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                              Message from your President, Helen Tinsley 

Welcome to our September/ October 2023 RASHK Newsletter.  

I know that many of you have taken this  opportunity to travel outside Hong Kong during summer and catch 
up with family and friends. For those of you who stayed in Hong Kong we have continued to organize what 
I hope is a series of interesting talks and local visits. Pictures and reports on these activities are available in 
this Newsletter.  A big thank you to those who had contributed to this Newsletter! 

Over the last few months, we have arranged visits to a couple of photographic exhibitions. One was kindly 
hosted by Sarah Greene at the Blue Lotus Gallery, to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the move of the Hong 
Kong International from Kai Tak to Chep Lap Kok in 1998. One of the photographers responsible, Greg 
Girard linked up with us from Canada via Zoom, and shared many of his favourite photoshoots of the airport, 
especially the dramatic plane take offs and landings as if they were about to touch the surrounding buildings 
in Kowloon City. Despite the tremendous noise, these happenings were much appreciated by our local 
community, and always admired by visitors. Ed Stokes hosted a visit to his section of a recent 3-man 
exhibition at HKU Library, celebrating the ‘Colours of Hong Kong’. His section is about the story of his 
own development as a photographer and the challenges faced in capturing that special image for posterity, 
focusing  particularly on Hong Kong’s stunning landscapes.  

Our third recent visit was to the Hong Kong Baptist University’s Library and Archives Section which, since 
1996 has been gathering a collection of books, papers and journals documenting the rich history of Protestant 
Christianity in Hong Kong and South China, and is now in the process of digitization.  

For talks over the past couple of months, author Vaudine England introduced us to many of the diverse 
characters who contributed so much to Hong Kong’s development, in her book ‘Fortune’s Bazaar’. Prof 
Helen Siu shared with us her wisdom and historical perspectives of China’s changes over the years and Hong 
Kong’s cross border dynamics, drawing on her book ‘Tracing China: A Forty Year Ethnographic Journey’— 
an approach that ‘looks for plum blossoms in the snow’ in her field research. Dr. Vicky Lee is a member of 
our Activities Committee, but is also a scholar of Roman Catholic history in Hong Kong, and she shared 
with us some of the local history of St. Paul de Chartres and their care for abandoned babies. It was great to 
see members from the local community in the audience that evening. So much of the foundation of Hong 
Kong’s existing education, health care and social welfare sections have their roots in the work of  religious 
orders that came to Hong Kong in the 1800s. 

Philip Snow’s talk, based on his recent book, was a true eye-opening review of the 400-year shifting 
relationship between China and Russia, giving us fresh perspective on these two global powers.  

We note with sadness the passing in Australia of James Hayes, former President of RASHK, in July. An 
obituary will be included in our JRASHK and our sincere condolences have been sent to his family.  



Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong | 2023 
 

3 
 

Please take a look later in this newsletter at future events planned for the next couple of months and I look 
forward to seeing many of you there, either in person or via zoom. The dates for some planned events will 
be finalized soon. As always, your feedback is welcome.  

One small point to note is that we are no longer using a RASHK mobile phone for contact purposes, effective 
immediately. In fact this phone number was very seldom used and we have found that contact via our email 
(membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk) is efficient and works well.  

Helen Tinsley, President RASHK, August 2023  

 
 
 

file:///C:/Users/Tom%20Chung/Desktop/USB/Newsletter_Sep_2023/membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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Future Activities 
 
 

 NOTE FOR ONLINE TALKS 
 

The RASHK hosts online talks over the Zoom application, downloadable on computer at https://zoom.us/ or 
smartphone from any app store. 
 
Zoom links to access the online talk will be sent to members (who have registered) prior to the event. 
 
If you would like to attend an online talk, please email membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk so that we 
can send you the zoom link for access.  
 
 

****** 
 
  

https://zoom.us/
mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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IN-PERSON TALK 
 
 

Multiracial Britishness: Global Networks in Hong Kong, 1910-45 
 

Wednesday • 20 September 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Details  

 
What does it mean to be British?  To answer this, Multiracial Britishness takes us to an underexplored site 
of Britishness – the former British colony of Hong Kong. Vivian Kong asks how colonial hierarchies, the 
racial and cultural diversity of the British Empire, and global ideologies complicate the meaning of being 
British. Using multi-lingual sources and oral history, Kong traces the experiences of multiracial residents in 
1910-45 Hong Kong.  

 

Guiding us through Hong Kong's global networks, and the colony's co-existing exclusive and cosmopolitan 
social spaces, this book uncovers the long history of multiracial Britishness. Kong argues that Britishness 
existed in the colony in multiple, hyphenated forms – as a racial category, but also as privileges, a means of 
survival, and a form of cultural and national belonging. This book offers us an important reminder that 
multiracial inhabitants of the British Empire were just as active in the making of Britishness as the British 
state and white Britons. 
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The Speaker 
Born and raised in Hong Kong, Vivian Kong is a social historian of colonial 
Hong Kong and the Co-Director of the newly founded Hong Kong History 
Centre at the University of Bristol.   
 
Her research to-date has focused on Hong Kong and its transnational 
connections, and she has published on migration, identities, and civil society 
in interwar Hong Kong. She is now working on a new book project about a 
Eurasian woman who was born in Hong Kong, grew up in Cornwall, worked 
in London, and died in Singapore.  

 
 

PROGRAMME 
Speaker:                    Dr. Vivian Kong, Lecturer in Modern Chinese History Co-Director,  

Hong Kong History Centre University of Bristol 
Date:                          Wednesday, 20 September 2023 

Time:                          7 pm – 8 pm, Hong Kong Time         
                                    (Reception starts at 6:30 pm)  
Venue:                        Café 8, Roof, Hong Kong Maritime Museum, Pier 8, Central 
Admission:   In Person at $160 for members, $200 for guests /non-members 

(Light refreshments are included in the admission fee) 

Walk-in guests are welcome depending on availability. 

Cash payment will be collected at the Reception Desk. 

Please prepare the exact payment.  

Registration: Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> and provide 
your membership number, if applicable, at the time of registration.    

 
  
 

                 
****** 

  

mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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ONLINE TALK 
 
 

Hong Kong Public and Squatter Housing:  

Geopolitics and Informality, 1963–1985 

 
Thursday • 12 October 2023 

 
 

 
 
 

Details  
 

Alan Smart will be giving a talk based on his recently published book, Hong Kong Public and Squatter 
Housing: Geopolitics and Informality, 1963–1985, which was co-authored with Charles Chi-keung Fung.  

 

Informality, particularly squatting and street vending, was pervasive in Hong Kong until the 1980s.  After 
four decades of failing to end new squatting after the Second World War, and with their numbers climbing 
to over 750,000 in 1982, the colonial Hong Kong government finally succeeded after 1984.  Informality, and 
the tactics used to control it, had a huge impact on the social and economic landscape of the colony.  Based 
on extensive archival research and my own ethnographic research in the 1980s, Alan Smart considers various 
explanations of how and why new squatting was finally ended.  In doing so, some new perspectives on public 
housing and migration management are offered.   

 

The authors, Alan Smart and Charles Chi-keung Fung, trace two decades of the development of squatting in 
Hong Kong.  They reconstruct the government policy on squatting through both ethnographic and archival 
research. They argued that the management of squatter resettlement had a massive impact on the 
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development of Hong Kong's public housing system and more generally on the landscape and social 
organization of late colonial and contemporary Hong Kong. 

 

Overall, Smart and Fung make an important contribution to the understanding of how public housing and 
squatting interacted in influential ways that have been poorly understood and offer new perspectives on the 
challenges of urban governance and housing problems. 

 

The Speaker 
 
ALAN SMART is a Professor Emeritus in the Dept. of Anthropology and 
Archaeology at University of Calgary, Calgary, Canada. PhD in Social 
Anthropology from University of Toronto (1986).  Research interests include 
political economy, housing, urban anthropology, anthropology of law, 
borders, zoonotic diseases, smart cities and posthumanism. 
 
Field research conducted in Hong Kong, China and Canada.  Author of 
Making Room: Squatter Clearance in Hong Kong, The Shek Kip Mei Myth: Squatters, Fires, and Colonial 
Rule, Posthumanism: Anthropological Perspectives (co-author Josephine Smart), Hong Kong Public and 
Squatter Housing: Informality and Geopolitics, 1963-1985 (with Charles Chi-keung Fung, in press) and 
numerous book chapters and articles. 

 
 

PROGRAMME 
Speaker:                    Prof. Alan Smart 
                                   Professor Emeritus in the Department of Anthropology and Archaeology  
                                   The University of Calgary 
Date:                          Thursday, 12 October 2023 

Time:                         7 pm – 8 pm, Hong Kong Time (5 am – 6 am, Calgary, Canada Time)     
Venue:                       Online event by Zoom 
Admission:   Zoom links are free for members of RASHK and sister societies only. 
                                   Non-members are welcome depending on availability.  
Registration: Please email <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> and provide 

your membership number, if applicable, at the time of registration.    

                                   Registration will be closed at 12 noon on 10 October 2023. 

                                   Zoom links will be sent before or by 9 October 2023. 

 

 ****** 

mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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More Future Activities 
In the coming few months we have some interesting events planned.  Details have yet to be finalized and 

confirmed.  Stay tuned with the release of our e-flyers via the campaign system, MailChimp.  

Below is a checklist for you to have an overview: 

Local Visit: 1967 Riots – North Point Discovery  

Date: Tuesdays or Thursdays of September 

Time: 9:30 am or 4:00 pm  

Speaker / Guide: Paul C.Y. Chan, the co-founder of Walk in Hong Kong 
(tbc) 

Venue: North Point 

 

Local Visit: Nature Discovery in Kadoorie Farm & Botanic Garden  

Date: 19 Oct, 20 Oct or 2 Nov 

Time: 14:00 - 16:30 

Venue: Kadoorie Farm & Bontanic Garden 

 

 

Local Visit: Guided tour to the Palace Museum in West Kowloon District 

Date: Thursdays or Saturdays in October or November 

Time: TBC 

Venue: The Palace Museum, West Kowloon Cultural District, 8 Museum Drive, 
Kowloon 

 

 

Local Visit: Ex-Sham Shui Po Service Reservoir Guided Tour 

Date: Thursdays in October or November  

Time: 3:30 – 5:00 pm 

Venue: Ex-Sham Shui Po Service Reservoir 

 

****** 
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Recent Activities 
 

Note: Audio only recordings of online talks are available  
upon request to the RASHK Administrator Email address. 

 
 

******** 
 

ONLINE TALK 
 

Fortune’s Bazaar: The Making of Hong Kong 
 

Vaudine England 
 

Thursday • 6 July 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

********
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LOCAL VISIT 
 

Blue Lotus Gallery 
 

'Goodbye Kai Tak and Thank You’ 
Photography Exhibition Commemorates  

25th Anniversary of Kai Tak Airport’s Closure 
 

with photographs by Greg Girard and Birdy Chu 
 

Sunday • 16 July 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For so many years, Kai Tak Airport was such an important and much remembered icon of Hong Kong life, 
that its closure in 1998 was a significant event in our city’s history, despite its replacement with a brand new, 
spacious, and modern airport at Chek Lap Kok. This exhibition celebrated Kai Tak Airport’s legacy and 
contribution to our local cultural identity. Who can forget the noise and drama of airplane take-offs and 
landings over the harbour in the midst of our crowded city, and the challenges it presented for all flight 
crews?! 
 

The exhibition featured impressive photographs by Canadian photographer Greg Girard and local 
photojournalist Birdy Chu. Greg Girard joined us by Zoom to showcase a wonderful collection of his 
favourite Kai Tak photos. Also shown was a video recording of a typical landing at Kai Tak from a pilot’s 
perspective. 

 

Picture Credit: Vonnie Fung 
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For many of us who attended this exhibition, it brought back many memories of flights into and out of Hong 
Kong in the pre-1998 days, and for those who were in Hong Kong after that date…these dramatic take-offs 
and landings right above our crowded buildings are very much in our collective memory. 

Host: Sarah Greene (Blue Lotus Gallery Owner) 

 

 

Picture Credit: Mak Ho Yin 

Picture Credit: Mak Ho Yin 

Picture Credit: Vonnie Fung 

Text by Helen Tinsley 

******** 
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LOCAL VISIT 

The Colours of Hong Kong Photo Exhibition 
  Curator’s Tour 

 
Edward Stokes 

 
The University of Hong Kong Libraries 

Main Library – 2nd floor 
  

Saturday •  22 July 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our in-person tour was part of a three-photographer exhibition, our focus being on the natural history section 
and led by Ed Stokes (the other sections featured Cantonese opera and local street scenes on separate floors 
were by other photographers). 
 
Ed shared with us the concepts and methods behind photo 
story-telling, as well as the personal and creative links he 
felt between Australia and Hong Kong. The framing of 
photo places, use of optimum local light, and equipment 
challenges faced when filming landscapes were shown. 
The process often began with a map. In many ways, his 

previous work in 
Australia (his 
home country) served as a springboard for his later work in Hong 
Kong.  Featured in the exhibition were photos taken for his 
acclaimed 1995 book, ‘Hong Kong’s Wild Places’ – a highly 
researched recording of our landscape and ecology.  
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This led to further exploring, recording, and photographing much 
more of Hong Kong, many impressive examples of which were 
exhibited in ‘Colours of Hong Kong. There was also an 
opportunity to reflect on the rapid changes in our local landscape, 
and in photography techniques. Most phones now have a 
photography function, but expert skill remains essential to 
framing a historical photograph. 
 

 

 
 
Text by Helen Tinsley 
Picture Credit Vonnie Fung 
 
 
 
 
 

******** 
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IN-PERSON TALK 

 
Tracing China:  

A Forty-Year Ethnographic Journey 
 

Prof. Helen F. Siu 
 

 
Thursday • 27 July 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Picture Credit Vonnie Fung 
 

 
******** 
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IN-PERSON TALK 
 

Tracing the beginning works of Sainte Enfance (Holy Childhood) in 
Colonial Hong Kong: The Sisters of St. Paul de Chartres in Hong Kong 

(1848-1878) 
 

Dr Vicky Lee 
 

Tuesday • 15 August 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture Credit Vonnie Fung 
 
 

******** 
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IN-PERSON TALK 

Special collections and archival materials in  
the Hong Kong Baptist University Library 

 
Ms. Wan Yu Wong 

 
Saturday • 19 August 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These archives host a very large collection of materials that document the history of Protestant Christianity 
in China, including Hong Kong. It was established in 1996 and contains >8500 volumes, nearly 30,000 
microfilm items, and pictorial materials. A careful programme of digitalization is in progress. Some items 
date back to the early 19th century. 

Ms. Wong provided us with a detailed written timeline of Christianity in Hong Kong and shared with us 
some of the rich materials documenting biographies of missionaries, Chinese Christians, and church leaders, 
as well as the history of various missions in China since the 19th century, such as American and European 
mission boards, the Methodist Church, the Church Mission Society, and the London Missionary Society. 
These include both personal papers and organizational records. The collection includes many multifaceted 
publications covering the flourishing local church scene post-WWII in Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwan, and 
the wide-ranging Christian contributions to our local education, health care, and social welfare developments 
for a rapidly expanding and energetic population.    

This was the first visit by RASHK members to this generously hosted local resource, and our group included 
a local PhD student to help in her research. We did not have enough time to take a look at the papers donated 
by former legislator Elsie Tu; perhaps that will be the topic of another visit in the future. 

Text and Picture by Helen Tinsley 

******** 
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ONLINE TALK 
 

China and Russia:  
Four Centuries of Conflict and Concord 

 
Mr. Philip Snow 

 
Thursday • 24 August 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

******** 
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Of General Interest 
 

Video of HK in 1949 by Michael Rogge 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RcqFnqU0Vl4 
 
 
 
 
 

RASHK HK Studies series books on sale  
at the HK Book Fair  29-25 July 2023 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RcqFnqU0Vl4
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Of General Interest 

Former RASHK Seminar Documents and Monographs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you are interested in purchasing any of these, which are held in our RASHK office, please email 
<membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk>  for further arrangement. 

mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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Of General Interest 
 

9th Year Greater China Legal History Seminar Series 2023-24 
The Chinese University of Hong Kong 

 
https://www.law.cuhk.edu.hk/app/gclhss2023-24/ 

  

https://www.law.cuhk.edu.hk/app/gclhss2023-24/
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Membership Renewal 
 

2023 Membership Renewal 
 
Members are reminded that membership renewals for 2023 were due on 1 January 2023. If you currently 
pay by cheque and would prefer the convenience of paying by Direct Debit, please contact the 
Administrator for a Direct Debit Authorization form on <membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk> or 
click here. Those of you who pay by Standing Order are requested to please ensure that the Order is for 
the appropriate amount. 

Annual 
Hong Kong Resident - Individual / Institutional  HK$750  

Hong Kong Resident - Joint / Family        HK$1,100  

Hong Kong Resident – Student*  HK$50 

* in full-time education – please enclose a photocopy of your student ID. 

Life 
Life – Single HK$10,500 

Life – Joint HK$15,400 

Overseas 
Overseas - Annual HK$450 

Overseas - Life HK$6,300 
 

****** 
 

Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch 
Membership Application Form 2023 

 
Membership Application Form for 2023, please click here. 
 
Direct Debit Authorisation Form, please click here.  

Update Membership Information 
 

If any member’s personal or corresponding information needs to be updated, please email the details to 
membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk. Updated membership information will help us to deliver new 
messages and notices accurately to members. Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

 

****** 

mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/55c6cfc1e4b0ac80892866af/t/61cabd225027dd0bbb890208/1640676645497/DD+Authorisation.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/55c6cfc1e4b0ac80892866af/t/617b9822b01f323449e4c61d/1635489829591/RASHK+Membership+Application+Form+2021.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/55c6cfc1e4b0ac80892866af/t/61cabd225027dd0bbb890208/1640676645497/DD+Authorisation.pdf
mailto:membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk
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Publications 
 

PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM 
 
Journals Price HK$ Qty Order 
Vols. 1 - 55 $50.00 each ___ _____ 
Vols. 56 - 62 $200.00 each ___ _____ 

 
Books 
‘Hong Kong Going and Gone’ $120.00 ___ _____ 
 ___ _____ 
 
Postage & Packaging within HK Overseas (surface/registered) 
Hong Kong Going and Gone  price on request price on request 
Full set of Journals $260.00 price on request  _____ 
All other volumes (per volume)  $25.00 $65.00  _____ 
       
           TOTAL                        HK$ _________  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

****** 
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Publications 
 

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY HONG KONG STUDIES SERIES 
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There are now more than thirty-five titles in the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Studies Series. The above 
is a small selection of the titles available from various publishers. A full list follows in the table below. More 
about the books can be found at https://www.royalasiaticsociety.org.hk/hong-kong-studies-series. On that 
page there are also links to the different publishers’ web pages where full information about each title can be 
found and books can be purchased. 
 
Both HKU Press and City University Press offer a 20% discount to RASHK Members for Series books. For 
HKUP simply enter the promo code "20HKRAS" in the shopping cart when you check out. For City 
University Press ask for the discount when ordering from the Press. 
 
Publication of 1001 Days and Nights was partially supported by RASHK members to honour Michael Broom. 
In recognition of this HKUP gives a 30% discount to members for this book.

https://www.royalasiaticsociety.org.hk/hong-kong-studies-series
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Contact Details 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 2022-2023 
 
Position Name Phone Fax E-mail 

President Dr Helen Tinsley 9034 2241  fulttins@netvigator.com 

Vice-President vacant     

Past President  Dr Patrick Hase 2658 6529   2658 5400  patrickhhase@gmail.com 

Hon. Secretary Mr David McKellar 2843 2493   2103 5996  mckellar@graduate.hku.hk 

Hon. Treasurer Mrs Connie Carmichael 2994 2488    connie.carmichael@gmail.com 

Hon. Librarian Ms Vivian So 2859 7011   2857 2048  vivianso@cuhk.edu.hk 

Hon. Editor Dr. Tony Banham 9035 1534  mailto:tony@hongkongwardiary.com 

Hon. Activities 
Coordinator 

Dr Helen Tinsley 9034 2241  fulttins@netvigator.com 

 

Hon. Archivist Mr Yip Chun Man   cmoldyip@gmail.com 

Council Member 
– Social Media 

Mr Robert Bunker 9037 6407  rbunker@netvigator.com 

Council Member Mr Roy Delbyck 2810 5777   roydelbyck@delbycklawoffices.com 

Council Member Mr Donald Gasper 9187 8144  don_gasper@outlook.com 

Council Member Dr Kwong Chi Man 6078 1951  cmkwong@hkbu.edu.hk 

Council Member - 
Website 

Ms Davina Lee 9196 5934  dioramaprojects@gmail.com 

     

OTHER USEFUL CONTACT 
Position Name Phone  E-mail  

Administrator 

(Part-time) 

Vonnie Fung /  

Sally Lui 

  membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk  
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DONATION 
Date:    

 

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY – Hong Kong Branch 
 
 
Name:          Membership No.:  
 
 
 
 
I would like to donate $__________________________ 
 
I require a receipt to be sent to my email address which is: _____________________ 
 
Payment arrangements 
 

1. I attach a cheque payable to: “Royal Asiatic Society HK Branch” or E-transfer or 
telegraphic transfer (TT) – details below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Please pay by:  
1. Cheque – Please make cheque payable to ‘’Royal Asiatic Society HK Branch” and send it to the 
Administrator, Royal Asiatic Society, G.P.O. Box 3864, Hong Kong.  
 
2. Direct deposit or transfer to RAS bank account at HSBC - Account no.: 002 241297 001. Name of Account: 
Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong Branch. Swift Code: HSBCHKHHHKH. Please quote your membership no. 
and full name in the reference when paying. Please provide us with a copy of your receipt or deposit slip for our 
reference – this should be sent by email to membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.hk 
 
 
 


