.com
mailto:rbunker@netvigator.com
mailto:roydelbyck@delbycklawoffices.com
mailto:don_gasper@outlook.com
mailto:dioramaprojects@gmail.com
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DONATION 

Date:    

 

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY – Hong Kong Branch 
 

 

Name:          Membership No.:  

 

 

 

 

I would like to donate $__________________________ 

 

I require a receipt to be sent to my email address which is: _____________________ 

 

Payment arrangements 

 

1. I attach a cheque payable to: “Royal Asiatic Society HK Branch” or E-transfer or 

telegraphic transfer (TT) – details below. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Please pay by:  

1. Cheque – Please make cheque payable to ‘’Royal Asiatic Society HK Branch” and send it to the 

Administrator, Royal Asiatic Society, G.P.O. Box 3864, Hong Kong.  

 

2. Direct deposit or transfer to RAS bank account at HSBC - Account no.: 002 241297 001. Name of Account: 

Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch. Swift Code: HSBCHKHHHKH. Please quote your membership no. 

and full name in the reference when paying. Please provide us with a copy of your receipt or deposit slip for our 

reference – this should be sent by email to membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 

 

 

 


